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STATE OF NEW YORK

S. 7466 A. 10681
SENATE- ASSEMBLY
April 14, 2010

IN SENATE -- Introduced by Sens. SAMPSON, ADAMS, ADDABBO, SQUADRON,
SCHNEI DERVMAN - - read twi ce and ordered printed, and when printed to be
conmitted to the Comm ttee on El ections

I N ASSEMBLY -- Introduced by M of A SILVER, M LLMAN, MAGNARELLI, GALEF
-- read once and referred to the Conmttee on El ecti on Law

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to mlitary ballots,
speci al federal ballots and absentee ballots

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 3-220 of +the election law, as
anended by chapter 179 of the laws of 2005, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

1. Al registration records, certificates, |lists, and inventories
referred to in, or required by, this chapter shall be public records and
open to public inspection under the imedi ate supervision of the board
of elections or its enployees and subject to such reasonabl e regul ati ons
as such board may inpose, provided, however, that a voter's driver's
license nunber, departnent of notor vehicle non-driver photo | D nunber
[and], social security nunmber AND FACSI M LE NUMBER shall not be rel eased
for public inspection. No such records shall be handled at any tinme by
any person other than a nenber of a registration board or board of
i nspectors of elections or board of elections except as provided by
rul es i nposed by the board of el ections.

S 2. Section 7-123 of the election law, subdivisions 1, 2, 4-a, 5 and
6 as anmended by chapter 290 of the laws of 1991, subdivision 3 as
anmended by chapter 235 of the Iaws of 2000, subdivision 4 as anended by
chapter 247 of the laws of 1984, subdivision 4-b as added by chapter 262
of the laws of 2003 and subdivision 7 as added by chapter 237 of the
| aws of 2005, and such section as renunbered by chapter 8 of the | aws of
1978, is amended to read as foll ows:

S 7-123. Ballots; mlitary voters. 1. The state board of elections,
after conferring with federal authorities, if any, authorized to act,
shall prescribe the form and cause to be printed by the appropriate
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boards of elections or otherwi se sufficient ballots for mlitary voters
to be used at the election, subject to the following limtations:

2. The ballots for mlitary voters shall be the sane formas those to
be voted by absentee voters in the election district of the mnmlitary
voter on election day. Any instructions that the state board of
el ections deens pertinent shall acconpany such ballots but shall not be
affixed thereto in any manner so as to | eave any nmarks on such ballots
not found on absentee ball ots.

3. [Each ballot shall be furnished with a ballot] THE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS SHALL FURNI SH AN | NNER AFFI RVATI ON envel ope W TH EACH M LI TARY
BALLOT upon whi ch ENVELOPE shal |l be printed:

BALLOT FOR M LI TARY VOTER
[ STATEMENT] AFFI RVATI ON

[ do state (or affirm that | am (MJST CHECK ONE)

(a) in the actual mlitary service of the State of New

York, or of the United States ............ ... .. . .. []
(D) the SPOUSE ... .. []
(C) par enNt .. []
(d) Chi b d . []

of a voter in the actual mlitary service of the State of New York or of
the United States, acconpanying or being with such voter and a resident
of the sane election district; that | ama citizen of the United States;
that on the date of the election for which this ballot is voted | wll
be at least eighteen years of age and i nmedi ately preceding said date
wi |l have been a resident of the county, city or village in which |
offer nmy vote for thirty days, that | have not voted any other ball ot
for any candi date from any address other than hereinafter set forth; and
that | have not commtted any act, nor am | under any inpedi nent which
denies ne the right to vote.

My voting residence in the State of New York is:
Street and Nunber, or R F. D ... ...
City, Village or TOWN ... ... e e e e e e e e
COUNT Y L e

I hereby declare, that the foregoing is a true statenment to the best
of ny know edge and belief, and | understand that if | make any materia
fal se statenent in the foregoing statement of mlitary voter, | shall be
guilty of a m sdeneanor. ]

| SVEAR OR AFFI RM UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY, THAT

(A | AM A MEMBER OF THE UNI FORMED SERVICES OR MERCHANT MARINE ON
ACTIVE DUTY OR AN ELI G BLE SPOUSE, PARENT, CHI LD OR DEPENDENT OF SUCH A
MEMBER, AND

(B) I AM A UNI TED STATES ClI Tl ZEN, AT LEAST ElI GHTEEN YEARS OF ACGE (OR
WLL BE BY THE DAY OF THE ELECTION), ELIdBLE TO VOTE IN THE REQUESTED
JURI SDI CTI ON, AND

(O | HAVE NEI THER BEEN CONVI CTED OF A FELONY OR OTHER DI SQUALI FYI NG
OFFENSE NOR BEEN ADJUDI CATED MENTALLY | NCOWPETENT, OR I F SO My VOTI NG
Rl GHTS HAVE BEEN REI NSTATED, AND
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(D) I AM NOT REG STERI NG, REQUESTI NG A BALLOT, OR VOTING IN ANY OTHER
JURI SDI CTION I N THE UNI TED STATES, AND

(E) My SIGNATURE AND DATE BELOW I NDI CATE WHEN | COWPLETED THI S DOCU-
MENT, AND

(F) THE | NFORVATION ON THIS FORM | S TRUE AND COWLETE TO THE BEST OF
MY KNOWLEDGE.

| UNDERSTAND THAT A MATERI AL M SSTATEMENT OF FACT I N THE COVPLETI ON OF
TH'S DOCUMENT MAY CONSTI TUTE GROUNDS FOR CONVI CTI ON OF PERJURY.

Si gnature of Wtness (required
only if voter does not sign his
or her own name)

Address of W tness

4. On the reverse side of the [ballot] I NNER AFFI RVATI ON envel ope
[containing the statement of mlitary voter] shall be printed:

TO BE FILLED I N BY THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS:

CoUNt Y Of L.
NamE Of VOl Br . .o
Voting residence (street and nunber, if any).......... ... .. .. ... .. .. .. ...
City (or town) of.............. VArd. ...
Assenbly District.............. Election District.........................
Party Enrollment (in case of primary election)...........................

| MPORTANT TO M LI TARY VOTER [Be sure to indicate in (a), (b), (c), or
(d), whether you are a serviceman or the spouse, parent or child of a
serviceman in the statenment before you sign your nane at the end of the
statenent.] YOU MJUST SI GN THE [ STATEMENT] AFFI RVMATION ON [THE REVERSE
SIDE OF] TH S ENVELOPE.

[4-a.] 5. THE | NFORMATION I N SUBDI VI SI ON FOUR OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE
FILLED I N BY THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS PRI OR TO THE MAI LI NG OF ANY M LI TARY
BALLOT AND ENVELOPES | F THE M LI TARY VOTER S PREFERRED METHOD OF TRANS-
M SSION WTH THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS IS BY MAIL, ORIT MAY BE FILLED IN
BY THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS UPON THE RECEI PT OF THE RETURNED M LI TARY
BALLOT AND ENVELOPE WHERE THE BALLOT AND ENVELOPE HAVE BEEN TRANSM TTED
TO THE M LI TARY VOTER OTHER THAN BY MAIL OR | N PERSON.

6. The | NNER AFFI RVATI ON envel ope, | F DELI VERED BY MAIL OR | N PERSON,
shall be gumed[,] AND ready for sealing[, and]. SUCH ENVELOPE, OR ANY
CREATED BY THE M LITARY VOTER WHO HAS RECEI VED H' S OR HER BALLOT BY
FACSIMLE TRANSM SSION OR ELECTRONIC MAIL |IN ACCORDANCE WTH THE
PROVISIONS OF SUBDIVISION THREE-A OF THI S SECTION, shall have printed
t hereon, on the side opposite the [statenment,] AFFI RVATIQN, instructions
as to the duties of the mlitary voter after the marking of the ballot],
which]. SUCH instructions shall include [a] specific [direction]
DI RECTI ONS stating that the [envel ope] BALLOT nust be RETURNED | N PERSON
OR mailed to the appropriate board of elections [and a specific direc-
tion stating], when [such] THE OUTER envel ope nust be postnarked, |IF
MAI LED, and when such envel ope, WHETHER RETURNED | N PERSON OR MAI LED,
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must reach such board of elections in order to be canvassed. Such | NNER
AFFI RVATI ON  envel ope shall also include a direction that an application
for Amlitary ballot should not be enclosed in [such] THE I NNER AFFI R-
MATI ON envel ope CONTAI NI NG SUCH BALLOT.

[4-b. Notw thstandi ng any inconsistent provision of |aw, the standard
affirmation prescribed by the presidential designee under the uniforned
and overseas citizens absentee voting act affirmng that a nmateri al
m sstatement of fact may constitute a violation of |aw shall be used on
any forms and envelopes requiring such an affirmation by a voter to
whi ch such act appli es.

5.1 7. IF A MLITARY VOTER HAS DESI GNATED A PREFERENCE TO RECEIVE HI'S
OR HER BALLOT BY FACSI M LE TRANSM SSI ON OR ELECTRONI C MAI L PURSUANT TO
SECTI ON 10-107 OF THI S CHAPTER, THE TRANSM SSI ON OF THE M LI TARY VOTER S
BALLOT SHALL | NCLUDE, TOGETHER W TH ALL | NFORMATI ON AND | NSTRUCTI ONAL
MATERI ALS THAT ACCOVPANY BALLOT MATERI ALS SENT BY THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS
TO OTHER ABSENTEE VOTERS, APPROPRI ATE | NSTRUCTI ONS AS TO THE FOLDI NG OF
SAME SO AS TO CREATE AN | NNER AFFI RVATI ON ENVELOPE CONTAI NI NG ALL OF THE
| NFORMATI ON SET FORTH IN SUBDIVISIONS THREE, FOUR AND SIX OF TH'S
SECTI ON.

8. Such [ballot] I NNER AFFI RVATI ON envel ope [and] CONTAINING THE mli -
tary ballot shall be enclosed in [a second] AN OUTER envel ope, addressed
to the appropriate board of elections, and bearing on it the words
"Official Election Ballot--Via Air Mail"[, and a]. THE OUTER ENVELOCPE
SHALL |INCLUDE specific [direction] DI RECTIONS that if an ORI G NAL
COWPLETED application for a mlitary ballot [is received with such mli-
tary ballot] HAS NOT ALREADY BEEN RETURNED I N PERSON OR MAILED TO THE
M LI TARY VOTER S BOARD OF ELECTI ONS, such application nust be conpl eted
by the military voter and returned [in such envel ope together wth the
envel ope containing the mlitary ballot] IN THE QUTER ENVELOPE W TH THE
SEALED | NNER AFFI RVATI ON ENVELOPE CONTAI NI NG THE M LI TARY BALLOT W THI N
THE TIME LIMTS FOR THE RECEIPT OF THE M LI TARY BALLOT | TSELF. Such
envel ope shall provide lines in the upper left corner for the mlitary
voter to wite his OR HER nane and conplete mlitary address.

[6.] 9. The [second] OUTER envel ope addressed to the appropriate board
of elections and the |INNER AFFIRMATION envel ope which contains the
ball ot shall be mailed to the mlitary voter in a third envelope on
which is printed the words "Oficial Election Ballot--Via Air Mail".

[7.] 10. At the side opposite the address on the [second] OUTER envel -
ope, below the gumed seal, FOR A BALLOT DELI VERED BY MAIL OR I N PERSON,
OR BELOW THE FLAP FOR A BALLOT TRANSM TTED TO THE M LI TARY VOTER BY
FACSI M LE TRANSM SSI ON OR ELECTRONI C MAI L, shall be printed:

This ballot was nail ed on which is not |later than the

day before the el ection.

Si gned (Wtness) Dat e

11. |F THE M LI TARY VOTER S PREFERRED METHOD OF TRANSM SSION IS
FACSI M LE TRANSM SSI ON OR ELECTRONI C MAI L, THE ELECTRONI C TRANSM TTAL OF
THE MLITARY VOTER S BALLOT MATERIALS SHALL |NCLUDE APPROPRIATE
| NSTRUCTI ONS AS TO THE FOLDI NG OF SAME SO AS TO CREATE AN OUTER ENVELOPE
CONTAI NI NG ALL OF THE | NFORMATI ON SET FORTH IN SUBDI VI SIONS EIGHT AND
TEN OF THI S SECTI ON.
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S 3. Section 7-124 of the election |law, as added by chapter 8 of the
| aws of 1978, subdivision 1 as anmended by chapter 259 of the laws of
1991, subdivisions 2 and 3 as anended by chapter 235 of the | aws of
2000, subdivision 4 as amended by chapter 99 of the laws of 1989 and
subdi vision 5 as anended by chapter 216 of the |laws of 1988, is anmended
to read as foll ows:

S 7-124. Ballots [for]; special federal voters. 1. The ballots for
special federal voters shall provide for voting for presidential and
vice-presidential electors, United States senator, representative in
congress, and del egates and alternate delegates to a national convention
only and shall be in the formprescribed by this chapter for absentee
bal | ots, except that on either the front or the back of the ball ot shal
be printed or stanped the words "Oficial Ballot--Special Federa
Voter", provided, however, that at any election at which special federa
voters may vote for all the offices and positions on the ballot, no such
separate ballot shall be printed and the ballot for special federa
voters shall be the sane as the ballot provided to absentee voters in
such el ection.

2. The board of elections shall furnish AN I NNER AFFI RVATI ON ENVELOPE
wi th each special federal ballot [an envel ope. On one side of the] UPON
VWHI CH envel ope shall be printed:

| SWEAR OR AFFI RM UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY, THAT

(A) | AMA UN TED STATES CI Tl ZEN RESI DI NG QUTSI DE THE UNI TED STATES,
AND

(B) I AM AT LEAST ElI GHTEEN YEARS OF ACE (OR WLL BE BY THE DAY OF THE
ELECTI ON), ELIG BLE TO VOTE | N THE REQUESTED JURI SDI CTI ON, AND

(© | HAVE NEI THER BEEN CONVI CTED OF A FELONY OR OTHER DI SQUALI FYI NG
OFFENSE NOR BEEN ADJUDI CATED MENTALLY | NCOMPETENT, OR IF SO, MY VOTI NG
Rl GHTS HAVE BEEN REI NSTATED, AND

(D) | AM NOT QUALI FI ED TO REG STER, REQUEST A BALLOT, OR VOTE I N ANY
OTHER JURI SDI CTION I N THE UNI TED STATES, AND

(E) MY SI GNATURE AND DATE BELOW | NDI CATE WHEN | COWLETED TH S DOCU-
MENT, AND

(F) THE |INFORVATION ON THIS FORM IS TRUE AND COWLETE TO THE BEST OF
MY KNOW.EDGE.

| UNDERSTAND THAT A MATERI AL M SSTATEMENT OF FACT I N THE COWPLETI ON OF
THI S DOCUMENT NMAY CONSTI TUTE GROUNDS FOR CONVI CTI ON OF PERJURY

SI GNATURE OF W TNESS ( REQUI RED
ONLY | F VOTER DOES NOT SIGN HI S
OAN NANE)

ADDRESS OF W TNESS

3. ON THE REVERSE SI DE OF THE | NNER AFFI RVATI ON ENVELOPE SHALL BE
PRI NTED

[ OFFI CI AL BALLOT, SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTERS,] TO BE FILLED I N BY
THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS
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NaImE Of VOl B .o

Resi dence from which vote is being cast:
Street and nUMDEr . ... .
Gty OF L OWN L e
COUNT Y L e e
Assenbly District or VArd ...... ... . . . . e
El ection Di StricCt ... .. . e
Party Enrollment (in case of primary election) .......................

[ The date of the election and the nane of the county shall be printed,
and the name of the voter, residence, nane of town, nunber of ward or
assenbly district, if any, and election district shall be either printed
or witten or stanped in by the board] |MPORTANT TO SPECI AL FEDERAL
VOTER: YOU MUST SI GN THE AFFI RVATI ON ON THI S ENVELOPE

[3. On the reverse side of such envel ope shall be printed the foll ow
i ng statenent:

STATEMENT OF SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTER

I do declare | ama qualified special federal voter of said district;
that | amnot qualified and amnot able to qualify to vote elsewhere
than as set forth on the reverse side of this envel ope; that | have not
commtted any act nor am | under any inpedinent which denies nme the
right to vote.

| hereby declare that the foregoing is a true statenent to the best of
nmy knowl edge and belief, and | understand that if | nake any materia
fal se statenent in the foregoing statenment, | shall be guilty of a
m sdeneanor.

Signature or mark of voter
Signature of Wtness (required
only if voter does not sign his
own nane)

Address of Wtness]

4. THE | NFORMATION I N SUBDIVISION THREE OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE
FILLED IN BY THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS PRI OR TO THE MAI LI NG OF ANY SPECI AL
FEDERAL BALLOT AND ENVELOPES |IF THE SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTER S PREFERRED
METHOD OF TRANSM SSI ON W TH THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS IS BY MAIL, ORI T MAY
BE FILLED IN BY THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS UPON RECEIPT OF THE RETURNED
SPECI AL FEDERAL BALLOT AND ENVELOPE WHEN THE BALLOT AND ENVELOPE HAVE
BEEN TRANSM TTED TO THE SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTER OTHER THAN BY MAIL OR |IN
PERSON.

5. The | NNER AFFI RVATI ON envel ope, | F DELI VERED BY MAIL OR | N PERSON,
shall be gumed[,] AND ready for sealing[, and]. SUCH ENVELOPE, OR ANY
CREATED BY THE SPECIAL FEDERAL VOTER WHOSE BALLOT WAS DELI VERED BY
FACSI M LE TRANSM SSI ON OR ELECTRONI C MAI L | N ACCORDANCE W TH SUBDI VI SI ON
TWO-A OF THI'S SECTION, shall have printed thereon, on the side opposite
the [statenent] AFFIRMATION, instructions as to the duties of the voter
after the marking of the ballot[, which]. SUCH instructions shal
include [a] specific [direction] DI RECTIONS stating that the [envel ope]
BALLOT nust be [delivered] RETURNED IN PERSON or mailed to the appropri-
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ate board of elections [and a specific direction stating], when [such]
THE OUTER envelope nust be [delivered or postmarked] POSTMARKED, |F
MAI LED, and when such envelope, [if so miled] WETHER RETURNED IN
PERSON OR MAILED, nust reach such board of elections in order to be
canvassed. SUCH | NNER AFFI RVATI ON ENVELOPE SHALL ALSO | NCLUDE A DI REC
TION THAT AN APPLICATION FOR A SPECI AL FEDERAL BALLOT SHOULD NOT BE
ENCLOSED | N THE | NNER AFFI RVATI ON ENVELOPE CONTAI NI NG SUCH BALLOT.

[5. Such envel ope shall be enclosed in a second envel ope bearing on it
the address of the board of elections, the words "Oficial Election
Balloting Material--Via Ar Mil" and a specific direction that if an
application for special federal ballot is received with the ballot, such
appl i cation nust be conpleted by the voter and returned in such envel ope
together with the envel ope containing the special federal ballot.]

6. | F A SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTER HAS DESI GNATED A PREFERENCE TO RECEI VE
H'S OR HER BALLOT BY FACSI M LE TRANSM SSI ON OR ELECTRONI C MAI L PURSUANT
TO SECTION 11-203 OF THHS CHAPTER, THE TRANSM SSION OF THE SPECI AL
FEDERAL VOTER S BALLOT SHALL | NCLUDE, TOGETHER W TH ALL | NFORMATI ON AND
| NSTRUCTI ONAL MATERI ALS THAT ACCOVPANY BALLOT MATERIALS SENT BY THE
BOARD OF ELECTI ONS TO OTHER ABSENTEE VOTERS, APPROPRI ATE | NSTRUCTI ONS AS
TO THE FOLDI NG OF SAME SO AS TO CREATE AN ENVELOPE CONTAI NI NG ALL OF THE
| NFORMATION SET FORTH IN SUBDIVISIONS TWO, THREE AND FIVE OF TH' S
SECTI ON.

7. SUCH | NNER AFFI RVATI ON ENVELOPE CONTAINING THE SPECI AL FEDERAL
BALLOT SHALL BE ENCLOSED | N AN OUTER ENVELOPE ADDRESSED TO THE APPROPRI -
ATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS, AND BEARING ON | T THE WORDS " OFFI Cl AL ELECTI ON
BALLOT--VIA AIR MAIL". THE OUTER ENVELOPE SHALL |INCLUDE SPECIFIC
DIRECTIONS THAT |IF AN ORI G NAL COWLETED APPLI CATION FOR A SPECI AL
FEDERAL BALLOT HAS NOT ALREADY BEEN DELI VERED OR MAILED TO THE SPECI AL
FEDERAL VOTER S BOARD OF ELECTI ONS, SUCH APPLI CATI ON MUST BE COVPLETED
BY THE SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTER AND RETURNED I N THE OUTER ENVELOPE W TH THE
SEALED | NNER AFFI RVATI ON ENVELOPE CONTAI NI NG THE SPECI AL FEDERAL BALLOT
WTHN THE TIME LIMTS FOR THE RECEI PT OF THE SPECI AL FEDERAL BALLOT
| TSELF. SUCH ENVELOPE SHALL PROVIDE LINES I N THE UPPER LEFT CORNER FOR
THE SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTER TO WRI TE H'S OR HER NAME AND COVPLETE SPECI AL
FEDERAL ADDRESS.

8. THE OUTER ENVELOPE ADDRESSED TO THE APPROPRI ATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS
AND THE |NNER AFFI RVATI ON ENVELOPE VWHI CH CONTAI NS THE BALLOT SHALL BE
MAI LED TO THE SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTER IN A THIRD ENVELOPE ON WHICH IS
PRI NTED THE WORDS " OFFI Cl AL ELECTI ON BALLOT--VI A AIR MAIL".

9. | F THE SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTER S PREFERRED METHOD OF TRANSM SSION | S
FACSI M LE TRANSM SSI ON OR ELECTRONI C MAI L, THE ELECTRONI C TRANSM TTAL OF
THE SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTER S BALLOT MATERI ALS SHALL | NCLUDE APPROPRI ATE
| NSTRUCTI ONS AS TO THE FOLDI NG OF SAME SO AS TO CREATE AN OUTER ENVELOPE
CONTAI NI NG ALL OF THE | NFORMATI ON SET FORTH I N SUBDI VI SION EI GHT OF THI' S
SECTI ON.

S 4. Subdivision 1, paragraph (d) of subdivision 2, subdivisions 3 and
4 of section 8-400 of the election | aw, the opening paragraph of subdi -
vision 1 as anended by chapter 359 of the |laws of 1989, paragraph (c) of
subdi vi sion 1 and subparagraph (iii) of paragraph (c) of subdivision 3
as amended by chapter 426 of the | aws of 2009, paragraph (d) of subdivi-
sion 2 as anmended by chapter 165 of the | aws of 2009, subparagraph (i)
of paragraph (c) of subdivision 3 as anended by chapter 234 of the |aws
of 1976, paragraph (d) of subdivision 3 as added by chapter 373 of the
| aws of 1986, subdivision 4 as anmended by chapter 163 of the |aws of
1985, are anended to read as foll ows:
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1. A qqualified voter nay vote as an absentee voter under this chapter
if, on the occurrence of any village el ection conducted by the board of
el ections, primary election, special election, general election or New
York city conmunity school board district or <city of Buffalo schoo
district election, he [will] OR SHE EXPECTS TO be:

(a) [unavoidably] absent fromthe county of his OR HER residence, or,
if aresident of the city of New York absent from said city[, because
his duties, occupation, business, or studies require himto be el sewhere
on the day of election]; or

(b) [absent from such county or city because he is on vacation el se-
where on the day of election; or

(c)] unable to appear personally at the polling place of the election

district in which he or she is a qualified voter because of illness or
physi cal disability[, whether pernmanent or tenporary,] or duties related
to the primary care of one or nore individuals who are ill or physically
di sabl ed, or because he or she will be or is a patient in a hospital; or

[(d) he is a person entitled to a ballot because he is a qualified
voter registered as] (C an inmate or patient of a veteran's adm nis-
tration hospital; or

[(e) absent fromthe county of his residence, or if a resident of the
city of New York, absent fromsaid city, because of his acconpanying a
spouse, parent or child who would be entitled to apply for the right to
vote by absentee ballot if a qualified voter; or

(f)] (D) absent fromhis OR HER voting resi dence because he OR SHE i s
detained in jail awaiting action by a grand jury or awaiting trial, or
confined in JAIL OR prison after a conviction for an offense other than
a felony, provided that he OR SHE is qualified to vote in the election
district of his OR HER residence.

(d) The board of elections shall mail an absentee ballot to every
qual i fied voter otherwi se eligible for such a ballot, who requests such
an absentee ballot fromsuch board of elections in a letter, which is
signed by the voter and received by the board of elections not earlier
than the thirtieth day nor later than the seventh day before the
el ection for which the ballot is first requested and which states the
address where the voter is registered and the address to which the
ballot is to be mailed; provided, however, a mlitary voter may request
a mlitary ballot OR VOIER REGQ STRATION APPLI CATI ON OR AN ABSENTEE
BALLOT APPLICATION in a letter as provided in subdivision three of
section 10-106 of this chapter; and provided further, a special federa
voter may request a special federal ballot OR VOTER REG STRATI ON APPLI -
CATION OR AN ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLICATION in a letter as provided in
par agraph d of subdivision one of section 11-202 of this chapter. The
board of elections shall enclose with such ballot a form of application
for absentee ballot IF THE APPLI CANT | S REA STERED WTH SUCH BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS.

3. The application for an absentee ballot when filed nmust contain in
each instance the follow ng information:

(a) Applicant's full name, DATE OF BIRTH, and residence address,
including the street and nunber, if any, rural delivery route, if any,
mai ling address if different fromthe residence address and his OR HER
town or city and an address to which the ballot shall be mail ed.

(b) A statenment that the applicant is a qualified and registered
voter[, and that he does not know of any reason why he is no |onger
qualified to vote].
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(c) A statenent, as appropriate, that on the day of such election the
appl i cant expects in good faith to be in one of the follow ng catego-
ries:

(i) [unavoidably] absent fromthe county of his OR HER residence, or
if aresident of the city of New York absent from said city[, because
his duties, occupation, business or studies require himto be el sewhere
on such day, and where such duties, occupation, business or studies are
not of such a nature as ordinarily to require such absence, a statenent
briefly describing the special circunstances requiring such absence
and]; PROVI DED, HOAEVER, |F THE APPLI CANT EXPECTS TO BE ABSENT FROM SUCH
COUNTY OR CITY FOR A DURATI ON COVERI NG MORE THAN ONE ELECTI ON AND SEEKS
AN ABSENTEE BALLOT FOR EACH ELECTION, HE OR SHE SHALL STATE the dates
when he OR SHE expects to begin and end such absence; or

(ii) [absent fromthe county of his residence, or if a resident of the
city of New York absent fromsaid city, because he will be on vacation
el sewhere on such day, the dates upon which he expects to begin and end
such vacation, the place or places where he expects to be on such vaca-
tion, the name and address of his enployer, if any, or if self-enployed
or retired a statenent to such effect; or

(ii1)] unable to appear at a polling place because of illness or phys-
ical disability or duties related to the primary care of one or nore
i ndi viduals who are ill or physically disabled; or

[(iv) entitled to a ballot because he is a qualified voter registered
as] (Ill) an inmate or patient of a veteran's [adm nistraion] ADM N S-
TRATI ON hospital; or

[(v)] (IV) detained in jail awaiting action by a grand jury or await-
ing trial or <confined in JAIL OR prison after a conviction for an
of fense other than a felony and stating the place where he OR SHE is so
detai ned or confined[; or

(vi) absent fromthe county of his residence, or if a resident of the
city of New York absent fromsaid city, because of his acconpanying his
spouse, parent or child who falls within one of the foregoing catego-
ries; a statenent that the applicant resides in the sane election
district as such spouse, parent or child, the nanme and address of such
spouse, parent or child, and, unless the application acconpanies the
application of such spouse, parent or child, the information as to the
status of such spouse, parent or child required by the applicable cate-
gory].

(d) Such application shall permt the applicant to apply for an absen-
tee ballot for either a prinmary election or the general election in any
year and for those persons who will be continuously absent from their
county of residence during the period between the fall primary el ection
and the general election in any year to apply for ballots for both such
el ections in such vyear. A VOTER WHO APPLI ES FOR AN ABSENTEE BALLOT
SHALL BE SENT AN ABSENTEE BALLOT FOR ANY SPECIAL ELECTION OR WNTER
PRI MARY THAT OCCURS DURI NG THE PERI OD OF ABSENCE SPECI FIED I N THE APPLI -
CATI ON.

4. A voter who clains permanent illness or physical disability nay
make application for an absentee ballot and the right to receive an
absentee ballot for each election thereafter as provided herein wthout
further application, by filing with the board of elections an applica-
tion which shall contain a statenent to be executed by the voter [show
ing the particulars of his illness or disability]. Upon filing of such
application the board of elections shall [investigate the facts stated
therein and if satisfied as to the truth thereof, shall] cause the
registration records of the voter to be marked "Permanently Di sabl ed”
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and thereafter shall send an absentee ballot for each succeeding prim-
ry, special or general election to such voter at his OR HER | ast known
address by first class mail with a request to the postal authorities not
to forward such ballot but to returnit in five days in the event that
it cannot be delivered to the addressee. The mailing of such ballot for
each el ection shall continue wuntil such voter's registration is
cancel | ed.

S 5. Section 9-209 of the election |aw, as anmended by chapter 251 of
the laws of 1984, the section heading, the opening paragraph and para-
graph a of subdivision 2 as anended by chapter 179 of the |aws of 2005,
paragraph a of subdivision 1 as anended by chapter 165 of the | aws of
2009, subparagraph 3 of paragraph a of subdivision 2 as added by chapter
248 of the laws of 2009, paragraph b of subdivision 2 as added and para-
graphs ¢ and e of subdivision 2 as relettered by chapter 94 of the |aws
of 1987, subparagraph 1 of paragraph b of subdivision 2 as anended,
subpar agraph 2 of paragraph b of subdivision 2 as added and subparagraph
3 of paragraph b of subdivision 2 as renunbered by chapter 155 of the
laws of 1994, paragraph ¢ of subdivision 2 as added by chapter 352 of
the | aws of 1986 and paragraph d of subdivision 2 as anended by chapter
79 of the laws of 1992, is amended to read as foll ows:

S 9-209. Canvass of absentee, mlitary and special ballots and ballots
cast by voters wth registration poll records mnmissing on days of
el ection or voters who have not had their identity previously verified
or who have noved after registering. Before conpleting the canvass of
votes cast in any primary, general, special, or other election at which
voters are required to sign their registration poll records before
voting, the board of elections shall proceed in the manner hereinafter
prescri bed to cast and canvass any absentee, mlitary, special presiden-
tial, special federal or other special ballots which were not cast and
canvassed at the polling place, and any ballots voted by voters who
noved wthin the county or city after registering, voters who are in
i nactive status, voters whose registration was incorrectly transferred
to anot her address even though they did not nove, or voters whose regis-
tration poll records were mssing on the day of such election or voters
who have not had their identity previously verified or whose registra-
tion poll records did not showthemto be enrolled in the party in which
they claimed to be enrolled. Each such ballot shall be retained in the
ori ginal envel ope containing the voter's affidavit and signature, in
which it is delivered to the board of elections until such tine as it is
to be cast and canvassed.

1. [a.] (A) The board of elections shall designate itself or such of
its enployees as it shall deem appropriate as a set of poll <clerks to
cast and canvass such ballots, and fix a tinme and place for their neet-
ing for such purpose, provided that such nmeeting shall be no nore than
fourteen days after a general or special election and no nore than ei ght
days after a primary election at which such ballots are voted. The board
may designate additional sets of poll clerks and if it designates nore

t han one such set shall apportion anmong all such sets the election
districts fromwhich such ballots have been received, provided that al
such ballots froma single election district shall be assigned to a

single set of clerks, and that each such set shall be divided equally
bet ween representatives of the two ngjor political parties. Each such
set of clerks shall be deened a central board of inspectors for purposes
of this section.

[b.] (B) At least five days prior to the tine fixed for such neeting,
the board shall send notice by first class nmail to each candi date, poli-
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tical party, and independent body entitled to have had watchers present
at the polls in any election district in the board's jurisdiction. Such
notice shall state the tinme and place fixed by the board for such
canvass.

[c.] (© Each such candidate, political party, and i ndependent body
shall be entitled to appoint such nunber of watchers to attend upon each
central board of inspectors as such candidate, political party, or inde-
pendent body was entitled to appoint at such election in any one
el ection district for which such central board of inspectors is desig-
nated to act.

2. [a. 1.] (A(l) Upon assenbling at the tine and place fixed for such
neeting, each central board of inspectors shall cast and canvass the
envel opes and the ballots therein contained as nearly as practicable in
t he manner provided by this chapter for a board of inspectors to consid-
er, cast, and canvass absentee ball ot envel opes and ballots at the poll -
i ng pl ace.

[2.] (Il) If the board of inspectors determnes that a person was
entitled to vote at such election it shall cast and canvass such ball ot
i f such board finds that mnisterial error by the board of elections or
any of its enployees caused such ball ot envel ope not to be valid onits
face.

[3.] (1I1) If the board of elections determnes that a person was
entitled to vote at such election, the board shall cast and canvass such
ballot if such board finds that the voter appeared at the correct poll-
ing place, regardless of the fact that the voter may have appeared in
the incorrect election district.

[b. 1.] (B)(l) Such board of inspectors shall also cast and canvass
any federal wite-in ABSENTEE ballots validly cast by an absentee VOTER
A mlitary VOTER or A special federal voter for the offices of president
and vice-president, United States senator and representative in
congr ess. SUCH BOARD OF | NSPECTORS SHALL ALSO CAST AND CANVASS ANY
FEDERAL WRI TE- | N ABSENTEE BALLOTS VALIDLY CAST BY A M LITARY VOTER FOR
ALL QUESTI ONS OR PROPCSALS, PUBLI C OFFI CES OR PARTY POSI TI ONS FOR WHI CH
A M LI TARY VOTER | S OTHERW SE ELI G BLE TO VOTE AS PROVIDED |IN SECTI ON
10-104 OF TH S CHAPTER.

[2.] (Il) Federal wite-in ABSENTEE ballots shall be cast and
canvassed only if: (A) an application for an absentee, mlitary or
special federal ballot was received from the absentee, mlitary or
speci al federal voter at least thirty days before election day[, 1f];
(B) the federal wite-in ABSENTEE ballot was submtted from | NSIDE OR
outside the United States[, if] BY AMLITARY VOTER OR WAS SUBM TTED
FROM OUTSIDE THE UN TED STATES BY A SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTER;, (C) such
ballot is received by the board of elections not later than [seven]
THI RTEEN days followi ng the day of election OR SEVEN DAYS AFTER A PRI MA-
RY ELECTION, and [if] (D) the absentee, mlitary or special federa
bal | ot which was sent to the voter is not received by the board of
el ections by the [seventh] THI RTEENTH day foll owi ng the day of A GENERAL
OR SPECI AL el ection OR THE SEVENTH DAY AFTER A PRI MARY ELECTI ON.

(rrr)y If such a federal wite-in ABSENTEE ballot is received after
el ection day, the envelope in which it is received nust contain: (A a
cancel lation mark of the United States postal service or a foreign coun-
try's postal service[, or]; (B) a dated endorsenment of receipt by anoth-
er agency of the United States governnent[,]; OR (C) |IF CAST BY A MLI-
TARY VOTER, THE SI GNATURE AND DATE OF THE VOTER AND ONE W TNESS THERETO
with a date which is ascertained to be not |later than the day before
el ecti on day.
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[3.] (IV) If such a federal wite-in ABSENTEE bal | ot contains the nane
of a person or persons in the space provided for a vote for any office,
such ballot shall be counted as a vote for such person or persons. A
vote for a person who is the candidate of a party or independent body
either for president or vice-president shall be deened to be a vote for
bot h the candi dates of such party or independent body for such offices.
If such a ballot contains the nanme of a party or independent body in the
space provided for a vote for any office, such ballot shall be deened to
be a vote for the candidate or candidates, if any, of such party or
i ndependent body for such office. In the case of the offices of presi-
dent and vice-president a vote cast for a candidate, either directly or
by witing in the nane of a party or independent body, shall also be
deened to be votes for the electors supporting such candidate. Any
abbrevi ation, msspelling or other mnor variation in the form of the
nane of a candidate or a party or independent body shall be disregarded
in determning the validity of the ballot, if the intention can be
ascert ai ned.

[c.] (C The follow ng provisions shall apply to casting and canvass-
ing of all such ballots which are counted by machine and all other
provisions of this chapter with respect to casting and canvassi ng such
ball ots which are not inconsistent wwth this paragraph shall be applica-
ble to such ballots.

[1.] (1) Such ballots shall be counted by placing them arranged by
el ection district, in the counting machine.

[2.] (Il) Such ballots nmay be separated into sections before being
pl aced in the counting machi ne.

[3.] (Ill1) Any wite-in ballots and any ball ots which cannot be count -
ed by the machi ne shall be counted manually subject to all the applica-
ble provisions of this chapter with respect to counting of [absentee]
bal | ot s.

[4.] (1V) The record of the vote counted by nmachi ne for each candi date
and for and agai nst each ball ot proposal, printed by election district,
shall be preserved in the sane manner and for the sane period as the
returns of canvass for the election.

[d.] (D) Any person |awfully present nmay object to the refusal to cast
or canvass any ballot on the grounds that the voter is a properly quali -
fied voter of the election district, or in the case of a party primry
duly enrolled in such party, or to the casting or canvassing of any
ball ot on the grounds that the voter is not a properly qualified voter
of the election district, or in the case of a party primary not duly
enrolled in such party, or otherwi se not entitled to cast such ballot.
When any such objection is made, the central board of inspectors shal
forthwith proceed to determ ne such objection and reject or cast such
bal l ot according to such determination. |If the board cannot agree as to
the validity of the ballot it shall set the ballot aside, unopened, for
a period of three days at which tine the ball ot envel ope shall be opened
and the vote counted unl ess otherw se directed by an order of the court.

[e.] (E) Upon conpleting the casting and canvassing of ballots as
her ei nabove provided for any election district, the central board of
i nspectors shall thereupon, as nearly as practicable in the nmanner
provided in this chapter for absentee ballots, verify the nunber of
ballots so cast, tally the votes so cast, add such tally to the previous
tally of all votes cast in such election district, and announce the
result.
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S 6. Subdivisions 1 and 2 of section 10-102 of the election |aw,
subdi vi sion 2 as anmended by chapter 373 of the |aws of 1978, are anmended
to read as foll ows:

1. "Mlitary service" neans the mlitary service of the state, or of
the United States, including the arny, navy, marine corps, air force,
coast guard, MERCHANT MARI NE and all conponents thereof, and the coast
and geodetic survey, the public health service, the national guard when
in the service of the United States pursuant to call as provided by | aw,
and the cadets or mdshipnen of the United States MIlitary Acadeny,
United States Naval Acadeny, United States Air Force Acadeny and United
St at es Coast Guard Acadeny.

2. "Mlitary voter" nmeans a qualified voter of the state of New York
who is in the actual mlitary service, as defined in the precedi ng para-
graph of this section, and by reason of such mlitary service is absent
from his election district of residence on the day of registration or
el ection, or a voter who is discharged fromsuch mlitary service within
thirty days of an election and the spouse, parent [and], <child OR
DEPENDENT of such voter acconpanying or being with himor her, if a
qual i fied voter and a resident of the sane election district.

S 7. Subdivisions 3, 4 and 11 of section 10-106 of the election I|aw,
subdi vi sion 3 as added by chapter 165 of the |aws of 2009, subdivision 4
as anended by chapter 262 of the |aws of 2003 and subdivision 11 as
anended by chapter 290 of the laws of 1991, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

3. [Al (A |IN ADD TION TO ANY OTHER METHOD OF REQ STERI NG TO VOTE OR
OF APPLYING FOR A M LI TARY BALLOT, A mlitary voter may J[apply for aj
REQUEST A VOTER REGQ STRATI ON APPLI CATION OR military ball ot APPLI CATI ON
by facsimle transm ssion TO THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS OR pursuant to the
Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act or BY electronic
mai | . WHEN MAKI NG SUCH A REQUEST, THE M LI TARY VOTER MAY DESI GNATE A
PREFERENCE FOR TRANSM SSI ON OF SUCH VOTER REG STRATI ON APPLI CATI ON AND
M LI TARY BALLOT APPLI CATI ON PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 10-107 OF THI S ARTI CLE

(B) THE M LI TARY BALLOT APPLI CATI ON SHALL ALLOW THE M LI TARY VOTER TO
DESI GNATE A PREFERENCE FOR TRANSM SSI ON OF THE M LI TARY BALLOT PURSUANT
TO SECTI ON 10-107 OF TH S ARTI CLE

(©) THE PROCEDURES FOR RECEI VI NG DOCUMENTS FROM AND TRANSM TTI NG DOCU-
MENTS TO A M LI TARY VOTER SHALL, TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, PROTECT THE
SECURITY AND INTEGRITY OF THE M LI TARY VOTER REG STRATI ON AND M LI TARY
BALLOT APPLI CATI ON REQUEST PROCESS AND PROTECT THE PRI VACY OF THE M LI -
TARY VOTER, |INCLUDING THE VOTER S |DENTITY AND OTHER PERSONAL DATA.
NOTHI NG I N TH S PARAGRAPH SHALL LIMT THE |NFORVATION THAT MAY BE
OBTAI NED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 3-220 OF THI S CHAPTER.

4. Not earlier than the ninetieth or later than the seventy-fifth day
bef ore each general election, each county or city board of elections
shall send, |IN ACCORDANCE W TH THE PREFERRED METHOD OF TRANSM SSI ON
DESI GNATED BY THE VOTER PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 10-107 OF THHS ARTICLE, to
each person who is registered as a mlitary voter and to every other
mlitary voter in such county or <city for whom it has a mlitary
address, an application for a mlitary ballot for such general election
in a formprescribed by the state board of elections, which shal
include a place for such mlitary voter to enroll in a party, [on a
postcard bearing] AND SHALL | NCLUDE the return address of such board of
el ections[; provided, however, the county or city board of elections
shall not send such an application to any person who has applied for a
mlitary ballot and is entitled to receive such ballot for such
el ection].
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11. A board of elections may send to any spouse, parent, or adult
child, brother or sister of a mlitary voter serving |INSIDE OR outside
of the continental limts of the United States, an application for a
mlitary ballot, in a formprescribed by the state board of el ections.
Such application shall be on a postcard addressed to the appropriate
board of el ections and shall include the statenent "I understand that
this application will be accepted for all purposes as the equival ent of
an affidavit and, if it contains a material false statenent, shall
subject me to the same penalties as if | had been duly sworn". Such
application may be signed by the spouse, parent or adult child, brother
or sister of such mlitary voter. Upon receipt of such an application
fromsuch a relative of a mlitary voter, the board of elections shall
mail a mlitary ballot to such mlitary voter together with an applica-
tion for a mlitary ballot and instructions that such application nust
be conpleted and returned together wth the envel ope containing the
mlitary ballot. No ballot sent to a mlitary voter upon the application
of a relative of such mlitary voter shall be cast or canvassed unless a
conpl eted application for mlitary ballot signed by such mlitary voter
is [received with such] RETURNED WTHI N THE TIME LIM TS FOR THE RECEI PT
OF THE M LI TARY bal | ot | TSELF

S 8. The election law is amended by adding a new section 10-107 to
read as foll ows:

S 10-107. MLITARY VOTERS; DESIGNATI ON OF MEANS OF TRANSM SSI ON BY
M LI TARY VOTERS. 1. A M LI TARY VOTER MAY DESI GNATE A PREFERENCE TO
RECEI VE A VOTER REGQ STRATI ON APPLI CATI ON, A M LI TARY BALLOT APPLI CATI ON
OR A M LITARY BALLOT BY MAIL, FACSIM LE TRANSM SSI ON OR ELECTRONI C MAI L.
SUCH DESI GNATI ON SHALL REMAI N | N EFFECT UNTIL REVOKED OR CHANGED BY THE
M LI TARY VOTER IF A MLITARY VOTER DOES NOT DESI GNATE A PREFERENCE,
THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL TRANSM T THE VOTER REQ STRATI ON APPLI CA-
TION, MLITARY BALLOT APPLICATION OR MLITARY BALLOT BY MAI L. IF A
M LI TARY VOTER DESI GNATES A PREFERENCE FOR FACSIM LE TRANSM SSION OR
ELECTRONIC MAIL BUT DOES NOT PROVI DE THE NECESSARY FACSI M LE NUMBER OR
E- MAI L ADDRESS, THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL TRANSM T THE VOTER REQ S-
TRATI ON  APPLI CATION, M LI TARY BALLOT APPLI CATI ON OR M LI TARY BALLOT BY
MAI L AND REQUEST THE OM TTED | NFORMATION. ALL COVWMUNI CATIONS TO THE
M LI TARY VOTER SHALL |INCLUDE THE MAILING ADDRESS OF THE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS.

2. | RRESPECTI VE OF THE PREFERRED METHOD OF TRANSM SSI ON DESI GNATED BY
A MLITARY VOTER, A M LITARY VOTER S ORI G NAL COVWPLETED VOTER REG STRA-
TI ON APPLI CATI ON, M LI TARY BALLOT APPLI CATI ON AND M LI TARY BALLOT MJST
BE RETURNED BY MAIL OR | N PERSON NOTW THSTANDI NG THAT A PRI OR COPY WAS
SENT TO THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS BY FACSIM LE TRANSM SSION OR ELECTRONI C
MAI L.

S 9. Subdivision 1 of section 10-108 of the election |aw, as anended
by chapter 262 of the laws of 2003, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. (A Ballots for mlitary voters shall be nailed or otherw se
di stributed by the board of elections, I N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PREFERRED
METHOD OF TRANSM SSI ON DESI GNATED BY THE VOTER PURSUANT TO SECTI ON
10-107 OF THI S ARTI CLE, NOT LATER THAN thirty-two days before a prinary
or general election; twenty-five days before a New York city commnity
school board district or city of Buffalo school district election; [and]
fourteen days before a village election conducted by the board of
el ections; and twelve days before a special election. A voter who
submts a mlitary ballot application shall be entitled to a mlitary
ball ot thereafter for each subsequent el ection through and including the
next two regularly schedul ed general elections held in even nunbered
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years, including any run-offs which may occur; provided, however, such
application shall not be valid for any election held within seven days
after its receipt. Ballots shall also be mailed to any qualified mli-
tary voter who is already registered and who requests such mlitary
bal l ot from such board of elections in a letter, which is signed by the
voter and received by the board of elections not |ater than the seventh
day before the election for which the ballot is requested and which
states the address where the voter is registered and the address to
which the ballot is to be mailed. The board of elections shall enclose
with such ballot a formof application for mlitary ballot. In the case
of a primary el ection, the board shall deliver only the ballot of the
party wth which the mlitary voter is enrolled according to the mli-
tary voter's registration records. In the event a prinmary election is
uncontested in the mlitary voter's election district for all offices or
positions except the party position of nmenber of the ward, town, city or
county commttee, no ballot shall be delivered to such mlitary voter
for such election; and the mlitary voter shall be advised of the reason
why he or she will not receive a ballot.

(B) UPON THE PROCLAMATI ON OF A SPECI AL ELECTION BY THE GOVERNOR OR
OTHERW SE PURSUANT TO LAW EACH BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL, NOT LATER THAN
THREE DAYS AFTER THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF THE DATE OF SUCH SPECI AL ELECTI ON,
TRANSM T BY MAIL, FACSIMLE TRANSM SSI ON OR ELECTRONI C MAI L I N ACCORD-
ANCE W TH THE PREFERRED METHOD OF TRANSM SSI ON DESI GNATED BY THE VOTER
PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 10-107 OF THI S ARTI CLE, A FEDERAL WRI TE- | N ABSENTEE
BALLOT TO ALL M LI TARY VOTERS ELI G BLE TO VOTE BY MLITARY BALLOT |IN
SUCH SPECI AL ELECTI ON.

(©) EACH BOARD OF ELECTIONS WHICH IS SERVED WTH A COURT ORDER
RESTRAI NI NG OR ENJO NI NG THE | SSUANCE OF BALLOTS I N ANY ELECTION, OTHER
THAN A SPECIAL ELECTION, IN WH CH ANY M LI TARY VOTER | S ENTI TLED TO
RECEI VE A BALLOT SHALL | MVEDI ATELY NOTI FY THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS
OF SUCH FACT AND SHALL TRANSM T | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PREFERRED METHOD
OF TRANSM SSI ON DESI GNATED BY THE VOTER, A FEDERAL WRITE-IN ABSENTEE
BALLOT TO ALL M LI TARY VOTERS ELI G BLE TO VOTE | N SUCH ELECTI ON.

(DD A MLITARY VOTER WHO HAS RECEI VED A FEDERAL WRI TE-| N ABSENTEE
BALLOT SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO RECEI VE A CERTI FI ED BALLOT NOTW THSTANDI NG
THE PRIOR TRANSM SSION OF A FEDERAL WRI TE- I N ABSENTEE BALLOT TO SUCH
VOTER PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (B) OR (C) OF THI S SUBDI VI SION.  SUCH CERTI -
FIED M LI TARY BALLOT SHALL BE SENT BY THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS I N ACCORD-
ANCE W TH THE PREFERRED METHOD OF TRANSM SSI ON DESI GNATED BY THE VOTER
PURSUANT TO SECTION 10-107 OF THIS ARTICLE, OR EXPEDITED MAIL IF THE
M LI TARY VOTER HAS NOT EXPRESSED A PREFERENCE TO RECElI VE SAME BY FACSI M
ILE TRANSM SSI ON OR ELECTRONIC MAIL, AND H'S OR HER REQUEST FOR A M LI -
TARY BALLOT WAS MADE AT LEAST THI RTY- TWO DAYS BEFORE THE ELECTI ON.

S 10. Section 10-112 of the election law, subdivision 1 as anended by
chapter 290 of the laws of 1991, is amended to read as foll ows:

S 10-112. Mlitary voter; voting. [1.] The mlitary voter shall mark
the mlitary ballot provided for inthis article in the sanme manner as
an absentee ballot. After marking the ballot, he OR SHE shall fold such
ball ot and enclose it in the [ballot] I NNER AFFI RVATI ON envel ope beari ng
the mlitary voter's [statement] AFFIRVATION ON THE OUTSIDE OF THE
ENVELOPE and seal the envelope. He OR SHE shall then sign the [state-
ment] AFFIRVATION, with the bl anks properly filled in. The I NNER AFFlI R-
MATI ON envel ope contai ning the MLITARY ballot shall then be inserted in
the QUTER envel ope addressed to the appropriate board of elections,
which shall be mailed or [otherwi se] PERSONALLY delivered to such board
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of elections of his OR HER county of residence WTHI N THE TIME LIMTS
PROVI DED BY THI S CHAPTER

S 11. The election law is anmended by adding a new section 10-125 to
read as foll ows:

S 10-125. M LI TARY VOTERS; PRCHI Bl TI NG REFUSAL TO ACCEPT VOTER REG S-
TRATION AND M LI TARY BALLOT APPLI CATI ONS, MARKED M LI TARY BALLOTS, AND
FEDERAL WRI TE- | N ABSENTEE BALLOTS FOR FAI LURE TO MEET CERTAIN REQUI RE-
MENTS. 1. A BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL NOT REFUSE TO ACCEPT AND PROCESS
ANY OTHERW SE VALI D VOTER REG STRATI ON APPLI CATION OR M LITARY BALLOT
APPLI CATION (I NCLUDING THE OFFICIAL POST CARD FORM PRESCRI BED UNDER
SECTI ON 101 OF THE UNI FORMED AND OVERSEAS Cl Tl ZENS ABSENTEE VOTI NG ACT
(42 USC 1973FF)) OR MARKED M LITARY BALLOT SUBM TTED BY MAIL OR
PERSONALLY DELI VERED, SOLELY ON THE BASI S OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) NOTARI ZATI ON REQUI REMENTS;

(B) RESTRI CTI ONS ON PAPER TYPE, | NCLUDI NG VEEI GHT AND SI ZE; OR

(C©) RESTRICTI ONS ON ENVELOPE TYPE, | NCLUDI NG WEI GHT AND SI ZE.

2. A BOARD OF ELECTIONS SHALL NOT REFUSE TO ACCEPT AND PROCESS ANY
OTHERW SE VALI D FEDERAL WRI TE- | N ABSENTEE BALLOT SUBM TTED I N ANY MANNER
BY A M LI TARY VOTER SOLELY ON THE BASI S OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) NOTARI ZATI ON REQUI REMENTS;

(B) RESTRI CTI ONS ON PAPER TYPE, | NCLUDI NG VEEI GHT AND SI ZE; OR

(C©) RESTRICTI ONS ON ENVELOPE TYPE, | NCLUDI NG WEI GHT AND SI ZE.

3. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS, | N COORDI NATI ON W TH COUNTY BOARDS OF
ELECTI ONS, SHALL DEVELOP A FREE ACCESS SYSTEM BY WHICH A M LI TARY VOTER
MAY DETERM NE WHETHER THE M LI TARY BALLOT OF THE M LI TARY VOTER HAS BEEN
RECEI VED BY THE APPROPRI ATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS.

S 12. Subdivision 1 of section 11-106 of the election law is anmended
to read as foll ows:

1. The application forns shall [contain a detachable portion for the
applicant's signature, which portion shall be gutmed on the back for
pasting in the list of special presidential voters, or, in lieu thereof,
the board of elections nay cause to be made, under its supervision, a
photostatic copy of the applicant's signhature as it appears on his
application, and in such case a photostatic copy of the applicant's
signature shall be pasted in the list of special presidential voters in
its proper place] BE IN A FORM PRESCRIBED BY THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS.

S 13. Paragraph d of subdivision 1 of section 11-202 of the election
| aw, as added by chapter 165 of the |laws of 2009, is anmended and two new
par agraphs e and f are added to read as foll ows:

d. [Al IN ADD TION TO ANY OTHER METHOD OF REG STERI NG TO VOTE OR OF
APPLYI NG FOR A SPECI AL FEDERAL BALLOT, A special federal voter may
[apply for] REQUEST A VOITER REGQ STRATION APPLI CATION OR REQUEST a
speci al federal ballot APPLICATION by facsimle transmssion TO THE
BOARD OF ELECTIONS OR pursuant to the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens
Absentee Voting Act or BY electronic mail. WHEN MAKI NG SUCH A REQUEST,
THE SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTER MAY DESI GNATE A PREFERENCE FOR TRANSM SSI ON OF
SUCH VOTER REGQ STRATI ON APPLI CATI ON AND SPECI AL FEDERAL BALLOT APPLI CA-
TI ON PURSUANT TO SECTION 11-203 OF THI' S TI TLE.

E. THE SPECI AL FEDERAL BALLOT APPLI CATION SHALL ALLOW THE SPECI AL
FEDERAL VOTER TO DESI GNATE A PREFERENCE TO RECEI VE THE SPECI AL FEDERAL
BALLOT PURSUANT TO SECTION 11-203 OF THI' S TI TLE.

F. THE PROCEDURES FOR RECEI VI NG DOCUMENTS FROM AND TRANSM TTI NG DOCU-
MENTS TO A SPECIAL FEDERAL VOTER SHALL, TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE,
PROTECT THE SECURI TY AND | NTEGRI TY OF THE SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTER REQ S-
TRATION AND SPECI AL FEDERAL BALLOT APPLI CATI ON REQUEST PROCESS AND
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PROTECT THE PRI VACY OF THE SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTER, | NCLUDI NG THE VOTER S
| DENTI TY AND OTHER PERSONAL DATA. NOTHI NG I N TH S PARAGRAPH SHALL LIMT
THE | NFORMATI ON THAT MAY BE OBTAI NED PURSUANT TO SECTION 3-220 OF TH'S
CHAPTER

S 14. The election law is anmended by adding a new section 11-203 to
read as foll ows:

S 11-203. SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTERS; DESI GNATI ON OF MEANS OF TRANSM SSI ON
BY SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTERS. 1. A SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTER MAY DESI GNATE A
PREFERENCE TO RECEI VE A VOTER REQ STRATI ON APPLI CATI ON, A SPECI AL FEDER-
AL BALLOT APPLICATION OR A SPECI AL FEDERAL BALLOT BY MAIL, FACSIM LE
TRANSM SSI ON OR ELECTRONI C MAI L. SUCH DESI GNATI ON SHALL REMAIN | N EFFECT
UNTI L REVOKED OR CHANGED BY THE SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTER IF A SPECI AL
FEDERAL VOTER DOES NOT DESI GNATE A PREFERENCE, THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS
SHALL TRANSM T THE VOTER REGQ STRATION APPLI CATI ON, SPECI AL FEDERAL
BALLOT APPLI CATION OR SPECIAL FEDERAL BALLOT BY MAIL. IF A SPEC AL
FEDERAL VOTER DESI GNATES A PREFERENCE FOR FACSIMLE TRANSM SSION OR
ELECTRONIC MAIL BUT DOES NOT PROVI DE THE NECESSARY FACSI M LE NUMBER OR
E- MAI L ADDRESS, THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL TRANSM T THE VOTER REQ S-
TRATI ON  APPLI CATI ON, SPECI AL FEDERAL BALLOT APPLI CATION OR SPECI AL
FEDERAL BALLOT BY MAI L AND REQUEST THE OM TTED | NFORMATI ON. ALL COVMUNI -
CATI ONS TO THE SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTER SHALL | NCLUDE THE MAILING ADDRESS
OF THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS

2. | RRESPECTI VE OF THE PREFERRED METHOD OF TRANSM SSI ON DESI GNATED BY
A SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTER, A SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTER' S ORI G NAL COWPLETED
VOTER REG STRATI ON  APPLI CATI ON, SPECI AL FEDERAL BALLOT APPLI CATI ON AND
SPECI AL FEDERAL BALLOT MJST BE RETURNED BY MAIL OR |IN PERSON NOTW TH
STANDI NG THAT A PRI OR COPY WAS SENT TO THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS BY FACSI M
| LE TRANSM SSI ON OR ELECTRONI C MAI L.

S 15. Subdivisions 1, 2 and 4 of section 11-204 of the election |aw,
subdi visions 1 and 2 as added by chapter 8 of the laws of 1978 and
subdi vi sion 4 as anended by chapter 262 of the |aws of 2003, are anmended
to read as foll ows:

1. The registration application forms shall [contain detachable
portions for the applicant's signature. Such portions shall be gumed on
the back for pasting on the registration poll records and central file
registration records. In lieu of such gumed portions the board of
el ections may cause to be made, wunder its supervision, photostatic
copies of the applicant's signature as it appears on his application. In
such case, photostatic copies of the applicant's signature shall be
pasted in the proper places upon such registration poll records and
central file registration records] BE IN A FORM PRESCRI BED BY THE STATE
BOARD OF ELECTI ONS

2. Upon receipt of an application, the board of elections shall deter-
m ne upon such inquiry as it deenms proper whether the applicant has
answered all the questions contained in the application and whet her the
applicant is legally qualified to receive and vote a special federa
ballot. If it finds he is not so qualified, the board shall reject the
application and shall notify the applicant of such rejection and give
the reason or reasons therefor I N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PREFERRED METHOD
OF TRANSM SSI ON DESI GNATED BY THE VOTER PURSUANT TO SECTION 11-203 OF
THS TITLE. Al investigations by the board of elections shall be
concluded and all determ nations nmade not later than the twentieth day
bef ore el ecti on.

4. 1If the board of elections shall determ ne that the applicant making
the application provided for in this section is qualified to receive and
vote a special federal ballot, it shall, as soon as practicable after it
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shall have so determ ned, or not later than thirty-two days before each
general or primary election and twel ve days before each special election
in which such applicant is qualified to vote, or three days after
recei pt of such an application, whichever is later, mail to him OR HER
at the residence address outside the United States shown in his OR HER
application, a special federal ballot [and], an | NNER AFFI RVATI ON envel -
ope [therefor] AND AN OUTER ENVELOPE, OR OTHERW SE DI STRI BUTE SAME TO
THE VOTER | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PREFERRED METHOD OF TRANSM SSI ON DESI G-
NATED BY THE VOTER PURSUANT TO SECTION 11-203 OF THIS TITLE. The board
of elections shall also mail, OR OTHERW SE DI STRI BUTE | N ACCORDANCE W TH
THE PREFERRED METHOD OF TRANSM SSI ON DESI GNATED BY THE VOTER PURSUANT TO
SECTION 11-203 OF THIS TITLE, a special federal ballot to every quali -
fied special federal voter who is already registered and who requests
such special federal ballot fromsuch board of elections in a letter,
which is signed by the voter and received by the board of elections not
|ater than the seventh day before the election for which the ballot is
first requested and which states the address where the voter is regis-
tered and the address to which the ballot is to be mailed. The board of
el ections shall enclose with such ballot a form of application for A
speci al federal ballot.

S 16. Section 11-216 of the election |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdivision 3 to read as foll ows:

3. (A) UPON THE PROCLANMATI ON OF A SPECI AL ELECTI ON BY THE GOVERNOR OR
OTHERW SE PURSUANT TO LAW EACH BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL, NOT LATER THAN
THREE DAYS AFTER THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF THE DATE OF SUCH SPECI AL ELECTI ON,
TRANSM T BY MAIL, FACSIMLE TRANSM SSI ON OR ELECTRONI C MAI L I N ACCORD-
ANCE W TH THE PREFERRED METHOD OF TRANSM SSI ON DESI GNATED BY THE VOTER
PURSUANT TO SECTION 11-203 OF THI'S TI TLE, A FEDERAL WRI TE- I N ABSENTEE
BALLOT TO ALL SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTERS ELI G BLE TO VOTE BY SPECI AL FEDERAL
BALLOT I N SUCH SPECI AL ELECTI ON.

(B) EACH BOARD OF ELECTIONS WHICH |IS SERVED WTH A COURT ORDER
RESTRAI NING OR ENJO NI NG THE | SSUANCE OF BALLOTS | N ANY ELECTI ON, OTHER
THAN A SPECI AL ELECTI ON, | N WHI CH ANY SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTER | S ENTI TLED
TO RECEIVE A BALLOT SHALL | MVEDI ATELY NOTIFY THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTIONS OF SUCH FACT AND SHALL TRANSM T |IN ACCORDANCE WTH THE
PREFERRED METHOD OF TRANSM SSION DESI GNATED BY THE VOTER, A FEDERAL
VRI TE- | N ABSENTEE BALLOT TO ALL SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTERS ELI A BLE TO VOTE
I N SUCH ELECTI ON.

(©) A SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTER WHO HAS RECEI VED A FEDERAL WRI TE- | N ABSEN-
TEE BALLOT SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO RECElI VE A CERTI FI ED BALLOT NOTW THSTAND-
| NG THE PRI OR TRANSM SSI ON OF A FEDERAL WRI TE- I N ABSENTEE BALLOT TO SUCH
VOTER PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (A) OR (B) OF THI'S SUBDI VI SION.  SUCH CERTI -
FIED SPECI AL FEDERAL BALLOT SHALL BE SENT BY THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS I N
ACCORDANCE W TH THE PREFERRED METHOD OF TRANSM SSI ON DESI GNATED BY THE
SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTER PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 11-203 OF THIS TI TLE, OR EXPE-
DITED MAIL |F THE SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTER HAS NOT EXPRESSED A PREFERENCE
TO RECElI VE SAME BY FACSI M LE TRANSM SSI ON OR ELECTRONI C MAIL, AND H' S OR
HER REQUEST FOR A SPECI AL FEDERAL BALLOT WAS MADE AT LEAST THI RTY-TWO
DAYS BEFORE THE ELECTI ON.

S 17. The election law is anmended by adding two new sections 11-219
and 11-220 to read as foll ows:

S 11-219. SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTERS; PRCHI BI TI NG REFUSAL TO ACCEPT VOTER
REG STRATI ON AND SPECI AL FEDERAL BALLOT APPLI CATI ONS, MARKED SPECI AL
FEDERAL BALLOTS, AND FEDERAL WRI TE-I N ABSENTEE BALLOTS FOR FAILURE TO
MEET CERTAIN REQUI REMENTS. 1. A BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL NOT REFUSE TO
ACCEPT AND PROCESS ANY OTHERW SE VALI D VOTER REG STRATI ON APPLI CATI ON OR
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SPECI AL FEDERAL BALLOT APPLI CATION (I NCLUDING THE OFFICIAL POST CARD
FORM PRESCRI BED UNDER SECTI ON 101 OF THE UNI FORMED AND OVERSEAS Cl Tl ZENS
ABSENTEE VOTING ACT (42 USC 1973FF)) OR MARKED SPECI AL FEDERAL BALLOT
SUBM TTED BY MAIL OR PERSONALLY DELIVERED, SOLELY ON THE BASI S OF THE
FOLLOW NG

(A) NOTARI ZATI ON REQUI REMENTS;

(B) RESTRI CTI ONS ON PAPER TYPE, | NCLUDI NG VEEI GHT AND SI ZE; OR

(C) RESTRICTI ONS ON ENVELOPE TYPE, | NCLUDI NG VEI GHT AND SI ZE.

2. A BOARD OF ELECTIONS SHALL NOT REFUSE TO ACCEPT AND PROCESS ANY
OTHERW SE VALI D FEDERAL WRI TE- | N ABSENTEE BALLOT SUBM TTED I N ANY MANNER
BY A SPECI AL FEDERAL VOTER SCLELY ON THE BASI S OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) NOTARI ZATI ON REQUI REMENTS;

(B) RESTRI CTI ONS ON PAPER TYPE, | NCLUDI NG VEEI GHT AND SI ZE; OR

(C©) RESTRICTI ONS ON ENVELOPE TYPE, | NCLUDI NG WEI GHT AND SI ZE.

3. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS, | N COORDI NATI ON W TH COUNTY BOARDS OF
ELECTI ONS, SHALL DEVELOP A FREE ACCESS SYSTEM BY WHI CH A SPECI AL FEDERAL
VOTER MAY DETERM NE WHETHER THE SPECI AL FEDERAL BALLOT OF THE SPECI AL
FEDERAL VOTER HAS BEEN RECEI VED BY THE APPROPRI ATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS.

S 11-220. FEDERAL VOTING APPLICABILITY OF GENERAL PROVISIONS. THE
GENERAL PROVI SIONS OF THI S CHAPTER SHALL APPLY TO THI S ARTI CLE, EXCEPT
AS THEY ARE | NCONSI STENT HEREW TH. THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTI CLE SHALL
BE LIBERALLY CONSTRUED FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVI DI NG SPECI AL FEDERAL
VOTERS THE OPPORTUNI TY TO VOTE. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL HAVE
PONER TO ADOPT AND PROMULGATE REGULATI ONS TO EFFECTUATE THE PROVI SI ONS
OF TH S ARTI CLE.

S 18. This act shall take effect inmediately.



