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Introduced by M of A SCH MM NGER, GOTTFRI ED, GUNTHER, MORELLE, JOHN,
GANTT, KOON -- Miulti-Sponsored by -- M of A GALEF -- read once and
referred to the Conmttee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to a study of tele-
nmedi ci ne and providing for the repeal of such provisions upon expira-
tion thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public health law is amended by adding a new article 17

to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 17
TELEMEDI Cl NE
SECTI ON 1701. LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS.
1702. DEFI NI TI ON.
1703. PROGRAM TO STUDY TELEMEDI Cl NE
1704. REPORTS.

S 1701. LEG SLATIVE FI NDI NGS. THE LEG SLATURE FI NDS THAT THE PROMOTI ON
OF TELEMEDI CI NE IS AN | MPORTANT STATE GOAL. TELEMEDI CINE WLL ALLOW FOR
| MPROVEMENTS | N THE QUALI TY, DELIVERY, AND EFFI Cl ENCY OF HEALTH CARE I N
THE STATE OF NEW YORK

THE LEG SLATURE FURTHER FI NDS THAT THERE IS A NEED TO STUDY THE | SSUE
OF TELEMEDI CI NE TO | DENTI FY CONCERNS REGARDI NG THE SAFETY AND EFFECTI VE-
NESS OF THE TELEHEALTH SYSTEM THE EXTENT OF PATI ENT PRI VACY PROBLEMS,
AND OTHER CONCERNS | N ORDER TO HELP DETERM NE THE STATE'S POLICIES W TH
RESPECT THERETO.

S 1702. DEFINITION. WHEN USED IN THI S ARTI CLE, "TELEMEDI Cl NE' SHALL
MEAN THE USE OF | NTERACTI VE AUDI O, VIDEO, OR OTHER ELECTRONIC MEDIA TO
DELI VER HEALTH CARE. THE TERM SHALL | NCLUDE THE USE OF ELECTRONI C MEDI A
FOR DI AGNOCSI S, CONSULTATI ON, TREATMENT, TRANSFER OF MEDI CAL DATA, AND
MEDI CAL  EDUCATI ON. THE TERM SHALL NOT | NCLUDE SERVI CES PERFORMED USI NG
CONVENTI ONAL TELEPHONE OR FACSI M LE MACHI NE TECHNOLOGY.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 1703. PROGRAM TO STUDY TELEMEDICINE. THE COW SSIONER AND THE
COW SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON SHALL ESTABLI SH A PROGRAM TO STUDY TELEMEDI -
Cl NE. SUCH PROGRAM SHALL:

1. I DENTIFY TECHNI CAL, LEGAL, AND COST | SSUES RELATI NG TO THE DEVELOP-
MENT OF EFFECTI VE TELEMEDI CI NE SERVI CES | N THE STATE;

2. STUDY THE APPARENT BARRI ERS TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF EFFECTI VE TELE-
MEDI Cl NE SERVI CES | N THE STATE;

3. SURVEY FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTITIES AND THE
PRI VATE SECTOR TO ADDRESS PROBLEMS, DEVELOP POLICIES, AND OTHERW SE
| MPROVE THE DELI VERY OF TELEMEDI Cl NE SERVI CES;

4. STUDY EFFORTS OF OTHER STATES AND THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO DEVELOP
EFFECTI VE TELEMEDI CI NE SERVI CES;

5. ENGAGE ANY AND ALL | NTERESTED PARTI ES TO ENCOURAGE THE DEVELOPMENT
OF CONTRACTS OR OTHER AGREEMENTS WHEREBY ENTI TI ES NEEDI NG TELEMEDI Cl NE
SERVI CES CAN OBTAI N THEM PURSUANT TO REASONABLE TERMS AND CONDI Tl ONS;

6. SOLICIT | NPUT FROM | NTERESTED PARTI ES;

7. STI MULATE STATEW DE DI SCUSSI ON ON THE | SSUE OF TELEMEDI CI NE;

8. ADVI SE THE GOVERNOR AND LEG SLATURE REGARDI NG | MPROVEMENT OF PUBLI C
POLI Cl ES RELATI NG TO TELEMEDI Cl NE;

9. MAKE RECOVVENDATI ONS ON | NTEGRATI ON OF NEW AND EMERG NG TECHNOLO-
G ES AND APPLI CATI ONS FOR DELI VERY OF HEALTH CARE SERVI CES THROUGH TELE-
COVMUNI CATI ONS | NTO THE TELEHEALTH SYSTEM AND

10. MAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS ON METHODS OF ENSURI NG THAT THE TELEHEALTH
SYSTEM UTI LI ZES FEDERAL FUNDS TO THE MAXI MUM EXTENT POSSI BLE.

S 1704. REPORTS. THE COWM SSI ONER AND THE COWM SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON
SHALL PREPARE A PRELI M NARY REPORT OF FINDINGS TO BE FI LED W TH THE
GOVERNOR AND THE LEG SLATURE W THI N SI X MONTHS OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF
THIS ARTICLE, AND A FINAL REPORT WTH N ONE YEAR OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE
OF TH S ARTI CLE.

S 2. This act shall take effect immediately and shall expire and be
deened repealed 1 year after such effective date.



