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STATE OF NEW YORK

3276
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 23, 2009

Introduced by M of A EDDINGTON -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing the read-
ing for educational achievenent and devel opment program ( READ)

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The |egislature hereby finds that high
quality reading skills formthe basis for educational success and hereby
determ nes that a programto pronote high quality reading skills shal
be established. This programshall be known as the reading for educa-
ti onal achi evenment and devel opnent program (READ). This program shal
provide for the collection and distribution of books which are age
appropriate for children enrolled in public schools or registered
nonpublic schools. This program shall be designed to provide for the
collection of reading materials and for the distribution of such
collected reading materials primarily to children who do not otherw se
have access to reading materials in the hone. This programshall recog-
nize the fact that the bookshelves of sone homes have significant
nunbers of books that children have outgrown. In addition, rmany hones
| ack appropriate reading materials for children. The distribution of
books to children who | ack reading resources is designed to give these
children the opportunity to develop their reading and witing skills
out si de of the school setting.

S 2. The education law is anended by adding a new section 319 to read
as foll ows:

S 319. READING FOR EDUCATI ONAL ACHI EVEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
(READ). 1. THERE | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED W THI N THE DEPARTMENT A PROGRAM
TO BE KNOMWN AS THE " READI NG FOR EDUCATI ONAL ACHI EVEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAM' ( READ) .

2. AS USED IN THI S SECTI ON THE FOLLOWN NG TERMS SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW
| NG MEANI NGS

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(A) "DONOR SCHOOLS" SHALL MEAN PUBLIC SCHOOL DI STRICTS, CHARTER
SCHOOLS, OR REGQ STERED NONPUBLI C SCHOOLS WHI CH HAVE OPTED TO PARTI Cl PATE
I N THE READ PROGRAM

(B) "RECIPIENT SCHOOLS' SHALL MEAN PUBLI C SCHOOL DI STRICTS, CHARTER
SCHOOLS, OR REGQ STERED NONPUBLI C SCHOOLS WHICH THE COWM SSI ONER DETER-
M NES ARE ELI G BLE TO RECEI VE BOOKS THAT ARE COLLECTED PURSUANT TO THI S
SECTI ON.

(C) "COLLECTI ON ENTI TY" SHALL MEAN BOARDS OF COOPERATI VE EDUCATI ONAL
SERVICES (BOCES) OR A SCHOOL DI STRICT LOCATED IN A CITY WTH GREATER
THAN ONE HUNDRED TWENTY- FI VE THOUSAND | NHABI TANTS.

3. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL, W THI N NI NETY DAYS OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF
THI S SECTI ON, AFTER CONSULTATI ON W TH REPRESENTATI VES OF BOCES, REPRE-
SENTATI VES OF SCHOOL BOARDS ASSCClI ATI ONS, AND TEACHERS' ORGANI ZATI ONS,
PROMULGATE REGULATI ONS TO ESTABLI SH A PROCESS BY WHI CH COLLECTI ON ENTI -
TIES COLLECT AND REDI STRI BUTE BOOKS. SUCH REGULATI ONS SHALL REQUI RE
THAT BY JULY FI RST OF EACH YEAR, ALL COLLECTION ENTITIES SHALL CONTACT
ALL DONOR AND RECIPIENT SCHOOLS TO | NFORM THEM OF THEIR ABILITY TO
PARTI Cl PATE | N READ. EACH DONOR AND RECI Pl ENT SCHOOL SHALL RESPOND BY
AUGUST FI RST OF EACH YEAR REGARDI NG THEI R | NTENT TO PARTI Cl PATE | N READ
FOR THAT SCHOOL YEAR. EACH PARTI Cl PATI NG DONOR SCHOOL SHALL ESTABLISH A
COLLECTION PO NT FOR BOOKS AND SHALL OPERATE A BOOK DRI VE EVERY YEAR
DURI NG WHI CH SUCH SCHOOL PARTI Cl PATES | N READ. PERI ODI CALLY DURI NG EACH
SCHOOL YEAR ALL PARTI Cl PATI NG DONOR SCHOOLS SHALL SEND SUCH COLLECTED
BOOKS TO THE DESI GNATED COLLECTI ON ENTI TY.

4. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL SET FORTH REGULATIONS WHI CH SPECIFY HOW
COLLECTION ENTITIES SHALL DI STRI BUTE BOOKS COLLECTED PURSUANT TO THI S
SECTI ON.

5. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL SET FORTH REGULATIONS TO SET THE CRITERI A
FOR CHOOSING RECIPIENT SCHOOLS WHI CH SHALL BE BASED ON THE READI NG
LEVELS OF CHI LDREN WHO ARE ENROLLED IN THE SCHOOL AS MEASURED BY THE
APPROPRI ATE STATE ASSESSMENT. SUCH REGULATI ONS SHALL ALSO SPECI FY THE
PROCEDURES AND CRI TERI A FOR RECI PI ENT SCHOOLS TO DI STRIBUTE BOOKS TO
STUDENTS. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL DEVELOP GUI DELI NES FOR COLLECTI ON
ENTI TI ES AND RECI PI ENT SCHOOLS THAT SPECIFY THE MANNER BY WHI CH THE
COLLECTION ENTITIES SHALL DETERM NE THE AGE APPROPRI ATENESS OF READI NG
MATERI ALS.

6. ON OR BEFORE JULY FI RST, TWO THOUSAND TEN, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL
REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE
SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY ON READ AND SHALL SPECIFY THE NUMBER OF BOOKS
COLLECTED BY EACH COLLECTION ENTITY, A LIST OF ALL PARTI Cl PATI NG DONOR
AND RECI PI ENT SCHOOLS, THE NUMBER OF BOOKS COLLECTED FROM EACH PARTI G
| PATI NG DONOR SCHOOL AND THE NUMBER OF BOOKS DI STRI BUTED TO EACH RECI PI -
ENT SCHOOL.

S 3. Subdivision 4 of section 1950 of the education |aw is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph oo to read as foll ows:

OO, PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED NI NETEEN OF
THI'S CHAPTER, COLLECT AND DI STRIBUTE READI NG MATERI ALS FOR CHI LDREN
ENROCLLED | N PUBLI C SCHOOLS, CHARTER SCHOOLS AND REG STERED NONPUBLIC
SCHOOLS. ALL COSTS ASSOCIATED WTH THE PROVI SIONS OF TH S PARAGRAPH
SHALL NOT BE DEEMED AN Al DABLE SHARED SERVI CE BY THE COWM SSI ONER

S 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



