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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 15, 2009

Introduced by M of A JEFFRIES -- read once and referred to the Commit -
tee on Judiciary

AN ACT to amend the surrogate's court procedure act, in relation to
restricting certain access to records kept by the court

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 8 of section 2501 of the surrogate's court
procedure act is anended to read as foll ows:

8. All books and records other than those sealed are open to
i nspection of any person at reasonable times PROVI DED, HONEVER, ACCESS
TO SUCH BOOKS AND RECORDS |'S NOT FOR A BUSI NESS OR COMMVERCI AL PURPCSE. A
BUSI NESS OR COMMERCI AL PURPOSE SHALL NOT | NCLUDE A DEBTOR OF AN ESTATE
SEEKI NG ACCESS TO RECORDS OF SUCH ESTATE OR AN ATTORNEY SEEKI NG ACCESS
TO BOOKS AND RECORDS ON BEHALF OF AN | NTERESTED PARTY, ESTATE OR BENEFI -
Cl ARY.

ANY PERSON SEEKI NG TO | NSPECT ANY BOOKS OR RECORDS, OTHER THAN THOSE
SEALED, SHALL COWPLETE A FORM VWHI CH SHALL BE PROVI DED BY THE COURT. SUCH
FORM SHALL REQUIRE SUCH PERSON SEEKING ACCESS TO ANY SUCH BOOKS AND
RECORDS TO DI SCLOSE SUCH PERSON S NAMVE, ADDRESS, TELEPHONE NUMBER AND
PURPOSE OF SUCH | NSPECTION. SUCH PERSON SHALL BE REQUI RED TO AGREE
UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY, ANY | NFORMATI ON OBTAI NED FROM SUCH BOOKS AND
RECORDS SHALL NOT BE USED FOR BUSI NESS OR COMVERCI AL PURPOSES, EXCEPT AS
PROVIDED IN THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON, AND SUCH PERSON OR AN AGENT OF SUCH PERSON
SHALL NOT CONTACT ANY MEMBER OF A DECEDENT' S FAM LY OR ANY BENEFI Cl ARl ES
OF A DECEDENT, EXCEPT FOR CLAI M5 AND ENTI TLEMENTS DI RECTLY RELATED TO
SUCH DECEDENT' S ESTATE. COWPLETED FORVMS SHALL BE RETAI NED BY THE COURT

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw, provi ded however,
effective imedi ately, the addition, anmendnent and/or repeal of any
rules or regulations and the production of fornms necessary for the
i mpl enentation of this act on its effective date are authorized and
directed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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