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AN ACT to amend the public health law, in relation to disclosure of
nursing quality indicators

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the "Nursing
Care Quality Protection Act".

S 2. The public health law is anended by adding a new section 2805-t
to read as foll ows:

S 2805-T. DI SCLOSURE OF NURSI NG QUALITY | NDI CATORS. 1. EVERY FACILITY
W TH AN OPERATI NG CERTI FI CATE PURSUANT TO THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S ARTI -
CLE SHALL MAKE AVAI LABLE TO THE PUBLIC | NFORVATI ON REGARDI NG NURSE
STAFFI NG AND PATI ENT OQUTCOVES AS SPECI FI ED BY THE COVM SSI ONER BY RULE
AND REGULATI ON. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS
ON THE DI SCLOSURE OF NURSING QUALITY |INDICATORS PROVIDI NG FOR THE
DI SCLOSURE OF | NFORMATI ON | NCLUDI NG AT LEAST THE FOLLON NG AS APPROPRI -
ATE TO THE REPORTI NG FACI LI TY:

(A) THE NUMBER OF REG STERED NURSES PROVIDING DI RECT CARE AND THE
RATI O OF PATI ENTS PER REGQ STERED NURSE (FULL-TI ME EQUI VALENT) PROVI DI NG
DI RECT CARE. THI' S | NFORVATI ON SHALL BE EXPRESSED | N ACTUAL NUMBERS, IN
TERMS OF TOTAL HOURS OF NURSI NG CARE PER PATI ENT (| NCLUDI NG ADJUSTMENT
FOR CASE M X AND ACUI TY), AND AS A PERCENTAGE OF PATI ENT CARE STAFF, AND

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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SHALL BE BROKEN DOMN IN TERMS OF THE TOTAL PATIENT CARE STAFF, EACH
UNI T, AND EACH SHI FT.

(B) THE NUMBER OF LI CENSED PRACTI CAL NURSES PROVI DI NG DI RECT CARE.
THI'S | NFORMATI ON SHALL BE EXPRESSED | N ACTUAL NUMBERS, | N TERMS OF TOTAL
HOURS OF NURSI NG CARE PER PATI ENT (I NCLUDI NG ADJUSTMENT FOR CASE M X AND
ACU TY), AND AS A PERCENTAGE OF PATI ENT CARE STAFF, AND SHALL BE BROKEN
DOMN IN TERMS OF THE TOTAL PATIENT CARE STAFF, EACH UNI T, AND EACH
SHI FT.

(© THE NUMBER OF UNLI CENSED PERSONNEL UTILIZED TO PROVIDE DI RECT
PATI ENT CARE (1 NCLUDI NG ADJUSTMENT FOR CASE M X AND ACUI TY). THI S | NFOR-
MATI ON  SHALL BE EXPRESSED BOTH | N ACTUAL NUMBERS AND AS A PERCENTAGE OF
PATI ENT CARE STAFF AND SHALL BE BROKEN DOWN IN TERMS OF THE TOTAL
PATI ENT CARE STAFF, EACH UNI'T, AND EACH SHI FT.

(D) | NCIDENCE OF ADVERSE PATIENT CARE, | NCLUDI NG | NCI DENTS SUCH AS
MEDI CATI ON  ERRORS, PATIENT | NJURY, DECUBI TUS  ULCERS, NOSOCOM AL
| NFECTI ONS, AND NOSOCOM AL URI NARY TRACT | NFECTI ONS.

(E) METHODS USED FOR DETERM NI NG AND ADJUSTI NG STAFFI NG LEVELS AND
PATI ENT CARE NEEDS AND THE FACI LI TY' S COWPLI ANCE W TH THESE METHODS.

(F) DATA REGARDI NG COVWPLAI NTS FI LED W TH ANY STATE OR FEDERAL REGULA-
TORY AGENCY, OR AN ACCREDI TI NG AGENCY, AND DATA REGARDI NG | NVESTI GATI ONS
AND FI NDI NGS AS A RESULT OF THOSE COWPLAI NTS, DEGREE OF COWVPLI ANCE W TH
ACCEPTABLE STANDARDS, AND THE FI NDI NGS OF SCHEDULED | NSPECTI ON VI SI TS.

2. SUCH | NFORMATI ON SHALL BE PROVI DED TO THE COWM SSI ONER OF ANY STATE
AGENCY RESPONSI BLE FOR LI CENSI NG OR ACCREDI TI NG THE FACI LI TY, OR RESPO\-
S| BLE FOR OVERSEEI NG THE DELI VERY OF SERVI CES EI THER DI RECTLY OR | NDI -
RECTLY AND TO ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C WHO REQUESTS SUCH | NFORVATI ON
DI RECTLY FROM THE FACI LI TY. WRI TTEN STATEMENTS CONTAI NI NG SUCH | NFORVA-
TI ON SHALL STATE THE SOURCE AND DATE THERECF.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have beconme a | aw, provided, however that effective i Mmedi ate-
ly, the addition, amendnent and repeal of any rule or regulation neces-
sary for the inplenentation of this act onits effective date are
authorized and directed to be made and conpleted on or before such
effective date.



