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Introduced by M of A WRIGHT, GALEF, HOYT, JOHN, TOMNS, ESPAILLAT --
Mul ti-Sponsored by -- M of A FARRELL, SCARBOROUGH -- read once and
referred to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to devel oping a school -
wi de uni form policy

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 35 of section 305 of the education |aw, as
added by chapter 667 of the |laws of 2006, is renunbered subdivision 35-a
and a new subdi vision 35-b is added to read as follows:

35-B. THE COW SSI ONER | S AUTHORI ZED AND DI RECTED TO DEVELOP A SCHOOL-
W DE UNI FORM POLI CY AND SHALL ADOPT RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE
PURPCSE OF | MPLEMENTATI ON OF A SCHOOL DRESS POLI CY ON A VOLUNTARY BASI S
OR AT THE OPTI ON OF LOCAL SCHOOL DI STRICTS. SUCH RULES AND REGULATI ONS
SHALL BE DESIGNED TO PROMOTE A SCHOOL ENVI RONVENT TO FACI LI TATE AND
MAI NTAI N EFFECTI VE LEARNI NG AND TO PROMOTE A CLASSROOM FOCUS ON LEARNI NG
AND SHALL AUTHORI ZE THE GOVERNI NG BOARD OF ANY SCHOOL DI STRICT TO | MPLE-
MENT A DRESS CODE POLICY | N ANY SCHOOL WTHI N THE DI STRI CT ON SI X MONTHS
NOTI CE TO PARENTS AND ESTABLI SHVENT OF RESOURCES SUFFICIENT TO ASSI ST
ECONOM CALLY DI SADVANTAGED STUDENTS WTHI N THE DI STRICT TO COWLY W TH
SUCH POLI CY. NOTH NG I N THE RULES AND REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED PURSUANT
TO THI'S SUBDI VISION SHALL PRECLUDE STUDENTS FROM PARTI Cl PATI NG | N ANY
RECOGNI ZED ACTI VI TY FROM WEARI NG CLOTHI NG APPROPRI ATE TO SUCH ACTIVITY
ON SPECI FI ED OCCASI ONS. THE GOVERNI NG BOARD OF ANY SCHOOL DI STRI CT SHALL
PROVIDE A METHOD WHEREBY PARENTS MAY CHOOSE NOT TO HAVE THEI R CHI LDREN
COVPLY W TH AN ADOPTED SCHOOL UNI FORM PCLI CY. ANY PQOLI CY ADOPTED PURSU-
ANT TO TH' S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL | NCLUDE A PROVI SI ON THAT NO STUDENT SHALL
BE PENALI ZED ACADEM CALLY OR OTHERW SE DI SCRI M NATED AGAI NST NOR DENI ED
ATTENDANCE TO SCHOOL |F THE STUDENT'S PARENTS CHOOSE NOT TO HAVE THE
STUDENT COVPLY W TH THE SCHOOL UNI FORM POLI CY. THE GOVERNING BOARD OF

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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ANY SCHOOL DISTRICT MAY ADOPT OR RESCIND A DRESS CODE POLI CY THAT
REQUI RES STUDENTS TO WEAR A SCHOOLW DE UNI FORM  THE GOVERNI NG BOARD OF
ANY SCHOOL DISTRICT MAY ADOPT OR RESCIND A DRESS CODE POLICY THAT
PROHI BI TS STUDENTS FROM WEARI NG " GANG RELATED APPAREL" | F THE GOVERNI NG
BOARD OF THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT APPROVES A PLAN THAT MAY BE | NI TI ATED BY AN
| NDI VI DUAL SCHOOL' S PRI NCl PAL, STAFF AND PARENTS AND DETERM NES THAT THE
POLI CY | S NECESSARY FOR THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF THE SCHOCOL ENVI RONMENT.
S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



