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STATE OF NEW YORK

3054
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 22, 2009

Introduced by M of A BARCLAY, KOLB, TOANSEND -- Milti-Sponsored by --
M of A CROUCH, SALADINO -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Tourism Arts and Sports Devel opnment

AN ACT creating a tenporary state commi ssion on tourismin central New
York to study and prepare a sound business plan to devel op a state-of-
the-art transportation systemto Ilink community assets; rmaking an
appropriation t herefor; and providing for the repeal of such
provi si ons upon expiration thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. A tenporary state conmm ssion on tourismin central New York
is hereby created to examne, evaluate, and nake recomendations
concerning the devel opnent of a state-of-the-art transportation system
to link community assets. Such conmm ssion shall include in its study the
feasibility of the developnent of a light rail systemto connect Syra-
cuse Hancock International Airport, the WlliamF. Wal sh Transportation
Center, Syracuse University, Desti NY USA, ONCenter, and downtown Syra-
cuse, in order to bring greater economc success to these areas and
their surroundi ng communiti es.

S 2. 1. The conmi ssion shall consist of the following fifteen nenbers:

(a) the conm ssioner or his or her designated representative fromthe
departnments of transportation, economc devel opnent, envi ronnent al
conservation, agriculture and markets and of the office of parks, recre-
ation and historic preservation;

(b) the chairperson or his or her designated representative of the New
York state thruway authority, the tourism advisory council, the upstate
New York tourismcouncil and the downstate New York tourism council

(c) a representative of travel and vacation related business and a
representative of an organization of autonobile wusers and owners
appoi nted by the governor;

(d) a representative of Syracuse University;
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) a representative of the Greater Syracuse chanber of comerce;
) a representative of the Onondaga county executive branch; and
) a representative of the office of the mayor of the city of Syra-

2. The chairman of the conm ssion shall be the comm ssioner of trans-
portation. The nmenbers of the task force may el ect a vice chairman
secretary or such other officers as it may deem necessary for such terns
as its menbers shall determ ne.

3. Menbers of the comm ssion, except for those representing New York
state departnments, agencies, authorities or councils, shall serve for a
termof two years and may be reappointed in the sane manner as provi ded
for their initial appointnent.

4. A mjority of the nenbers of the conm ssion shall constitute a
guorum for the transaction of any business or the exercise of any power
or function of the comm ssion. An act, determi nation, or decision of the
menbers present and entitled to vote during the presence of a quorum
shall be held to be the act, determi nation or decision of the comms-
si on.

5. The comm ssion shall neet at |east quarterly at the call of the
chai rman. Additional neetings may be called by the chairperson subject
to the giving of one week's notice, and shall be called by himor her at
the request of a npjority of the nenbers of the conm ssion.

S 3. The commission nmay enpl oy and at pl easure renpve such personne
as it may deem necessary for the performance of its functions.

S 4. The conm ssion nmay nmeet within and without the state, shall hold
public hearings, and shall have all the powers of a |egislative commt-
tee pursuant to the legislative | aw

S 5. The nenbers of the commission shall receive no conpensation for
their services, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties hereunder.

S 6. The conmssion shall nake a prelimnary report to the governor
and the legislature of its findings, conclusions, and recomendations
not later than one year after the effective date of this act, and a
final report of its findings, conclusions, and recomendati ons not | ater
than two years after the effective date of this act, and shall submt
with its reports such |legislative proposals as it deens necessary to
i npl enent its reconmendati ons.

S 7. The sum of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000), or so nmuch
thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to pay the expenses
i ncurred, including personal service, in carrying out the provisions of
this act. Such noneys shall be payable out of the state treasury in the
general fund to the credit of the state purposes account after audit by
and on the warrant of the conptroller upon the vouchers certified or
approved by the chairperson or vice-chairperson of the conmssion as
prescri bed by | aw.

S 8. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire Septenber
30, 2011, when upon such date the provisions of this act shall be deened
r epeal ed.



