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AN ACT to anend the public health
ance of autopsies for those aff
t ons

law, in relation to mandatory perform
[

licted with certain neurol ogical synp-

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 2 of section 4210-c of the public health |aw,
as anended by chapter 898 of the |laws of 1984, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

2. For the purposes of this section: (a) "conpelling public necessity"
shal I nean:

(i) that the dissection or autopsy is essential to the conduct of a
crimnal investigation of a homicide, as defined in section 125.00 of
the penal law, of which the decedent is the victim or

(ii) that discovery of the cause of death is necessary to neet an
i mediate and substantial threat to the public health and that a
di ssection or autopsy is essential to ascertain the cause of death, or

(ii1) that the need for a dissection or autopsy is established in
accordance with subdivision five of this section[.], OR

(1V) THAT THE DECEASED, WHO WAS BETWEEN THE ACGES OF FORTY AND
SI XTY-FI VE, EXH BI TED PRIOR TO ONE YEAR OF THEIR DEATH ALL OF THE
FOLLOW NG SYMPTOVS: RAPI DLY PROGRESSI NG DEMENTI A, LOSS OF MOTOR CONTROL,
| N\VOLUNTARY MJUSCLE MOVEMENTS, ASSOCI ATED NEUROMUSCULAR DI STURBANCES,
| NSOWNI A, DEPRESSI ON, CONFUSI ON, PERSONALITY AND BEHAVI ORAL CHANGES,
LOSS OF MEMORY, LOSS OF COORDI NATION AND SIGHT, LOSS OF ALL MENTAL
CAPACI TY AND LOSS OF ALL PHYSI CAL CAPABI LI TI ES.

(b) "relative" shall mean the person nost closely related to the dece-
dent by consanguinity or affinity. In the event such person is unavail -
abl e, the objection nmay be raised on his behalf by the next nobst closely

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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related person. The official who has authority to order a dissection or
aut opsy of the decedent's body may require a relative to present an
affidavit stating his relationship to the decedent, the religious affil-
iation of the decedent, if any, that the decedent had religious
obj ections to an autopsy, the basis for such belief, and that he wll
assume responsibility for the |lawful disposition of the body of the
deceased.

(c) "friend" shall mean any person who, prior to the decedent's death,
mai nt ai ned such regul ar contact with the decedent as to be famliar with
his activities, health and religious beliefs and who presents an affida-
vit stating the facts and circunmstances upon which the claimthat he is
such friend is based, the religious affiliation of the decedent, if any,
that the decedent had religious objections to an autopsy, the basis for
such belief, and that he wll assune responsibility for the |awf ul
di sposition of the body of the deceased.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have beconme a | aw, provided, however that effective i medi ate-
ly, the addition, amendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation
necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are
authori zed and directed to be made and conpleted on or before such
effective date by the departnment of health of the state of New York.



