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STATE OF NEW YORK

11240
I N ASSEMBLY

May 25, 2010
Introduced by M of A  SKARTADCS, GOITFRIED -- (at request of the
Departnent of Health) -- read once and referred to the Conmittee on

Heal t h

AN ACT to amend the public health law, in relation to newborn hearing
screening results

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 2500-g of the public health |aw, as added by chap-
ter 585 of the laws of 1999, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 2500-g. Newborn I NFANT hearing screening. 1. The conmm ssi oner shall
within the amounts appropriated therefor, and in consultation wth
health care providers or their representatives, establish a programto
screen newborn infants for hearing problens. This program shall incorpo-
rate consensus nedi cal guidelines and protocols, reflecting the nost
cost-effective methods for detecting hearing problens as early as possi-
ble in an infant's life. The program shall provide for follow up screen-
ing including referrals for screening or care. Such programshall also
provi de for the rei mbursenent of health care providers performng such
servi ces under the program

2. It shall be the duty of the adnministrative officer[,] or other
desi gnat ed person[,] at each [institution] FAC LITY LI CENSED PURSUANT TO
ARTI CLE TVENTY-EI GHT OF THIS CHAPTER caring for newborn infants, to
ei ther adm ni ster [such a program or] A HEARI NG SCREENI NG UPON EACH SUCH
NEVBORN | NFANT OR, |F THE FACILITY IS NOT REASONABLY ABLE TO SCREEN A
NEWBORN | NFANT PRI OR TO DI SCHARGE, provide a referral for the [patient]
NEWBORN | NFANT to obtain the service follow ng discharge. FACLITIES
SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION THAT ADM NI STER A NEWBORN
| NFANT HEARI NG SCREENI NG SHALL REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT I N A MANNER AND
FORVAT REQUI RED BY THE COWM SSI ONER

(A) THE RESULTS OF EACH NEWBORN | NFANT HEARI NG SCREENI NG PERFORVMED

(B) INSTANCES IN WHICH A NEWBORN | NFANT HEARING SCREENING IS NOT
PERFORVED ON A NEVWBORN | NFANT BEFORE SUCH | NFANT | S DI SCHARGED FROM THE
FACI LI TY; AND

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(© SUCH OTHER | NFORMATI ON OR DATA AS MAY BE REQUI RED BY THE COW S-
SI ONER PURSUANT TO REGULATI ON TO FULFI LL THE PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON.

3. ANY PERSON WHO PERFORMS A NEVBORN | NFANT HEARI NG SCREENI NG, MEANI NG
A  HEARI NG SCREENI NG PERFCRMED UPON A NEVBORN | NFANT, OTHER THAN A HEAR-
I NG SCREENI NG ADM NI STERED BY A FACI LI TY PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION TWO OF
THI'S SECTION, OR UPON A CH LD UNDER SI X MONTHS OF AGE, SHALL REPCRT TO
THE DEPARTMENT, I N A MANNER AND FORVMAT REQUIRED BY THE COWM SSI ONER
PURSUANT TO REGULATI ON:

(A) THE RESULTS OF EACH NEWBORN | NFANT HEARI NG SCREENI NG PERFORMED;
AND

(B) SUCH OTHER | NFORMATI ON OR DATA AS MAY BE REQUI RED BY THE COW S-
SIONER TO FULFI LL THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON.

4. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL COLLECT AND MAI NTAIN THE NEWBORN | NFANT HEAR-
I NG RESULTS AND | NFORVATI ON PROVI DED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SIONS TWO AND
THREE OF THI'S SECTI ON I N A STATEW DE | NFORMATI ON SYSTEM DEVELOPED BY THE
DEPARTMENT FOR SUCH PURPOSE.

5. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVIDE ACCESS TO NEWBORN | NFANT HEARI NG
SCREENI NG RESULTS AND OTHER | NFORVATI ON OR DATA AS DETERM NED BY THE
DEPARTMENT TO THE FOLLONNG PERSONS OR ENTITIES FOR THE FOLLOW NG
PURPOSES:

(A) THE COW SSI ONER OF HEALTH FOR THE PURPOSES OF OUTREACH, QUALITY
| MPROVEMENT AND ACCOUNTABI LI TY, RESEARCH, AND EPI DEM OLOGE CAL STUDI ES
AND DI SEASE CONTRQOL;

(B) THE COW SSI ONER OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYA ENE FOR THE CITY OF NEW
YORK AND LOCAL HEALTH DEPARTMENTS FOR PURPOSES OF OQUTREACH, QUALITY
| MPROVEMENT AND ACCOUNTABI LI TY, RESEARCH, EPIDEM OLOd CAL STUDIES AND
DI SEASE CONTRQOL;

(© HEALTH CARE PROFESSI ONALS LI CENSED UNDER Tl TLE ElI GHT OF THE EDUCA-
TION LAW AND THEIR DESIGNEES FOR THE PURPOSES OF DETERM NI NG W TH
RESPECT TO NEWBORN | NFANTS OR CH LDREN UNDER THEIR CARE, WHETHER A
NEWBORN | NFANT HEARI NG SCREENI NG WAS PERFORMED, VWHETHER A RE- SCREENI NG
OR OTHER FOLLOWM UP | S NECESSARY, TO ENTER NEWBORN | NFANT HEARI NG SCREEN-
I NG RESULTS AND DATA, AND FOR TREATMENT PURPGCSES;

(D) A FACILITY LI CENSED UNDER ARTI CLE TWENTY-EIGHT OF TH' S CHAPTER
THAT ADM NI STERS A NEVBORN | NFANT HEARI NG SCREENI NG FOR THE PURPOSES OF
ENTERI NG NEWBORN | NFANT HEARI NG SCREENI NG RESULTS AND DATA |INTO THE
STATEW DE | NFORVATI ON SYSTEM AND DETERM NING WHETHER A SCREEN NG
RE- SCREENI NG OR OTHER FOLLOW UP | S NECESSARY;

(E) THI RD PARTY PAYERS AS DEFI NED | N PARAGRAPH (F) OF SUBDI VI SION TWO
OF SECTION TWENTY-ONE HUNDRED SIXTY-EIGHT OF TH S CHAPTER FOR THE
PURPOSES OF QUALI TY ASSURANCE, ACCOUNTABI LI TY AND QUTREACH RELATING TO
ENRCLLEES COVERED BY THE TH RD PARTY PAYER, AND

(F) A COW SSI ONER OF A LOCAL SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRICT W TH REGARD TO
NEWBORN | NFANTS OR CHI LDREN I N H' S OR HER LEGAL CUSTQCDY.

6. ALL NEWBORN HEARI NG SCREENI NG RESULTS AND OTHER | NFORVATI ON OR DATA
MAI NTAI NED BY THE DEPARTMENT SHALL BE CONFI DENTI AL AND SHALL NOT BE
DI SCLOSED EXCEPT AS PROVIDED FOR IN THI' S SECTI ON. THE PARENT OR GUARDI -
AN OF A NEWBORN |NFANT OR CH LD FOR WHOM A NEWBORN | NFANT HEARI NG
SCREENI NG WAS PERFORMED MAY OBTAIN A COPY OF THE NEWBORN | NFANT HEARI NG
SCREENI NG RESULTS FROM

(A) THE FACILITY THAT ADM NI STERED THE NEWBORN | NFANT HEARI NG SCREEN-
I NG,

(B) THE PERSON WHO PERFORMED THE SCREENI NG, | F THE SCREENI NG WAS NOT
ADM NI STERED AT A FACI LI TY SUBJECT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON; OR
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(© THE STATEWDE | NFORMATI ON SYSTEM THAT MAI NTAINS THE RESULTS BY
REQUESTI NG THE RECORD PURSUANT TO PROCEDURES ESTABLI SHED BY THE COW S-
SI ONER | N REGULATI ON.

S 2. Paragraph (c) of subdivision 4 of section 2168 of the public
health | aw, as anended by section 7 of part A of chapter 58 of the |aws
of 2009, is anended and a new paragraph (c-1) is added to read as
fol | ows:

(c) Any data collected by the departnment may be included in the state-
wi de i nmuni zation information system and the statewi de registry of |ead
levels of children if collection, storage and access of such data is
ot herwi se aut hori zed. Such data may be disclosed to the statew de i mmun-
ization information systemonly if provided for in statute [and] OR
regul ation, and shall be subject to any provisions in such statute or
regulation limting the wuse or redisclosure of the data. Nothing
contained in this paragraph shall permt inclusion of data in the state-
wi de i nmuni zation information systemif that data could not otherw se be
accessed or disclosed in the absence of the system For the city of New
York the comm ssioner of health and nental hygiene nay include data
collected in the citywde imunization registry as provided in this
par agr aph.

(C-1) THE DEPARTMENT MAY REQUI RE THE COLLECTION OF, MAI NTENANCE AND
ACCESS TO NEWBORN | NFANT HEARI NG SCREENI NG DATA AND RESULTS THROUGH THE
STATEW DE | MVUNI ZATI ON | NFORMATI ON SYSTEM | N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ON
TVENTY- FI VE HUNDRED- G OF THI' S CHAPTER.

S 3. This act shall take effect January 1, 2011.



