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STATE OF NEW YORK

10493
| N ASSEMBL Y
April 2, 2010

Introduced by M of A FINCH -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Econom c Devel opnent, Job Creation, Comrerce and | ndustry

AN ACT to anend the econom c developnent law, in relation to enacting
the "North Star Initiative"

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "North Star
Initiative".

S 2. The econoni c devel opnent |law is anended by adding a new article
17 to read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 17
THE NORTH STAR | NI Tl ATI VE
SECTI ON 350. FACI LI TI ES CLOSURE PROCESS.
351. THE NORTH STAR | NI TI ATI VE COW SSI ON.

S 350. FACILITIES CLOSURE PROCESS. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY PROVI SI ON OF
LAW TO THE CONTRARY, NO STATE- OANED AND STATE- RUN FACI LI TY THAT | S SCHE-
DULED TO BE CLOSED SHALL CLOSE WTHIN TWDO YEARS OF THE DATE OF THE
NOTI FI CATION OF CLOSURE. UPON NOTI FI CATI ON, THE PROPOSED CLOSURE SHALL
BE REFERRED TO THE NORTH STAR |IN TIATIVE COW SSION ESTABLI SHED BY
SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED FI FTY-ONE OF THI S ARTI CLE FOR STUDY OF THE EFFECTS
OF THE CLOSURE AND DEVELOPMENT OF A PLAN TO M TI GATE THE ECONOM C | MPACT
OF THE CLOSURE ON THE AFFECTED LOCAL AREA. I N NO EVENT SHALL A FACILITY
BE CLOSED W THIN TWO YEARS AFTER NOTI FI CATI ON OF THE CLOSURE.

S 351. THE NORTH STAR I NI TI ATIVE COMWM SSION. 1. A STATE COMW SSION, TO
BE KNOMN AS THE NORTH STAR | NI TI ATI VE COW SSI ON, HEREI NAFTER REFERRED
TO AS THE COW SSI ON, | S HEREBY CREATED TO EXAM NE, EVALUATE AND DETER-
M NE THE APPROPRI ATE HANDLI NG OF THE CLOSING OF STATE OWED AND RUN
FACILITIES AND TO DEVELOP A PLAN TO M Tl GATE THE ECONOM C | MPACT OF THE
CLOSURE ON THE AFFECTED LOCAL AREA AS PROVI DED I N SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED
FIFTY OF TH S ARTI CLE.

2. THE COW SSI ON SHALL CONSI ST OF MEMBERS AS FOLLOWS:

(A) THE CHAIR OF THE EMPI RE STATE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATI ON;

(B) THE CH EF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF EACH MUNICIPALITY AFFECTED BY
CLOSURES;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(© THE DI RECTOR OF THE ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF EACH REGQ ON
AFFECTED; AND

(D) REPRESENTATI VES FROM THE FI NANCI AL, EDUCATI ON AND BUSI NESS COVMUJ-
NI TY.

3. PRROR TO THE CLOSURE OF A STATE FACILITY, THE COW SSION SHALL
DEVELOP A PLAN TO ADDRESS THE ECONOM C AND QUALITY OF LI FE NEEDS OF THE
COVWMUNI TI ES AFFECTED BY THE CLOSURE OF STATE FACILITIES, |INCLUDING A
COVWPONENT FOR REPLACING LOST REVENUE THAT SI GNI FI CANTLY | MPACTS THE
AFFECTED COVMUNI TY OR COVMUNI TI ES, AND A VI ABLE REUSE OF THE BU LD NG
HOUSING THE FACILITY TO BE CLOSED IN ORDER TO ENSURE THAT ANY ENTI TY
CLOSI NGS DESI GNED TO SAVE TAXPAYER MONEY WOULD ALLOW THE LOCALITY TO
REUSE THE FORMER SITE IN A WAY THAT PROVI DES | NCOVE FOR THE COMMUNI TY
AND d VE THE AFFECTED PERSONNEL TI ME TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR A TRANSFER
TO ANOTHER FACI LI TY OR FI ND ALTERNATI VE EMPLOYMENT IN THE AREA. THE
COW SSION SHALL CREATE A VIABLE REUSE PLAN TAILORED TO AN AFFECTED
LOCAL COMMUNI TY' S SPECI FI C NEEDS TO MAKE UP FOR THE DEVASTATI NG | MPACT
OF FACILITY CLOSURES ON LOCAL ECONOM ES.

4. THE MEMBERS OF THE COWM SSI ON SHALL RECEI VE NO COVPENSATI ON FOR
THEI R SERVI CES, BUT SHALL BE ALLOWED THEI R ACTUAL AND NECESSARY EXPENSES
| NCURRED | N THE PERFORMANCE OF THEI R DUTI ES HEREUNDER. TO THE MAXI MUM
EXTENT FEASI BLE, THE COWM SSI ON SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO REQUEST AND RECEI VE
AND SHALL UTILIZE AND BE PROVI DED W TH SUCH FACI LI TI ES, RESOURCES, AND
DATA OF ANY COURT, DEPARTMENT, DI VISION, BOARD, BUREAU, COW SSION, OR
AGENCY OF THE STATE OR ANY PCOLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON THEREOF AS | T DEEMS
NECESSARY OR DESI RABLE TO CARRY OUT PROPERLY | TS POAERS AND DUTI ES HERE-
UNDER.

5. THE COW SSI ON SHALL RECEI VE A BUDGET DESIGNATED IN THE DEPART-
MENT' S BUDGET WHI CH SHALL BE USED FOR FUNDI NG OF THE COWM SSI ON EXPENSES
AND | NI TI ATI VES.

6. THE COVM SSI ON MAY EMPLOY AND AT PLEASURE REMOVE SUCH PERSONNEL AS
| T MAY DEEM NECESSARY FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF | TS FUNCTI ONS AND FI X THEI R
COVPENSATI ON W THI N THE AMOUNTS MADE AVAI LABLE THEREFOR.

7. THE COW SSI ON SHALL MEET W THI N THE STATE, SHALL HOLD PUBLI C HEAR-
I NGS, AND SHALL HAVE ALL THE POWERS OF A LEGQ SLATIVE COW TTEE PURSUANT
TO THE LEGQ SLATI VE LAW

8. THE COW SSION SHALL SUBM T I TS FI NDI NGS AND RECOMVENDATI ONS FOR
THE GOVERNANCE OF THE CANAL CORPORATION IN A REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR, THE
TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, AND THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY NO
LATER THAN ONE YEAR AFTER | T FI RST CONVENES.

S 3. Section 100 of the econom c devel opnent |aw is anended by addi ng
a new subdivision 48 to read as foll ows:

48. TO DEVELOP, | N CONJUNCTION W TH THE COW SSI ONER OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE, A PROPCSAL TO BE SUBM TTED TO THE GOVERNOR AND
THE LEGQ SLATURE, AND RECOMMENDATI ONS FOR LEG SLATI ON REGARDI NG THE
| MPLEMENTATI ON OF VARI QUS TAX | NCENTI VES AND TAX EXEMPTI ONS FOR CAPI TAL
GAINS FOR | NVESTMENT I N VACANT FACI LI TIES CLOSED | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE
PROVI SI ONS OF ARTI CLE SEVENTEEN OF THI S CHAPTER

S 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i Mmedi at e-
ly, the addition, amendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation
necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are
aut hori zed and directed to be made and conpl eted on or before such date.



