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STATE OF NEW YORK

4839
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 6, 2009

Introduced by M of A P. RRVERA -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Al coholismand Drug Abuse

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, in relation to requiring the
office of alcoholism and substance abuse services to establish a
curriculumin problem ganbling which may be provided in grades four
through twelve; to establish an adol escent ganbling task force and
providing for its duties; and providing for the repeal of certain
provi si ons upon expiration thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 19.07 of the nmental hygiene law is anended by
addi ng a new subdivision (h) to read as foll ows:

(H THE OFFI CE OF ALCCOHOLI SM AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVI CES SHALL ESTAB-
LISH A CURRICULUM FOR A COURSE OF | NSTRUCTI ON I N ADOLESCENT PROBLEM
GAMBLI NG WHI CH MAY, AT THE OPTI ON OF ANY SCHOOL, BE PROVIDED |IN GRADES
FOUR THROUGH TWELVE. SUCH COURSE OF | NSTRUCTI ON SHALL | NCLUDE MATERI ALS
TO EDUCATE STUDENTS ON THE DANGERS AND CONSEQUENCES OF PROBLEM GAMBLI NG,
AND SHALL BE AVAI LABLE ON THE | NTERNET WEBSI TE OF SUCH OFFI CE

S 2. Adol escent ganbling task force. (a) An adol escent ganbling task
force is hereby created to exam ne, eval uate and nake reconmendati ons
concerning the content and nmanner of instruction for the course of
instruction in problem ganbling established by subdivision (h) of
section 19.07 of the nental hygiene | aw, as added by section one of this
act. Such task force shall also exam ne the preval ence and consequences
of probl em ganbl i ng anong adol escents.

(b) The adolescent ganbling task force shall be conposed of nine
menbers as follows: the comm ssioner of alcoholismand substance abuse
services, one nenber appointed by the commi ssioner of health to repre-
sent the departnment of health, one nmenber appointed by the conmm ssioner
of education to represent the departnment of education, two nenbers
appoi nted by the tenporary president of the senate to represent organ-
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i zations which serve or advocate on behalf of adol escents, two nenbers
appoi nted by the speaker of the assenbly to represent organizations
which serve or advocate on behal f of adol escents, one nenber appoi nted
by the mnority |eader of the senate and one person appoi nted by the
mnority | eader of the assenbly. The appointees shall be broadly repre-
sentative of the geographic areas of the state, and shall serve at the
pl easure of the appointing official for such nmenber. The <chair of the
task force shall be the comm ssioner of al coholismand substance abuse
services. The conm ssioner of al coholismand substance abuse services

shall, on or before January 1, 2010, report to the governor and the
| egi slature as to whether all nenbers of the task force have been
appointed, and if not, which nmenber or nenbers have not been appoi nted.
Vacancies in the nenbership of the task force shall be filled in the

manner provided for original appointnments.

(c) The task force may neet within and without the state, shall hold
publ i c hearings, and shall have all the powers of a legislative commt-
tee pursuant to the legislative | aw

(d) The nenbers of the task force shall receive no conpensation for
their services, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the perfornmance of their duties pursuant to this section.

(e) To the maxi mum extent feasible, the task force shall be entitled
to request and receive, and shall utilize and be provided with such
facilities, resources and data of any court, departnent, division,
board, bureau, commi ssion or agency of the state or any political subdi-
vision thereof as it may reasonably request to properly carry out its
powers and duties pursuant to this section.

(f) On or before June 1, 2010, the task force shall report to the
of fice of alcoholismand substance abuse services its findings, conclu-
sions and reconmendati ons on inplenenting the provisions of subdivision
(h) of section 19.07 of the nental hygiene |aw, as added by section one
of this act.

(g) On or before June 1, 2011, the task force shall report to the
office of alcoholismand substance abuse services on the status of and
any actions taken on the recommendati ons made pursuant to subdivision
(f) of this section.

S 3. This act shall take effect imedi ately, except that section one
of this act shall take effect Septenber 1, 2010, and section two of this
act shall expire and be deened repeal ed on June 2, 2011.



