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Gover nment al QOperations

AN ACT to amend the general municipal law, in relation to authorizing
the renoval of citizenship requirements frompolice and firefighters
by local law, and to amend the public officers law, in relation to
citizenship requirenents

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The general nunicipal law is amended by adding a new
section 209-ff to read as foll ows:

S 209-FF. CITIZENSH P REQUI REMENTS OF POLICE AND Fl REFI GHTERS
NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY GENERAL, SPECI AL OR LOCAL LAW OR ADM NI STRATI VE CODE
TO THE CONTRARY, THE LOCAL GOVERNING BODIES OF THE SEVERAL CI Tl ES
TOMS, VILLAGES, POLICE AND FIRE DI STRICTS OF THE STATE ARE HEREBY
AUTHORI ZED TO REMOVE, BY LOCAL LAW RULE OR ORDI NANCE, ANY CI Tl ZENSH P
REQUI REMENTS FROM THE QUALI FI CATI ONS OF POLI CE OFFI CERS AND FI REFI GHT-
ERS

S 2. Subdivision 1 of section 3 of the public officers |aw, as anmended
by chapter 44 of the laws of 1982, is anmended to read as foll ows:

1. No person shall be capable of holding a civil office who shall not,
at the tinme he OR SHE shall be chosen thereto, have attai ned the age of
ei ghteen years, except that in the case of youth boards, youth conm s-
sions or recreation conm ssions only, nenbers of such boards or conm s-
sions may be under the age of eighteen years, but nmust have attained the
age of sixteen years on or before appointnment to such youth board, youth
conmi ssi on or recreation conmm ssion, be a citizen of the United States
EXCEPT THAT FOR APPO NTMENT AS A POLI CE OFFI CER, FI REFI GHTER OR OTHER
ClVIL OFFI CE FOR WHI CH ELECTION | S NOT REQUI RED, SUCH PERSON MAY BE A
LEGAL PERMANENT RESI DENT, a resident of the state, and if it be a |oca
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LBD01914-01-9



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

A. 3557 2

office, a resident of the political subdivision or nunicipal corporation
of the state for which he OR SHE shall be chosen, or wthin which the
el ectors electing himOR HER reside, or within which his OR HER officia
functions are required to be exercised, or who shall have been or shal
be convicted of a violation of the selective draft act of the United
States, enacted May ei ghteenth, nineteen hundred seventeen, or the acts
anmendatory or supplenental thereto, or of the federal selective training
and service act of nineteen hundred forty or the acts anmendatory thereof
or supplenental thereto.

S 3. The first undesi gnated paragraph of section 3-b of the public
officers |law, as anended by chapter 448 of the laws of 1992, is anmended
to read as foll ows:

No sheriff of a county, nmayor of a city, or official, or other persons
authorized by | aw to appoi nt special deputy sheriffs, special consta-
bles, marshals, police officers, or peace officers in this state, to
preserve the public peace or quell public disturbance, shall hereafter,
at the instance of any agent, society, association or corporation, or
ot herwi se, appoint as such special deputy, special constable, narshal,
police officer, or peace officer, any person who shall not be a citizen
of the United States OR A LEGAL PERMANENT RESI DENT and a resident of the
state of New York, [and entitled to vote therein at the tinme of his
appointnent,] and a resident of the same county as the mayor or sheriff
or other official naking such appointnment; provided, however, that when,
in the judgnent of a sheriff of a county except those counties wthin
the city of New York a situation exists which requires tenporary addi -
ti onal assistance, such sheriff may appoint special deputy sheriffs who
are non-residents of the county but residents of the state of New York
who shall hold office until such tine as the appointing sheriff deter-
m nes that the situation no | onger exists; and no person shall assunme or
exercise the functions, powers, duties or privileges incident and
bel onging to the office of special deputy sheriff, special constables,
mar shal , police officer, or peace officer, w thout having first received
his OR HER appointnent in witing fromthe authority |awfully appointing
him OR HER Not hi ng herein contained, however, shall apply to the
appoi ntnent of a non-resident, as an energency special deputy sheriff,
by the sheriff of any county to act when such sheriff has declared a
state of special enmergency pursuant to the provisions of section two
hundred nine-f of the general rmunicipal |aw. Any person otherw se quali -
fied who resides in either the county of Nassau or the county of Suffolk
may at the instance of a society for the prevention of cruelty to
ani mal s be appointed as a peace officer by the appropriate appointing
official of either of such counties notw thstanding that such appointee
does not reside in the sane county as the appointing official.

S 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



