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2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 10, 2009

I ntroduced by M of A BRODSKY, HOYT, GALEF -- read once and referred to
the Conmittee on Judiciary

CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY

proposi ng an anmendnment to the constitution, in relation to direct peti-
tion and response

Section 1. Resolved (if the Senate concur), That article 20 of the
constitution be renunbered article 21 and a new article 20 be added to
read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE XX
DI RECT PETI TI ON AND RESPONSE

SECTION 1. THE PEOPLE RESERVE TO THEMSELVES THE POWER TO DI RECTLY
PETITION THE LEQ SLATURE, CALLED THE DI RECT PETI TI ON AND RESPONSE, AND
TO REQUI RE THE LEQ SLATURE TO PROVI DE A DI RECT AND | MVEDI ATE RESPONSE
TO | NVOKE THE DI RECT PETI TI ON AND RESPONSE, PETI TI ONS SI GNED BY A NUMBER
OF REA STERED ELECTORS, NOT LESS THAN TEN PERCENT OF THE TOTAL VOTE CAST
FOR ALL CANDI DATES FOR GOVERNOR AT THE LAST PRECEDI NG GENERAL ELECTI ON
AT VWH CH A GOVERNOR WAS ELECTED SHALL BE REQUI RED. ANY LAW OR PALICY
PROPCSED BY DIRECT PETITION AND RESPONSE SHALL BE CONSI DERED BY THE
LEA SLATURE AND MUST ElI THER BE ENACTED OR REJECTED IN WHOLE OR AMENDED
BY THE LEG SLATURE W THI N FORTY SESSI ON DAYS FROM THE TI ME SUCH PETI TI ON
IS RECEIVED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE. I N THE EVENT OF THE FAI LURE OF THE
LEA SLATURE TO SO ACT WTHI N SAI D PERI OD, NEI THER HOUSE OF THE LEGQ SLA-
TURE SHALL CONSIDER ANY OIHER BILL UNTIL SUCH DI RECT PETI TI ON AND
RESPONSE SHALL HAVE BEEN FI NALLY ACTED ON BY BOTH HOUSES, NOTW THSTAND-
| NG A MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR CERTI FYI NG TO THE NECESSI TY OF THE | MVE-
DI ATE PASSAGE OF SUCH A BILL. THE LEG SLATURE MAY REJECT ANY MEASURE SO
PROPCSED BY DI RECT PETI TI ON AND RESPONSE AND PROPCSE A DI FFERENT MEASURE
UPON THE SAME SUBJECT BY A YEA AND NAY VOTE UPON SEPARATE ROLL CALLS. I F
THE DI RECT PETI TI ON AND RESPONSE OR A PROPCSED ALTERNATI VE UPON THE SAME
SUBJECT RECEI VES THE ASSENT OF A MAJORI TY OF THE MEMBERS ELECTED TO EACH
BRANCH OF THE LEG SLATURE, SUCH DI RECT PETITION AND RESPONSE OR A

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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PROPCSED ALTERNATI VE UPON THE SAME SUBJECT SHALL BE PRESENTED TO THE
GOVERNOR FOR ACTI ON

S 2. Resolved (if the Senate concur), That the foregoing amendnment be
referred to the first regular legislative session convening after the
next succeeding general election of nenbers of the assenbly, and, in
conformty with section 1 of article 19 of the <constitution, be
publ i shed for 3 nonths previous to the time of such el ection.



