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STATE OF NEW YORK

5549--A
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 13, 2009

Introduced by M of A TITUS, PAULIN, WElI SENBERG CAHI LL, P. RIVERA --
read once and referred to the Committee on Transportation -- committee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmmtted
to said conmttee

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to access to
certain for-hire vehicles and shuttle services by persons with disa-
bilities

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic law is amended by adding a new
section 1220-d to read as foll ows:

S 1220-D. ACCESSIBILITY IN FOR-H RE VEH CLES. 1. FOR THE PURPOSES OF
THI S SECTI ON, THE FOLLOW NG TERMS SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:

(A) "PRE-ARRANGED FOR-H RE VEHI CLE' SHALL MEAN A MOTOR VEH CLE,
DESI GNED TO CARRY NO MORE THAN NI NE PASSENGERS ( EXCLUDING THE DRI VER),
THAT IS USED | N THE BUSI NESS OF TRANSPORTI NG PASSENGERS FOR COWVPENSATI ON
ON A PRE- ARRANGED BASI S, AND OPERATED I N SUCH BUSI NESS UNDER A LI CENSE
OR PERM T | SSUED BY A LICENSING JURISDICTION. THE TERM "PRE- ARRANGED
FOR-H RE VEH CLE" SHALL APPLY TO VEH CLES AS DEFINED IN THI S SECTI ON
REGARDLESS OF ANY OTHER PROVI SION OF LOCAL LAW OR RULE DEFINING OR
DESCRI BI NG SUCH VEHI CLES BY ANY OTHER TERMS SUCH AS LI VERY, BLACK CAR,
OR LUXURY LI MOUSI NE.

(B) "PRE- ARRANGED FOR- H RE VEHI CLE OPERATOR' SHALL MEAN THE REG STERED
OMER OF A PRE- ARRANGED FOR-HIRE VEHICLE, OR A DULY LICENSED DRI VER
DESI GNATED BY SUCH REG STERED OMNER TO OPERATE THE REG STERED OMNER S
PRE- ARRANGED FOR-HIRE VEHI CLE AS THE REG STERED OMER S AUTHORI ZED
DESI G\EE.

(© "SHUTTLE SERVICE" SHALL MEAN ANY PRE- ARRANGED FOR- H RE VEHI CLE
TRANSPORTATI ON OFFERED ON A FI XED ROUTE | NCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO
GROUND TRANSPORTATI ON OFFERED BY HOTELS TO AND FROM Al RPORTS AND TOURI SM
DESTI NATI ONS.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(D) "WHEELCHAI R ACCESSIBLE VEH CLE"' SHALL MEAN A VEHI CLE CAPABLE OF
TRANSPORTI NG | NDI VI DUALS WHO USE WHEELCHAI RS OR OTHER MOBI LI TY AIDS AND
VWHO ARE UNABLE TO TRANSFER FROM A WHEELCHAI R OR OTHER MOBI LI TY AID TO A
VEH CLE PASSENGER SEAT. NOTHING IN TH'S CHAPTER SHALL DIM N SH THE
REQUI REMENTS OF FOR-H RE VEH CLES TO COVPLY W TH THE NON- DI SCRI M NATI ON
REQUI REMENTS OF TITLE Il OF THE AMERI CANS W TH DI SABI LI TIES ACT OF 1990
(42 U S.C. 12181 ET SEQ).

(E) "EQUI VALENT SERVI CE" SHALL MEAN THE PROVI SI ON OF SERVI CES TO | NDI -
VI DUALS W TH DI SABI LI TIES, | NCLUDI NG | NDI VI DUALS WHO USE WHEELCHAI RS,
THAT WHEN TAKEN |IN TOTALITY IS EQUI VALENT TO THE SERVI CE PROVI DED TO
PERSONS W THOUT DI SABI LI TI ES WHEN MEASURED BY THE FOLLOW NG CHARACTER-
| STI CS:

(1) ABILITY TO ACCEPT RESERVATI ONS;
(1'l) FARES CHARGED;

(1'1'l) RESPONSE TI ME TO REQUESTS FOR SERVI CE;

(1V) HOURS AND DAYS OF SERVI CE AVAI LABI LI TY;

(V) RESTRI CTI ONS BASED UPON TRI P PURPOSE; AND

(V) OTHER LI M TATI ONS ON CAPACI TY OR SERVI CE AVAI LABI LI TY.

2. (A EVERY PRE-ARRANGED FOR-H RE VEHI CLE OWNER OR SHUTTLE SERVI CE
PROVI DER W TH NOT MORE THAN TEN FOR-H RE VEHI CLES SHALL (1) ADVERTI SE
AND PROVI DE ACCESSI BLE ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATI ON UPON REQUEST OF A
PATRON; AND (I1) PURCHASE AT LEAST ONE WHEELCHAI R ACCESSIBLE VEH CLE
UPON | TS NEXT PURCHASE OF A NEW OR USED VEH CLE.

(B) EVERY PRE-ARRANGED FOR-H RE VEHI CLE OMER OR SHUTTLE SERVI CE
PROVI DER W TH NOT LESS THAN ELEVEN OR MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED FOR-H RE
VEH CLES SHALL (1) ADVERTI SE AND PROVI DE ACCESSI BLE ALTERNATI VE TRANS-
PORTATI ON UPON REQUEST OF A PATRON; AND (I1) PURCHASE WHEELCHAI R ACCES-
SIBLE VEH CLES UPON NEED TO REPLACE EXI STI NG VEH CLES, OR W THI N THREE
YEARS OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON, UNTIL NOT LESS THAN TEN
PERCENT OF THE FLEET | S WHEELCHAI R ACCESSI BLE.

(© EVERY PRE-ARRANGED FOR-H RE VEH CLE OMER OR SHUTTLE SERVICE
PROVI DER W TH NOT LESS THAN ONE HUNDRED ONE FOR- HI RE VEHI CLES SHALL (1)
ADVERTI SE AND PROVI DE ACCESSI BLE ALTERNATI VE TRANSPORTATI ON UPON REQUEST
OF A PATRON; AND (I1) PURCHASE WHEELCHAI R ACCESSI BLE VEH CLES UPON NEED
TO REPLACE EXI STI NG VEHI CLES, OR W THI N FI VE YEARS OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE
OF TH'S SUBDI VI SI ON, UNTIL NOT LESS THAN TWENTY PERCENT OF THE FLEET IS
VWHEELCHAI R ACCESSI BLE.

3. FAILURE TO COVPLY WTH THE PROVI SIONS OF SUBDIVISION TWO OF THI'S
SECTI ON SHALL CONSTI TUTE A VI OLATI ON PUNI SHABLE BY A FINE OF NOT LESS
THAN FI FTY DOLLARS AND NOT MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED FI FTY DOLLARS PER DAY
FROM THE DATE A VICOLATION OCCURRED UNTIL THE DATE SUCH VI OLATION IS
CURED. A VI OLATI ON MAY ALSO BE GROUNDS FOR REVOCATION OR DEN AL OF
LI CENSING OR REG STRATION, OR RENEWAL THEREOF, UNDER SECTION FOUR
HUNDRED ONE OF THI S CHAPTER. THE LOCAL AND STATE AUTHORI TIES CHARGED
W TH | SSU NG PERM TS, LI CENSES AND REG STRATI ON OF PRE- ARRANGED FOR- HI RE
VEH CLES AND SHUTTLE SERVI CES SHALL REQUI RE PROOF PRI OR TO | SSUANCE OF
SUCH PERM T, LI CENSE AND REGQ STRATI ON, OR RENEWAL THERECF, OF COWPLI ANCE
W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S SECTI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the three hundred sixty-fifth day
after it shall have becone a | aw



