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Introduced by M of A P. RIVERA, MENENY, ESPAILLAT, RAMOS, PERALTA,
VEElI SENBERG, J. RIVERA -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A ABBATE, ALFA-
NO, BARRA, BENEDETTO, BUTLER, CHRI STENSEN, COLTON, COOK, CUSICK, DI AZ,
DI NON TZ, FARRELL, HOOPER, JACOBS, JOHN, KOON, V. LOPEZ, MAYERSCOHN
McDONOUGH, NOLAN, ORTIZ, N RIVERA, ROBINSON, SCARBOROUGH, TOMS
WRI GHT -- read once and referred to the Commttee on Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to bilingual school safe-
ty hotlines

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings and declaration. The |egislature here-
by declares that overwhelm ng evidence indicates that violent acts
performed by schoolchildren are increasing in frequency and intensity.
The legislature finds that these incidents result in senseless deaths
and injuries and psychological trauna to the students, their famlies
and their communities. The legislature finds that children in school are
i mpressi onabl e and subject to powerful peer pressure, and therefore,
mght be disinclined to report a problemto teachers or other authori-
ties because of intimdation, fear of retribution or a distorted sense
of loyalty to their fell ow students. The | egislature also finds, howev-
er, that students know better than anyone what is really occurring in
their fellow students' |ives and are our best resources for recogni zing
the warni ng signs of potential danger.

The legislature finds and declares it to be its purpose and policy to
reduce school violence by teaching children that they have the sane
responsibility as adults to protect each other. The legislature, there-
fore, declares it to be its purpose and policy to provide for a bilin-
gual school safety hotline.

S 2. Section 305 of the education law is anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 42 to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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42. A ANY SCHOOL DI STRI CT OPERATI NG SCHOOL SAFETY HOTLI NES AS PART OF
A REPORTI NG MECHANI SM OR PROCEDURE FOR THE REPORTI NG OF VI OLENT | NCl -
DENTS PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH J OF SUBDI VI SI ON TWO OF SECTI ON TWENTY- El GHT
HUNDRED ONE- A OF THI S CHAPTER SHALL STAFF SUCH HOTLINE BY PERSONNEL
FLUENT IN THE TWO LANGUAGES MOST PREVALENT AMONG STUDENTS OF SUCH
DI STRI CT AS DETERM NED BY THE COW SSIONER. IN SCHOOL DI STRICTS WHERE
SUCH SCHOOL SAFETY HOTLINES HAVE BEEN ESTABLI SHED OR SHALL BE ESTAB-
LI SHED, AND WHERE SUCH DI STRICTS BELIEVE THERE TO BE NO Sl GNI FI CANT
POPULATI ON OF SPEAKERS OF LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLI SH, THE DI STRI CT MAY
APPLY TO THE COW SSI ONER FOR A WAI VER OF THE REQUI REMENT FOR A BI LI N-
GUAL HOTLI NE.

B. EACH DI STRI CT OPERATI NG SUCH SCHOOL SAFETY HOTLI NE SHALL PROVI DE TO
EACH STUDENT IN THE DI STRICT A COPY OF THE SCHOOL SAFETY HOTLI NE NUMBER
AT THE BEG NNI NG OF EACH SCHOOL YEAR.

S 3. This act shall take effect Septenber 1, 2010; provided, however,
that effective i Mmediately the comm ssioner of education is authorized
to adopt any rules and regul ati ons necessary to inplenment the provisions
of this act on or before such date.



