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STATE OF NEW YORK

11662
| N ASSEMBL Y
July 6, 2010

I ntroduced by COWMM TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A Wi senberg)
-- read once and referred to the Conmttee on Veterans' Affairs

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to establishing a "veter-
ans' bill of rights" directing the division of veterans' affairs to
provide for the establishnment and certification of veterans' services
outreach prograns

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The executive lawis anmended by adding two new sections
353-a and 361-c to read as foll ows:

S 353-A. VETERANS' BILL OF RRGHTS. 1. THE DI VISION SHALL ESTABLI SH,
PRI NT, PUBLISH AND DI STRIBUTE A VETERANS' BILL OF RIGHTS. SUCH BI LL OF
RI GHTS SHALL | NCLUDE THE FOLLOW NG OR SUBSTANTI ALLY SI M LAR TEXT:

"VETERANS' BILL OF RI GHTS

YOU AS A VETERAN HAVE A RI GHT:

(A) TO APPLY FOR VETERANS' BENEFI TS;

(B) TO RECEI VE ASSI STANCE FROM YOUR LOCAL VETERANS SERVI CE AGENCY AND
THE NEW YORK STATE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS;

(C©) TO RECEI VE AN EXPLANATI ON OF THE SERVI CES AND BENEFI TS AVAI LABLE
UNDER FEDERAL AND NEW YORK STATE LAWS, RULES AND REGULATI ONS;

(D) TO RECEIVE WRI TTEN NOTI CE AND AN EXPLANATI ON OF THE APPROVAL OR
DENI AL OF YOUR APPLI CATI ON FOR BENEFI TS AVAI LABLE UNDER NEW YORK STATE
LAW

(E) TO BE TREATED W TH DI GNI TY AND RESPECT;

(F) TO APPEAL ANY ADVERSE DETERM NATI ON OR DENI AL OF YOUR APPLI CATI ON
FOR SERVI CES OR BENEFI TS AVAI LABLE UNDER NEW YORK STATE LAW

(G TO EXPECT CONFI DENTI ALI TY;

TO RECElI VE FAI R AND EQUAL TREATMENT W THOUT REGARD TO SEX, RACE,
RELI G ON, DI SABILITY, ETHNICITY OR NATIONAL ORIA N, AND

(1) TO BE | NFORVED OF ASSI STANCE PROVI DED TO VETERANS | N THE STATE OF
NEW YORK RELATI NG TO

(1) COLLEGE ASSI STANCE,

(2) MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELI NG,

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD17780-01-0



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

A. 11662 2

(3) HEALTH BENEFI TS I NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO, WOMVEN VETERANS
HEALTH,

(4) SEXUAL TRAUMA,

FAM LY ASSI STANCE PROGRAMS,

HOUSI NG,

DOVESTI C VI OLENCE,

SUI Cl DE PREVENTI ON, AND

SUPPORT GROUPS. "

THE DI VISION SHALL MAKE THE VETERANS' BILL OF RI GHTS AVAI LABLE ON
THE | NTERNET WEBSI TE MAI NTAI NED BY THE DI VI S| ON, AT ALL OFFICES OF THE
DIVISION, AT ALL LOCAL VETERANS' SERVICES AGENCIES, AT EVERY VETERANS
SERVI CES OQUTREACH PROGRAM AND AT EVERY STATE AND LOCAL AGENCY WH CH
PROVI DES SERVI CES, BENEFI TS OR ASSI STANCE TO VETERANS.

S 361-C. VETERANS' SERVICES OUTREACH PROGRAMS. 1. THE DI VI SI ON SHALL
PROVI DE FOR THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF VETERANS'  SERVI CES COUTREACH PROGRAMS
THROUGHOUT THE STATE. SUCH PROGRAMS SHALL PROVI DE VETERANS W TH | NFORMA-
TI ON ON, ASSI STANCE W TH AND REFERRAL TO PROGRAMS WHI CH PROVI DE SERVI CES
AND BENEFITS THAT VETERANS ARE ELIGABLE TO RECEIVE. EACH VETERANS
SERVI CES OUTREACH PROGRAM SHALL COOPERATE AND COORDI NATE W TH, ON BEHALF
OF VETERANS, THE DI VI SI O\, THE FEDERAL VETERANS'  ADM NI STRATI ON, LOCAL
VETERANS' SERVI CES AGENCI ES, THE SURROUNDI NG MUNI Cl PALI TI ES AND COMMUNI -
TIES, AND STATE AND LOCAL AGENCI ES WHI CH PROVI DE SERVI CES, BENEFI TS OR
ASS| STANCE TO VETERANS.

2. THE DI VI SI ON SHALL CONTRACT W TH AND CERTI FY QUALI FI ED NOT- FOR- PRO-
FIT ORGANI ZATIONS FOR THE OPERATION OF VETERANS' SERVICES OUTREACH
PROGRAMS.  ANY NOT- FOR- PROFI T ORGANI ZATI ON W TH QUALI FI ED PERSONNEL, AND
SU TABLE FACILITIES, PROGRAMS AND EXPERTISE NMAY APPLY TO THE STATE
DI RECTOR FOR CERTI FI CATION AS A VETERANS'  SERVICES COUTREACH PROGRAM
SUCH APPLI CATI ON SHALL BE SUBM TTED ON A FORM ESTABLI SHED BY THE DI VI -
SI ON AND SHALL CONTAI N SUCH | NFORVATI ON AND PROOF AS SHALL BE DETERM NED
TO BE NECESSARY BY THE STATE DI RECTOR. UPON CERTI FI CATION OF A NOT- FOR-
PROFI T ORGANI ZATI ON AS A VETERANS' SERVI CES OQUTREACH PROGRAM THE DI VI -
SION SHALL ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WTH SUCH ORGANI ZATION FOR THE
PROVI SI ON OF VETERANS' QOUTREACH SERVI CES.

3. VETERANS' SERVI CES OUTREACH PROGRAMS SHALL PROVI DE SERVI CES, COUN-
SELI NG | NFORMATI ON AND REFERRAL SERVI CES TO VETERANS TO THE GREATEST
EXTENT OF EACH VETERAN' S NEED OR ELIGABILITY, |INCLUDI NG REFERRAL TO
AGENCI ES PROVI DI NG PUBLI C ASSI STANCE BENEFI TS AND SERVI CES.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw, provided that effec-
tive inmediately, any action necessary to inplenment the provisions of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be conpleted on or
bef ore such effective date.
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