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STATE OF NEW YORK
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I N ASSEMBLY
January 12, 2009

Introduced by M of A NOLAN, BRADLEY, CAHILL, COLTON, GOTTFRI ED
JAFFEE, M LLMAN, PERALTA, O DONNELL -- Multi-Sponsored by -- M of A
COOK, Del MONTE, DESTITO G CK, GREENE, MENENY, PEOPLES, PHEFFER
SVEEENEY, WEI SENBERG, WRI GHT -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring review of
foreign |anguage |earning standards; and providing for the repeal of
certain provisions upon expiration thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 211 of the education |law, as added by section 1 of
part A of chapter 57 of the |laws of 2007, is anended to read as foll ows:
S 211. Review of regents learning standards. 1. The regents shal
periodically review and eval uate the existing regents |earning standards
to determne if they should be strengthened, nodified or conbined so as
to provi de adequate opportunity for students to acquire the skills and
knowl edge they need to succeed in enploynment or postsecondary education
and to function productively as civic participants upon graduation from
hi gh school. Such review and eval uati on shall be conducted upon a sched-
ul e adopted by the regents, provided that a review and eval uati on of the
English | anguage arts standards shall be conpleted as soon as possi bl e,
but no later than the end of the two thousand seven--two thousand eight
school year AND FURTHER THAT A REVI EW AND EVALUATI ON OF STANDARDS FOR
LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLI SH SHALL BE COVPLETED AS SOON AS PCSSI BLE BUT
NO LATER THAN THE END OF THE TWO THOUSAND TWELVE- - TWO THOUSAND THI RTEEN

SCHOOL YEAR

2. In conducting such reviews, the regents shall seek the recomenda-
tions of teachers, school admnistrators, teacher educators and others
wi th educational expertise on inprovenents to the standards so that they
ensure that students are prepared, in appropriate progression, for post-
secondary education or enploynment. THE REGENTS REVI EW AND EVALUATI ON OF

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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LEARNI NG STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLI SH SHALL | NCLUDE DEFI N-
| NG AN APPROACH TO THE STUDY OF LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH WH CH
| NCLUDES LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY AS A BASIS FOR PLACEMENT, ASSESSMENT,
ACADEM C CREDIT AND |INSTRUCTI ON | N PRE- KI NDERGARTEN, KI NDERGARTEN AND
GRADES ONE THROUGH TWELVE.

3. A THE COW SSI ONER SHALL ESTABLI SH A PI LOT PROGRAM TO BE ADM NI S-
TERED BY THE OFFI CE OF BI LI NGUAL EDUCATI ON AND FOREI GN LANGUAGE STUDI ES
OF THE DEPARTMENT AT PUBLI C ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS TO SUPPORT
THE REGENTS REVIEW AND EVALUATI ON OF LEARNI NG STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGES
OTHER THAN ENGLI SH. THE OFFI CE OF BILINGUAL EDUCATION AND FOREIGN
LANGUAGE STUDIES SHALL | MPLEMENT SUCH PROGRAM W THI N THE AMOUNT OF ANY
MONEYS MADE AVAI LABLE THEREFOR BY APPROPRI ATI ON. SUCH PROGRAM SHALL
REVIEW AND EVALUATE THE DEVELOPMENT OF A CURRI CULUM VWHI CH d VES ALL
STUDENTS THE OPPORTUNI TY TO LEARN A LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLI SH THROUGH
PROGRAMS W TH APPROPRI ATE TI ME ALLOCATI ONS, PROFI Cl ENCY- BASED | NSTRUC-
TION AND ASSESSMENTS AND QUALITY |INSTRUCTION | N PRE- Kl NDERGARTEN,
KI NDERGARTEN AND GRADES ONE THROUGH TWELVE. THE PROGRAM EVALUATI ON SHALL
| NCLUDE:

(1) THE COLLECTION OF DATA ABOUT SCHOOL DI STRICT INSTRUCTION IN
LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH |IN PRE-KI NDERGARTEN, Kl NDERGARTEN AND
GRADES ONE THROUGH TWELVE;

(1) THE | DENTIFI CATI ON OF THE BEST PRACTI CES AND MODELS OF | NSTRUC-
TION FOR THE STUDY OF LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH |IN ELEMENTARY AND
SECONDARY SCHOCOLS;

(1'11) RECOMVENDATI ONS ABOUT PROFI Cl ENCY- BASED | NSTRUCTI ONAL METHODQOL -
OG ES AND ASSESSMENT TOOLS FOR THE STUDY OF LANGUAGES OTHER THAN
ENGLI SH;

(1V) A PROFI Cl ENCY- BASED APPROACH TO PLACEMENT, ASSESSMENT AND PROVI D-
I NG CREDI T TO NON- NATI VE ENGLI SH SPEAKERS I N THEI R NATI VE LANGUAGES;

(V) REVIEW OF AND RECOMMENDATI ONS ABOUT MJLTIPLE COURSE DELI VERY
MODELS SUCH AS DISTANCE LEARNING ON-LINE LEARNING AND WEB- BASED
PROGRAMS; AND

(M) OTHER FIELD RESEARCH WH CH SUPPORTS HI GH QUALITY, ONGO NG
SYSTEMATI C | NSTRUCTI ON | N LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLI SH | N ELEMENTARY AND
SECONDARY SCHOCOLS.

B. SCHOOLS PARTI CI PATING IN THE PILOT PROGRAM SHALL REPRESENT THE
GEOGRAPHI CAL DI VERSI TY OF THE STATE | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO, THE
VARI OUS GEOGRAPHI C AREAS, POPULATI ON DENSI TIES AND COVWMUNI TY DI VERSI TY
THROUGHOUT THE STATE. PARTICIPATION I N THE PI LOT PROGRAM ESTABLI SHED
UNDER PARAGRAPH A OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL BE VOLUNTARY.

C. THE OFFI CE OF BI LI NGUAL EDUCATI ON AND FOREI GN LANGUAGE STUDIES IN
THE DEPARTMENT SHALL SUBM T A WRI TTEN REPORT STATI NG THE FI NDI NGS OF THE
PILOT PROGRAM TO THE REGENTS, THE GOVERNOR, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF
THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY AND THE CHAI RS OF THE ASSEM
BLY AND SENATE COWM TTEES ON EDUCATION PRI OR TO El THER THE REGENTS
REVI EW OF LEARNI NG STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH, AS
REQUI RED BY SUBDIVISION ONE OF THI'S SECTION, OR PRIOR TO THE END OF THE
TWO THOUSAND TWELVE- - TWO THOUSAND THI RTEEN SCHOOL YEAR, WHI CHEVER OCCURS
FI RST.

S 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2009. Provided, however, that
the pilot program established under subdivision 3 of section 211 of the
education | aw added by section one of this act shall expire Decenber 31,
2014 when upon such date the provisions of such subdivision shall be
deened repeal ed.



