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STATE OF NEW YORK

3607
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 27, 2009

I ntroduced by M of A. EDDI NGTON, PHEFFER -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of
A.  BOYLAND, GALEF, LANCMAN, M LLER, TOMS, WRI GHT -- read once and
referred to the Conmttee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health I aw and the executive law, in relation
to establishing the wonen's reproductive donmai n act

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Article 25 of the public health I aw is anmended by adding a
new title 1-C to read as foll ows:
TITLE 1-C
WOMEN S REPRODUCTI VE DOVAI N ACT
SECTI ON 2516. DEFI NI TI ONS.
2517. WOMEN S RI GHTS; EMBRYO AND FETUS.

S 2516. DEFINITIONS. FOR THE PURPOCSES OF THI'S TITLE, UNLESS THE
CONTEXT CLEARLY REQUI RES OTHERW SE:

1. "EMBRYO' MEANS AN ORGANI SM OF THE SPECI ES HOMO SAPI ENS FROM THE
SI NGLE CELL STAGE TO THE EI GHT WEEK DEVELOPMENT.

2. "FETUS' MEANS AN ORGANI SM OF THE SPECI ES HOMO SAPIENS FROM ElI GHT
WEEKS DEVELOPMENT UNTI L COVPLETE EXPULSI ON OR EXTRACTI ON FROM A WOWVAN' S
BODY, OR REMOVAL FROM AN ARTI FI CI AL WOMB OR OTHER SI M LAR ENVI RONVENT
DESI GNED TO NURTURE THE DEVELOPMENT OF SUCH ORGANI SM

S 2517. WOMEN S RI GHTS; EMBRYO AND FETUS. 1. A PREGNANT WOVAN SHALL BE
THE SOLE POSSESSOR OF RI GHTS OVER AN EMBRYO AND FETUS. THE EMBRYO AND
FETUS SHALL BE CONSI DERED | NTERCONNECTED W TH THE WOMAN, COEXI STI NG
SI MULTANEOQUSLY W TH THE UNDERLYI NG MAKEUP OF A WOMAN' S PHYSI OLOGY, W TH
NO SEPARATI ON EXI STI NG BETWEEN THE WOMAN AND THE CONTENT OF HER WOVB.

2. THE PREGNANT WOVAN S FI NAL DECI SI ON OVER THE EMBRYO AND FETUS W TH
REGARDS TO RI GHTS PERTAI NI NG TO CHI LDBEARI NG CHO CES, PREVENTATI VE MEAS-
URES TO DEFEND AGAI NST THE PREGNANCY, OR TO MEDI CALLY ABORT THE FETUS
SHALL BE SUPREME AND NO OTHER ARBI TRATOR MAY |INTERVENE IN THE FORMJ
LATI ON OF THAT DECI SI ON.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 2. Section 291 of the executive |lawis amended by adding a new
subdivision 4 to read as foll ows:

4. THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF THE WOMAN AS THE SOLE POSSESSOR OF THE RI GHTS
OVER THE EMBRYO OR FETUS, W TH ANY ATTEMPT TO DIM NI SH THE RI GHTS OF THE
WOMAN OVER THE FETUS OR EMBRYO, CONSTI TUTES A FORM OF DI SCRI M NATI ON.

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.



