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STATE OF NEW YORK

11553
I N ASSEMBLY
June 24, 2010

Introduced by COW TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A Gntt) --
read once and referred to the Committee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the transportation law, in relation to the state high
speed rail planning board, and providing for the repeal of such
provi si ons upon expiration thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The transportation law is anended by adding a new article
23 to read as follows:
ARTI CLE 23
STATE H GH SPEED RAI L PLANNI NG BOARD
SECTI ON 490. STATE H GH SPEED RAI L PLANNI NG BOARD
491. POWNERS AND DUTI ES OF THE BOARD
492. ASSI STANCE OF OTHER AGENCI ES.

S 490. STATE HIGH SPEED RAIL PLANNING BOARD. 1. THERE |S HEREBY
CREATED I N THE DEPARTMENT A BOARD, TO BE KNOMWN AS THE STATE H GH SPEED
RAI L PLANNI NG BOARD. SUCH BOARD SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR PLANNI NG AND
ADVI SING THE DEPARTMENT ON FUTURE | MPROVEMENTS TO THE STATE' S RAIL
SYSTEMS THAT ARE NECESSARY TO | MPLEMENT HI GH SPEED RAIL SERVICE IN THE
STATE, | NCLUDI NG MAKI NG RECOMVENDATI ONS FOR THE BEST GOVERNMENTAL STRUC-
TURE TO DESIGN, BU LD, OPERATE, MAI NTAIN AND FI NANCE A HI GH SPEED RAI L
SYSTEM THE BOARD SHALL ALSO BE RESPONSI BLE FOR REVI EW NG THE NEW YORK
STATE RAIL PLAN PUT FORTH BY THE DEPARTMENT I N TWO THOUSAND NI NE AND THE
FEDERAL RAILROAD ADM NI STRATION' S HI GH SPEED RAIL | NTERCI TY PASSENGER
RAI L PROGRAM OF TWD THOUSAND NI NE, AND SHALL USE SUCH RECOWVMENDATI ONS AS
GUI DELI NES FOR FUTURE | MPROVEMENTS, ENHANCEMENTS AND ADDI TIONS TO RAIL
SERVI CE | N THE STATE.

2.  SUCH BOARD SHALL CONSI ST OF THE COW SSI ONER, THE PRESI DENT OF THE
METRO- NORTH RAI LROAD AND NI NE OTHER MEMBERS. THE GOVERNOR SHALL APPO NT
TWO MEMBERS OF THE BOARD UPON RECOWMMENDATI ON OF THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT
OF THE SENATE AND TWO UPON RECOMVENDATI ON OF THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEM
BLY. THE GOVERNOR SHALL APPO NT ONE MEMBER UPON RECOMVENDATI ON OF THE
M NORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE AND ONE UPON RECOMIVENDATI ON OF THE M NORI -
TY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY. THE REMAINING THREE MEMBERS SHALL BE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR W THOUT RECOMVENDATI ON. ANY MEMBER APPQO NTED
TO A TERM ON THE BOARD SHALL HAVE EXPERI ENCE | N ONE OR MORE OF THE
FOLLOW NG AREAS OF EXPERTI SE: TRANSPORTATI ON AND RAI LROAD | NFRASTRUCTURE
PRQIECTS, PUBLIC ADM NI STRATI ON, FI NANCI NG OF | NFRASTRUCTURE, ENG NEER-
I NG LAW LAND USE, URBAN AND REG ONAL PLANNI NG~ MANAGEMENT OF LARGE
CAPI TAL PROJECTS, LABOR RELATI ONS, OR HAVE EXPERI ENCE | N SOVE OTHER AREA
OF ACTIVITY CENTRAL TO THE M SSION OF THE BOARD. THE GOVERNOR SHALL
SELECT A CHAI R FROM AMONG THE MEMBERS.

3. BOARD MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED WTH N TH RTY DAYS AFTER THE
EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S ARTI CLE; PROVI DED, HOWNEVER, THAT AFTER THE EXPI -
RATION OF THE THI RTY DAY PERIOD, A MAJORITY OF THE APPO NTED MEMBERS
SHALL CONSTI TUTE A QUORUM

4. EXCEPT FOR THE COWMM SSI ONER AND THE PRESI DENT OF THE METRO- NORTH
RAI LROAD, THE TERM OF OFFI CE OF EACH SUCH MEMBER SHALL BE THREE YEARS.
ANY MEMBER APPO NTED TO FI LL A VACANCY OCCURRI NG OTHERW SE THAN BY EXPI -
RATION OF A TERM SHALL BE APPAO NTED FOR THE RENMAI NDER OF THE UNEXPI RED
TERM I N THE SAME MANNER AS THE ORI G NAL APPO NTMENT.

5. THE BOARD SHALL MEET PUBLI CLY AT LEAST QUARTERLY AT THE TIMES AND
PLACES | N THE STATE THAT THE CHAI R DESI GNATES UNTI L THE FI NAL REPORT I S
SUBM TTED.

6. MEMBERS OF THE BOARD, EXCEPT THE COWM SSI ONER, SHALL BE ALLOWED THE
NECESSARY AND ACTUAL EXPENSES WH CH HE OR SHE SHALL INCUR IN THE
PERFORMANCE OF H'S OR HER DUTI ES UNDER THI S ARTI CLE.

7. THE GOVERNCOR SHALL DESIGNATE AN EXECUTIVE DI RECTOR TO RENDER
ASSI STANCE AND SERVI CE TO THE BQOARD.

S 491. PONERS AND DUTIES O THE BOARD. THE BOARD SHALL HAVE THE
FOLLOW NG PONERS AND DUTI ES:

1. TO PROVIDE THE DEPARTMENT WTH | NPUT ON ENVI RONMENTAL | MPACT
STUDI ES NECESSARY FOR PLANNI NG FOR A HHGH SPEED RAIL SYSTEM AND THE
DEVELOPMENT OF A RAI L TRANSPORTATI ON | NVESTMENT PROGRAM

2. TO SOLICIT AND RECEI VE PUBLI C AND STAKEHOLDER | NPUT ON OPI NI ONS AND
PROPOSALS FOR BUI LDI NG, DESI GNI NG, NMAI NTAI NI NG, OPERATI NG AND FI NANCI NG
A H GH SPEED RAIL SYSTEM FOR THE STATE, VWH CH SHALL | NCLUDE A PROCESS
FOR SOLI Cl TI NG AND RECEI VI NG TESTI MONY FROM | NTERESTED PARTI ES, A PROC-
ESS FOR RECEI VI NG PUBLI C COMMVENTS, WHI CH SHALL | NCLUDE AT LEAST SIX
PUBLI C HEARI NGS HELD I N REA ONALLY DI VERSE AREAS OF THE STATE AS DESI G
NATED BY THE CHAI R, AND A PROCESS FOR PROVI DI NG PERI GDI C PUBLI C REPORTS
AND UPDATES;

3. TO EVALUATE ALL AVAI LABLE H GH SPEED RAI L TECHNCOLOG ES, SYSTEMS AND
OPERATORS, AND MAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS ON AN APPROPRI ATE H GH SPEED RAI L
SYSTEM

4. TO RESEARCH OPTIONS, I N COORDI NATION WTH THE DEPARTMENT, W TH
RESPECT TO AGREEMENTS W TH PRI VATE ENTI TI ES NECESSARY TO PERM T H GH
SPEED TRAI'NS, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LI M TED TO AGREEMENTS RELATI NG TO TRACK
| MPROVEMENTS AND AGREEMENTS TO OPERATE A H GH SPEED RAI L SYSTEM AND TO
PROVI DE THE DEPARTMENT W TH RECOMVENDATI ONS ON THE FORM ANY SUCH AGREE-
MENTS SHOULD TAKE;

5. TO ADVISE AND WORK W TH THE DEPARTMENT ON MAKI NG APPLI CATI ON FOR
ANY ADDI TI ONAL FUNDI NG THAT MAY BE AVAI LABLE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND
OPERATION OF A H GH SPEED RAIL SYSTEM IN THE STATE, PROVI DED, HOWNEVER,
THAT NO SUCH FUNDI NG THAT REQUI RES A STATE MATCH OF FUNDS MAY BE SOUGHT
EXCEPT ON APPROVAL OF THE GOVERNCR AND THE DI RECTOR OF THE DI VI SI ON OF
THE BUDGET;

6. TO MAKE A REPORT, WTH N TWO YEARS OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF TH'S
ARTI CLE, TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEQ SLATURE THAT WLL | NCLUDE BUT NOT
BE LIMTED TO A FULLY DEVELOPED AND CONSENSUS PLAN FOR THE FI NANCI NG OF
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H GH SPEED RAIL AND THE ORGANI ZATI ONAL ENTI TY WHI CH SHOULD OVERSEE AND
OPERATE NEW YORK STATE' S HI GH SPEED RAI L PROGRAM

S 492. ASSI STANCE OF OTHER AGENCI ES. TO EFFECTUATE THE PURPOSES OF
TH S ARTI CLE, THE BOARD MAY REQUEST AND SHALL RECEI VE FROM ANY DEPART-
MENT, DIVISION, BOARD, BUREAU, COW SSI ON OR OTHER AGENCY OF THE STATE
OR ANY STATE PUBLI C AUTHORI TY SUCH ASSI STANCE, | NFORVATI ON AND DATA AS
W LL ENABLE THE BOARD PROPERLY TO CARRY QOUT | TS PONERS AND DUTI ES HERE-
UNDER.

S 2. This act shall take effect immediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed three years after such effective date.



