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STATE OF NEW YORK

2557
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 20, 2009

Introduced by M of A GANIT -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Transportation

AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to a driver
safety course; to anend the state finance law, in relation to a driver
safety course fund; and to repeal certain provisions of such | aws
relating thereto

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Articles 12-B and 12-C of the vehicle and traffic |aw are
REPEALED and a new article 12-B is added to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 12-B
DRI VER SAFETY COURSE
SECTI ON 399- A. STATEMENT OF PURPCSE.
399-B. ESTABLI SHVENT AND | MPLEMENTATI ON OF DRI VER SAFETY COURSE.
399-C. COURSE CONTENT.
399-D. FEES.
399- E. ADVERTI SI NG
399-F. REPORT BY COWM SSI ONER.
399- G REGULATI ONS.

S 399-A. STATEMENT OF PURPCSE. THE PURPCSE OF THIS ARTICLE IS TO
FOSTER AND MAI NTAI N DRI VER COVPETENCY THROUGH THE CREATI ON OF A DRI VER
SAFETY COURSE.

S 399-B. ESTABLI SHVENT AND | MPLEMENTATI ON OF DRI VER SAFETY COURSE. THE
COW SS|I ONER SHALL ESTABLI SH AND | MPLEMENT AN | NTERNET BASED DRI VER
SAFETY COURSE FOR THE PURPCSES OF TRAI NI NG NEW DRI VERS, AND GRANTI NG
PO NT AND | NSURANCE REDUCTION BENEFITS. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL NOT
CONTRACT W TH OR OTHERW SE UTI LI ZE ANY NON- GOVERNMVENTAL ENTITIES | N THE
ESTABLI SHVENT OR | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THI S COURSE, EXCEPT THAT THE COW S-
SIONER SHALL CONTRACT WTH A SOFTWARE SOLUTI ON AND NETWORK | NFRASTRUC-
TURE PROVI DER. SUCH SOFTWARE SOLUTI ON AND NETWORK | NFRASTRUCTURE PROVI D-
ER SHALL BE | NCORPORATED AND LOCATED WTHI N THE STATE, HAVE CONDUCTED

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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BUSINESS WTH THE STATE FOR A PERI OD OF NOT LESS THAN TEN YEARS, OFFER
COURSE CONTENT AS PART OF THEI R SERVI CES, AND USE BI OVETRI C TECHNOLOA ES
TO GUARANTEE SECURI TY. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL | MPLEMENT A SYSTEM THAT
ALLOANS AN ON-LI NE PARTI Cl PANT TO VERI FY H'S OR HER | DENTI TY AND ENSURES
THAT SUCH STUDENT' S | DENTI TY AND ON- LI NE TRANSACTION |'S SECURE. THE
COW SSI ONER SHALL ENDEAVOR TO CONTRACT SOFTWARE SOLUTI ON AND NETWORK
| NFRASTRUCTURE PROVI DERS CERTI FI ED UNDER ARTI CLE FI FTEEN- A OF THE EXECU-
Tl VE LAW

S 399-C. COURSE CONTENT. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL CONTRACT WTH A TECH
NOLOGY CONTRACTOR WHO IS VWELL- KNOMWN I N THE COVMUNI TY AND SPECI ALI ZES I N
TRAFFI C SAFETY CURRI CULUM DEVELOPMENT TO DEVELOP A CURRI CULUM FOR THE
DRI VER SAFETY COURSE | N CONJUNCTI ON W TH THE GOVERNOR S TRAFFI C SAFETY
COW TTEE. TH' S CURRI CULUM SHALL CONTAI N | NSTRUCTI ON ON DRI VER ATTI TUDE,
COLLI SI ON AWARENESS, THE PROPER USE OF AUTOMOBI LE SAFETY DEVI CES, DEFEN-
SI VE DRI VI NG DRUG AND ALCOHOL | MPAI RVENT, SAFE USE OF AUTOMOBI LE TECH
NOLOGY, SCHOOL AND WORK ZONE SAFETY, TOLL PLAZA SAFETY, DRI VI NG VH LE
DROWSY, DRI VER DI STRACTI ONS, ROAD RAGE, SCHOOL BUS SAFETY, AND SUCH
OTHER SUBJECTS AS THE COWM SSI ONER MAY PRESCRI BE. TH S CURRI CULUM SHALL
BE REVI EWNED AND UPDATED ANNUALLY.

S 399-D. FEES. THE COW SSIONER | S AUTHORI ZED TO I MPOSE A FEE UPON
EACH STUDENT WHO ENROLLS | N THE DRI VER SAFETY COURSE WHI CH SHALL NOT
EXCEED ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS. THE PROCEEDS FROM SUCH FEE SHALL BE DEPCSI| T-
ED IN THE DRIVER SAFETY COURSE FUND AS ESTABLISHED BY SECTI ON
El GHTY- Nl NE- G OF THE STATE FI NANCE LAW

S 399-E. ADVERTISING THE GOVERNOR S TRAFFI C SAFETY COW TTEE SHALL
DEVELOP AND | MPLEMENT A PROGRAM TO ACTI VELY MARKET AND PROMOTE THE DRI V-
ER SAFETY COURSE TO THE GENERAL PUBLI C.

S 399-F. REPORT BY COW SSI ONER. THE COVWM SSI ONER SHALL REPORT ANNUAL-
LY TO THE GOVERNOR, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAK-
ER OF THE ASSEMBLY THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS TAKI NG THE COURSE, AMOUNT OF
REVENUE RECEI VED, THE LOCATI ON OF STUDENTS BY COUNTY, AND WHETHER THE
COURSE |S TAKEN FOR PRE-LICENSING |INSURANCE, OR PO NT REDUCTI ON
PURPCSES.

S 399-G REGULATI ONS. THE COW SS| ONER SHALL PROMULGATE SUCH RULES AND
REGULATI ONS AS ARE NECESSARY TO EFFECTUATE THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTI -
CLE.

S 2. Subdivision 4 of section 502 of the vehicle and traffic law is
REPEALED and a new subdivision 4 is added to read as foll ows:

4. EXAM NATI ONS. (A) UPON SUBM SSI ON OF AN APPLI CATION FOR A DRIVER S
LI CENSE, THE APPLI CANT SHALL BE REQU RED (I) TO TAKE AND PASS A TEST
RELATING TO TRAFFIC LAWS, AND SUCH OTHER TRAFFI C RELATED MATTERS THAT
THE COWM SSI ONER MAY PRESCRIBE, (1) TO TAKE AND PASS A BEH ND THE WHEEL
EXAM NATION, AND (II1) TO SATISFACTORILY COWLETE THE DRIVER SAFETY
COURSE UNDER ARTI CLE TWELVE-B OF TH S CHAPTER.

(B) THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL CAUSE THE APPLI CANT TO TAKE A VI SI ON TEST
AND A TEST FOR COLOR BLI NDNESS. UPON PASSAGE OF THE VISION TEST, THE
APPLI CATI ON MAY BE ACCEPTED AND THE APPLI CATI ON FEE SHALL BE PAYABLE.

(©O THE COW SSIONER SHALL MAKE AVAILABLE TO EACH APPLI CANT FOR A
COWERCI AL DRIVER S LICENSE | NSTRUCTI ONAL HANDBOOKS OQOUTLINING THE
REQUI REMENTS NECESSARY TO QUALIFY FOR SUCH A LI CENSE, AND CONTAI NI NG A
Dl SCUSSI ON OF THE OFFENSES WHICH WLL RESULT IN D SQUALIFI CATION FROM
OPERATI NG A COMVERCI AL MOTOR VEH CLE AS DEFI NED | N SECTI ON FI VE HUNDRED
ONE-A OF TH S ARTI CLE. SUCH HANDBOOKS SHALL BE AVAI LABLE | N LANGUAGES AS
THE COWM SSI ONER MAY PRESCRI BE.

(D) THE COWM SSI ONER MAY WAI VE THE REQUI REMENT FOR PASSAGE OF A TEST
UNDER SUBPARAGRAPH (1) OF PARAGRAPH (A) OF THI S SUBDI VI SI QN, FOR THOSE
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APPLI CANTS WHO HOLD A VALID OR RENEWABLE DRIVER S LICENSE |SSUED BY
ANOTHER JURI SDI CTI ON OR THE UNI TED STATES GOVERNMENT.

(E) THE COW SSI ONER SHALL PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS ESTABLI SH
ING ELIGBILITY STANDARDS FOR THE TAKI NG AND PASSI NG OF KNOALEDGE TESTS
IN OTHER THAN WRI TTEN FORM

S 3. Section 89-g of the state finance law is REPEALED and a new
section 89-g is added to read as foll ows:

S 89-G DRIVER SAFETY COURSE FUND. 1. THERE | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED | N
THE JO NT CUSTODY OF THE STATE COVPTROLLER AND THE COWMM SSI ONER OF TAXA-
TI ON AND FI NANCE A SPECI AL FUND TO BE KNOWN AS THE " DRI VER SAFETY COURSE
FUND" .

2. SUCH FUND SHALL CONSI ST OF ALL FEES RECElI VED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
MOTOR VEH CLES PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SI ONS OF ARTI CLE TWELVE-B OF THE
VEHI CLE AND TRAFFI C LAW AND ALL OTHER MONEYS APPROPRI ATED, CREDI TED OR
TRANSFERRED THERETO FROM ANY OTHER FUND OR SOURCE PURSUANT TO LAW

3. THE MONEYS IN THE DRI VER SAFETY COURSE FUND SHALL BE KEPT SEPARATE
AND SHALL NOT BE COWM NGLED W TH ANY OTHER MONEYS | N THE CUSTODY OF THE
COW SSI ONER OF TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE AND THE STATE COVPTROLLER

4. THE MONEYS IN THE DRIVER SAFETY COURSE FUND SHALL BE ANNUALLY
DI STRI BUTED AS FOLLOWS: NOT MORE THAN THI RTY PERCENT OF THE MONEYS |IN
SUCH FUND SHALL BE EXPENDED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEH CLES FOR THE
PURPCSES OF ADM NI STERI NG AND | MPLEMENTI NG THE PROVI SIONS OF ARTICLE
TWELVE-B OF THE VEHI CLE AND TRAFFI C LAW NOT MORE THAN THI RTY PERCENT OF
THE MONEYS |IN SUCH FUND SHALL BE TRANSFERRED TO THE DEDI CATED HI GHWAY
AND BRI DGE TRUST FUND; NOT MORE THAN FI FTEEN PERCENT OF THE MONEYS |IN
SUCH FUND SHALL BE EXPENDED FOR THE ADM NI STRATI ON OF DEPARTMENT OF
MOTOR VEH CLE REA ONAL OFFI CES LOCATED IN THE CI TY OF ALBANY, CTY OF
ROCHESTER, TOWN OF OYSTER BAY, TOM OF BETHPAGE, CI TY OF SYRACUSE,
VI LLAGE OF NORTH SYRACUSE, VI LLAGE OF WEST HAVERSTRAW VI LLAGE OF AM TY-
VILLE, TOM OF | SLIP, TOAN OF HUNTI NGTON, TOMN OF BROCKHAVEN, TOM OF
Rl VERHEAD, CI TY OF PEEKSKILL, CITY OF WHITE PLAINS, AND CI TY OF YONKERS,
PROVI DED HOWEVER, I N THE EVENT THAT ANY OF THE AFOREMENTI ONED OFFI CES
HAS CLOSED, RELOCATED, OR EXPERI ENCED A SI GNI FI CANT REDUCTI ON OF ACTI V-
| TIES, NO MONEYS SHALL BE EXPENDED FOR THE PURPOSE OF ADM NI STRATI ON OF
ANY REG ONAL OFFI CE UNDER THI' S SECTI ON; NOT MORE THAN FIVE PERCENT OR
FIVE MLLION DOLLARS, VWHI CHEVER 1S LESS, OF THE MONEYS I N SUCH FUND
SHALL BE EXPENDED BY THE GOVERNOR S TRAFFI C SAFETY COW TTEE FOR ADVER-
TI SI NG AND CURRI CULUM DEVELOPMENT OF THE DRI VER SAFETY PROGRAM NOT MORE
THAN FIVE PERCENT OR FIVE MLLION DOLLARS, WHI CHEVER | S LESS, OF THE
MONEYS I N SUCH FUND SHALL BE EXPENDED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTA-
TI ON FOR CULVERT MAI NTENANCE; NOT MORE THAN FI VE PERCENT OR FI VE M LLI ON
DOLLARS, WHI CHEVER IS LESS, OF THE MONEYS I N SUCH FUND SHALL BE EXPENDED
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON AND THE DI VI SI ON OF STATE POLI CE FOR
WORK AND SCHOOL ZONE SAFETY PROGRAMS; NOT MORE THAN FI VE PERCENT OR FI VE
M LLION DOLLARS, WH CHEVER | S LESS, OF THE MONEYS I N SUCH FUND SHALL BE
EXPENDED BY NON METROPOLI TAN TRANSPORTATI ON AUTHORI TY PUBLI C TRANSPORTA-
TI ON AUTHORI TI ES FOR THE PARA TRANSI T OPERATI ONS; AND NOT MORE THAN FI VE
PERCENT OR FI VE M LLI ON DOLLARS, WHICHEVER | S LESS, OF THE MONEYS |IN
SUCH FUND SHALL BE EXPENDED BY THE METROPOLI TAN TRANSPORTATI ON AUTHORI TY
FOR HANDI CAPPED ACCESSI BLE EQUI PMVENT.

S 4. This act shall take effect Septenber 1, 20009.



