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I ntroduced by M of A WRI GHT, PHEFFER -- Ml ti-Sponsored by -- M of A
O DONNELL -- read once and referred to the Comm ttee on Educati on

AN ACT to anend the New York city charter, in relation to notification
when the city board of education is considering the opening, closing
and/ or consolidation of a school

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The legislature finds that the issue which generally elic-
its the greatest passions of the community and its elected state and
| ocal public officials is that of school closings and/or consolidation.
It has cone to the attention of the legislature that the New York city
department of education has recently failed to notify elected state and
| ocal public officials when school closings and/or consolidations were
pl anned within the respective comunities of such elected public offi-
cials. The legislature further finds that it has a duty to be responsive
to the inportant issues raised by its constituencies and other locally
el ected public officials.

S 2. The New York city charter is anended by adding a new section 530
to read as foll ows:

S 530. NOTI FI CATION. THE NEW YORK CI TY BOARD OF EDUCATI ON SHALL NOTI FY
THE ELECTED STATE AND LOCAL PUBLI C OFFI Cl ALS WHO REPRESENT AN AFFECTED
COVWUNI TY, THE APPROPRI ATE CI TY COVMWUNI TY BOARD HAVI NG JURI SDI CTI ON AND
THE PARENTS OR GUARDI ANS OF CHI LDREN ATTENDI NG AN AFFECTED SCHOOL WHEN
SUCH BOARD OF EDUCATION 1S CONSIDERI NG THE OPENI NG CLOSI NG AND/ OR
CONSOLI DATI ON OF A SCHOOL. A COPY OF SUCH NOTIFI CATION SHALL ALSO BE
DI SPLAYED IN A PROM NENT LOCATION W THI N ANY SCHOOL OR SCHOOLS I N THE
CI TY SCHOOL DI STRI CT THAT MAY BE AFFECTED BY SUCH AN OPENI NG  CLOSI NG
AND/ OR CONSOLI DATI ON. THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON SHALL ALSO SEEK | NPUT FROM
THE ELECTED LOCAL AND PUBLIC OFFICIALS REPRESENTING THE COVMUNI TY
AFFECTED BY THE OPENI NG CLOSI NG AND/ OR CONSOLI DATI ON. THE BOARD OF

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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EDUCATI ON SHALL DEVELOP A PROGRAM TO ENSURE SUCH NOTI FI CATI ON OCCURS AT
LEAST TWELVE MONTHS PRIOR TO ANY PRQIECTED SCHOOL OPENI NG  CLOSI NG
AND/ OR CONSOLI DATI ON AS WELL AS A MECHANI SM FOR MEANI NGFUL | NPUT BY THE
ELECTED STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC OFFICIALS REPRESENTI NG SUCH AFFECTED
COVMUNI TI ES.

IN THE EVENT THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON HAS PRQIECTED THE CLOSI NG AND/ OR
CONSOLI DATI ON OF A SCHOOL DUE TO THE UNDERUTI LI ZATI ON OF FACI LITIES, THE
BOARD OF EDUCATI ON SHALL ENSURE THAT SUCH CLOSI NG AND/ OR CONSCLI DATI ON
RESULTS | N STUDENTS BEI NG SENT FROM THE LOW ACH EVING SCHOOL TO THE
H GHER ACHI EVI NG SCHOOL.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i Mmedi at e-
ly, the addition, anendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ation
necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date is
authorized and directed to be made and conpleted on or before such
effective date.



