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STATE OF NEW YORK

11529
I N ASSEMBLY
June 22, 2010

I ntroduced by COW TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A Spano, Pret-
low, Castelli, Galef) -- read once and referred to the Conmttee on
Local Governnents

AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal law, in relation to authorizing
the local legislative body of a nmunicipality located in the county of
West chester to require any utility conpany invol ved a vegetation
managenent plan to give prior notice to the local |eg ative body and
the residents of the affected community and to hold public neeting
prior to inplenentation of such plan
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 96-b of the general nunicipal |aw is anmended by
addi ng a new subdivision 3 to read as fol |l ows:

3. THE LOCAL LEQ SLATIVE BODY OF ANY COUNTY, CITY, TOM OR VILLAGE
LOCATED IN THE COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER |S HEREBY EMPONERED TO ENACT A
LOCAL LAW RULE OR REGULATI ON CONTAI NI NG THE FOLLOW NG PROVI SI ONS

A. ANY UTI LI TY COVPANY | NVOLVED I N A VEGETATI ON MANAGEMENT PLAN THAT
SPECI FI CALLY | NCLUDES THE CUTTING TRI MM NG AND/ OR REMOVAL OF TREES I N
ANY COUNTY, CITY, TOMWN OR VILLAGE SHALL G VE SI XTY DAYS NOTICE PRROR TO
THE | MPLEMENTATION OF SUCH ACTIVITY TO THE RESI DENTS OF THE COVMUNI TY
AFFECTED THEREBY. NO SUCH ACTI VI TY SHALL BE COMMENCED UNTIL AFTER SUCH
UTILITY COWANY HAS HELD A PUBLI C MEETI NG I N RELATI ON THERETO AT LEAST
THI RTY DAYS PRI OR, AT WHI CH THE LOCAL LEQ SLATI VE BODY AND THE RESI DENTS
OF SUCH AFFECTED COVMUNI TY SHALL BE PROVIDED WTH THE DETAILS OF SUCH
TRIMM NG CUTTING REMOVAL AND/ OR VEGETATI ON MANAGEMENT PLAN AND W TH AN
OPPORTUNI TY TO BE HEARD ON SUCH MATTERS

B. IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY S| TUATI ON DEEMED TO BE A THREAT TO
PUBLI C SAFETY AND WELFARE, SUCH UTI LI TY COVPANY SHALL NOT BE REQUI RED TO
G VE NOTICE OR TO HOLD A PUBLI C MEETI NG PRIOR TO THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF
SUCH A VEGETATI ON MANAGEMENT PLAN; AND

C. ANY UTILITY COWANY THAT VI OLATES THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON
SHALL BE LI ABLE TO A CIVIL PENALTY WHI CH SHALL RESULT IN A FINE OF UP TO
FI VE THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR A FI RST TI ME VI OLATI ON AND UP TO TEN THOUSAND
DOLLARS FOR TWDO OR MORE VI OLATI ONS | NCURRED W THI N A FI VE YEAR PERI CD

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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SUCH MONEYS COLLECTED PURSUANT TO THI S PARAGRAPH SHALL BE DEPCSI TED | NTO
AN ACCOUNT MAI NTAI NED BY THE LOCAL LEG SLATIVE BODY OF THE AFFECTED
LOCALI TY. SUCH LOCAL LEQ SLATI VE BODY SHALL ESTABLI SH SUCH ACCOUNT, TO
BE KNOMW AS THE TREE CONSERVATION FUND, FOR THE RECElI PT OF ALL SUCH
MONEYS, AND SAI D MONEYS SHALL BE UTI LI ZED BY SUCH LOCAL LEG SLATI VE BODY
EXCLUSI VELY TO DEVELOP, | MPLEMENT AND/ OR NMAINTAIN TREE CONSERVATI ON
PRQJIECTS W THI N THE AFFECTED LOCALI TY.

D. THE PROVISIONS OF THI S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL NOT APPLY TO ANY UTILITY
COVPANY THAT OPERATES AN | NTERSTATE NATURAL GAS Pl PELI NE THAT | S SUBJECT
TO THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COWM SSI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



