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STATE OF NEW YORK

5029
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 10, 2009

I ntroduced by M of A BRODSKY, BRADLEY -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to enacting the educa-
tional standards and assessnent act of 2009

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known as "the educational standards and
assessnent act of 2009".

S 2. Legislative findings and purpose. The Ilegislature finds that
standardi zed state-wide tests are not the only valid neasurenent of
success in nmeeting higher standards. There is substantial controversy
about the use of such standardi zed tests as the sole nmethod of eval uat -
i ng student perfornmance. There are many students whose command of i nfor-
mation presented to themin class, whose ability to think independently
and creatively, and whose ability to express thenselves is unquestion-
able. It is equally clear that these skills may not al ways be accurately
nmeasured by the ability to pass standardi zed tests under time pressure.

Therefore, it is the purpose of this act to permt school districts
which have identified either individual students or groups of students
suitabl e for such purpose to create an alternative assessnent procedure.
These alternative assessment procedures may include an individua
assessment plan as an alternative to state-w de standardi zed regents
exans or as a supplement to themfor those who take and pass sonme or
nost of the regents exans. They may include alternative standardized
testi ng.

S 3. The education law is anended by adding a new section 319 to read
as foll ows:

S 319. ALTERNATIVE ASSESSMENT PROCEDURE. 1. SCHOOL DI STRI CTS WHI CH
HAVE | DENTI FI ED El THER | NDI VI DUAL STUDENTS OR GROUPS OF STUDENTS SU T-
ABLE THEREFOR MAY CREATE AN ALTERNATI VE ASSESSMENT PROCEDURE. ALTERNA-
Tl VE ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES MAY | NCLUDE AN | NDI VI DUAL ASSESSMENT PLAN AS

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD08250- 01- 9



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

A. 5029 2

AN ALTERNATI VE TO STATE- W DE STANDARDI ZED REGENTS EXAMS OR AS A SUPPLE-
MENT TO THEM FOR THOSE WHO TAKE AND PASS SOVE OR MOST OF THE REGENTS
EXAMS.  SUCH PLAN MAY | NCLUDE THE ABI LI TY TO DO SEGVENTED RETESTI NG FOR
THOSE WHO FAI L PART OF A REGENTS EXAM AND ALTERNATI VE STANDARDI ZED TEST-
I NG

2. ALTERNATI VE ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES SHALL HAVE ALL ELEMENTS OF THE
STANDARDS, CURRI CULUM | NSTRUCTI ON, AND ASSESSMENTS RI GOROUSLY MAI N
TAINED AND PROVI DE FOR THE CREATI ON, BASED ON THE MODEL OF THE EXI STI NG
STATE ASSESSMENT PANELS, OF REGQ ONAL ASSESSMENT  PANELS. SUCH PANELS
SHALL RI GOROUSLY EVALUATE AND APPROVE ANY ALTERNATI VE ASSESSMENT MECH
ANl SM THE PANELS SHALL BE EXTERNAL AND REG ONAL, SHALL BE FAIR AND
UNI FORM I N EFFECT, SHALL ENSURE THE ALI GNVENT OF CURRI CULUM TO STATE
STANDARDS, SHALL ADHERE TO CUMULATI VE DOCUMENTATI ON OF STUDENT ACHI EVE-
MENT AND SPECIFIED CRITERI A FOR SPECI FI C LEVELS OF MASTERY, AND SHALL
REQUI RE Rl GOROUS PROFESSI ONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR THOSE WHO SERVE AS EVALU
ATORS.

S 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



