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STATE OF NEW YORK

4779
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 6, 2009

I ntroduced by M of A ENGLEBRI GHT, PHEFFER -- read once and referred to
the Conmittee on Aging

AN ACT to amend the elder law, in relation to training in geriatric
medi ci ne

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The elder lawis anmended by adding a new section 224 to
read as foll ows:

S 224. GERIATRIC MEDI CINE; TRAINING 1. FOR PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON,
"GERI ATRI C MEDI CI NE* SHALL MEAN THE MEDI CAL CARE AND SCOCI AL, PREVENTA-
TI VE AND REHABI LI TATI VE ASPECTS OF HEALTH AND | LLNESS | N OLDER PEOCPLE.

2. ALL STUDENTS WHO ARE ENROLLED IN A COURSE OF STUDY APPROVED BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO RECEIVE TRAINING AS A PHYSICI AN, PHYSICl AN
ASS|I STANT OR SPECI ALI ST ASSI STANT AS DEFINED | N SECTION SI XTY-FI VE
HUNDRED FORTY OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW SHALL RECEIVE TRAINNNG IN CERIATRIC
MEDI CI NE PURSUANT TO A CURRICULUM DEVELOPED BY THE COWM SSI ONER OF
HEALTH | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE COW SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON AND THE DI REC-
TOR

3. ANY EXI STI NG CURRI CULA, | NCLUDI NG CURRI CULA DEVELOPED BY NATI ONALLY
RECOGNI ZED HEALTH CARE PROFESSI ONAL, SPECI ALTY OR PROVI DER ASSOCI ATI ONS,
MAY BE CONSI DERED | N | MPLEMENTI NG THI'S  SECTI ON. CURRI CULA DEVELOPED
UNDER THI S SECTI ON SHALL CONSI ST OF PROVI DI NG STUDENTS W TH CORE PRI NCI -
PLES RELATED TO THE PRACTI CE OF GERI ATRI C MEDI CI NE WHI CH SHALL | NCLUDE
BUT SHALL NOT BE LIM TED TG

(A) A KNOALEDGE OF THE NORMAL AGQ NG PROCESSES, THE SOCI OLOd CAL AND
DEMOGRAPHI C  ASPECTS OF AG NG | N OUR SOCI ETY, AND THE PSYCHOLOGQ CAL AND
PHYSI CAL ASPECTS OF HUMAN AG NG

(B) ADM NI STRATION AND MANAGEMENT RELEVANT TO DELIVERI NG MEDI CAL
SERVI CES TO OLDER PECPLE, AN ABILITY TO ASSESS CHRONI C AND ACUTE DI SEASE
ASSCCI ATED W TH AG NG AND | MPAI RVENT, DI SABI LI TY AND HANDI CAP, AND THE
DEVELOPMENT OF APPROPRI ATE MANAGEMENT STRATEQd ES;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(C© AN UNDERSTANDI NG OF THE MANAGEMENT OF COWLEX, OFTEN MULTI PLE,
MEDI CAL PROBLEMS WHICH OFTEN REQUI RE A COORDI NATED | NTERDI SCI PLI NARY
APPROACH;, AND THE FUNCTI ON AND ORGANI ZATI ONAL ASPECTS OF THE RANGE OF
EXTENDED CARE SERVI CES AVAI LABLE FOR THE CARE OF DEPENDENT OLDER PEOPLE;

(D) AN ABILITY TO USE APPROPRI ATE RESOURCES FOR REHABI LI TATI ON;

(E) AN UNDERSTANDI NG OF THE EFFECT OF PHYSI CAL | LLNESS, PSYCHOLOG CAL
| LLNESS, SOCI AL AND ENVI RONMENTAL FACTORS ON THE HEALTH OF AN OLDER
PERSON; | NCLUDI NG THE SPECI AL FEATURES OF | LLNESS PRESENTATI ON I N OLDER
PEOPLE W TH REGARD TO COMMON CLI NI CAL SYNDROVES SUCH AS ALZHElI MER S
DI SEASE AND DEMENTI A, CONFUSI ON, FALLS, | NCONTI NENCE, | MPAI RED MOBI LI TY
AND | ATROGENI C DI SORDERS;

(F) AN UNDERSTANDI NG OF THE ROLE OF PREVENTATI VE APPROCACHES FOR OLDER
PEOPLE, | NCLUDING HEALTH PROMOTION;, JUDGMVENT | N THE APPLI CATI ON OF
| NVESTI GATI ONS AND THERAPEUTI C PROCEDURES | N THE CARE OF COLDER PATI ENTS;
AND AN UNDERSTANDI NG OF THE PRI NCI PLES OF PALLI ATI VE CARE AND TECHNI QUES
FOR PAI N MANAGEMENT;

(G EDUCATI ONAL METHODOLOGY, RESEARCH AND STATISTICAL SKILLS, AND
PATI ENT CONSULTATI ON SKI LLS;

MEDI CAL ETHI CS PERTAI NI NG TO OLDER PATI ENTS; AND

(1) COVPLETI ON OF A ROTATION IN A CGERI ATRI C SETTI NG SUCH AS HOVE CARE,
SKI LLED NURSI NG CARE, HOSPI CE CARE OR ADULT DAY HEALTH CARE.

4. EVERY PHYSI Cl AN, PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANT AND SPECI ALI ST ASSI STANT PRAC-
TICCNG IN THE STATE SHALL, EVERY THREE YEARS, COWLETE COURSE WORK OR
TRAI NI NG REGARDI NG GERI ATRI C MEDI CI NE, APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH AND | N ACCORDANCE W TH STANDARDS PROMULGATED BY THE COVM SSI ONER
OF HEALTH | N CONSULTATION WTH THE COW SSI ONER OF EDUCATION AND THE
DI RECTOR. THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SHALL PROVI DE AN EXEMPTI ON FROM THE
REQU REMENTS OF THIS SUBDIVISION TO ANYONE WHO REQUESTS SUCH AN
EXEMPTI ON AND WHO DEMONSTRATES TO SUCH DEPARTMENT' S SATI SFACTI ON THAT:

(A) THERE WOULD BE NO NEED FOR HI M OR HER TO COWPLETE SUCH COURSE WORK
OR TRAI NI NG BECAUSE OF THE NATURE OF HI' S OR HER PRACTI CE; OR

(B) THAT HE OR SHE HAS COVPLETED COURSE WORK OR TRAI NI NG DEEMED BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO BE EQUI VALENT TO THE STANDARDS FOR COURSE WORK
OR TRAI NI NG APPROVED BY SUCH DEPARTMENT UNDER THI S SECTI ON.

5. THE DI RECTOR, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE COW SSI ONER OF HEALTH AND
THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SHALL PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS
NECESSARY TO | MPLEMENT THE PROVI SIONS OF THI' S SECTI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw. Provi ded, however, that effective inmedi ate-
ly, the addition, amendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation
necessary for the tinely inplenmentation of this act on its effective
date are authorized and directed to be made and conpleted on or before
such date.



