Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

515
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2009

I ntroduced by M of A KAVANAGH -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Children and Fam lies

AN ACT aut hori zing the comm ssioner of the office of children and famly
services to study the inplenentation of a child daycare rating system

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings and purpose. The |egislature finds and
declares that with the increase in the nunber of single parent house-
hol ds and the grow ng nunber of househol ds in which both parents work at
| east part-tinme, the nunber of children in daycare prograns has grown
significantly. Wiile parents can be assured that a state |I|icensed
program has nmet mnimal health, safety, and educational requirenents,
that does not insure that the programw ||l necessarily neet all of the
educational needs of each child. Currently there are few ways for
parents to evaluate the quality of the prograns available to them and
their children. There are a nunber of states in the United States which
currently have daycare center rating progranms, which provide a rating
scal e based on specific criteria. The ratings that each daycare center
receives are posted on web sites, and available to parents to hel p guide
them in choosing the daycare center which is nost appropriate for their
children's needs. W feel that because the years frombirth to age five
are the nost critical years for a child' s establishment of healthy
thinking and |l earning skills, social devel opnent and both interest in
and interaction with the world around them it is in the state's best
interests, and society as a whole, to provide parents wth as nuch
informati on as possible about the quality of daycare prograns avail abl e
to their children.

S 2. The conmm ssioner of the office of children and famly services is
her eby aut horized and directed to prepare or have prepared, a study on
implenmenting a child daycare rating systemthroughout New York state.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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Such study shall include, but not be limted to: (a) the type of rating
scales used in other states and which one woul d be the nost effective
for use in New York state; (b) the nethod in which the program would be
adm nistered; (c) how such information would be nade available to
parents and the general public; and (d) the cost of operating such a
program

S 3. The findings and results of the study shall be delivered, in the
formof a report, to the governor, the tenporary president of the
senate, and the speaker of the assenbly within 12 nonths of the effec-
tive date of this act. The report shall also include reconmended |egis-
lation that will assist in the tinely inplenentation of a child daycare
rating system

S 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



