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STATE OF NEW YORK

6687
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 11, 2009

Introduced by M of A MAGEE -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to the
farm and protection program

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 2 of section 325 of the agriculture and markets
| aw, as anended by chapter 413 of the |aws of 1996, paragraphs (a) and
(b) as amended by chapter 527 of the |aws of 2005, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

2. (a) A county agricultural and farm and protection board, two such
boards acting jointly, a nmunicipality or two such municipalities acting
jointly shall nmake application to the conm ssioner in such manner as the
commi ssioner nmay prescribe. Application for state assi stance paynents
for planning activities may be made at any tinme after the county agri-
cultural and farmland protection board has forned and has el ected a
chai rperson. A county agricultural and farm and protection board nay
make application for state assistance paynents for plan inplenmentation
at any tinme after the commi ssioner has approved a county agricultural
and farmand protection plan pursuant to section three hundred twenty-
four of this article. Application nmade jointly by two county agricul-
tural and farm and protection boards nay be made after such agricultura
and farmand protection plan is approved by each county pursuant to the
provi sions of section three hundred twenty-four of this article. STATE
ASS|I STANCE PAYMENTS TO SUCH COUNTIES SHALL NOT EXCEED SEVENTY- FlI VE
PERCENT OF THE COST OF | MPLEMENTI NG THE COUNTY AGRI CULTURAL AND FARM_AND
PROTECTI ON PLAN OR PORTI ON OF THE PLAN FOR WHI CH STATE ASSI STANCE HAS
BEEN REQUESTED. THE COMM SSI ONER MAY REQUI RE SUCH | NFORMATI ON OR ADDI -
TI ONAL PLANNI NG AS HE OR SHE DEEMS NECESSARY TO EVALUATE SUCH A REQUEST
FOR STATE ASSI STANCE.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(b) Wthin a county, a nmunicipality which has in place a |ocal farm
| and protection plan may apply and shall be eligible for agricultural
protection state assistance paynents to inplenent its plan, or a portion
of its plan, provided the proposed project is endorsed for funding by
the agricultural and farm and protection board for the county in which
the nunicipality is located and that any plan developed on or after
January first, two thousand six conplies with section three hundred
twenty-four-a of this article. State assistance paynents to such munici -
palities shall not exceed seventy-five percent of the cost of inplenent-
ing the local plan or portion of the plan for which state assi stance has
been requested. The conm ssioner nmay require such information or addi-
tional planning as he or she deens necessary to eval uate such a request
for state assistance.

(c) A NOT- FOR- PROFI T CONSERVATI ON ORGANI ZATI ON MAY APPLY AND SHALL BE
ELI G BLE FOR AGRI CULTURAL PROTECTI ON STATE ASSI STANCE PAYMENTS TO | MPLE-
MENT A COUNTY OR MJNI Cl PAL AGRI CULTURAL AND FARMLAND PROTECTI ON PLAN
APPROVED BY THE COWM SSI ONER PROVIDED THAT THE PROPCSED PRQIECT IS
ENDORSED FOR FUNDI NG BY THE COUNTY AGRI CULTURAL AND FARMLAND PROTECTI ON
BOARD FOR THE COUNTY IN WHICH THE PROPOSED PRQIECT |S LOCATED. THE
PROPCSED PRQIECT MJST ALSO BE ENDORSED FOR FUNDI NG BY THE MUNI Cl PALI TY
I N WH CH THE PROPOSED PRQJECT | S LOCATED | F THE NOT- FOR- PROFI T CONSERVA-
TI ON ORGANI ZATI ON | S SEEKI NG AGRI CULTURAL PROTECTI ON STATE ASSI STANCE
PAYMENTS TO | MPLEMENT AN APPROVED MUNI Cl PAL AGRI CULTURAL AND FARM_AND
PROTECTI ON PLAN. STATE ASSI STANCE PAYMENTS TO SUCH NOT- FOR- PROFI T ORGAN-
| ZATI ONS SHALL NOT EXCEED SEVENTY- FI VE PERCENT OF THE COST OF | MPLEMENT-
| NG THE LOCAL PLAN OR PORTI ON OF THE PLAN FOR WHI CH STATE ASSI STANCE HAS
BEEN REQUESTED. THE COWM SSI ONER MAY REQUI RE SUCH | NFORMATION OR ADDI -
TIONAL PLANNI NG AS HE OR SHE DEEMS NECESSARY TO EVALUATE SUCH A REQUEST
FOR STATE ASSI STANCE.

(D) In evaluating applications for funding, the conm ssioner shal
give priority to projects intended to preserve viable agricultural |and
as defined in section three hundred one of this chapter; that are in
areas facing significant devel opnent pressure; and that serve as a buff-
er for a significant natural public resource containing inportant
ecosystem or habitat characteristics.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



