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on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to prohibiting
the witing, sending or reading of text nmessages on a nobile tel ephone
while driving by a person age twenty-four years or younger

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraph (d) of subdivision 1 of section 1225-c of the
vehicle and traffic |aw, as added by chapter 69 of the [aws of 2001, is
anmended and a new paragraph (h) is added to read as foll ows:

(d) "Hand-held nobile tel ephone” shall nmean a nobile telephone wth
which a wuser engages in a call OR WRITES, SENDS OR READS A TEXT- BASED
COMMUNI CATI ON usi ng at | east one hand.

"WRI TE, SEND OR READ A TEXT- BASED COVMUNI CATI ON' SHALL MEAN USI NG
A HAND- HELD MOBI LE TELEPHONE TO COMMUNI CATE W TH ANY PERSON OR DEVI CE BY
USI NG A TEXT- BASED COVMUNI CATI ON COVWONLY REFERRED TO AS A TEXT MESSAGE,
| NSTANT MESSAGE, ELECTRONIC MAIL OR EMAI L.

S 2. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 2 of section 1225-c of the vehicle
and traffic |aw, as added by chapter 69 of the |aws of 2001, is anended
to read as foll ows:

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, no person shal
operate a notor vehicle upon a public highway while using a nobile tel e-
phone to engage in a call; PROVIDED, FURTHER, THAT NO PERSON ACGE TWEN
TY-FOUR OR YOUNGER SHALL WRI TE, SEND OR READ A TEXT- BASED COVMUNI CATI ON
whi |l e such vehicle is in notion

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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