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STATE OF NEW YORK

6866
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 13, 2009

Introduced by M of A TH ELE -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Econom c Devel opnent, Job Creation, Comrerce and | ndustry

AN ACT to anmend the econonic devel opnent law, in relation to establish-
ing the office for new Anericans

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The economc developnent |aw is amended by addi ng a new
article 15 to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 15
OFFI CE FOR NEW AMERI CANS
SECTI ON 265. LEQ SLATI VE FI NDI NGS.
266. OFFI CE FOR NEW AMERI CANS, DI RECTOR, EMPLOYEES.
267. OBJECTI VES.
268. PONERS AND DUTI ES.

S 265. LEGQ SLATIVE FINDINGS. THE LEGQ SLATURE FINDS THAT SINCE THE
FOUNDI NG OF THI S STATE OUR PROSPERI TY AND GREATNESS IS DUE | N LARGE PART
TO THE EFFORTS AND SACRI FI CES OF OUR | MM GRANT COVMUNI TI ES. THE LEGQ SLA-
TURE FURTHER FI NDS THAT NEW YORK HAS LONG BEEN A GATEWAY TO AVERI CA FOR
VAST NUMBERS OF | MM GRANTS, WHO HAVE COME TO THI'S LAND SEEKING BOTH
FREEDOM AND OPPORTUNI TY FOR THEMSBELVES AND THEI R FAM LI ES, AND THAT THE
ANCESTORS OF M LLI ONS OF AMERI CANS FI RST ENTERED THI S NATI ON THROUGH NEW
YORK CITY, AVING US A UNIQUE HI STORI CAL HERI TAGE. THE LEG SLATURE
FURTHER FINDS THAT NEW YORK REMAI NS A MAJOR ENTRY PO NT FOR | MM GRANTS
TO THI S DAY. THE LEGQ SLATURE FURTHER FINDS THAT IT IS I N BOTH THE SHORT
AND LONG TERM | NTEREST OF THE STATE THAT NEW I MM GRANTS, ENTERING THI' S
COUNTRY LEGALLY AND IN THE HOPE OF BU LD NG A FUTURE, BE ASSI STED W TH
ACCESSI NG THE MANY HOVEOANERSHI P AND ENTREPRENEURI AL OPPORTUNI TI ES THAT
EXIST IN THE STATE, SO THAT THEY MAY BE HELPED TO ACH EVE THE AMERI CAN
DREAM AND | MPROVE THE PROSPERI TY OF THE STATE AS A WHOLE. THE LEQ SLA-
TURE FURTHER FINDS THAT A SIGN FI CANT NUMBER OF OUR COVMUNI TlI ES HAVE
SUFFERED FROM LOSS OF POPULATI ON AND BUSI NESSES OVER THE LAST FIFTY
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YEARS, WH CH HAS LED TO LARGE NUMBERS OF VACANT HOVES AND BUSI NESSES | N
THESE COVMUNI TI ES, AND THAT SUCH COMMUNI TI ES MAY HAVE AN | NTEREST |IN
ATTRACTING | MM GRANT COWUNI TIES | N ORDER TO HELP REVI TALI ZE DEPRESSED
AREAS AND BUI LD FOR THE FUTURE.

S 266. OFFI CE FOR NEW AMERI CANS, DI RECTOR, EMPLOYEES. THERE | S HEREBY
CREATED W THI N THE DEPARTMENT AN OFFI CE FOR NEW AMERI CANS. THE DI RECTOR
OF SUCH OFFI CE SHALL BE APPQO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, SHALL REPORT DI RECTLY
TO THE COW SSIONER ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE DI VI SI ON, AND SHALL HOLD
OFFI CE AT THE PLEASURE OF THE COMM SSIONER. | T SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE
DI RECTOR OF THE OFFI CE FOR NEW AMERI CANS TO ASSI ST THE GOVERNOR | N THE
FORMULATI ON AND | MPLEMENTATI ON OF LAWS AND POLICIES RELATING TO THE
| NTEGRATION OF | MM GRANT COWMUNITIES | NTO THE ECONOM C FABRI C OF THE
STATE. THE DI RECTOR SHALL RECElI VE AN ANNUAL SALARY TO BE FIXED BY THE
GOVERNOR W THIN THE AMOUNT APPROPRI ATED THEREFORE. THE DI RECTOR MAY
APPO NT SUCH OFFI CERS, EMPLOYEES, AGENTS, CONSULTANTS AND SPECI AL
COW TTEES AS HE OR SHE MAY DEEM NECESSARY TO CARRY OQUT THE PROVI SI ONS
OF THI' S ARTI CLE AND PRESCRI BE THEI R DUTI ES SUBJECT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF
THE CI VIL SERVI CE LAW AND THE RULES AND REGULATI ONS OF THE ClVIL SERVI CE
COW SSI ON.

S 267. OBJECTIVES. THE OFFICE FOR NEW AMERI CANS | S CHARGED W TH
ASS| STI NG BOTH LOCAL GOVERNVENTS W TH AN | NTEREST | N ATTRACTI NG GROUPS
OF | MM GRANTS, AND GROUPS OF | MM GRANTS WHO MAY BE | N SEARCH OF SUCH
OPPORTUNI TY. THI 'S ASSI STANCE SHOULD CONSI ST PRI MARI LY OF OQUTREACH, COOR-
DI NATI ON, | NFORMATI ON, AND REFERRAL SERVI CES, AS WELL AS PROVI DI NG LOCAL
GOVERNVENTS W TH ADVI CE ON THE STEPS TO BE TAKEN | N ORDER TO SUCCESSFUL-
LY RECRU T AND PROVI DE SERVI CES FOR | MM GRANT COVMUNI TI ES.

S 268. POAERS AND DUTIES. (1) THE OFFI CE W LL COORDI NATE AS APPROPRI -
ATE WTH ALL STATE AGENCI ES, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO THE OFFI CE OF
SMALL CI TIES, THE DI VI SI ON OF HOUSI NG AND COVWUNI TY RENEWAL, THE GOVER-
NOR S OFFICE OF REGULATORY REFORM AND ALL OTHER AGENCI ES AS MAY BE
APPROPRI ATE | N FORWARDI NG THI S OBJECTI VE. THE OFFI CE MAY ALSO WORK IN
COOPERATION W TH ANY SUCH NOT- FOR- PROFI T ORGANI ZATI ONS THAT THE OFFI CE
BELI EVES W LL HELP FURTHER | TS GOALS AND OBJECTI VES.

(2) THE OFFI CE SHALL BE STRICTLY LIM TED TO OFFERI NG | TS ASSI STANCE TO
COVWUNI TI ES OF NATURALI ZED UNI TED STATES Cl TI ZENS AND/ OR LEGALLY DOCU
MENTED RESI DENT ALI ENS AS DEFI NED BY THE UNI TED STATES DI VI SION OF | MM -
GRATI ON AND CUSTOVS ENFORCEMENT (I CE) .

(3) THE OFFI CE SHALL BE LI M TED TO ASSI STI NG BOTH LOCALI TIES AND | MM -
GRANT GROUPS W TH ACCESSI NG EXI STI NG PROGRAMS OF ASSI STANCE THAT W LL
PROMOTE THE BUI LDI NG OF VI BRANT, | NDEPENDENT, AND HEALTHY COVMUNI Tl ES,
WTH AN EMPHASI S ON PROMOTI NG HOVE OANERSHI P AND BUSI NESS CREATI ON. THE
OFFI CE FOR NEW AMERICANS |S ALSO AUTHORI ZED TO CONDUCT EDUCATI ONAL
PROGRAMS CONSI STENT W TH THE PURPCSES OF THI S ARTI CLE, AND TO PROMOTE
AWARENESS OF AND ACCESS TO EXI STI NG STATE AND FEDERAL PROGRAMS THAT W LL
ADVANCE THOSE PURPGCSES.

(4-A) THE OFFI CE SHALL SOLICI T RECOMVENDATI ONS FROM LOCAL GOVERNVENTS,
| MM GRANT COVWUNI TI ES, AND NOT- FOR-PROFIT AGENCIES FOR PROMOTING THE
OBJECTI VES OF THI S ARTI CLE, AND REFER SUCH RECOMMENDATI ONS TO THE GOVER-
NOR, THE LEG SLATURE AND APPROPRI ATE STATE AGENCI ES OR AUTHORI TI ES.

(4-B) THE OFFICE SHALL CONDUCT | NVESTI GATI ONS, RESEARCH, STUDI ES AND
ANALYSES OF MATTERS AFFECTI NG THE | NTERESTS OF | MM GRANT COWUNI Tl ES
W TH N THE STATE CONSI STENT W TH THE GOALS AND OBJECTI VES OF TH S ARTI -
CLE.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



