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STATE OF NEW YORK

2103
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 15, 2009

Introduced by M of A BENJAMN -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A ALFA-
NO, BARRA, CGREENE, M LLER, ORTIZ, PHEFFER -- read once and referred to
the Conmittee on Housing

AN ACT to anend the public housing law, in relation to creating the
voluntary nedical condition alert registry in public housing of the
city of New York

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public housing law is anended by adding a new article

12-A to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 12-A
PUBLI C HOUSI NG VOLUNTARY MEDI CAL ALERT PROGRAM

SECTI ON 310. SHORT TI TLE.

311. LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS.

312. DEFI NI TI ONS.

313. VOLUNTARY MEDI CAL ALERT REGQ STRY.

314. FEES.

315. LIABILITY.

316. SEVERABI LI TY.

S 310. SHORT TITLE. THI S ARTI CLE SHALL BE KNOMWN AND MAY BE CITED AS
THE " PUBLI C HOUSI NG VOLUNTARY MEDI CAL ALERT PROGRAM'.

S 311. LEG SLATIVE FI NDI NGS. THE LEG SLATURE FI NDS THAT:

(1) THE STATE HAS A DUTY TO PROVI DE PUBLI C HOUSI NG THAT IS DECENT AND
SAFE FOR ALL TENANTS;

(2) THE EXPANSI ON OF LAW ENFORCEMENT POWERS, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LI M TED
TO THE EXECUTI ON OF "NO KNOCK" WARRANTS, HAS BEEN UTILIZED IN PUBLIC
HOUSI NG PROQIECTS, ESPECI ALLY IN CITIES OF ONE M LLI ON OR MORE PERSONS;

(3) LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL NEED TO BE | NFORVED AT THE EARLI EST
PCSSI BLE TI ME OF THE PRESENCE OF A TENANT W TH A DEBI LI TATING OR LIFE
THREATENI NG MEDI CAL CONDI TI ON;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(4) AGGRAVATING SUCH A MEDI CAL CONDI TION MAY BE AN UNI NTENTI ONAL
CONSEQUENCE OF LOCALI ZED OR EMERGENCY MEDI CAL, FIRE, OR LAW ENFORCEMENT
ACTI VI TY LEADI NG TO PGCSSI BLE ClVIL, MJUNI Cl PAL, AND STATE LI ABI LITY;

(5) PROVIDING TENANTS WTH A PUBLI C HOUSI NG VOLUNTARY MEDI CAL ALERT
REG STRY AND CORRESPONDI NG MEDI CAL ALERT DECAL FOR THE TENANT'S APART-
MENT DOOR IS ONE WAY TO PROVI DE LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL AND EMERGENCY
VEDI CAL PERSONNEL W TH | MMEDI ATE NOTI CE, AND IS I N THE PUBLI C | NTEREST.

S 312. DEFINITIONS. "ELI G BLE TENANT" MEANS EACH TENANT OF RECORD AND
EACH FAM LY MEMBER OF SUCH TENANT, AS FAM LY MEMBER | S DEFI NED | N SUBDI -
VISION FOUR OF SECTI ON FOURTEEN OF TH S CHAPTER, AND WHO HAS A DEBI LI -
TATI NG OR LI FE THREATENI NG MEDI CAL CONDI TI ON THAT COULD BE AGGRAVATED BY
THE PRESENCE OF EMERGENCY MEDI CAL, FIRE, OR LAW ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY AT
OR NEAR SUCH TENANT' S APARTMENT.

S 313. VOLUNTARY MEDI CAL ALERT REG STRY. (1) THE COVMM SSI ONER SHALL
ESTABLI SH A VOLUNTARY MEDI CAL ALERT REGQ STRY AT EACH PUBLIC HOUSI NG
MANAGEMENT COFFICE SITE IN CITIES WTH ONE M LLI ON OR MORE PERSONS. SUCH
REG STRY SHALL BE MAI NTAI NED BY A DESI GNATED HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY EMPLOYEE
AT EACH LOCAL PUBLI C HOUSI NG SI TE. SUCH REG STRY SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT
BE LIMTED TO EACH ELI G BLE TENANT' S NAME, ADDRESS, AND A BRI EF LETTER
FROM THE ELI G BLE TENANT' S DOCTOR VERI FYI NG THAT THE TENANT HAS A DEBI L-
| TATING OR LIFE THREATENI NG MEDI CAL CONDI TI ON THAT COULD BE AGGRAVATED
BY THE PRESENCE OF EMERGENCY MEDI CAL, FIRE, OR LAW ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY
AT OR NEAR THE TENANT'S APARTMENT. SUCH REGQ STRY SHALL NOT REQUI RE A
SPECI FI C MEDI CAL DI AGNCSI S N ORDER TO PROTECT THE ELIG BLE TENANT' S
MEDI CAL PRI VACY. SUCH REGQ STRY SHALL BE UPDATED WHENEVER THE TENANT' S
VEDI CAL CONDI TI ON CHANGES OR AT THE TENANT'S ANNUAL PUBLIC HOUSI NG
RECERTI FI CATI ON OR LEASE RENEWAL, VH CHEVER | S SOONER.

(2) THE COW SSIONER, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
AND OTHER PUBLI C HEALTH PROFESSI ONALS, SHALL ESTABLI SH A LI ST OF PGCSSI -
BLE MEDI CAL CONDI TIONS THAT MAY BE LI FE THREATENI NG | F AGGRAVATED BY
EMERGENCY MEDI CAL, FI RE, OR LAW ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY. TH' S LI ST SHALL BE
DI STRI BUTED TO LOCAL HOUSI NG AUTHORI TIES AS AN AID TO EMPLOYEES AND
TENANTS.

(3) THE COW SSIONER, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
AND OTHER PUBLI C HEALTH PROFESSI ONALS, SHALL CREATE OR HAVE CREATED A
DECAL WTH A D STINCTI VE SYMBOL REPRESENTI NG MEDI CAL ALERT. SUCH DECAL
SHALL BE | SSUED BY THE DESI GNATED HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY EMPLOYEE CHARGED
W TH MAI NTAI NIl NG THE VOLUNTARY MEDI CAL ALERT REGQ STRY. THE COVWM SSI ONER
SHALL PROMULGATE GUI DELI NES FOR THE | SSUANCE OF SUCH DECAL AND DI STRI B-
UTE SUCH GUI DELI NES TO THE LOCAL HOUSI NG AUTHORI TI ES AND TO LOCAL EMER-
GENCY MEDI CAL, FI RE FI GHTI NG AND LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI Cl ALS. SUCH ENTI -
TIES SHALL EXERCI SE DUE CARE WHEN RESPONDI NG TO AN EMERGENCY AT OR NEAR
AN APARTMENT BEARI NG SUCH SYMBQOL.

(4) EACH TENANT OF RECORD SHALL BE NOTI FI ED I N WRI TI NG AS SOON AS SUCH
REG STRY | S ESTABLI SHED. EACH ELI G BLE TENANT, WHO VOLUNTEERS TO PARTI C-
| PATE I N THE MEDI CAL ALERT PROGRAM  SHALL PROVIDE H'S OR HER LOCAL
PUBLI C HOUSI NG MANAGEMENT OFFICE WTH A LETTER FROM H' S OR HER DOCTOR
VERI FYI NG THE EXI STENCE OF A DEBI LI TATING OR LIFE THREATENI NG MEDI CAL
CONDI TI ON THAT COULD BE AGGRAVATED BY THE PRESENCE OF EMERGENCY MEDI CAL,
FI RE, OR LAW ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY AT OR NEAR THE TENANT' S APARTMENT. THE
LOCAL HOUSI NG AUTHORITY SHALL | SSUE TO EACH PARTI Cl PATI NG TENANT THE
VEDI CAL ALERT DECAL TO BE AFFI XED TO SUCH TENANT'S APARTMENT DOOR I F
MORE THAN ONE ELIGQABLE TENANT OCCUPI ES THE SAME APARTMENT, ONLY ONE
DECAL SHALL BE | SSUED. EACH ELIG BLE TENANT SHALL PROVIDE UPDATED
DOCUMENTATI ON OF SUCH MEDI CAL CONDI TI ON WHENEVER A CHANGE I N THE CONDI -
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TI ON OCCURS OR AT SUCH TENANT' S ANNUAL RECERTI FI CATI ON OR LEASE RENEWAL,
VWH CHEVER | S SOONER.

(5) THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL PROMULGATE ANY RULES AND REGULATI ONS NECES-
SARY TO FURTHER | MPLEMENT AND ENFORCE THI S ARTI CLE.

S 314. FEES. THE COW SSIONER |S AUTHORI ZED TO CHARGE A NOM NAL,
ADM NI STRATI VE FEE OF TEN DOLLARS PER DECAL |SSUED. LOST, STOLEN OR
DAMAGED DECALS MAY BE REPLACED AT NO COST TO THE TENANT UPON THE FI RST
REQUEST, AND FOR A NOM NAL FEE OF TWDO DOLLARS FOR EACH REQUEST THEREAFT-
ER  SUCH FEES MAY BE PAI D I N I NSTALLMENTS BY SUCH TENANT OR BE WAI VED BY
THE LOCAL HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY, FOR GOOD CAUSE SHOWN.

S 315. LIABILITY. NOTHING IN TH S ARTI CLE SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO AUTO
MATI CALLY | NCREASE OR DECREASE CIVIL, MJUN Cl PAL OR STATE LIABILITY FOR
THE W LLFUL M SCONDUCT, GROSS NEGLI GENCE OR RECKLESS ACTIONS OF ITS
EMPLOYEES. EVIDENCE OF THE PRESENCE OF SUCH DECAL ON AN ELI d BLE
TENANT' S DOOR SHALL BE CONSI DERED ONE FACTOR TO ASSI ST A TRIRER OF FACT
IN DETERM NING WHETHER THE STATE ACTORS | NVOLVED HAD NOTI CE OF SUCH
TENANT' S MEDI CAL CONDI TI ON AND WHETHER SUCH ACTORS EXERCI SED REASONABLE
CARE UNDER THE Cl RCUMSTANCES.

S 316. SEVERABILITY. |IF ANY PROVI SION OF TH S ARTI CLE OR THE APPLI CA-
TI ON THERECF TO ANY PERSON OR Cl RCUMSTANCES | S ADIJUDGED INVALID BY A
COURT OF COWPETENT JURISDICTIQN, SUCH JUDGVENT SHALL NOT AFFECT OR
| MPAIR THE VALIDITY OF THE OTHER PROVISIONS OF THIS ARTICLE OR THE
APPLI CATI ON THEREOF TO OTHER PERSONS AND Cl RCUMSTANCES.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i Mmedi at e-
ly, the addition, anendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ation
necessary for the inplenmentation of this act on its effective date are
authorized and directed to be made and conpleted on or before such
effective date.



