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AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal law, in relation to protecting
historic districts and |andmarks from substantial deterioration by
negl ect

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 96-a of the general municipal |aw, as added by
chapter 513 of the laws of 1968, is amended to read as foll ows:

S 96-a. Protection of historical places, buildings and works of art.
In addition to any power or authority of a nunicipal corporation to
regul ate by planning or zoning | aws and regul ations or by local |aws and
regul ati ons, the governing board or |ocal |egislative body of any coun-
ty, city, town or village is enpowered to provide by regulations,
special conditions and restrictions for the protection, enhancenent,
per petuati on and use of places, districts, sites, buildings, structures,
works of art, and other objects having a special character or specia
hi storical or aesthetic interest or val ue. SUCH REGULATI ONS, SPECI AL
CONDI TI ONS AND RESTRI CTI ONS MAY PROH BI T | MPROPER MAI NTENANCE OR LACK OF
MAI NTENANCE WHI CH RESULTS | N SUBSTANTI AL DETERI ORATI ON AS DEFI NED I N
SECTI ON ONE HUNDRED NI NETEEN-B OF TH'S CHAPTER THAT THREATENS THE
AESTHETI C OR HI STORI CAL VALUE, STABILITY AND PRESERVATI ON OF SUCH PLAC
ES, DI STRICTS, SITES, BU LD NGS, STRUCTURES, WORKS OF ART AND OTHER SUCH
OBJECTS OF | NTEREST OR VALUE. Such regul ations, special conditions and
restrictions may include appropriate and reasonable control of the use
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or appearance of neighboring private property wthin public view, or
both. In any such instance such neasures, if adopted in the exercise of
the police power, shall be reasonable and appropriate to the purpose, or
if constituting a taking of private property shall provide for due
conpensati on, which may include the linmtation or rem ssion of taxes.

S 2. Subdivision 1 of section 119-dd of the general nunicipal law, as
added by chapter 354 of the laws of 1980, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. Provide by regul ations, special conditions and restrictions for the
protection, enhancenent, perpetuation and use of places, districts,
sites, buildings, structures, works of art and other objects having a
special character or special historical, cultural or aesthetic interest
or val ue. SUCH REGULATI ONS, SPECI AL CONDI TIONS AND RESTRICTIONS MAY
PROH BI T | MPROPER MAI NTENANCE OR LACK OF MAI NTENANCE WHI CH RESULTS I N
SUBSTANTI AL DETERI ORATI ON AS DEFI NED | N SECTI ON ONE HUNDRED NI NETEEN- BB
O TH'S ARTICLE THAT THREATENS THE AESTHETIC OR HI STORI CAL VALUE,
STABI LI TY AND PRESERVATI ON OF SUCH PLACES, DI STRICTS, SITES, BU LD NGS,
STRUCTURES, WORKS OF ART AND OTHER SUCH OBJECTS OF | NTEREST OR VALUE.
Such regul ati ons, special conditions and restrictions may include appro-
priate and reasonabl e control of the use or appearance of neighboring
private property within the public view, or both.

S 3. Subdivision 6 of section 119-bb of the general nunicipal lawis
renunbered subdivision 7 and a new subdivision 6 is added to read as
fol | ows:

6. " SUBSTANTI AL DETERI ORATI ON' MEANS DEGRADATI ON OF SUCH A NATURE THAT
DAMAG NG WATER PENETRATI ON | S NO LONGER PREVENTED, OR THAT CAUSES STRESS
OR STRAIN ON STRUCTURAL MEMBER SUPPORTS OR MATERI ALS THAT CONTRI BUTE TO
COLLAPSE OR WARPI NG EVI DENCE OF WHI CH MAY | NCLUDE PREVI OQUSLY FUNCTI ONAL
BUT NOW DEFECTI VE MATERI ALS, BROKEN W NDOA5, COVERI NGS AND | NTERNAL OR
EXTERNAL DECAY.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



