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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
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Introduced by M of A WALKER, TOBACCO BARRA, ALFANO, KOLB, RAIA,
CONTE, McDONOQUGH, FI ELDS, DUPREY, MKEVITT, TH ELE, G GLI QO  SCOZZAFA-
VA, SAYWARD, FINCH -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A BACALLES,
BURLI NG CROUCH, ERRI GO, QUI NN, RABBITT, WEI SENBERG -- read once and
referred to the Commttee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation and
Devel opnental Disabilities

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, in relation to establishing an
auti sm housing fund for the construction of group housing for individ-
uals with autism and naking an appropriation therefor

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The nmental hygiene law is anended by adding a new section
13.41 to read as foll ows:

S 13.41 AUTI SM HOUSI NG FUND.

THERE |IS HEREBY  ESTABLISHED AN AUTISM HOUSING FUND FOR THE
CONSTRUCTI ON OF GROUP HOUSI NG FOR | NDI VI DUALS W TH AUTISM THE COW S-
SIONER SHALL HAVE THE CENTRAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR ADM NI STERI NG THE
PROVI SI ONS OF THI'S SECTI ON AND OTHERW SE COORDI NATI NG THE STATE'S POLI -
CIES WTH RESPECT TO THE CONSTRUCTI ON AND | MPLEMENTATI ON OF HOUSI NG TO
| NDI VI DUALS W TH AUTI SM | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE OFFI CE OF THE ADVOCATE
FOR THE DI SABLED, THE OFFI CE OF MENTAL RETARDATION AND DEVELOPMENTAL
DI SABI LI TIES, THE OFFI CE OF MENTAL HEALTH AND THE COWM SSI ON ON QUALI TY
OF CARE FOR THE MENTALLY DI SABLED. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DEVELOP A
COVWPREHENSI VE STATEW DE PROGRAM THAT PROVI DES HOUSI NG AND OTHER ESSEN-
TI AL SERVI CES TO | NDI VI DUALS WTH AUTISM THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ALSO
DEVELOP A BIENNIAL PLAN AND PRI ORI TI ES FOR THE FUNDI NG OF THE SERVI CES
AND PROGRAMS REQUI RED BY THI' S SECTI ON, WTH AN EMPHASI S ON THE DEVELOP-
MENT AND EXPANSI ON OF COVMUNI TY- BASED HOUSI NG AND PROGRAMS AND, TO THE
EXTENT FEASI BLE, UTI LI ZE EXI STI NG ORGANI ZATI ONS W TH DEMONSTRATED | NTER-
EST AND EXPERTI SE | N SERVI NG PERSONS W TH AUTI SM AND SHALL, W THI N FUNDS
AVAI LABLE, ENTER | NTO CONTRACTS W TH SUCH ORGANI ZATI ONS.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 2. The sumof fifteen mllion dollars ($15,000,000), or so nmnuch
t hereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any noneys in
the state treasury in the general fund to the credit of the state
pur poses account, not otherwi se appropriated, and nade inmmediately
avai l able, for the purposes of carrying out the provisions of this act.
Such noneys shall be payable on the audit and warrant of the state conp-
troller on vouchers certified or approved in the nanner prescribed by
| aw.

S 3. This act shall take effect imedi ately; provided, however, that
effective immedi ately, the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule
or regul ation necessary for the inplenmentation of this act on its effec-
tive date are authorized and directed to be nmade and conpleted on or
bef ore such effective date.



