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STATE OF NEW YORK

4942
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 10, 2009

Introduced by M of A V. LOPEZ -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A PHEF-
FER -- read once and referred to the Commttee on Local Governnents

AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal law, in relation to urban devel op-
ment action areas

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 6 of section 692 of the general nunicipal |aw,
as anmended by chapter 486 of the laws of 1982, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

6. "Urban devel opnent action area project”. A project which shall be
consistent with the policy and purposes stated in section six hundred
ninety-one of this article, and located in an urban devel opnent action
area, unless the area designhation requirenent is waived pursuant to
section six hundred ninety-three of this article, PROVIDED THAT AT LEAST
SI XTY PERCENT OF THE LAND ON WHI CH ANY SUCH PRQJECT | S TO BE DEVELOPED
IS AN ELI A BLE AREA. The project sunmary for an urban devel opnent action
area project shall include but shall not be Iimted to: a statenent of
proposed |and wuses; proposed public, sem -public, private or comunity
facilities or utilities; a statenment as to proposed new codes and ordi -
nances and anendnents to existing codes and ordi nances as are required
or necessary to effectuate the project; a proposed tine schedule for the
ef fectuati on of such project, and such additional statenments or docunen-
tation as the agency nay deem appropri ate.

S 2. Section 693 of the general nunicipal [aw, as anended by chapter
701 of the |laws of 2006, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 693. Area designation. 1. An urban devel opnent action area shall by
resol uti on be designated by the governing body, or by the conm ssion
where so authorized to act by the governing body, on its own initiative
or upon reconmmrendation of the agency[, provided at |east sixty percent
of such area is an eligible areal]. Any such designation shall be in
conformance with the standards and procedures required for all land wuse

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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determinations pursuant to general, special or local |law or charter.
Provi ded, however, that if a proposed urban developnent action area
project [is to be developed on an eligible area and] consists solely of
the rehabilitation or conservation of existing private or nmultiple
dwel I'i ngs, the construction of one to four wunit dwellings OR THE
CONSTRUCTI ON  OF DMELLI NGS RESTRI CTED TO OCCUPANCY BY THE ELDERLY OR BY
PERSONS W TH DI SABI LI TIES or, until June thirtieth, two thousand nine,
the construction of up to six urban devel opnent action area projects in
any cal endar year, each containing up to ninety dwelling units financed
by the federal governnent and restricted to occupancy by the elderly or
by persons with disabilities without any change in | and use permtted by
| ocal zoning, the governing body, or the comm ssion where so authorized
to act by the governing body, may waive the area designhation require-
ment .

2. A PROPCSAL FOR AN URBAN DEVELOPMENT ACTI ON AREA OR FOR A PART OR
PORTION OF SUCH AREA, SHALL BE SUBM TTED TO THE COWM SSI ON WHI CH SHALL
CERTI FY, AFTER A PUBLIC HEARING HELD ON DUE NOTICE, |ITS UNQUALIFIED
APPROVAL, | TS DI SAPPROVAL OR | TS QUALI FI ED APPROVAL W TH RECOMVENDATI ONS
FOR MODI FI CATIONS THEREIN. THE COW SSION SHALL FORWARD | TS CERTI F-
| CATI ON TO THE GOVERNI NG BODY.

3. FOLLOW NG RECEI PT OF THE COW SSI ON' S CERTI FI CATI ON AFTER A PUBLI C
HEARI NG HELD ON DUE NOTI CE, THE GOVERNI NG BODY MAY

(A) IF THE COW SSI ON SHALL HAVE CERTI FI ED I TS UNQUALI FI ED APPROVAL,
APPROVE THE AREA DESI GNATI ON BY A MAJORI TY VOTE;

(B) IF THE COW SSI ON SHALL HAVE CERTIFIED I TS DI SAPPROVAL NEVERTHE-
LESS APPROVE THE AREA DESI GNATI ON, BUT ONLY BY A THREE- FOURTHS VOTE;

(O IF THE COW SSION SHALL HAVE CERTIFIED I TS QUALI FI ED APPROVAL
TOGETHER W TH RECOMMENDATI ONS FOR MODI FI CATI ONS, APPROVE THE AREA DESI G-
NATI ON TOGETHER W TH THE MODI FI CATI ONS RECOMVENDED BY THE COWM SSI ON  BY
A MAIORITY VOTE, OR APPROVE THE AREA DESI GNATI ON W THOUT SUCH MODI FI CA-
TIONS, BUT ONLY BY A THREE- FOURTHS VOTE.

4. I N ORDER TO APPROVE THE PROPCSAL FOR AN URBAN DEVELOPMENT ACTI ON
AREA THE GOVERNI NG BODY MUST BY RESCLUTI ON FI RST FI ND THAT:

(A) THE PRESENT STATUS OF THE AREA TENDS TO | MPAI R OR ARREST THE SOUND
GROMH AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE MUNI Cl PALI TY;

(B) THE FINANCIAL AID IN THE FORM OF TAX I NCENTI VES, | F ANY, TO BE
PROVI DED BY THE MUNI Cl PALI TY PURSUANT TO SECTI ON SI X HUNDRED NI NETY- SI X
OF THI'S ARTICLE, |S NECESSARY TO ENABLE THE PRQIECT TO BE UNDERTAKEN
AND

(C) THE AREA DESI GNATION IS CONSI STENT WTH THE POLICY AND PURPOSES
STATED I N SECTI ON SI X HUNDRED NI NETY- ONE OF THI S ARTI CLE

S 3. Section 694 of the general nunicipal |aw, as anended by chapter
486 of the laws of 1982 and subdivision 5 as anmended by chapter 562 of
the laws of 1990, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 694. Urban devel opnent action area project and approval thereof. 1.
Foll owing or in conjunction with the designation of an area or the waiv-
er of an area designation pursuant to section six hundred ninety-three
of this article, the agency shall prepare or cause to be prepared, wth
provi si ons whi ch, where appropriate, are expressly designed to encourage
and stinmulate businesses experienced in the devel opnent of one to four
famly lowrise residential structures or mnority owned enterprises in
proposed projects, a project summary for a proposed urban devel opnent
action area project.

2. [A proposal for an urban devel opnent action area or for a part or
portion of such area, shall be submitted to the comm ssion which shal
certify, after a public hearing held on due notice, its wunqualified
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approval, its disapproval, or its qualified approval wth recomenda-
tions for nodifications therein. The conmssion shall forward its
certification to the governi ng body.

3. Following receipt of the commssion's certification after a public
heari ng held on due notice, the governing body may:

(a) if the comm ssion shall have certified its wunqualified approval,
approve the area designation by a najority vote;

(b) if the comm ssion shall have certified its disapproval nevert he-
| ess approve the area designation, but only by a three-fourths vote;

(c) if the comm ssion shall have certified its qualified approval
toget her with recomendati ons for nodifications, approve the area desig-
nation together with the nodifications reconmended by the comm ssion by
a majority vote, or approve the area designation w thout such nodifica-
tions but only by a three-fourths vote.

4. In order to approve the proposal for an urban devel opment action
area the governing body nmust by resolution first find that:

(a) the present status of the area tends to inpair or arrest the sound
growt h and devel opnent of the nunicipality;

(b) the financial aid in the formof tax incentives, if any, to be
provided by the municipality pursuant to section six hundred ninety-six
of this article, is necessary to enable the project to be undertaken;
and

(c) the area designation is consistent with the policy and purposes
stated in section six hundred ninety-one of this article.

5.] Any approval of an urban devel opnent action area project shall be
MADE BY THE GOVERNI NG BODY in confornmance with the standards and proce-
dures required for all land use determ nations pursuant to general,
special or local law or charter. In a city having a popul ati on of one
mllion or nore, the governing body may require that the agency incorpo-
rate into the project any or all of the following: (i) the proposed
nunber of residential units; (ii) whether such units are hone ownership
units, rental units or condom ni um or cooperative units; (iii) a best
estimate of the initial rents or selling prices for such units; (iv) the
proposed incone restrictions, if any, on renters or purchasers of such
units; and (v) the basis on which the consideration for the sale or
| ease of the property is to be determ ned. Provided, however, that if
t he proposed urban devel opnent action area project consists solely of
the rehabilitation or conservation of existing private or multiple
dwel lings [or], the construction of one to four unit dwellings OR THE
CONSTRUCTI ON  OF DMELLI NGS RESTRI CTED TO OCCUPANCY BY THE ELDERLY OR BY
PERSONS W TH DI SABI LI TIES wi t hout any change in land use permtted by
| ocal zoning, the governing body, or the conm ssion where so authorized
to act by the governing body, nay wai ve any such standards and proce-
dures required by local |aw or charter.

S 4. Paragraph (d) of subdivision 6 of section 695 of the genera
muni ci pal |aw, as amended by chapter 437 of the | aws of 2000, is anended
to read as foll ows:

(d) Notwi t hstandi ng any standards or procedures established for |[|and
di sposition by general, special or local |law or charter, if an urban
devel opnent action area project [is to be devel oped on an eligible area
and] consists solely of the rehabilitation or conservation of existing
private or nultiple dwellings [or], the construction of one to four unit
dwel Ii ngs OR THE CONSTRUCTI ON OF DWELLI NGS RESTRI CTED TO OCCUPANCY BY
THE ELDERLY OR BY PERSONS W TH DI SABI LI TI ES wi t hout any change in | and
use permtted by local zoning, a nunicipality nmay dispose of the rea
property constituting such wurban devel opnent action project to any
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person, firm or corporation qualified pursuant to this subdivision by
resolution of its governing body or, in any city having a popul ati on of
one mllion or nore, by action of the nmayor, provided that such disposi-
tion is in accordance with the requirenents of this subdivision. D spo-
sition of real property acquired by condemation shall be in accordance
with the requirenents of section four hundred six of the em nent domain
procedure law, if applicable.

S 5. This act shall take effect imediately; provided, however, the
amendnents to section 693 of the general nunicipal |aw made by section
two of this act shall survive the expiration and reversion of such
section as provided in section 2 of chapter 701 of the |aws of 2006, as
amended.



