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AN ACT to anmend the executive law, in relation to requiring counties to
mai ntain a registry of people of all ages with disabilities for evacu-
ation and sheltering during disasters

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 23-a of the executive |aw, as added by chapter 658
of the laws of 1996, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 23-a. County registry of [disabled persons] PEOPLE OF ALL AGES W TH
DISABILITIES, AS THAT TERM |S DEFINED |N SUBDI VI SI ON TVWENTY- ONE OF
SECTI ON TWD HUNDRED NI NETY- TWO OF THI S CHAPTER; noti ce. 1. In each
county having a |local disaster preparedness plan pursuant to section
twenty-three of this article, in order to neet the special needs of
persons OF ALL AGES WTH DI SABI LI TI ES who woul d need assi stance during
evacuations and sheltering because of physical or nental [handicaps]
DISABILITIES, it [is recommended] SHALL BE REQUI RED that each chief
executive maintain a registry of [disabled persons] PEOPLE OF ALL AGES
WTH DISABILITIES l|ocated wthin the county. PEOPLE OF ALL AGES W TH
DI SABI LI TIES SHALL BE G VEN THE OPTI ON NOT TO BE | NCLUDED IN THE REGQ S-
TRY. The registration shall identify those persons in need of assistance
and plan for resource allocation to neet those identified needs. To
assi st the chief executive in identifying such persons, the county
departnent of health, THE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF SOCI AL SERVI CES, THE
COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH, or such other county departnent or
agency as designated by the chief executive, shall provide [voluntary]
registration information to all of its [special needs] clients OF ALL
AGES WTH DI SABILITIES and to all incomng clients as part of the intake
process. The registry shall be updated annually. The regi stration
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program shal | give [disabled persons] SUCH PEOPLE OF ALL AGES W TH DI SA-
BILITIES the option of pre-authorizing enmergency response personnel to
enter their hones during search and rescue operations if necessary to
assure their safety and wel fare during disasters.

2. Upon the establishment of a [voluntary] registry of [disabled
persons] PEOPLE OF ALL AGES W TH DI SABI LI TIES as provi ded i n subdivision
one of this section, the chief executive shall nake such registry avail -
able to the appropriate county, state and federal agencies for their use
in delivering services in the event of a local or state disaster. The
chief executive shall[, upon the request of the state energency manage-
ment office,] provide such registry information to [such] THE STATE
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT of fice. The chief executive may, at his discretion,
use the registry information for |ocal disaster preparedness only in
coordi nation with other political subdivisions of the state.

3. Upon the establishnent of a [voluntary] registry of [disabled
persons] PEOPLE OF ALL AGES W TH DI SABI LI TIES as provi ded in subdivision
one of this section, at |east sem -annually, each chief executive shal
cause to be published in a newspaper of general circulation wthin the
county a notice of the availability of the [voluntary] registration
progr am

4. Al records, data, information, correspondence and communications
relating to the registration of [disabled persons] PEOPLE OF ALL AGES
W TH DI SABI LI TIES as provided in subdivision one of this section are
confidential, except that such information shall be available to other
county chief executives for local disaster preparedness only as the
chi ef executive of the county maintaining such registry deens necessary.
Provi ded, however, the individual file of a person having registered
with the registry of [disabled persons] PEOPLE OF ALL AGES W TH DI SABI L-
| TIES shall be nade avail able to that person upon request.

5. All comunity-based services providers, including home health care
providers, shall assist the chief executive by collecting registration
i nformation for people with special needs as part of program intake
processes, establishing prograns to increase the awareness of the regis-
tration process, and educating clients about the procedures that may be
necessary for their safety during disasters.

6. A county shall not be liable for any claimbased upon the REASON
ABLE, good faith exercise or performance or the REASONABLE, good faith
failure to exercise or performa function or duty on the part of any
of ficer or enployee in carrying out a |ocal disaster preparedness plan.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



