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STATE OF NEW YORK

5003
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 10, 2009

Introduced by M of A V. LOPEZ, CLARK -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Children and Fam lies

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to child welfare
di ver si on

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The social services |law is anended by addi ng a new section
358-d to read as foll ows:

S 358-D. CHI LD WELFARE DI VERSION. 1. CH LD WELFARE DI VERSI ON. THE
FAM LY COURT I N EACH COUNTY MAY APPO NT A LOCAL PROBATI ON SERVI CE, DULY
| NCORPORATED COURT APPQO NTED SPECI AL ADVOCATES, AN AUTHORI ZED AGENCY AS
DEFINED | N SECTION THREE HUNDRED SEVENTY-ONE OF THI S CHAPTER, OR OTHER
APPROPRI ATE AGENCI ES, TO SERVE, WTH THEIR CONSENT, AS AN ADJUSTMENT
AGENCY FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECEI VI NG REFERRALS FROM THE FAM LY COURT I N
ORDER TO DI VERT CASES FI LED UNDER SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED FI FTY- El GHT- A OF
THI'S TITLE AND TO AVERT THE NEED FOR, OR MNMZE THE DURATION OF,
PLACEMENT OF CHILDREN |IN FOSTER CARE, BY ARRANG NG AND COORDI NATI NG
SERVI CES TO THE FAM LY. NOTH NG IN TH' S SECTION SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO
ENTI TLE A PERSON OR ORGANI ZATI ON SERVI NG AS AN ADJUSTMENT AGENCY PROVI D-
I NG SUCH DI VERSI ON SERVI CES TO ANY ADDI TI ONAL RElI MBURSEMENT PURSUANT TO
THI S SECTI ON BEYOND THE SUMS AUTHORI ZED BY OTHER APPLI CABLE PROVI SI ONS
OF LAW

2. PROCEDURES. UPON FI LI NG OF ANY PETI TI ON UNDER SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED
FIFTY-EIGHT-A OF THI'S TITLE, THE COURT MAY REFER THE PROCEEDI NG TO A
LOCAL ADJUSTMENT AGENCY FOR A PERIOD OF UP TO NI NETY DAYS.

3. ADJUSTMENT PROCESS. (A) THE ADJUSTMENT AGENCY SHALL CONFER W TH ALL
NECESSARY PARTIES TO ASSI ST THE CHLD AND FAMLY, TO DETERM NE WHAT
SERVI CES ARE NECESSARY AND TO ARRANGE FOR THE PROVISION OF SUCH
SERVI CES. THE ADJUSTMENT AGENCY MAY, AT ANY TI Mg, NOTIFY THE COURT THAT
THE LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF SCOCI AL SERVI CES HAS FAI LED TO PROVI DE NECESSARY
SERVI CES. UPON FI NDI NG AFTER A HEARI NG, THAT SUCH SERVI CES ARE NEEDED

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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BY THE FAMLY, THE COURT SHALL DI RECT THE LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF SOCI AL
SERVI CES TO PROVI DE SUCH SERVI CES, PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (E) OF SUBDI VI -
SI ON THREE OF SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED FI FTY-EI GHT-A OF THI S TI TLE.

(B) THE ADJUSTMENT AGENCY MAY, AT ANY TIME, NOTIFY THE COURT THAT
ATTEMPTS AT ADJUSTMENT HAVE NOT BEEN SUCCESSFUL AND REQUEST THAT ADJUST-
MENT SERVI CES BE TERM NATED AND THAT THE PETI TION BE RESTORED TO THE
COURT' S CALENDAR

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



