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Introduced by M of A G.ICK, O DONNELL, HOYT, PERALTA, N. RIVERA --
Mul ti-Sponsored by -- M of A BING BRENNAN, CAHI LL, COLTON, DI Az,
DI NOW TZ, ESPAI LLAT, GOTTFRI ED, JOHN, KELLNER, LIFTQON, V. LOPEZ, MEN
ENY, ORTIZ, PAULIN, PHEFFER, TOMS -- read once and referred to the
Committee on CGovernnental Enpl oyees

AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal |law and the retirement and socia
security law, in relation to providing accidental death benefits to
donmestic partners and the children of donestic partners in the case of
certain nenbers

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivisions 3 and 4 of section 208-b of the general nunic-
i pal |aw, as added by chapter 882 of the |laws of 1958, are anended and a
new subdivision 6 is added to read as foll ows:

3. The death benefit shall be paid to:

a. The nmenber's widow OR HS OR HER DOVESTI C PARTNER, or if he OR SHE
shal |l | eave no wi dow OR W DONER, OR DOMVESTI C PARTNER, or if his OR HER
wi dow OR WDOAER, OR DOMVESTIC PARTNER shall die before receiving the
total of the amounts provided in subdivision two [hereof] OF TH'S
SECTION, then to

b. Hs OR HER child or children, |INCLUDI NG THE DEPENDENT CHI LD OR
CHI LDREN OF HI' S OR HER DOVESTI C PARTNER, under age eighteen, in equa
amount s.

4. Application for death benefit shall be made:

a. By the nmenber's w dow OR W DONER, OR DOVESTI C PARTNER

b. By any of his OR HER children, | NCLUDI NG THE DEPENDENT CHI LD OR
CH LDREN OF HI' S OR HER DQOVESTI C PARTNER

c. By any person in behalf of the wi dow OR WDOAER, DOMESTIC PARTNER
or children.

6. FOR PURPOCSES OF THI'S SECTION ONLY, "DOVESTI C PARTNER' MEANS A
PERSON WHO, W TH RESPECT TO ANOTHER PERSON:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD04493- 02- 9
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A | S FORVALLY A PARTY IN A DOVESTI C PARTNERSHI P OR SIM LAR RELATI ON
SHP WTH THE OTHER PERSON, ENTERED | NTO PURSUANT TO THE LAWS OF THE
UNI TED STATES OR OF ANY STATE, LOCAL OR FOREI GN JURI SDI CTION, OR REQ S-
TERED AS THE DOVESTIC PARTNER OF THE OTHER PERSON W TH ANY REG STRY
MAI NTAI NED BY THE EMPLOYER OF EI THER PARTY OR ANY STATE, MUNI Cl PALI TY,
OR FOREI GN JURI SDI CTI ON; OR

B. IS FORVALLY RECOGNI ZED AS A BENEFI Cl ARY OR COVERED PERSON UNDER THE
OTHER PERSON' S EMPLOYMENT BENEFI TS OR HEALTH | NSURANCE; OR

C. |'S DEPENDENT OR MUTUALLY | NTERDEPENDENT ON THE OTHER PERSON FOR
SUPPORT, AS EVI DENCED BY THE TOTALI TY OF THE Cl RCUMSTANCES | NDI CATI NG A
MUTUAL | NTENT TO BE DOVESTI C PARTNERS |INCLUDING BUT NOTI LIMTED TO
COWON OWNERSHI P OR JO NT LEASI NG OF REAL OR PERSONAL PROPERTY; COVWVON
HOUSEHOLDI NG, SHARED | NCOVE OR SHARED EXPENSES; CHI LDREN IN COVMN,
SIGNS OF |NTENT TO MARRY OR BECOVE DOVESTI C PARTNERS UNDER PARAGRAPH A
OR B OF THI S SUBDI VI SI ON;, OR THE LENGTH OF THE PERSONAL RELATI ONSHI P OF
THE PERSONS.

S 2. Section 208-f of the general nunicipal |law is anended by addi ng
two new subdivisions j and k to read as foll ows:

J. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, WHERE ALL REQUI REMENTS OF THI'S
SECTI ON HAVE BEEN MET FOR THE PAYMENT OF SPECI AL ACCI DENTAL DEATH BENE-
FIT PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON BASED ON THE DEATH OF (1) A DECEASED MEMBER
OF A PENSI ON OR RETI REMENT SYSTEM OF A POLI CE DEPARTMENT OR PAID FIRE
DEPARTMENT OF A CITY (QUTSIDE THE CITY OF NEW YORK), TOMN OR VI LLAGE;
(2) A DECEASED PAI D UNI FORVED MEMBER OF A COUNTY SHERI FF'S DEPARTMENT
(QUTSIDE THE CITY OF NEW YORK); OR (3) A DECEASED EMPLOYEE (QUTSI DE THE
CITY OF NEWYORK) IN A TITLE WHOSE DUTIES REQU RE THE SUPERVISION OF
EMPLOYEES WHOSE DUTI ES ARE THOSE OF AN EMERGENCY MEDI CAL TECHNI Cl AN OR
ADVANCED EMERGENCY MEDI CAL TECHNI Cl AN (AS THOSE TERVMS ARE DEFINED IN
SECTI ON THREE THOUSAND ONE OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW, THE TERMS "W DOW
AND "W DOWER', AS USED IN THI S SECTI ON, SHALL BE DEEMED TO | NCLUDE THE
SURVI VI NG DOMESTI C PARTNER AND THE TERM " DECEASED MEMBER S CHI LDREN'
SHALL BE DEEMED TO | NCLUDE THE DEPENDENT CHI LD OR CHI LDREN OF HI S OR HER
DOVESTI C PARTNER.

K. FOR PURPCSES OF THIS SECTION ONLY, "DOVESTIC PARTNER' MEANS A
PERSON WHO, W TH RESPECT TO ANOTHER PERSON:

1. 1S FORVALLY A PARTY I N A DOVESTI C PARTNERSHI P OR SI M LAR RELATI ON-
SH P WTH THE OTHER PERSON, ENTERED | NTO PURSUANT TO THE LAWS OF THE
UNI TED STATES OR OF ANY STATE, LOCAL OR FOREI GN JURI SDI CTI ON, OR REG S-
TERED AS THE DOVESTI C PARTNER OF THE OTHER PERSON WTH ANY REG STRY
MAI NTAI NED BY THE EMPLOYER OF EI THER PARTY OR ANY STATE, MUNI Cl PALI TY,
OR FOREI GN JURI SDI CTI ON; OR

2. |'S FORMALLY RECOGNI ZED AS A BENEFI Cl ARY OR COVERED PERSON UNDER THE
OTHER PERSON' S EMPLOYMENT BENEFI TS OR HEALTH | NSURANCE; OR

3. |'S DEPENDENT OR MUTUALLY | NTERDEPENDENT ON THE OTHER PERSON FOR
SUPPORT, AS EVI DENCED BY THE TOTALI TY OF THE Cl RCUMSTANCES | NDI CATI NG A
MUTUAL | NTENT TO BE DOVESTI C PARTNERS |INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO
COWON OWNERSHI P OR JO NT LEASI NG OF REAL OR PERSONAL PROPERTY; COVWON
HOUSEHOLDI NG, SHARED | NCOVE OR SHARED EXPENSES; CHI LDREN |IN COVON,
SI GNS OF | NTENT TO MARRY OR BECOVE DOVESTI C PARTNERS UNDER PARAGRAPH ONE
OR TWO OF TH S SUBDI VI SION;, OR THE LENGTH OF THE PERSONAL RELATI ONSHI P
OF THE PERSONS.

S 3. Paragraphs 1 and 2 of subdivision d of section 361 of the retire-
ment and social security |law, as anended by chapter 733 of the |aws of
1990, are anended to read as foll ows:

1. The nenber's wdow or w dower, OR DOVESTI C PARTNER, to continue
during his or her lifetime. |If he or she shall |eave no wi dow or w dow
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er OR DOVESTI C PARTNER, or if his or her widow or w dower OR DOVESTIC
PARTNER shall die before all his or her children, |NCLUD NG THE DEPEND-
ENT CHLD OR CHILDREN O H'S OR HER DOVESTIC PARTNER, shall have
attained age eighteen, or if students, before all of his or her
children, | NCLUDI NG THE DEPENDENT CHI LD OR CHI LDREN OF H' S OR HER DOVES-
TI C PARTNER, shall have attained age twenty-three, or sooner die, then
to

2. Hs or her child or children, I NCLUDH NG THE DEPENDENT CHI LD OR
CHI LDREN OF HI' S OR HER DOVESTI C PARTNER, under age eighteen, or, if
students, his or her children under age twenty-three, divided in such

manner as the conptroller, in his discretion, shall determne. Such
pension shall continue as a joint and survivor pension until every such
child shall have attained age eighteen, or, if a student, shall have

attained age twenty-three, or sooner die. If no w dow or w dower OR
DOVESTI C PARTNER or child under age eighteen, or, if a student, wunder
age twenty-three, shall survive such nmenber, at the tine of his or her
death, then to

S 4. Subdivision d of section 361 of the retirenment and social securi-
ty law i s anended by adding a new undesignated paragraph to read as
fol | ows:

FOR PURPOCSES OF THI'S SUBDIVISION ONLY, "DOVESTIC PARTNER' MEANS A
PERSON WHO, W TH RESPECT TO ANOTHER PERSON:

(1) 1'S FORVALLY A PARTY I N A DOVESTI C PARTNERSHI P OR SI M LAR RELATI O\
SH P WTH THE OTHER PERSON, ENTERED | NTO PURSUANT TO THE LAWS OF THE
UNI TED STATES OR OF ANY STATE, LOCAL OR FOREI GN JURI SDI CTI ON, OR REG S-
TERED AS THE DOVESTI C PARTNER OF THE OTHER PERSON WTH ANY REG STRY
MAI NTAINED BY THE EMPLOYER OF EI THER PARTY OR ANY STATE, MUNI Cl PALI TY,
OR FOREI GN JURI SDI CTI ON; OR

(I'l) 1'S FORVALLY RECOGNI ZED AS A BENEFI Cl ARY OR COVERED PERSON UNDER
THE OTHER PERSON S EMPLOYMENT BENEFI TS OR HEALTH | NSURANCE; OR

(I'11) 1S DEPENDENT OR MUTUALLY | NTERDEPENDENT ON THE OTHER PERSON FOR
SUPPORT, AS EVI DENCED BY THE TOTALI TY OF THE Cl RCUMSTANCES | NDI CATI NG A
MUTUAL |INTENT TO BE DOVESTIC PARTNERS | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LI M TED TGO
COVWWON OMNERSHI P OR JO NT LEASI NG OF REAL OR PERSONAL PROPERTY; COMVON
HOUSEHOLDI NG, SHARED | NCOVE OR SHARED EXPENSES; CHI LDREN | N COVMON;
SI GNS OF | NTENT TO MARRY OR BECOVE DOMVESTI C PARTNERS UNDER SUBPARAGRAPH
(1) OR (11) OF TH S PARAGRAPH, OR THE LENGTH OF THE PERSONAL RELATI O\
SH P OF THE PERSONS.

S 5. The openi ng paragraph of subdivision a, the opening paragraph of
subdi vision b, the opening paragraph of subdivision ¢ and subdi vision e
of section 361-a of the retirenent and social security law, the opening
par agraph of subdivision a, the opening paragraph of subdivision b and
subdi vi sion e as anmended by chapter 733 of the laws of 1990 and the
openi ng paragraph of subdivision ¢ as anended by chapter 76 of the | aws
of 2008, are anended and a new subdivision g is added to read as
fol | ows:

Not wi t hstanding any other provision of law, a widow or w dower, OR
DOVESTI C PARTNER, or the deceased nenber's children, [|INCLUDI NG THE
DEPENDENT CHI LD OR CHI LDREN OF H'S OR HER DOVESTI C PARTNER, under the
age of eighteen or, if a student, under the age of twenty-three, if the
wi dow or w dower OR DOMESTIC PARTNER has died who is or are receiVving
the accidental death benefit provided by section three hundred sixty-one
of this [chapter] TITLE, shall also be paid the special accidental death
benefit authorized by this section.

The speci al accidental death benefit shall be payable fromthe pension
accurmul ati on fund, and shall consist of a pension which is equal to the
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salary of the deceased nmenber reduced by the sum of each of the follow
ing benefits received by the wi dow or wi dower OR DOVESTI C PARTNER or the
deceased nenber's children, | NCLUDI NG THE DEPENDENT CHI LD OR CHI LDREN OF
H S OR HER DOVESTI C PARTNER, under the age of eighteen or, if a student,
under the age of twenty-three, if the wi dow or wi dower OR DOVESTI C PART-
NER has di ed, on account of the death of the deceased nenber:

[ Comrencing July first, two thousand ei ght the] THE special accidental
death benefit paid to a wdow or w dower OR DOVESTI C PARTNER or the
deceased nenber's children, | NCLUDI NG THE DEPENDENT CHI LD OR CHI LDREN OF
H S OR HER DOVESTI C PARTNER, under the age of eighteen or, if a student,
under the age of twenty-three, if the wi dow or wi dower OR DOVESTI C PART-
NER has died, shall be escalated by adding thereto an additional
percentage of the salary of the deceased nmenber, as increased pursuant
to subdivision b of this section, in accordance with the follow ng sche-
dul e:

e. The special accidental death benefit shall be paid to:

1. The nenber's wi dow or w dower OR DOVESTIC PARTNER to continue
during his or her lifetime. |If he or she shall |eave no wi dow or w dow
er OR DOMVESTIC PARTNER, or if his or her w dow or w dower OR DOVESTI C
PARTNER shal |l die before all his or her children, |1 NCLUDING THE DEPEND-
ENT CH LD OR CHLDREN OF H'S OR HER DOVESTIC PARTNER, shall have
attai ned age eighteen or, if a student, shall have attained the age of
twenty-three or sooner die, then to

2. Hs or her child or children, I NCLUDI NG THE DEPENDENT CHI LD OR
CHI LDREN OF HI' S OR HER DOVESTI C PARTNER, under age eighteen or, if a
student, under the age of twenty-three, divided in such manner as the
conptroller, in his OR HER discretion, shall determ ne. Such pension
shall continue in the sanme anobunt as received by the nmenber's w dow or
wi dower OR DOVESTI C PARTNER as a joint and survivor pension until every
such <child shall have attained age eighteen or, if a student, attained
the age of twenty-three or sooner die.

G FOR PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION ONLY, "DOVESTIC PARTNER' MEANS A
PERSON WHO, W TH RESPECT TO ANOTHER PERSON:

1. 1S FORVALLY A PARTY I N A DOVESTI C PARTNERSHI P OR SI M LAR RELATI O\
SH P WTH THE OTHER PERSON, ENTERED | NTO PURSUANT TO THE LAWS OF THE
UNI TED STATES OR OF ANY STATE, LOCAL OR FOREI GN JURI SDI CTI ON, OR REG S-
TERED AS THE DOVESTI C PARTNER OF THE OTHER PERSON WTH ANY REG STRY
MAI NTAI NED BY THE EMPLOYER OF EI THER PARTY OR ANY STATE, MUNI Cl PALI TY,
OR FOREI GN JURI SDI CTI ON; OR

2. |'S FORMALLY RECOGNI ZED AS A BENEFI Cl ARY OR COVERED PERSON UNDER THE
OTHER PERSON' S EMPLOYMENT BENEFI TS OR HEALTH | NSURANCE; OR

3. | S DEPENDENT OR MUTUALLY | NTERDEPENDENT ON THE OTHER PERSON FOR
SUPPORT, AS EVI DENCED BY THE TOTALI TY OF THE Cl RCUMSTANCES | NDI CATI NG A
MUTUAL | NTENT TO BE DOVESTI C PARTNERS |INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO
COWON OWNERSHI P OR JO NT LEASI NG OF REAL OR PERSONAL PROPERTY; COVVON
HOUSEHOLDI NG, SHARED | NCOVE OR SHARED EXPENSES; CHI LDREN |IN COVON,
SI GNS OF | NTENT TO MARRY OR BECOVE DOVESTI C PARTNERS UNDER PARAGRAPH ONE
OR TWO OF TH S SUBDI VI SION;, OR THE LENGTH OF THE PERSONAL RELATI ONSHI P
OF THE PERSONS.

S 6. Paragraphs 1 and 2 of subdivision d of section 61 of the retire-
ment and social security |aw, as anended by chapter 141 of the | aws of
1977, are anended and a new subdivision e is added to read as foll ows:

1. The nenber's wi dow or wi dower to continue during his or her w dow
hood. If he or she shall |eave no widow or widower, or if his or her
wi dow or wi dower shall die or [remarry] ENTER I NTO A MARRI AGE OR REMAR-
RIAGE, OR ENTER | NTO ANOTHER DOVESTI C PARTNERSHI P RELATI ONSHI P, before
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all his or her children, I NCLUDI NG THE DEPENDENT CHI LD OR CHILDREN OF
HS OR HER DOVESTI C PARTNER shal |l have attained age ei ghteen or sooner
die, then

2. Hs or her child or children, | NCLUDI NG THE DEPENDENT CHI LD OR
CHI LDREN OF HI' S OR HER DOVESTI C PARTNER, under age eighteen, divided in
such manner as the conptroller, in his discretion, shall determ ne. Such
pension shall continue as a joint and survivor pension until every such
child shall have attained age ei ghteen or sooner die. |If no wdow or
wi dower or child wunder age eighteen shall survive such nmenber, at the
time of his or her death, then to

E. FOR PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON ONLY, THE TERM W DOW OR W DONER SHALL
| NCLUDE A SURVI VI NG DOVESTI C PARTNER AND THE PENSI ON ON ACCOUNT OF ACCI -
DENTAL DEATH AND THE RESERVE- FOR- | NCREASED- TAKE- HOVE- PAY SHALL BE
PAY- ABLE TO SUCH SURVI VI NG DOVESTI C PARTNER | N THE SAME FORM AND MANNER
THE TERM " DOVESTI C PARTNER' SHALL MEAN A PERSON WHO, W TH RESPECT TO
ANOTHER PERSON:

1. 1S FORVALLY A PARTY I N A DOVESTI C PARTNERSHI P OR SI M LAR RELATI O\
SH P WTH THE OTHER PERSON, ENTERED | NTO PURSUANT TO THE LAWS OF THE
UNI TED STATES OR OF ANY STATE, LOCAL OR FOREI GN JURI SDI CTI ON, OR REG S-
TERED AS THE DOVESTI C PARTNER OF THE OTHER PERSON WTH ANY REG STRY
MAI NTAINED BY THE EMPLOYER OF El THER PARTY OR ANY STATE, MUNI Cl PALI TY,
OR FOREI GN JURI SDI CTI ON; OR

2. |'S FORMALLY RECOGNI ZED AS A BENEFI Cl ARY OR COVERED PERSON UNDER THE
OTHER PERSON' S EMPLOYMENT BENEFI TS OR HEALTH | NSURANCE; OR

3. |'S DEPENDENT OR MUTUALLY | NTERDEPENDENT ON THE OTHER PERSON FOR
SUPPORT, AS EVI DENCED BY THE TOTALI TY OF THE Cl RCUMSTANCES | NDI CATI NG A
MUTUAL | NTENT TO BE DOVESTI C PARTNERS | NCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO
COWON OWERSHI P OR JO NT LEASI NG OF REAL OR PERSONAL PROPERTY; COMVON
HOUSEHOLDI NG, SHARED | NCOVE OR SHARED EXPENSES; CHI LDREN |IN COVMN,
SI GNS OF | NTENT TO MARRY OR BECOVE DOVESTI C PARTNERS UNDER PARAGRAPH ONE
OR TWO OF TH S SUBDI VI SION;, OR THE LENGTH OF THE PERSONAL RELATI ONSHI P
OF THE PERSONS.

S 7. Subdivision 7 of section 501 of the retirenment and social securi-
ty law, as anmended by chapter 408 of the |aws of 2000, is anended and a
new subdi vision 25 is added to read as foll ows:

7. "Eligible beneficiary" for the purposes of section five hundred
nine of this article shall nean the followng persons or classes of
persons in the order set forth: (a) a surviving spouse OR DOVESTI C PART-
NER who has not renounced survivorship rights in a separation agreenent,
OR until MARRIAGE OR remarriage, OR UNTIL SUCH SURVI VI NG DOVESTI C PART-
NER ENTERS | NTO ANOTHER DOVESTI C PARTNERSHI P RELATI ONSHI P, (b) surviving
children until age twenty-five, |NCLUDI NG THE DEPENDENT CHI LD OR CHIL-
DREN OF H 'S OR HER DOMESTI C PARTNER, (c) dependent parents, determ ned
under regul ations promrul gated by the conptroller, (d) any other person
who qualified as a dependent on the final federal income tax return of
the nenber or the return filed in the year immediately preceding the
year of death, until such person reaches twenty-one years of age and (e)
with respect to nenbers of the New York city enployees' retirenent
system and the board of education retirement systemof the city of New
York, a person whom the nenber shall have nominated in the formof a
witten designation, duly acknow edged and filed with the head of the
retirement systemfor the purpose of section five hundred eight of this
article. In the event that a class of eligible beneficiaries consists of
nore than one person, benefits shall be divided equally anong the
persons in such class. For the purposes of section five hundred eight OF
TH'S ARTICLE the term"eligible beneficiary" shall mean such person as
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t he nenber shall have nom nated to receive the benefits provided in this
article. To be effective, such a nom nation nust be in the form of a
witten designation, duly acknow edged and filed with the head of the
retirement system for this specific purpose. In the event such desig-
nat ed beneficiary does not survive himOR HER, or if he OR SHE shall not
have so designated a beneficiary, such benefits shall be payable to the
deceased nenber's estate or as provided in section one thousand three
hundred ten of the surrogate's court procedure act.

25. "DOMVESTI C PARTNER' SHALL MEAN A PERSON WHO, W TH RESPECT TO ANOTH-
ER PERSON, WHEN SUCH OTHER PERSON | S NOT A MEMBER OF A PUBLI C RETI REMENT
SYSTEM OR PENSION FUND IN A CITY OF ONE M LLI ON OR MORE UNDER PARAGRAPH
ONE OF SUBDI VI SION B OF SECTI ON FI VE HUNDRED OF THI S ARTI CLE

(A) 1S FORVALLY A PARTY I N A DOVESTI C PARTNERSHI P OR SI M LAR RELATI O\
SHP WTH THE OTHER PERSON, ENTERED | NTO PURSUANT TO THE LAWS OF THE
UNI TED STATES OR OF ANY STATE, LOCAL OR FOREI GN JURI SDI CTION, OR REQ S-
TERED AS THE DOVESTIC PARTNER OF THE OTHER PERSON W TH ANY REG STRY
MAI NTAI NED BY THE EMPLOYER OF ElI THER PARTY OR ANY STATE, MJNI Cl PALITY,
OR FOREI GN JURI SDI CTI ON; OR

(B) IS FORVALLY RECOGNI ZED AS A BENEFI Cl ARY OR COVERED PERSON UNDER
THE OTHER PERSON S EMPLOYMENT BENEFI TS OR HEALTH | NSURANCE; OR

(© |'S DEPENDENT OR MUTUALLY | NTERDEPENDENT ON THE OTHER PERSON FOR
SUPPORT, AS EVI DENCED BY THE TOTALI TY OF THE Cl RCUMSTANCES | NDI CATI NG A
MUTUAL | NTENT TO BE DOVESTI C PARTNERS | NCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO
COWON OWNERSHI P OR JO NT LEASI NG OF REAL OR PERSONAL PROPERTY; COMVON
HOUSEHOLDI NG, SHARED | NCOVE OR SHARED EXPENSES; CHI LDREN IN COVMN;
SI GNS OF | NTENT TO MARRY OR BECOVE DOVESTI C PARTNERS UNDER PARAGRAPH ( A)
OR (B) OF TH S SUBDI VI SION;, OR THE LENGTH OF THE PERSONAL RELATI ONSHI P
OF THE PERSONS.

S 8. Subdivision d of section 601 of the retirenment and social securi-
ty law, as anmended by chapter 408 of the |aws of 2000, is anended and a
new subdi vision mis added to read as foll ows:

d. "Eligible beneficiary" for the purposes of section six hundred
seven of this article shall nean the following persons or classes of
persons in the order set forth:

1. A surviving spouse OR DOVESTI C PARTNER who has not renounced survi -
vorship rights in a separation agreenent, OR until MARRI AGE OR renar-
riage, OR UNTIL SUCH SURVI VING DOVESTIC PARTNER ENTERS |NTO ANOTHER
DOVESTI C PARTNERSHI P RELATI ONSHI P

2. Surviving children until age twenty-five, | NCLUDI NG THE DEPENDENT
CH LD OR CHI LDREN OF HI' S OR HER DOVESTI C PARTNER

3. Dependent parents, deternined under regul ations pronul gated by the
head of the retirenent system

4. Any other person who qualified as a dependent on the final federa
income tax return of the nenber or the return filed in the vyear ime-
diately preceding the year of death, until such person reaches twenty-
one years of age. In the event that a class of eligible beneficiaries
consists of nore than one person, benefits shall be divided equally
anong the persons in such class; and

5. Wth respect to nmenbers of the New York city enployees' retirenent
system or the board of education enployees' retirenent system of the
city of New York only, a person or persons whomthe nenber shall have
nomnated in the formof a witten designation, duly acknow edged and
filed with the head of the retirenent system for the purpose of section
si x hundred six of this article.
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M "DOVESTI C PARTNER' SHALL MEAN A PERSON WHO, W TH RESPECT TO ANOTHER
PERSON, WHEN SUCH OTHER PERSON IS NOT A MEMBER OF A PUBLI C RETI REMENT
SYSTEM OR PENSION FUND IN A CITY OF ONE M LLI ON OR MORE:

1. 1S FORVALLY A PARTY I N A DOVESTI C PARTNERSHI P OR SI M LAR RELATI ON-
SH P WTH THE OTHER PERSON, ENTERED | NTO PURSUANT TO THE LAWS OF THE
UNI TED STATES OR OF ANY STATE, LOCAL OR FOREI GN JURI SDI CTI ON, OR REG S-
TERED AS THE DOVESTI C PARTNER OF THE OTHER PERSON WTH ANY REG STRY
MAI NTAI NED BY THE EMPLOYER OF EI THER PARTY OR ANY STATE, MUNI Cl PALI TY,
OR FOREI GN JURI SDI CTI ON; OR

2. |'S FORMALLY RECOGNI ZED AS A BENEFI Cl ARY OR COVERED PERSON UNDER THE
OTHER PERSON' S EMPLOYMENT BENEFI TS OR HEALTH | NSURANCE; OR

3. |'S DEPENDENT OR MUTUALLY | NTERDEPENDENT ON THE OTHER PERSON FOR
SUPPORT, AS EVI DENCED BY THE TOTALI TY OF THE Cl RCUMSTANCES | NDI CATI NG A
MUTUAL | NTENT TO BE DOVESTI C PARTNERS |INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO
COWON OWNERSHI P OR JO NT LEASI NG OF REAL OR PERSONAL PROPERTY; COVWON
HOUSEHOLDI NG, SHARED | NCOVE OR SHARED EXPENSES; CHI LDREN IN COVMON,
SI GNS OF | NTENT TO MARRY OR BECOVE DOVESTI C PARTNERS UNDER PARAGRAPH ONE
OR TWO OF TH S SUBDI VI SION;, OR THE LENGTH OF THE PERSONAL RELATI ONSHI P
OF THE PERSONS.

S 9. This act shall take effect immediately and shall apply only to
menbers who beconme deceased on or after the effective date of this act;
provi ded, however, that the anendnents to sections 501 and 601 of the
retirement and social security |aw nmade by sections seven and ei ght of
this act shall expire on the sanme date as such sections expire pursuant
to section 615 of such | aw

FI SCAL NOTE. - - Pursuant to Legislative Law, Section 50:

This bill would anend the retirenent and social security |law and the
general municipal lawin relation to accidental death benefits for
menbers of certain public retirement systens in New York State. It would
grant accidental death benefits to domestic partners and dependent chil -
dren of donestic partners.

If this bill is enacted, insofar as it affects the New York State and
Local Enpl oyees Retirenent Systemand the New York State and Loca
Police and Fire Retirement System it could lead to nore deaths being

classified as "accidental”, since it expands the definition of benefici-
aries eligible for accidental deaths. For each death newy classified as
accidental due to this bill, the cost would depend on the age, service,

salary and plan of the affected nenber. It is estimated that there could
be per person one-tine costs of approximately three (3) tines salary for
menbers in the New York State and Local Enployees' Retirenment System
(ERS), and twelve (12) tines salary for nenbers in the New York State
and Local Police and Fire Retirenment System (PFRS). These costs woul d be
borne by the State of New York and all the participating enployers in
the ERS and the PFRS.

This estimate, dated January 29, 2009, and intended for wuse only
during the 2009 Legislative Session, is Fiscal Note No. 2009-110
prepared by the Actuary for the New York State and Local Enployees’
Retirenent System and the New York State and Local Police and Fire
Retirenent System



