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I N ASSEMBLY
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January 7, 2009

Introduced by M of A WRIGHT -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on El ection Law

AN ACT to anend the election law in relation to canvass of wite-in
vot es

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 2 of section 9-102 of the
el ection | aw, as anended by chapter 647 of the |aws of 1982, is anended
to read as foll ows:

(a) The inspectors shall canvass the machine vote by opening the
counting conpartnents in the presence of the watchers and all other
persons who may be lawfully within the polling place, giving full view
of all the counter nunbers. The chairman of the board of inspectors
shall, under the scrutiny of an inspector of a different politica
party, in the order of the offices as their titles are arranged on the
machi ne, read and announce in distinct tones the designating nunber and
| etter on each counter, AND the result as shown by the counter nunber[,
and then shall read the votes recorded for each office on the wite-in
ballots]. I F THE VOTI NG MACHI NE RECORDS WRI TE-I N VOTES ON A REG STER OR
ROLL IN A SEPARATELY SEALED COVPARTMENT, A BOARD OF ELECTI ONS MAY, BY
RESCLUTI ON ADOPTED AT LEAST THI RTY DAYS BEFORE THE DATE OF AN ELECTI ON
DETERM NE TO CANVASS THE WRITE-IN VOTES CAST FOR EACH OFFI CE ON THE
VWRI TE- I N REG STER OR ROLL ElI THER AT THE TI ME OF THE RECANVASS CONDUCTED
PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 9-208 OF THI S ARTI CLE OR DI RECT THAT THE CHAI RVAN OF
THE BOARD OF | NSPECTORS SHALL, UNDER THE SCRUTI NY OF AN | NSPECTOR OF A
DI FFERENT POLI Tl CAL PARTY, READ THE VOTES RECORDED FOR EACH OFFICE ON
THE WRI TE- I N BALLOTS AT THE CLOSE OF THE POLLS. He OR SHE shall also in
the same nmanner announce the vote on each ball ot proposal. The vote as
regi stered shall be entered on the returns of <canvass in ink, by an
i nspector, other than the chairnman, under the scrutiny of an inspector
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of a different political party, in the space which has the sane desig-
nating nunber and letter, after which the figures shall be verified by
being called off in the same manner fromthe counters of the machine by
an inspector of opposite political faith fromthe chairman. The return
of canvass, which shall show the total nunber of votes <cast for each
office, the nunber of votes cast for each candi date, as shown on his
counter and the nunber of votes for persons not nom nated shall then be
filled out. Such return shall be signed by each inspector. The counter
conpartnent of the voting machine shall remain open until the officia
returns and all other reports have been fully conpleted and verified by
the board of inspectors.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the sane date as the reversion of
paragraph (a) of subdivision 2 of section 9-102 of the election | aw,
pursuant to section 3 of chapter 92 of the laws of 2001, as anended,
t akes effect.



