Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

2505
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 16, 2009

Introduced by M of A PRETLOW-- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A TOMNS
-- read once and referred to the Conmttee on Codes

AN ACT to anend the crimnal procedure law, in relation to permtting
the electronic filing of papers in local <crimnal courts, where
aut hori zed by | aw

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 5 of section 1.20 of the crimnal procedure
| aw, as separately anended by chapters 315, 383 and 729 of the |aws of
1972, is amended to read as foll ows:

5. "Sinplified traffic information" neans a witten accusation,
| NCLUDI NG AN ACCUSATI ON WRI TTEN I N ELECTRONI C FORM WHERE AUTHORI ZED BY
LAW nore fully defined and described in article one hundred, by a
police officer or other public servant authorized by |law to i ssue sane,
filed with a local crimnal court, which, being in a brief or sinplified
form prescribed by the conm ssioner of notor vehicles, charges a person
with one or nore traffic infractions or msdeneanors relating to traf-
fic, and which my serve both to conmence a crimnal action for such
of fense and as a basis for prosecution thereof.

S 2. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 5 of section 1.20 of the crimna
procedure | aw, as amended by chapter 661 of the laws of 1972, is anended
to read as foll ows:

(b) "Sinplified traffic information" means a witten accusation,
| NCLUDI NG AN ACCUSATI ON WRI TTEN I N ELECTRONI C FORM WHERE AUTHORI ZED BY
LAW by a police officer, or other public servant authorized by law to
i ssue same, nore fully defined and described in article one hundred,
filed with a local crimnal court, which, being in a brief or sinplified
form prescribed by the conm ssioner of notor vehicles, charges a person
with one or nore traffic infractions or msdeneanors relating to traf-
fic, and which may serve both to conmence a crimnal action for such
of fense and as a basis for prosecution thereof.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 3. Subdivision 17 of section 1.20 of the crimnal procedure law is
anmended to read as foll ows:

17. "Commencenent of crimnal action.” A crimnal action is commenced
by the filing, |NCLUDI NG FILING BY ELECTRONI C MEANS WHERE AUTHORI ZED BY
LAW of an accusatory instrument against a defendant in a crimna
court, and, if nore than one accusatory instrument is filed in the
course of the action, it conmences when the first of such instrunents is
filed.

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



