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STATE OF NEW YORK

4791
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 6, 2009

Introduced by M of A  WEISENBERG -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring conmunity
service as a condition for graduation frompublic or private high
school

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section 319 to
read as foll ows:

S 319. COWUNITY SERVICE BY STUDENTS. 1. BEG NNI NG W TH THE NI NTH
GRADE CLASS I N THE TWO THOUSAND NI NE- - TWO THOUSAND TEN SCHOOL YEAR AND
| NCLUDI NG EVERY CLASS THEREAFTER, EACH STUDENT SHALL COVPLETE A PROGRAM
OF TVENTY HOURS OF COVMUNI TY SERVI CE AS A CONDI TI ON OF GRADUATI ON FROM
PUBLIC OR PRI VATE H GH SCHOOL. A HI GH SCHOOL STUDENT WHO BEA NS THE TWOD
THOUSAND NI NE- - TWO THOUSAND TEN SCHOOL YEAR I N THE SOPHOMORE, JUNIOR OR
SENIOR CLASS OR WHO, | N SUCCEEDI NG YEARS, FIRST ENTERS A NEW YORK HI GH
SCHOOL | N ONE OF THESE CLASSES SHALL COWLETE A PROPORTI ONATELY LESSER
NUMBER OF COVMUNI TY SERVI CE HOURS. A STUDENT WHO BEG NS THE SCHOOL YEAR
IN THE TENTH GRADE SHALL COWPLETE FI FTEEN HOURS OF COWUNI TY SERVI CE, A
STUDENT WHO BEG NS |IN THE ELEVENTH GRADE SHALL COWPLETE TEN HOURS OF
COVWWUNI TY SERVI CE AND A STUDENT WHO BEG NS IN THE TWELFTH GRADE SHALL
COWPLETE FI VE HOURS OF COVMUNI TY SERVI CE.

2. EACH LOCAL BOARD OF EDUCATI ON OR GOVERNI NG BODY MAY ESTABLI SH A
LOCAL EDUCATI ON FUND FOR THE PURPOCSES OF ADM NI STERING THE COVMUNI TY
SERVI CE PROGRAM THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON OR GOVERNI NG BODY |'S AUTHORI ZED
TO ACCEPT AND DEPOSI T | NTO SUCH FUND ANY CONTRI BUTI ONS FROM BUSI NESSES
OR | NDI VI DUALS W SHI NG TO SUPPCORT SUCH COVMUNI TY SERVI CE PROGRAM

3. EACH LOCAL BOARD OF EDUCATI ON OR GOVERNI NG BODY SHALL, PURSUANT TO
GUI DELI NES ESTABLI SHED BY THE COWM SSI ONER, | MPLEMENT A PROGRAM OF
COWUNITY SERVICE FOR STUDENTS IN GRADES N NE THROUGH TWELVE. THE
COW SSI ONER SHALL, AT THE REQUEST OF A LOCAL BOARD OF EDUCATION OR

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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GOVERNI NG BODY, PROVI DE ANY TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE WHI CH MAY BE NECESSARY
TO AID A DISTRICT I N THE PLANNI NG AND | MPLEMENTATION OF | TS COVWUN TY
SERVI CE PROGRAM THE PROGRAM SHALL PROVIDE, EXCEPT AS PRESCRI BED I N
SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI' S SECTI ON:

(A) A STUDENT SHALL COWPLETE A M Nl MUM OF TVENTY HOURS OF COVMUNI TY
SERVI CE OVER FOUR YEARS, BUT NO MORE THAN TEN HOURS | N ANY ONE YEAR,

(B) A STUDENT MAY COVPLETE THE COMMUNI TY SERVI CE DURI NG THE EVEN NGS,
ON WEEKENDS, OR DURI NG THE SUMVER, BUT SHALL NOT COWLETE THE COVWMUNI TY
SERVI CE DURI NG SCHOOL HOURS UNLESS PERM SSI ON TO DO SO | S GRANTED BY THE
SUPERI NTENDENT OR COMMUNI TY SUPERI NTENDENT OF THE SCHOOL DI STRICT IN
VWH CH SUCH STUDENT |I'S ENROLLED. PERM SSI ON FOR COVPLETI ON OF THE COVMJ-
NI TY SERVI CE DURI NG SCHOOL HOURS BY THE STUDENT MAY BE GRANTED BY THE
SUPERI NTENDENT OR COVMUNI TY SUPERI NTENDENT ONLY | F HE OR SHE | S SATI S
FIED THAT (1) SUCH COVWUNITY SERVICE WLL NOT |INTERFERE WTH THE
STUDENT' S OVERALL ACADEM C PERFORVMANCE AND (11) THE STUDENT DEMONSTRATES
THAT HE OR SHE | S UNABLE TO COVPLETE THE COMMUNI TY SERVI CE DURI NG EVEN-
INGS, WEEKEND OR SUMMER HOURS OR PERM SSION MAY BE GRANTED FOR
COWPLETI ON OF THE COVMUNI TY SERVI CE DURI NG SCHOOL HOURS, | F SUCH COvWU-
NI TY SERVICE IS I N CONJUNCTI ON W TH AN | N- SCHOOL SERVI CE PROGRAM

(© A STUDENT MAY COVPLETE THE COMMUNI TY SERVI CE REQUI REMENT WTH A
NOT- FOR- PROFI T AGENCY OR ORGANI ZATI ON, A PUBLI C AGENCY OR I NSTI TUTION, A
NOT- FOR- PROFI T OR FOR- PROFI T HEALTH CARE FACI LI TY, OR ANY OTHER COVMUNI -
TY ORGANI ZATION WHICH THE LOCAL BOARD OF EDUCATI ON OR GOVERNI NG BODY
DEEMS APPROPRI ATE; AND

(D) A STUDENT SHALL NOT RECElI VE COVPENSATI ON FOR COVMUNI TY SERVICE OR
SUBSTI TUTE EMPLOYMENT FOR THE SERVI CE REQUI REMENT BUT MAY PURSUANT TO
RULES AND REGULATI ONS TO BE ADOPTED BY THE COWM SSI ONER, BE ELI G BLE FOR
ELECTI VE CREDI T TOMNMRD GRADUATI ON OR TOMRD A GRADUATI ON REQUI REMENT.

4. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL PERI ODI CALLY REVIEW THE PROGRESS OF THE
COWUNI TY SERVICE PROGRAM AND SHALL REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE
LEG SLATURE ON THE FI NDI NGS OF THE REVI EW | NCLUDI NG RECOMVENDATI ONS FOR
CHANGES WHI CH ARE DEEMED APPROPRI ATE.

5. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL:

(A) DEVELOP A LONG RANGE PLAN THAT | NCLUDES THE | NTEGRATI ON OF COW-
NI TY SERVI CE LEARNI NG | NTO ACADEM C CURRI CULA;

(B) WORK FOR THE | NVOLVEMENT OF NOT- FOR- PROFI T COVUNI TY BASED ORGAN-
| ZATI ONS AND YOUTH SERVI CE AGENCI ES | NTO COMWUNI TY SERVI CE PROGRAMS; AND

(C) CREATE A RESOURCE | NFORMATI ON NETWORK TO PROVI DE ASSI STANCE, | DEAS
AND MOTI VATI ON TO SCHOOL DI STRICTS AS THEY | MPLEMENT COMMUNI TY SERVI CE
PROGRANS.

6. NOTHING IN THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO EXEMPT THE AGENCI ES,
ORGANI ZATI ONS AND I NSTI TUTIONS WVHHCH PERM T H GH SCHOOL STUDENTS TO
PERFORM COWVMUNITY SERVICE FROM COVPLYING W TH BOTH FEDERAL AND STATE
CHI LD LABOR LAWS.

7. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL ADOPT RULES AND REGULATIONS NECESSARY TO
EFFECTUATE THE PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have beconme a | aw, provided, however, that
any rules and regulations necessary for the tinmely inplenentation of
this act on its effective date shall be pronmulgated on or before such
dat e.



