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STATE OF NEW YORK

6070
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 24, 2009

Introduced by M of A COLTON -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
prohi biting the use of plastic checkout bags by certain stores

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Article 27 of the environnental conservation |law is anended
by adding a newtitle 29 to read as foll ows:

TI TLE 29
PLASTI C CHECKOQUT BAGS

SECTI ON 27-2901. LEQ SLATI VE FI NDI NGS.
27-2903. DEFI NI TI ONS.
27-2905. LIM TATIONS ON THE USE OF CHECKOUT BAGS.
27-2907. REGULATI ONS.

S 27-2901. LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS.

THE LEG SLATURE HEREBY FI NDS THAT THE EXTENSI VE USE OF PLASTI C SHOP-
Pl NG BAGS CREATES AN | MPEDI MENT TO THE DI VERSION OF SOLID WASTE FROM
SOLID WASTE NMANAGEMENT FACI LI TI ES. PLASTI C BAGS ARE DI FFI CULT TO RECY-
CLE, MAY CONTAM NATE MATERI ALS PROCESSED THROUGH RECYCLI NG AND COWVPOST-
I NG PROGRAMS, AND CREATE SI GNI FI CANT LI TTER PROBLEMS. PLASTI C SHOPPI NG
BAGS HAVE CONSI DERABLE ENVI RONVENTAL | MPACTS, | NCLUDING THE USE OF
M LLIONS OF BARRELS OF O L IN THE UNIl TED STATES FOR THEI R MANUFACTURE

IT IS THE PURPOSE OF TH S TI TLE TO REDUCE THE | MPACT OF PLASTI C SHOP-
PI NG BAGS BY SPECIFYING THE MATERIALS THAT MAY BE USED IN THEIR
CONSTRUCTI ON.

S 27-2903. DEFI NI TI ONS.

AS USED IN THI' S TI TLE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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1. "ASTM STANDARD' MEANS THE AMERI CAN SCCI ETY FOR TESTI NG AND MATERI -
ALS | NTERNATI ONAL STANDARD D6400 FOR COVPOSTABLE PLASTIC, AS SUCH STAND-
ARD MAY BE AMENDED FROM TI ME TO TI ME.

2. " COWOSTABLE PLASTI C BAG' MEANS A PLASTI C BAG THAT CONFORMS TO THE
ASTM STANDARD FOR COVPOSTABLE PLASTIC, AS CONFI RVMED BY THE DEPARTMENT,
AND WHI CH DI SPLAYS IN A HI GHLY VI SI BLE MANNER ON THE OUTSI DE THEREOF THE
PHRASE " COVPOSTABLE AND REUSABLE".

3. "CHECKOQUT BAG' MEANS A CARRYOQUT BAG THAT | S PROVI DED BY A STORE TO
A CUSTOMVER AT THE PO NT OF SALE.

4. "H GHLY VI SI BLE" MEANS LETTERING IN A CONTRASTING COLOR TO THE
BAG S BACKGROUND COLOR THAT IS AT LEAST TWD I NCHES H GH ON THE FRONT
AND/ OR THE BACK OF SUCH BAG

5. "PERSON' MEANS AN I NDI VI DUAL, TRUST, FIRM JO NT STOCK COVPANY,
LIMTED LIABILITY COVWANY, CORPORATION, COOPERATIVE, PARTNERSH P OR
ASSCCI ATI ON.

6. "STORE" MEANS A RETAI L ESTABLI SHVENT THAT IS A FULL-LINE, SELF-SER-
VI CE RETAI L SUPERMARKET W TH ANNUAL GROSS SALES OF TWDO M LLION DOLLARS
OR MORE AND WHI CH SELLS A LI NE OF DRY GROCERI ES, CANNED GOODS OR NONFOOD
| TEMS, AND SOVE PERI SHABLE | TEMS.

S 27-2905. LI M TATIONS ON THE USE OF CHECKOUT BAGS.

1. ALL STORES SHALL PROVI DE ONLY PAPER BAGS, COVWPOSTABLE PLASTI C BAGS
AND/ OR REUSABLE BAGS AS CHECKOUT BAGS TO CUSTQOVERS.

2. NOTHING IN THI' S SECTI ON SHALL PRECLUDE STORES FROM MAKI NG REUSABLE
BAGS AVAI LABLE FOR SALE TO CUSTOMERS.

S 27-2907. REGULATI ONS.

THE DEPARTMENT | S AUTHORI ZED TO PROMULGATE ANY RULES AND REGULATI ONS
NECESSARY TO | MPLEMENT THE PROVI SIONS OF THI' S TI TLE.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a |law. Provided that, effective imrediately, the
department of environnental conservation is authorized to promnul gate any
rules and regul ations necessary to inplement the provisions of this act
on its effective date on or before such date.



