Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

10758
I N ASSEMBLY
April 20, 2010

Introduced by M of A GUNTHER -- Multi-Sponsored by -- M of A DESTI-
TO, MAYERSCOHN, J. RIVERA, ROBINSON -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Hi gher Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to student activity fees

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 355 of the education |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 20 to read as foll ows:

20. STUDENT ACTIMITY FEE. A DI SCLOSURE. EVERY COLLEGE OR UNI VERSI -
TY OF THE STATE UNI VERSI TY SHALL CONSPI CUOUSLY POST ON A PUBLI CLY ACCES-
S| BLE VEBSI TE A NOTI CE REGARDI NG THE STUDENT ACTIVITY FEE WH CH SHALL
I NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMTED TGO (1) THE PURPOSE OF SUCH FEE, (2) THE
RULES AND PROCEDURES FOR THE ALLOCATI ON OF FUNDS FROM SUCH FEE, (3) THE
NAME AND M SSI ON STATEMENT OF EACH STUDENT ORGANI ZATI ON THAT RECEI VED
FUNDI NG FROM SUCH FEE DURING THE PREVIOUS ACADEM C YEAR, (4) THE
REQUI REMENT THAT ALL FUNDI NG DECI SI ONS BE MADE | N AN OPEN FORUM WHERE
ALL STUDENTS ARE d VEN THE OPPORTUNI TY TO COMMENT, (5) THAT ALL FUNDI NG
DECI SIONS SHALL BE MADE IN A FAIR AND NEUTRAL MANNER W THOUT REGARD TO
THE VI EWPO NTS OF THE ORGANI ZATI ON REQUESTI NG FUNDI NG AND (6) THAT A
REFERENDUM SHALL BE HELD AT LEAST EVERY TWO YEARS THE PURPOSE OF WHI CH
| S TO DETERM NE WHETHER THE STUDENT ACTIVITY FEE SHALL BE MANDATORY OR
VOLUNTARY.

B. REFERENDUM PRIOR TO THE CLOSE OF THE FI RST FULL ACADEM C YEAR
| MVEDI ATELY FOLLOW NG THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI'S SUBDI VISION, AND AT
LEAST ONCE EVERY TWO YEARS THEREAFTER, THE STUDENT BODY AT EACH COLLEGE
OR UNI VERSI TY OPERATED BY THE STATE UNI VERSI TY SHALL DETERM NE BY REFER-
ENDUM WHETHER STUDENT ACTI VI TY PROGRAMS SHALL BE SUPPORTED BY EI THER
VOLUNTARY OR MANDATORY STUDENT FEES. SUCH REFERENDUM SHALL BE CONDUCTED
ON CAWMPUS AT AN EASILY ACCESSI BLE POLLI NG PLACE OR PLACES AND AT SUCH
TI ME AS SHALL BE CONVENI ENT FOR THE GREATEST NUMBER OF STUDENTS. UNDER
NO Cl RCUMSTANCES SHALL FUNDI NG FOR ANY PARTI CULAR ORGANI ZATI ON BE DETER-
M NED BY REFERENDUM NOTI CE OF SUCH REFERENDUM SHALL BE CONSPI CUOUSLY
POSTED AT SEVERAL LOCATI ONS ON CAMPUS FOR NOT LESS THAN FIFTEEN DAYS
PRROR TO THE DATE ON WH CH THE REFERENDUM SHALL BE CONDUCTED. SUCH
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NOTI CE SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO THE DATE ON WH CH THE
REFERENDUM W LL BE HELD, THE TI MES DURI NG WHI CH POLLI NG PLACES W LL BE
OPEN, THE LOCATI ON OF ALL POLLI NG PLACES, AND THE QUESTI ON OR QUESTI ONS
BEFORE THE STUDENT BODY.

C. ELIGBILITY FOR FUNDI NG ANY GROUP THAT IS OFFI Cl ALLY RECOGNI ZED BY
THE REPRESENTATI VE STUDENT ORGANI ZATI ON | N ACCORDANCE W TH PROCEDURES
ESTABLI SHED ON EACH CAMPUS SHALL BE ELIG BLE TO RECEIVE FUNDING FROM
STUDENT ACTI VI TY FEE PROCEEDS.

D. DI SBURSEMENT OF FUNDS. PROCEEDS OF THE STUDENT ACTIVITY FEE SHALL
BE DI SBURSED BY THE REPRESENTATI VE STUDENT ORGANI ZATION IN A FAIR AND
NEUTRAL MANNER W THOUT REGARD TO THE VI EWPO NTS OF THE ORGANI ZATI ON
REQUESTI NG FUNDI NG. ALL FUNDI NG DECI SI ONS SHALL BE MADE | N AN OPEN FORUM
VHERE MEMBERS OF THE STUDENT BODY ARE G VEN AN OPPORTUNI TY TO COMVENT.

E. APPEAL OF FUNDI NG DECI SI ONS. THE REPRESENTATI VE STUDENT ORGANI ZA-
TION ON EACH CAWMPUS SHALL CREATE AN APPEALS PROCESS FOR REGQ STERED
STUDENT ORGANI ZATI ONS COVPLAI NING OF VIEWPO NT DI SCRIM NATION IN THE
FUNDI NG PROCESS. AFTER EXHAUSTI NG STUDENT REVI EW AN AGGRI EVED REQ S-
TERED STUDENT ORGANI ZATI ON MAY APPEAL TO THE CHI EF ADM NI STRATI VE COFFI -
CER OF EACH CAMPUS, OR HI' S OR HER DESI G\EE.

S 2. Section 6215 of the education |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdivision 4 to read as foll ows:

4. STUDENT ACTIVITY FEE. A DI SCLOSURE. EVERY COLLEGE OR UN VERSITY
OF THE CITY UNI VERSI TY SHALL CONSPI CUOUSLY POST ON A PUBLI CLY ACCESSI BLE
VEBSI TE A NOTI CE REGARDI NG THE STUDENT ACTIVITY FEE WHI CH SHALL | NCLUDE,
BUT NOT BE LIMTED TG (1) THE PURPOSE OF SUCH FEE, (2) THE RULES AND
PROCEDURES FOR THE ALLOCATI ON OF FUNDS FROM SUCH FEE, (3) THE NAME AND
M SSI ON STATEMENT OF EACH STUDENT ORGANI ZATI ON THAT RECEI VED FUNDI NG
FROM SUCH FEE DURI NG THE PREVI QUS ACADEM C YEAR, (4) THE REQUI REMENT
THAT ALL FUNDI NG DECI SI ONS BE MADE | N AN OPEN FORUM WHERE ALL STUDENTS
ARE d VEN THE OPPORTUNI TY TO COMMVENT, (5) THAT ALL FUNDI NG DEC SI ONS
SHALL BE MADE IN A FAIR AND NEUTRAL MANNER W THOUT REGARD TO THE VI EW
PO NTS OF THE ORGANI ZATI ON REQUESTI NG FUNDI NG AND (6) THAT A REFERENDUM
SHALL BE HELD AT LEAST EVERY TWO YEARS THE PURPCSE OF WHICH | S TO DETER-
M NE WHETHER THE STUDENT ACTI VI TY FEE SHALL BE MANDATORY OR VOLUNTARY.

B. REFERENDUM PRIOR TO THE CLOSE OF THE FIRST FULL ACADEM C YEAR
| MVEDI ATELY FOLLOW NG THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THI S SUBDI VI SI ON, AND AT
LEAST ONCE EVERY TWO YEARS THEREAFTER, THE STUDENT BODY AT EACH COLLEGE
OR UNI VERSI TY OPERATED BY THE CI TY UNI VERSI TY SHALL DETERM NE BY REFER-
ENDUM WHETHER STUDENT ACTI VI TY PROGRAMS SHALL BE SUPPORTED BY EI THER
VOLUNTARY OR MANDATORY STUDENT FEES. SUCH REFERENDUM SHALL BE CONDUCTED
ON CAWMPUS AT AN EASILY ACCESSI BLE POLLI NG PLACE OR PLACES AND AT SUCH
TI ME AS SHALL BE CONVENI ENT FOR THE GREATEST NUMBER OF STUDENTS. UNDER
NO Cl RCUMSTANCES SHALL FUNDI NG FOR ANY PARTI CULAR ORGANI ZATI ON BE DETER-
M NED BY REFERENDUM NOTI CE OF SUCH REFERENDUM SHALL BE CONSPI CUOUSLY
POSTED AT SEVERAL LOCATI ONS ON CAMPUS FOR NOT LESS THAN FIFTEEN DAYS
PRROR TO THE DATE ON WH CH THE REFERENDUM SHALL BE CONDUCTED. SUCH
NOTI CE SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO THE DATE ON WH CH THE
REFERENDUM W LL BE HELD, THE TI MES DURI NG WHI CH POLLI NG PLACES W LL BE
OPEN, THE LOCATI ON OF ALL POLLI NG PLACES, AND THE QUESTI ON OR QUESTI ONS
BEFORE THE STUDENT BODY.

C. ELIGBILITY FOR FUNDI NG ANY GROUP THAT IS OFFI Cl ALLY RECOGNI ZED BY
THE REPRESENTATI VE STUDENT ORGANI ZATI ON | N ACCORDANCE W TH PROCEDURES
ESTABLI SHED ON EACH CAMPUS SHALL BE ELIG BLE TO RECEIVE FUNDING FROM
STUDENT ACTI VI TY FEE PROCEEDS.

D. DI SBURSEMENT OF FUNDS. PROCEEDS OF THE STUDENT ACTIVITY FEE SHALL
BE DI SBURSED BY THE REPRESENTATI VE STUDENT ORGANI ZATION IN A FAIR AND
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NEUTRAL MANNER W THOUT REGARD TO THE VI EWPO NTS OF THE ORGANI ZATI ON
REQUESTI NG FUNDI NG. ALL FUNDI NG DECI SI ONS SHALL BE MADE | N AN OPEN FORUM
VHERE MEMBERS OF THE STUDENT BODY ARE G VEN AN OPPORTUNI TY TO COMVENT.

E. APPEAL OF FUNDI NG DECI SI ONS. THE REPRESENTATI VE STUDENT ORGANI ZA-
TI ON ON EACH CAMPUS SHALL CREATE AN APPEALS PROCESS FOR REQ STERED
STUDENT ORGANI ZATI ONS COWPLAINING OF VI EWPO NT DI SCRI M NATION I N THE
FUNDI NG PROCESS. AFTER EXHAUSTI NG STUDENT REVI EW AN AGGRI EVED REQ S-
TERED STUDENT ORGANI ZATI ON MAY APPEAL TO THE CHI EF ADM NI STRATI VE OFFI -
CER OF EACH CAMPUS, OR HI' S OR HER DESI G\EE.

S 3. Section 6304 of the education lawis anmended by adding a new
subdivision 1-a to read as foll ows:

1-A.  STUDENT ACTIVITY FEE. A DI SCLOSURE. EVERY COMMUNI TY COLLEGE
SHALL CONSPI CUOUSLY POST ON A PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE WEBSITE A NOTICE
REGARDI NG THE STUDENT ACTIVITY FEE WH CH SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE
LIMTED TO (1) THE PURPOCSE OF SUCH FEE, (2) THE RULES AND PROCEDURES
FOR THE ALLOCATION OF FUNDS FROM SUCH FEE, (3) THE NAME AND M SSI ON
STATEMENT OF EACH STUDENT ORGANI ZATI ON THAT RECEI VED FUNDI NG FROM SUCH
FEE DURING THE PREVIOUS ACADEM C YEAR, (4) THE REQUI REMENT THAT ALL
FUNDI NG DECI SI ONS BE MADE | N AN OPEN FORUM WHERE ALL STUDENTS ARE d VEN
THE OPPORTUNI TY TO COMMENT, (5) THAT ALL FUNDI NG DECI SI ONS SHALL BE MADE
IN A FAIR AND NEUTRAL MANNER W THOUT REGARD TO THE VI EWPO NTS OF THE
ORGANI ZATI ON REQUESTI NG FUNDI NG AND (6) THAT A REFERENDUM SHALL BE HELD
AT LEAST EVERY TWD YEARS THE PURPCSE OF WHICH IS TO DETERM NE WHETHER
THE STUDENT ACTIVITY FEE SHALL BE MANDATORY OR VOLUNTARY.

B. REFERENDUM PRIOR TO THE CLOSE OF THE FI RST FULL ACADEM C YEAR
| MVEDI ATELY FOLLOW NG THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI'S SUBDI VISION, AND AT
LEAST ONCE EVERY TWDO YEARS THEREAFTER, THE STUDENT BODY AT EACH COVMUNI -
TY COLLEGE SHALL DETERM NE BY REFERENDUM WHETHER STUDENT ACTI VI TY
PROGRAMS SHALL BE SUPPORTED BY EI THER VOLUNTARY OR MANDATORY STUDENT
FEES. SUCH REFERENDUM SHALL BE CONDUCTED ON CAMPUS AT AN EASILY ACCESSI -
BLE POLLI NG PLACE OR PLACES AND AT SUCH TI ME AS SHALL BE CONVEN ENT FOR
THE GREATEST NUMBER OF STUDENTS. UNDER NO Cl RCUMSTANCES SHALL FUNDI NG
FOR ANY PARTI CULAR ORGANI ZATI ON BE DETERM NED BY REFERENDUM  NOTI CE OF
SUCH REFERENDUM SHALL BE CONSPI CUOUSLY POSTED AT SEVERAL LOCATIONS ON
CAMPUS FOR NOT LESS THAN FI FTEEN DAYS PRI OR TO THE DATE ON WHI CH THE
REFERENDUM SHALL BE CONDUCTED. SUCH NOTI CE SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE
LIMTED TO THE DATE ON WH CH THE REFERENDUM W LL BE HELD, THE TI MES
DURI NG WHI CH POLLI NG PLACES W LL BE OPEN, THE LOCATION OF ALL POLLING
PLACES, AND THE QUESTI ON OR QUESTI ONS BEFORE THE STUDENT BODY.

C. ELIGBILITY FOR FUNDI NG ANY GROUP THAT IS OFFI Cl ALLY RECOGNI ZED BY
THE REPRESENTATI VE STUDENT ORGANI ZATI ON | N ACCORDANCE W TH PROCEDURES
ESTABLI SHED ON EACH CAMPUS SHALL BE ELIG BLE TO RECEIVE FUNDI NG FROM
STUDENT ACTI VI TY FEE PROCEEDS.

D. DI SBURSEMENT OF FUNDS. PROCEEDS OF THE STUDENT ACTIVITY FEE SHALL
BE DI SBURSED BY THE REPRESENTATI VE STUDENT ORGANI ZATION IN A FAIR AND
NEUTRAL MANNER W THOUT REGARD TO THE VI EWPO NTS OF THE ORGANI ZATI ON
REQUESTI NG FUNDI NG. ALL FUNDI NG DECI SI ONS SHALL BE MADE | N AN OPEN FORUM
VHERE MEMBERS OF THE STUDENT BODY ARE G VEN AN OPPORTUNI TY TO COMVENT.

E. APPEAL OF FUNDI NG DECI SI ONS. THE REPRESENTATI VE STUDENT ORGANI ZA-
TION ON EACH CAWPUS SHALL CREATE AN APPEALS PROCESS FOR REGQ STERED
STUDENT ORGANI ZATI ONS COVPLAI NING OF VIEWPO NT DI SCRIM NATION IN THE
FUNDI NG PROCESS. AFTER EXHAUSTI NG STUDENT REVI EW AN AGGRI EVED REQ S-
TERED STUDENT ORGANI ZATI ON MAY APPEAL TO THE CHI EF ADM NI STRATI VE COFFI -
CER OF EACH CAMPUS, OR HI' S OR HER DESI G\EE.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the first of August next succeeding
the date on which it shall have beconme a | aw



