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STATE OF NEW YORK

6001
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 23, 2009

Introduced by M of A  WEISENBERG -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on I nsurance

AN ACT to anend the insurance law, in relation to autism spectrum di sor-
ders

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraph 25 of subsection (i) of section 3216 of the
i nsurance | aw, as added by chapter 557 of the aws of 2006, 1is anended
to read as foll ows:

(25) Every policy which provides coverage for hospital, surgical, or
nmedi cal care coverage shall not exclude coverage for diagnosis and
treatment of nedical conditions otherw se covered by the policy solely
because the treatnment is provided to diagnose or treat autism spectrum
di sorder. | N I NDI VI DUALS TWENTY- ONE YEARS OF AGE OR LESS, THERE SHALL BE
NO LIMTS ON THE NUVBER OF VI SITS AN | NDI VI DUAL MAY MAKE TO AN AUTI SM
PROVI DER. COVERAGE UNDER THI' S SUBSECTI ON MAY BE SUBJECT TO COPAYMENT,
DEDUCTI BLE AND CO NSURANCE PROVI SIONS OF A HEALTH | NSURANCE POLI CY TO
THE EXTENT THAT OTHER MEDI CAL SERVI CE COVERED BY THE HEALTH | NSURANCE
POLICY ARE SUBJECT TO SUCH PROVISIONS. TH S SUBSECTI ON SHALL NOT BE
CONSTRUED AS LI M TI NG THE BENEFI TS THAT ARE AVAI LABLE TO AN | NDI VI DUAL
UNDER A HEALTH | NSURANCE PCOLI CY. COVERAGE SHALL BE SUBJECT TO A MAXI MUM
BENEFI T OF THI RTY-SI X THOUSAND DOLLARS. AFTER DECEMBER THI RTY- FI RST, TWD
THOUSAND TEN, THE SUPERI NTENDENT SHALL, ON AN ANNUAL BASI'S, ADJUST THE
MAXI MUM  BENEFI T FOR | NFLATI ON USI NG THE MEDI CAL CARE COVPONENT OF THE
UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR CONSUMER PRI CE |INDEX FOR ALL URBAN
CONSUMERS.  THE SUPERI NTENDENT SHALL SUBM T THE ADJUSTED MAXI MUM BENEFI T
FOR PUBLI CATI ON ANNUALLY NO LATER THAN APRIL FIRST OF EACH CALENDAR
YEAR, AND SUCH PUBLI SHED ADJUSTED MAXI MUM BENEFI T SHALL BE APPLI CABLE I N
THE FOLLOW NG CALENDAR YEAR TO HEALTH | NSURANCE POLI CI ES SUBJECT TO THI' S
SECTI ON.  PAYMENTS MADE BY AN | NSURER ON BEHALF OF A COVERED | NDI VI DUAL
FOR ANY CARE, TREATMENT, |NTERVENTION, SERVICE OR |TEM UNRELATED TO

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS SHALL NOT BE APPLI ED TOMRDS ANY MAXI MUM BENE-
FI' T ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON. EXCEPT FOR | NPATI ENT SERVI CES,
IF AN | NDI VIDUAL | S RECElI VI NG TREATMENT FOR AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS,
AN |INSURER SHALL HAVE THE RI GHT TO REQUEST A REVI EW OF SUCH TREATMENT
NOT MORE THAN ONCE EVERY TWELVE MONTHS UNLESS SUCH | NSURER AND THE | NDI -
VI DUAL' S LI CENSED PHYSI Cl AN OR LI CENSED PSYCHOLOd ST AGREE THAT A MORE
FREQUENT REVI EW 1S NECESSARY. THE COST OF OBTAI NI NG ANY REVI EW SHALL BE
BORNE BY THE | NSURER.

(A) For purposes of this section[,]:

(1) "autism spectrum di sorder” neans a neurobi ol ogi cal condition that
i ncludes autism Asperger syndrome, Rett's syndrone, or pervasive devel -
oprent al di sorder.

(1'l) "APPLI ED BEHAVI OR ANALYSI S" MEANS THE DESI GN, | MPLEMENTATI ON, AND
EVALUATI ON  OF ENVI RONMVENTAL MODI FI CATI ONS, USI NG BEHAVI ORAL STI MULI  AND
CONSEQUENCES, TO PRODUCE SOCIALLY SIGNIFI CANT | MPROVEMENT | N HUMVAN
BEHAVI OR, |INCLUDING THE USE OF DI RECT OBSERVATI ON, MEASUREMENT, AND
FUNCTI ONAL ANALYSI S OF THE RELATI ONSHI P BETWEEN ENVI RONVENT AND BEHAV-
| OR.

(I'r1)y "AUTISM SERVI CES PROVI DER' MEANS ANY PERSON, ENTITY, OR GROUP
THAT PROVI DES TREATMENT OF AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS.

(1V) "Dl AGNCSI S OF AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS" MEANS MEDI CALLY NECES-
SARY ASSESSMENT, EVALUATI ONS, OR TESTS TO DI AGNOSE WHETHER AN | NDI VI DUAL
HAS ONE OF THE AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS.

" EVI DENCE- BASED RESEARCH' MEANS RESEARCH THAT APPLI ES RI GOROUS,
SYSTEMATI C, AND OBJECTI VE PROCEDURES TO OBTAI N VALI D KNOALEDGE RELEVANT
TO AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS.

(M) "HABI LI TATIVE OR REHABI LI TATI VE CARE" MEANS PROFESSI ONAL, COUN-
SELI NG AND GUI DANCE SERVI CES AND TREATMENT PROGRAMS, | NCLUDI NG APPLI ED
BEHAVI OR ANALYSI S, THAT ARE NECESSARY TO DEVELOP, MAI NTAIN, AND RESTORE,
TO THE MAXI MUM EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, THE FUNCTI ONI NG OF AN | NDI VI DUAL.

(M1) "MED CALLY NECESSARY" MEANS ANY CARE, TREATMENT, | NTERVENTI ON,
SERVI CE, OR | TEM THAT | S PRESCRI BED, PROVI DED, OR ORDERED BY A LI CENSED
PHYSI CI AN OR A LI CENSED PSYCHOLOG ST | N ACCORDANCE W TH ACCEPTED STAND-
ARDS OF PRACTI CE AND THAT WLL, OR IS REASONABLY EXPECTED TO, DO ANY OF
THE FOLLOW NG

(1) PREVENT THE ONSET OF AN | LLNESS, CONDI TI ON, I NJURY, OR DI SABILITY;

(2) REDUCE OR AMELI ORATE THE PHYSICAL, MENTAL, OR DEVELOPMENTAL
EFFECTS OF AN | LLNESS, CONDI TI ON, I NJURY, OR DI SABILITY; OR

(3) ASSIST TO ACHHEVE OR MAINTAIN NMAXI MUM FUNCTI ONAL CAPACITY IN
PERFORM NG DAILY ACTIVITIES, TAKING |NTO ACCOUNT BOTH THE FUNCTI ONAL
CAPACI TY OF THE | NDI VI DUAL AND THE FUNCTI ONAL CAPACI TI ES THAT ARE APPRO
PRI ATE FOR | NDI VI DUALS OF THE SAME AGE.

(M 11) "PHARVACY CARE' MEANS MEDI CATIONS PRESCRIBED BY A LI CENSED
PHYSI Cl AN  AND ANY HEALTH RELATED SERVI CES DEEMED MEDI CALLY NECESSARY TO
DETERM NE THE NEED OR EFFECTI VENESS OF THE MEDI CATI ONS.

(1 X) "PSYCH ATRI C CARE" MEANS DI RECT OR CONSULTATI VE SERVI CES PROVI DED
BY A PSYCHI ATRI ST LI CENSED I N THE STATE I N WH CH THE PSYCHI ATRI ST PRAC-
TI CES.

"PSYCHOLOG CAL CARE" MEANS DI RECT OR CONSULTATIVE SERVICES
PROVI DED BY A PSYCHOLOGQ ST LI CENSED I N THE STATE IN WHICH THE PSYCHOL-
OGd ST PRACTI CES.

(XI) "THERAPEUTI C CARE" MEANS SERVI CES PROVI DED BY LI CENSED OR CERTI -
FI ED SPEECH THERAPI STS, OCCUPATI ONAL THERAPI STS, OR PHYSI CAL THERAPI STS.

(XI'l) "TREATMENT FOR AUTISM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS" WLL |INCLUDE THE
FOLLON NG CARE PRESCRI BED, PROVI DED, OR ORDERED FOR AN | NDI VI DUAL DI AG
NOSED W TH ONE OF THE AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS BY A LI CENSED PHYSI Cl AN
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OR A LICENSED PSYCHOLOG ST WHO DETERM NES THE CARE TO BE MEDI CALLY
NECESSARY:

HABI LI TATI VE OR REHABI LI TATI VE CARE;

PHARMACY CARE;

PSYCHI ATRI C CARE;

PSYCHOLOG CAL CARE;

THERAPEUTI C CARE; AND

ANY CARE FOR I NDI VI DUALS W TH AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS THAT | S
DETERM NED BY THE STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENT, BASED UPON | TS REVI EW OF BEST
PRACTI CES OR EVI DENCE- BASED RESEARCH, TO BE MEDI CALLY NECESSARY AND THAT
'S PUBLI SHED I N THE REG STER FOR RULEMAKI NG BY STATE AGENCI ES. ANY SUCH
CARE, TREATMENT, | NTERVENTION, SERVICE, OR | TEM THAT WAS NOT PREVI OQUSLY
COVERED W LL BE INCLUDED |IN ANY HEALTH |INSURANCE PCLICY DELIVERED,
EXECUTED, | SSUED, AMENDED, ADJUSTED, OR RENEVED ON OR AFTER SI XTY DAYS
FOLLON NG THE DATE OF | TS PUBLI CATI ON I N THE STATE REG STER

(B) TH S PARAGRAPH SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED AS TO AFFECT ANY OBLI GATI ON
TO PROVIDE SERVICES TO AN |NDI VIDUAL UNDER AN | NDI VI DUALI ZED FAM LY
SERVI CE PLAN, AN | NDI VI DUALI ZED EDUCATI ON PROGRAM OR AN | NDI VI DUALI ZED
SERVI CE PLAN.

S 2. Paragraph 17 of subsection (1) of section 3221 of the insurance
| aw, as added by chapter 557 of the |aws of 2006, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(17) A group or blanket accident or health insurance policy or issuing
a group or blanket policy for delivery in this state which provides
coverage for hospital, surgical, or nedical care coverage shall not
exclude coverage for diagnosis and treatnent of nedical conditions
ot herwi se covered by the policy because the treatnment is provided to
di agnose or treat autismspectrumdisorder. |N IND VIDUALS TVENTY- ONE
YEARS OF AGE OR LESS, THERE SHALL BE NO LIMTS ON THE NUMBER OF WVISITS
AN | NDIVIDUAL NMAY MAKE TO AN AUTISM PROVI DER. COVERAGE UNDER THI S
SUBSECTI ON MAY BE SUBJECT TO COPAYMENT, DEDUCTIBLE AND CO NSURANCE
PROVI SI ONS OF A HEALTH | NSURANCE POLI CY TO THE EXTENT THAT OTHER MEDI CAL
SERVICE COVERED BY THE HEALTH | NSURANCE POLICY ARE SUBJECT TO SUCH
PROVI SI ONS. THI' S SUBSECTI ON SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED AS LI M TI NG THE BENE-
FITS THAT ARE AVAI LABLE TO AN | NDI VI DUAL UNDER A HEALTH | NSURANCE POLI -
CY. COVERAGE SHALL BE SUBJECT TO A MAXI MUM BENEFI T OF THI RTY- SI X THOU-
SAND DOLLARS. AFTER DECEMBER THIRTY-FIRST, TWO THOUSAND TEN, THE
SUPERI NTENDENT SHALL, ON AN ANNUAL BASI'S, ADJUST THE MAXI MUM BENEFI T FOR
| NFLATI ON  USI NG THE MEDI CAL CARE COVPONENT OF THE UNI TED STATES DEPART-
MENT OF LABOR CONSUMER PRI CE | NDEX FOR ALL URBAN CONSUMERS. THE SUPER-
| NTENDENT SHALL SUBM T THE ADJUSTED NMAXI MUM BENEFI T FOR PUBLI CATI ON
ANNUALLY NO LATER THAN APRIL FIRST OF EACH CALENDAR YEAR, AND SUCH
PUBLI SHED ADJUSTED MAXI MUM BENEFI T SHALL BE APPLI CABLE | N THE FOLLOW NG
CALENDAR YEAR TO HEALTH I NSURANCE PCLICIES SUBJECT TO TH'S SECTI ON
PAYMENTS MADE BY AN I NSURER ON BEHALF OF A COVERED | NDI VI DUAL FOR ANY
CARE, TREATMENT, | NTERVENTI ON, SERVI CE OR | TEM UNRELATED TO AUTI SM SPEC-
TRUM DI SORDERS SHALL NOT BE APPLI ED TOMRDS ANY MAXI MUM BENEFI T ESTAB-
LI SHED PURSUANT TO THI'S SECTI ON. EXCEPT FOR | NPATI ENT SERVI CES, | F AN
| NDI VI DUAL | S RECEI VI NG TREATMENT FOR AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS, AN
| NSURER SHALL HAVE THE RI GHT TO REQUEST A REVI EW OF SUCH TREATMENT NOT
MORE THAN ONCE EVERY TWELVE MONTHS UNLESS SUCH | NSURER AND THE | NDI VI D-
UAL'S LICENSED PHYSICIAN OR LICENSED PSYCHOLOd ST AGREE THAT A MORE
FREQUENT REVI EW | S NECESSARY. THE COST OF OBTAI NI NG ANY REVI EW SHALL BE
BORNE BY THE | NSURER.

(A) For purposes of this section[,]:
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(1) "autism spectrumdisorder” means a neurobi ol ogi cal condition that
i ncludes autism Asperger syndrome, Rett's syndrone, or pervasive devel -
oprent al di sorder.

(1'l) "APPLI ED BEHAVI OR ANALYSI S" MEANS THE DESI GN, | MPLEMENTATI ON, AND
EVALUATI ON  OF ENVI RONVENTAL MODI FI CATI ONS, USI NG BEHAVI ORAL STI MULI  AND
CONSEQUENCES, TO PRODUCE SOCIALLY SIGNIFI CANT | MPROVEMENT | N HUMAN
BEHAVI OR, |INCLUDING THE USE OF DI RECT OBSERVATI ON, MEASUREMENT, AND
FUNCTI ONAL ANALYSI S OF THE RELATI ONSHI P BETWEEN ENVI RONVENT AND BEHAV-
| OR.

(I'r1)y "AUTI SM SERVI CES PROVI DER' MEANS ANY PERSON, ENTITY, OR GROUP
THAT PROVI DES TREATMENT OF AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS.

(1V) "Dl AGNCSI S OF AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS" MEANS MEDI CALLY NECES-
SARY ASSESSMENT, EVALUATI ONS, OR TESTS TO DI AGNOSE WHETHER AN | NDI VI DUAL
HAS ONE OF THE AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS.

" EVI DENCE- BASED RESEARCH' MEANS RESEARCH THAT APPLI ES RI GOROUS,
SYSTEMATI C, AND OBJECTI VE PROCEDURES TO OBTAI N VALI D KNOALEDGE RELEVANT
TO AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS.

(M) "HABI LI TATIVE OR REHABI LI TATI VE CARE" MEANS PROFESSI ONAL, COUN-
SELI NG AND GUI DANCE SERVI CES AND TREATMENT PROGRAMS, | NCLUDI NG APPLI ED
BEHAVI OR ANALYSI S, THAT ARE NECESSARY TO DEVELOP, MAI NTAIN, AND RESTORE,
TO THE MAXI MUM EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, THE FUNCTI ONI NG OF AN | NDI VI DUAL.

(M) "MEDI CALLY NECESSARY" MEANS ANY CARE, TREATMENT, | NTERVENTI ON,
SERVI CE, OR | TEM THAT | S PRESCRI BED, PROVI DED, OR ORDERED BY A LI CENSED
PHYSI CI AN OR A LI CENSED PSYCHOLOG ST | N ACCORDANCE W TH ACCEPTED STAND-
ARDS OF PRACTI CE AND THAT WLL, OR IS REASONABLY EXPECTED TO, DO ANY OF
THE FOLLOW NG

(1) PREVENT THE ONSET OF AN | LLNESS, CONDI TI ON, | NJURY, OR DI SABILITY;

(2) REDUCE OR AMELI ORATE THE PHYSICAL, MENTAL, OR DEVELOPMENTAL
EFFECTS OF AN | LLNESS, CONDI TION, I NJURY, OR DI SABILITY; OR

(3) ASSIST TO ACHHEVE OR MAINTAIN MAXI MUM FUNCTI ONAL CAPACITY IN
PERFORM NG DAILY ACTIVITIES, TAKING |NTO ACCOUNT BOTH THE FUNCTI ONAL
CAPACI TY OF THE | NDI VI DUAL AND THE FUNCTI ONAL CAPACI TI ES THAT ARE APPRO
PRI ATE FOR | NDI VI DUALS OF THE SAME AGE.

(M 11) "PHARVACY CARE' MEANS MEDI CATIONS PRESCRIBED BY A LI CENSED
PHYSI Cl AN  AND ANY HEALTH RELATED SERVI CES DEEMED MEDI CALLY NECESSARY TO
DETERM NE THE NEED OR EFFECTI VENESS OF THE MEDI CATI ONS.

(1 X) "PSYCH ATRI C CARE" MEANS DI RECT OR CONSULTATI VE SERVI CES PROVI DED
BY A PSYCHI ATRI ST LI CENSED I N THE STATE I N WH CH THE PSYCHI ATRI ST PRAC-
TI CES.

"PSYCHOLOG CAL CARE" MEANS DI RECT OR CONSULTATIVE SERVICES
PROVI DED BY A PSYCHOLOGQ ST LI CENSED I N THE STATE IN WHICH THE PSYCHOL-
OGd ST PRACTI CES.

(XI) "THERAPEUTI C CARE" MEANS SERVI CES PROVI DED BY LI CENSED OR CERTI -
FI ED SPEECH THERAPI STS, OCCUPATI ONAL THERAPI STS, OR PHYSI CAL THERAPI STS.

(XI'l) "TREATMENT FOR AUTISM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS" WLL |INCLUDE THE
FOLLON NG CARE PRESCRI BED, PROVI DED, OR ORDERED FOR AN | NDI VI DUAL DI AG
NOSED W TH ONE OF THE AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS BY A LI CENSED PHYSI Cl AN
OR A LICENSED PSYCHOLOG ST WHO DETERM NES THE CARE TO BE MEDI CALLY
NECESSARY:

(1) HABI LI TATI VE OR REHABI LI TATI VE CARE;

(2) PHARMACY CARE;

(3) PSYCHI ATRI C CARE;

(4) PSYCHOLOJ CAL CARE;

(5) THERAPEUTI C CARE; AND

(6) ANY CARE FOR | NDI VI DUALS W TH AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS THAT IS
DETERM NED BY THE STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENT, BASED UPON | TS REVI EW OF BEST



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

A. 6001 5

PRACTI CES OR EVI DENCE- BASED RESEARCH, TO BE MEDI CALLY NECESSARY AND THAT
IS PUBLISHED |IN THE GAZETTE FOR RULEMAKI NG BY STATE AGENCI ES. ANY SUCH
CARE, TREATMENT, | NTERVENTI ON, SERVICE, OR | TEM THAT WAS NOT PREVI QUSLY
COVERED WLL BE |INCLUDED |IN ANY HEALTH | NSURANCE POLI CY DELI VERED,
EXECUTED, | SSUED, AMENDED, ADJUSTED, OR RENEWED ON OR AFTER SI XTY DAYS
FOLLON NG THE DATE OF | TS PUBLI CATI ON I N THE STATE REG STER

(B) TH S PARAGRAPH SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED AS TO AFFECT ANY OBLI GATI ON
TO PROVI DE SERVI CES TO AN | NDI VIDUAL UNDER AN | NDIVIDUALI ZED FAMLY
SERVI CE PLAN, AN | NDI VI DUALI ZED EDUCATI ON PROGRAM COR AN | NDI VI DUALI ZED
SERVI CE PLAN.

S 3. Subsection (ee) of section 4303 of the insurance |aw, as added by
chapter 557 of the laws of 2006, is amended to read as foll ows:

(ee) A nedical expense indemmity corporation, a hospital service
corporation or a health service corporation which provides coverage for
hospital, surgical, or nedical care coverage shall not exclude coverage
for diagnosis and treatnment of nedical conditions otherw se covered by
the policy solely because the treatnent is provided to diagnose or treat
auti sm spectrumdi sorder. I N IND VIDUALS TWENTY-ONE YEARS OF ACGE OR
LESS, THERE SHALL BE NO LIM TS ON THE NUMBER OF VI SITS AN | NDI VI DUAL MAY
MAKE TO AN AUTISM PROVIDER ~ COVERAGE UNDER THI' S SUBSECTI ON MAY BE
SUBJECT TO COPAYMENT, DEDUCTI BLE AND CO NSURANCE PROVI SIONS OF A HEALTH
| NSURANCE POLICY TO THE EXTENT THAT OTHER MEDI CAL SERVI CES COVERED BY
THE HEALTH | NSURANCE POLICY ARE SUBJECT TO SUCH PROVISIONS. TH'S
SUBSECTI ON SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED AS LIM TING THE BENEFI TS THAT ARE
AVAI LABLE TO AN | NDI VI DUAL UNDER A HEALTH | NSURANCE POLICY. COVERAGE
SHALL BE SUBJECT TO A MAXI MUM BENEFI T OF THI RTY-SI X THOUSAND DOLLARS.
AFTER DECEMBER THI RTY- FI RST, TWD THOUSAND TEN, THE SUPERI NTENDENT SHALL,
ON AN ANNUAL BASI'S, ADJUST THE MAXI MUM BENEFI T FOR | NFLATION USING THE
MEDI CAL CARE COVPONENT OF THE UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR CONSUMER
PRI CE | NDEX FOR ALL URBAN CONSUMERS. THE SUPERI NTENDENT SHALL SUBM T THE
ADJUSTED MAXI MUM BENEFIT FOR PUBLI CATI ON ANNUALLY NO LATER THAN APRI L
FI RST OF EACH CALENDAR YEAR, AND SUCH PUBLI SHED ADJUSTED MAXI MUM BENEFI T
SHALL BE APPLI CABLE | N THE FOLLOW NG CALENDAR YEAR TO HEALTH | NSURANCE
POLI CI ES SUBJECT TO THI S SECTI ON. PAYMENTS MADE BY AN | NSURER ON BEHALF
OF A COVERED | NDI VI DUAL FOR ANY CARE, TREATMENT, | NTERVENTI ON, SERVI CE
OR | TEM UNRELATED TO AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS SHALL NOT BE APPLIED
TOMRDS ANY MAXI MUM BENEFI T ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON. EXCEPT
FOR | NPATIENT SERVICES, |F AN INDIVIDUAL | S RECElI VI NG TREATMENT FOR
AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS, AN | NSURER SHALL HAVE THE RI GHT TO REQUEST A
REVIEW OF SUCH TREATMENT NOT MORE THAN ONCE EVERY TWELVE MONTHS UNLESS
SUCH INSURER AND THE INDIVIDUAL'S LICENSED PHYSICIAN OR LI CENSED
PSYCHOLOG ST AGREE THAT A MORE FREQUENT REVI EW | S NECESSARY. THE COST OF
OBTAI Nl NG ANY REVI EW SHALL BE BORNE BY THE | NSURER.

(A) For purposes of this section[,]:

(1) "autism spectrumdisorder” means a neurobi ol ogi cal condition that
i ncludes autism Asperger syndronme, Rett's syndrone, or pervasive devel -
oprent al di sorder.

(1'l) "APPLI ED BEHAVI OR ANALYSI S" MEANS THE DESI GN, | MPLEMENTATI ON, AND
EVALUATI ON OF ENVI RONMENTAL MODI FI CATI ONS, USI NG BEHAVI ORAL STI MULI  AND
CONSEQUENCES, TO PRODUCE SOCIALLY SIGNIFICANT | MPROVEMENT | N HUVAN
BEHAVI OR, | NCLUDING THE USE OF DI RECT OBSERVATION, MEASUREMENT, AND
FUNCTI ONAL ANALYSI S OF THE RELATI ONSHI P BETWEEN ENVI RONMVENT AND BEHAV-
| OR.

(1'11) "AUTI SM SERVI CES PROVI DER' MEANS ANY PERSON, ENTITY, OR GROUP
THAT PROVI DES TREATMENT OF AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS.
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(1V) "DIAGNOSI S OF AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS" MEANS MEDI CALLY NECES-
SARY ASSESSMENT, EVALUATI ONS, OR TESTS TO DI AGNOSE WHETHER AN | NDI VI DUAL
HAS ONE OF THE AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SCRDERS.

" EVI DENCE- BASED RESEARCH' MEANS RESEARCH THAT APPLI ES Rl GOROUS,
SYSTENMATI C, AND OBJECTI VE PROCEDURES TO OBTAI N VALI D KNOALEDGE RELEVANT
TO AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SCRDERS.

(V1) "HABILITATIVE OR REHABI LI TATI VE CARE" NMEANS PROFESSI ONAL, COUN-
SELI NG AND GUI DANCE SERVI CES AND TREATMENT PROGRAMS, | NCLUDI NG APPLI ED
BEHAVI OR ANALYSI S, THAT ARE NECESSARY TO DEVELOP, MNAI NTAI N, AND RESTORE,
TO THE MAXI MUM EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, THE FUNCTI ONI NG OF AN | NDI VI DUAL.

(M) "MED CALLY NECESSARY" MEANS ANY CARE, TREATMENT, | NTERVENTI ON,
SERVI CE, OR | TEM THAT | S PRESCRI BED, PROVI DED, OR ORDERED BY A LI CENSED
PHYSI CI AN OR A LI CENSED PSYCHOLOG ST | N ACCORDANCE W TH ACCEPTED STAND-
ARDS OF PRACTI CE AND THAT WLL, OR IS REASONABLY EXPECTED TO, DO ANY OF
THE FOLLOW NG

(1) PREVENT THE ONSET OF AN I LLNESS, CONDI TI ON, | NJURY, OR DI SABILITY;

(2) REDUCE OR AMELIORATE THE PHYSICAL, MENTAL, OR DEVELOPMENTAL
EFFECTS OF AN | LLNESS, CONDI TI ON, I NJURY, OR DI SABILITY; OR

(3) ASSIST TO ACHHEVE OR MAINTAIN NMAXIMUM FUNCTIONAL CAPACITY IN
PERFORM NG DAILY ACTIMITIES, TAKING |NTO ACCOUNT BOTH THE FUNCTI ONAL
CAPACI TY OF THE I NDI VI DUAL AND THE FUNCTI ONAL CAPACI TI ES THAT ARE APPRO-
PRI ATE FOR | NDI VI DUALS OF THE SAME ACE.

(M11) "PHARVACY CARE' MEANS MEDI CATIONS PRESCRIBED BY A LI CENSED
PHYSI CI AN  AND ANY HEALTH RELATED SERVI CES DEEMED MEDI CALLY NECESSARY TO
DETERM NE THE NEED OR EFFECTI VENESS OF THE MEDI CATI ONS.

(1'X) "PSYCH ATRI C CARE" MEANS DI RECT OR CONSULTATI VE SERVI CES PROVI DED
BY A PSYCHI ATRI ST LI CENSED | N THE STATE I N VWH CH THE PSYCHI ATRI ST PRAC-
TI CES.

(X) "PSYCHOLOG CAL  CARE" MEANS DI RECT OR CONSULTATI VE SERVI CES
PROVI DED BY A PSYCHOLOGQ ST LI CENSED I N THE STATE IN VHICH THE PSYCHCOL-
O3 ST PRACTI CES.

(XI') "THERAPEUTI C CARE" MEANS SERVI CES PROVI DED BY LI CENSED OR CERTI -
FI ED SPEECH THERAPI STS, OCCUPATI ONAL THERAPI STS, OR PHYSI CAL THERAPI STS.

(XI'l) "TREATMENT FOR AUTISM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS" WLL |INCLUDE THE
FOLLON NG CARE PRESCRI BED, PROVI DED, OR ORDERED FOR AN | NDI VI DUAL DI AG
NCSED W TH ONE OF THE AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS BY A LI CENSED PHYSI Cl AN
OR A LICENSED PSYCHOLOGE ST WHO DETERM NES THE CARE TO BE MEDI CALLY
NECESSARY:

(1) HABI LI TATI VE OR REHABI LI TATI VE CARE;

PHARMACY CARE;

PSYCHI ATRI C CARE;

PSYCHOLOG CAL CARE;

THERAPEUTI C CARE; AND

ANY CARE FOR | NDI VI DUALS W TH AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS THAT | S
DETERM NED BY THE STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENT, BASED UPON | TS REVI EW OF BEST
PRACTI CES OR EVI DENCE- BASED RESEARCH, TO BE MEDI CALLY NECESSARY AND THAT
IS PUBLISHED IN THE GAZETTE FOR RULEMAKI NG BY STATE AGENCI ES. ANY SUCH
CARE, TREATMENT, | NTERVENTI ON, SERVICE, OR | TEM THAT WAS NOT' PREVI QUSLY
COVERED WLL BE |[INCLUDED IN ANY HEALTH I NSURANCE POLI CY DELI VERED,
EXECUTED, | SSUED, AMENDED, ADJUSTED, OR RENEWED ON OR AFTER SI XTY DAYS
FOLLOW NG THE DATE OF I TS PUBLI CATION | N THE STATE REQ STER

(B) THI' S SUBSECTI ON SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED AS TO AFFECT ANY OBLI GATI ON
TO PROVIDE SERVICES TO AN | ND VI DUAL UNDER AN | NDI VI DUALI ZED FAM LY
SERVI CE PLAN, AN | NDI VI DUALI ZED EDUCATI ON PROGRAM OR AN | NDI VI DUALI ZED
SERVI CE PLAN.

e L T Y Y
U1 WN
— N



OO WNE

A. 6001 7

S 4. This act shall take effect on the first of January after it
shall have becone a | aw and shall apply to all policies and contracts
i ssued, renewed, nodified, altered or anmended on or after the effective
date; provided, however, that any rules and regulations necessary for
the inplenmentation of this act shall be pronul gated on or before such
effective date.



