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STATE OF NEW YORK

5137
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 10, 2009

Introduced by M of A V. LOPEZ, TOMS -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to amend the education law, the tax law and the state finance
law, in relation to requiring that voter education be encouraged in
hi gh school civics and that the comm ssioner of education nonitor and
affirm that a student has received such instruction prior to gradu-
ation from hi gh school, establishing a voter education fund and i ncone
tax check off for such fund

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The growh and stability of a denobcratic society depends in
| arge neasure on the participation of its citizens which is, in turn,
principally determ ned by the extent of their understanding of the el ec-
toral process. At present, unfortunately, students in our secondary
schools are not receiving sufficient instruction in this vital area,
thus making this legislation a matter of public necessity.

S 2. Subparagraph 2 of paragraph a of subdivision 3 of section 3204 of
the education | aw, as anmended by chapter 124 of the laws of 1951, is
amended to read as foll ows:

(2) The courses of study and of specialized training beyond the first
ei ght years of full time public day schools shall provide for instruc-
tion in at least the English | anguage and its use, in civics, ENCOURAG
I NG | NSTRUCTI ON I N VOTER EDUCATI ON, hygi ene, physical training, and
Anmerican history including the principles of governnent proclainmed in
the Decl aration of |Independence and established by the constitution of
the United States. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL MONI TOR SUCH | NSTRUCTI ON | N
VOTER EDUCATI ON AND SHALL AFFIRM TO THE BOARD OF REGENTS THAT STUDENTS
HAVE RECElI VED THE SAME PRI OR TO GRADUATI ON FROM HI GH SCHOOL.

S 3. The tax law is anended by addi ng a new section 616-a to read as
fol | ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 616-A. CHECK OFF FOR VOTER EDUCATION. (A) FOR THE TAXABLE YEAR
BEG NNI NG JANUARY FIRST, NEXT SUCCEEDI NG THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S
SECTI ON, EVERY PERSONAL | NCOVE TAX RETURN SHALL | NCLUDE A PLACE ON THE
FIRST PAGE WHERE THE TAXPAYER NMAY DESI GNATE THAT ONE DOLLAR OF THE
TAXPAYER S TAXES BE PAID INTO THE VOTER EDUCATI ON FUND ESTABLI SHED
PURSUANT TO SECTI ON SEVENTY- NI NE- A OF THE STATE FI NANCE LAW SUCH RETURN
SHALL CONTAI N A CONClI SE EXPLANATION OF THE PURPCSE OF SUCH OPTI ONAL
DESI GNATI ON.  WHERE TWO TAXPAYERS FI LE JO NTLY, SUCH RETURN SHALL | NDI -
CATE THAT EACH SUCH TAXPAYER MAY MAKE SEPARATE DESI GNATIONS TO BE PAID
| NTO SUCH FUND.

(B) AFTER CERTIFI CATION BY THE COWM SSI ONER OF THE NUMBER OF DESI G
NATI ONS MADE, THE COWPTROLLER SHALL TRANSFER TO THE VOTER EDUCATI ON
FUND, QOUT OF THE STATE TREASURY, AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO ONE DOLLAR MULTI -
PLI ED BY THE NUMBER OF DESI GNATI ONS.

S 4. The state finance |law is anended by adding a new section 79-a to
read as foll ows:

S 79-A VOTER EDUCATION FUND. 1. THERE | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED | N THE
CUSTODY OF THE COWTROLLER A SPECI AL FUND TO BE KNOMW AS THE "VOTER
EDUCATI ON FUND".

2. SUCH FUND SHALL CONSI ST OF ALL MONI ES RECEI VED AS A RESULT OF THE
DESI GNATI ONS TO SUCH FUND MADE UPON TAX RETURNS AS PROVI DED PURSUANT TO
SECTI ON SI X HUNDRED SI XTEEN- A OF THE TAX LAW

3. AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO ALL OF THE MONI ES RECEI VED BY THE VOTER EDUCA-
TI ON FUND PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION TWO OF THI' S SECTI ON SHALL BE APPROPRI -
ATED AND USED BY THE EDUCATI ON DEPARTMENT TO G VE | NSTRUCTION | N VOTER
EDUCATI ON.

4. AMOUNTS APPROPRI ATED FOR VOTER EDUCATI ON PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON
THREE OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL NOT AFFECT THE AMOUNT WHI CH WOULD OTHERW SE
BE APPROPRI ATED FOR EDUCATI ON UNDER ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW

S 5. This act shall take effect on the first of Septenber next
succeedi ng the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



