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Introduced by M of A HOOPER -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A
J. RIVERA -- read once and referred to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to providing
for a graduated |license for youthful operators of notor vehicles

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 3 of section 501 of the vehicle and traffic
| aw, as added by chapter 449 of the |laws of 1989, the subdivision head-
ing and first undesignated paragraph as anmended by chapter 173 of the
laws of 1990, subparagraph (ii) of paragraph (b) as anended by chapter
644 of the |aws of 2002, is anended to read as foll ows:

3. Restrictions on use of class DJ and class MJ |licenses. A class DJ
or class M license shall permt the holder to operate a vehicle in
accordance with the follow ng restrictions:

(a) in the counties of Nassau and Suffol k:

(i) for the purpose of driving to and from a state-approved cooper-
ative work-study educational program or to or froman approved program
for credit in a post-secondary institution, or to or from a state-ap-
proved registered evening high school or while engaged in farm enpl oy-
ment, or to or froman approved driver education course; or

(ii) fromfive o' clock in the nmorning to [nine] TEN o'clock in the
evening, to and froma place of business where the holder is regularly
enpl oyed, or when acconpanied by a duly Ilicensed parent, guardian,
person in a position of |l|oco parentis, driver education teacher, or
driving school instructor.

(b) in all other areas of the state, except for the city of New York:

(i) fromfive o'clock in the norning to [nine] TEN o'clock in the
eveni ng; or

(ii) from [nine] TEN o'clock in the evening to five o'clock in the
nor ni ng when going to or fromschool, or to or froma place of business
where the holder is enployed on a regularly schedul ed basis, or when
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acconpani ed by a duly licensed parent, guardian or one in a position of
| oco parentis to the |icensee.

(c) inthe city of New York, driving shall be prohibited.

(d) for the purpose of this subdivision, the term"school" shall nean
i nstruction, education or training Iicensed or approved by a departnent
or agency of the state or training conducted by the arned forces of the
United States except it shall not include extra-curricular activities or
social events for which scholastic credits are not given.

(e) any person operating a notor vehicle to or fromschool or to or
from a place of business as authorized by this subdivision nmust possess
docunent ation signed by such person's instructor or enployer. The
comm ssioner shall, by regulation, prescribe the formand content of
such docunent ati on.

(F) DURING THE FIRST SIX MONTHS IN WHCH A PERSON HOLDS SUCH A
LICENSE, HE OR SHE MAY NOT TRANSPORT ANY PASSENGER LESS THAN TWENTY
YEARS OF AGE.

S 2. Paragraph (c) of subdivision 2 of section 502 of the vehicle and
traffic law, as added by chapter 173 of the laws of 1990, is anended to
read as foll ows:

(c) An applicant for a class D or Mlicense shall be at |east eighteen
years of age[, except that an application shall be accepted if the
applicant is at |least seventeen years of age and subnmits acceptable
proof of successful conpletion of a driver education course, approved by
the state education departnent and the conm ssioner].

S 3. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 4 of section 502 of the vehicle and
traffic law, as anended by chapter 585 of the |aws of 2002, is anended
to read as foll ows:

(b) Upon successful conpletion of the requirenents set forth in para-
graph (a) of this subdivision which shall include an al cohol and drug
educati on conponent as described in paragraph (c) of this subdivision, a
"Road Rage" awareness conmponent as described in paragraph (c-1) of this
subdi vi sion and a "Wrk Zone Safety" awareness conponent as described in
paragraph (c-2) of this subdivision, the comm ssioner shall cause the
applicant to take a road test in a representative vehicle of a type
prescri bed by the conm ssioner which shall be appropriate to the type of
license for which application is made, except that the comm ssioner may
wai ve the road test requirenments for certain classes of applicants. AN
APPLI CANT LESS THAN EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE AT THE TI ME OF RECEI PT OF A
LEARNER' S PERM T MAY NOT TAKE A ROAD TEST UNTIL SUCH APPLI CANT HAS HELD
SUCH LEARNER' S PERM T CONTINUOUSLY FOR A PERI OD OF NI NE MONTHS. AN
APPLI CANT LESS THAN EI GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE MAY NOT TAKE A ROAD TEST
UNLESS THE APPLICANT'S PARENT OR GUARDIAN CERTIFIES, ON A FORM
PRESCRI BED THEREFOR BY THE COWM SSI ONER, THAT THE APPLI CANT HAS AT LEAST
SEVENTY- FI VE HOURS OF EXPERI ENCE OPERATI NG A MOTOR VEHI CLE, AT LEAST
FIFTEEN OF WH CH MUST HAVE TAKEN PLACE AFTER SUNDOWN. The commi ssi oner
shall have the power to establish a programto all ow persons other than
enpl oyees of the departnment to conduct road tests in representative
vehi cl es when such tests are required for applicants to obtain a class
A, B or Clicense. If HE OR she chooses to do so, HE OR she shall set
forth HHS OR her reasons in witing and conduct a public hearing on the
matter. [She] HE OR SHE shall only establish such a program after hol d-
ing the public hearing.

S 4. Subdivision 1 of section 507 of the vehicle and traffic law, as
anended by chapter 173 of the laws of 1990, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:
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1. Driver education. [Notw thstanding any other provisions of this
article, a class D or class MIlicense, whichever is appropriate, nmay be
issued to a m nor seventeen years of age who has successfully conpleted
al] A driver education course approved by the state education depart nment
and the comm ssioner in a high school or college MAY BE CONDUCTED PURSU-
ANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON. No such driver education
course nmay be approved unless classroomtraining is provided by a person
approved by the state education departnent and the conm ssioner. Howev-
er, a school district nay contract with one or nore |licensed drivers'
schools to provide behind the wheel training, pursuant to regulations
pronmul gated by the comm ssioner. [The conm ssioner shall prescribe the
requirenents for licensing of such mnors.] A student enrolled in such
an approved driver education course may operate a notor vehicle w thout
holding a driver's license or a learner's permt while under the imedi -
ate supervision of an instructor in such course or a driver's school
instructor providing behind the wheel training in such a course,
provi ded such operation is in accordance with the rules established by
the comm ssioner. [Every student who successfully conpl etes such course
in a day, evening or sumrer school program offered by a public or
private school shall receive certification of such conpletion on a
certificate prescribed by the comm ssioner.]

S 5. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a law. Effective imediately
t he conmi ssioner of notor vehicles is authorized to pronulgate any and
all rules and regulations and take any other neasures necessary to
i mpl enent this act on its effective date on or before such date.



