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Introduced by M of A WRIGHT -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Transportation

AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to postpone-
ments of hearings

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 225 of the vehicle and traffic |law is anended by
addi ng a new subdivision 4 to read as fol |l ows:

4. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS PROVI DI NG
FOR THE POSTPONEMENT OF HEARINGS. SUCH RULES AND REGULATI ONS SHALL
PROVI DE THAT SUBSEQUENT TO THE ENTRY OF A PLEA OF NOT GUILTY A MOTORI ST
MAY REQUEST ONE POSTPONEMENT OF A HEARI NG BY TELEPHONE OR BY MAILING HI' S
OR HER REQUEST AT LEAST FOUR DAYS BEFORE THE HEARI NG DATE, TO THE HEAR-
| NG OFFI CE WHERE THE HEARI NG WLL BE HELD. SUCH MOTORI ST SHALL BE NOTI -
FI ED BY MAI L OF THE RESCHEDULED DATE OF THE HEARI NG A MOTORI ST MAY ALSO
REQUEST A POSTPONEMENT BY APPEARI NG I N PERSON OR THROUGH A REPRESEN
TATI VE APPEARING | N PERSON (A) AT ANY HEARI NG OFFI CE, AT LEAST ONE DAY
BEFORE THE HEARI NG W LL BE HELD OR (B) AT THE HEARI NG OFFI CE WHERE THE
HEARING WLL BE HELD, FOR GOOD CAUSE SHOMN, ON THE DAY OF THE HEARI NG
FOR A SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT POSTPONEMENT THE MOTORIST OR HIS OR HER
REPRESENTATI VE SHALL SHOW GOOD CAUSE. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S SUBDI VI -
SI ON, "GOOD CAUSE' SHALL I NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO ANY OF THE
FOLLOW NG DEATH, SERI QUS BODI LY | NJURY OR | LLNESS OF A MEMBER OF THE
MOTORI ST' S | MVEDI ATE FAM LY; |LLNESS OR SERIQUS BODILY |INJURY OF THE
MOTORI ST; A CONFLI CTI NG COURT APPEARANCE OF THE MOTORI ST' S ATTORNEY; THE
MOTORI ST'S RELI A OQUS OBSERVANCE; OR ACADEM C EXAM NATI ON. POSTPONEMENTS
OF HEARI NGS SHALL BE GRANTED | F AN ATTORNEY CONFLICT IS CREATED BY AN
ADM NI STRATI VE ADJOURNMENT OR POLI CE OFFI CER UNAVAI LABI LI TY. FOR A TH RD
OR SUBSEQUENT POSTPONEMENT OF A HEARI NG BY A MOTORI ST, THE HEARI NG OFFI -
CER MAY ORDER THE POSTI NG OF SECURI TY.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have become a Ilaw provided that any rules and regul ati ons
necessary to inplenent the provisions of this act on its effective date

are authorized and directed to be conpleted on or before such effective
dat e.



