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STATE OF NEW YORK

10262
I N ASSEMBLY
March 16, 2010

Introduced by M of A COLTON, SWEENEY -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Environnmental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to the
di sposal and renoval of mercury sw tches from autonobil es

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 27-2101 of the environnental conservation law is
anended by adding three new subdivisions 30, 31 and 32 to read as
fol | ows:

30. "MOTOR VEH CLE MERCURY SW TCH' MEANS A LI GHT SW TCH OR AN ANTI LOCK
BRAKI NG SYSTEM SW TCH THAT CONTAI NS MERCURY AND WAS | NSTALLED BY THE
MANUFACTURER I N A MOTOR VEHI CLE.

31. "END OF LIFE VEH CLE" MEANS ANY | DENTI FI ABLE MOTOR VEH CLE, W TH
OR W THOUT ALL COVPONENT PARTS, WHICH IS IN SUCH CONDITION THAT ITS
H GHEST OR PRIMARY VALUE IS EITHER IN I TS SALE FOR REUSABLE COVPONENTS
OR RECYCLABLE MATERI ALS.

32. "AUTOMOTI VE RECYCLER' MEANS AN | NDIVIDUAL OR BUSINESS THAT IS
ENGAGED I N THE ACT OF BUYI NG OR ACQUI RI NG MOTOR VEHI CLES FOR THE PURPCSE
OF DI SMANTLI NG, SELLI NG, OR OTHERW SE PROCESSI NG COVPONENTS AND RECYCLA-
BLE MATERI ALS, AND IS LI CENSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHI CLES AS A
VEH CLE DI SMANTLER

S 2. The environnental conservation lawis anmended by adding a new
section 27-2119 to read as foll ows:

S 27-2119. REMOVAL, COLLECTION AND RECOVERY OF MOTOR VEH CLE MERCURY
SW TCHES.

1. MANUFACTURERS OF MOTOR VEHI CLES SOLD AT RETAIL IN THIS STATE THAT
CONTAIN "MOTOR VEH CLE MERCURY SW TCHES" SHALL, | NDIVIDUALLY OR COLLEC
TI VELY, ESTABLI SH AND | MPLEMENT A COLLECTI ON AND RECOVERY PROGRAM FOR
SUCH SW TCHES. ALL MANUFACTURERS OF MOTOR VEH CLES SOLD AT RETAIL IN
THI' S STATE SHALL SUBM T TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR REVIEW AND APPROVAL, A
PROPCSED PLAN TO REMOVE, COLLECT AND RECOVER MOTOR VEH CLE MERCURY
SW TCHES FROM END OF LI FE VEHI CLES. SUCH COLLECTI ON AND RECOVERY SYSTEM
SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO THE FOLLOW NG

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(A) | NFORMVATI ON | DENTI FYI NG THE MAKE, MODEL AND YEAR OF MOTOR VEH CLES
EQUI PPED W TH MOTOR VEH CLE MERCURY SW TCHES;

(B) A DESCRI PTI ON OF THE ACCEPTABLE METHODS OF REMOVAL OF SUCH SW TCH
ES; AND

(© A METHOD TO COLLECT AND STORE SW TCHES AND THE MERCURY RECOVERED
FROM THEM

2. MANUFACTURERS SHALL BEAR THE TOTAL COST OF | MPLEMENTI NG THE SYSTEM
AND THE REMOVAL, AND COLLECTI ON OF SW TCHES. SUCH COSTS SHALL | NCLUDE,
BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO, THE FOLLOW NG

(A) THE PROVI SI ON OF AN APPROPRI ATE CONTAI NER OR CONTAI NERS FOR USE BY
AUTOMOTI VE RECYCLERS FOR THE SAFE STORAGE OF AND TRANSPORT OF MERCURY
SW TCHES EXTRACTED FROM END OF LI FE VEH CLES;

(B) ACCEPTANCE, STORAGE AND TRANSPORT OF ANY APPROVED CONTAI NER
CONTAI Nl NG MERCURY SW TCHES ALONG W TH THE PAYMENT OF A FEE OF FOUR
DOLLARS FOR EACH MOTOR VEH CLE MERCURY SW TCH REMOVED BY AN AUTOMOTI VE
RECYCLER AND DELI VERED TO SUCH MANUFACTURER. THE FEE SHALL SERVE AS
PARTI AL COVPENSATI ON FOR SUCH RECYCLER S LABOR AND ANY OTHER COSTS ASSO
Cl ATED W TH SUCH MERCURY SW TCH REMOVAL;

(©) THE PACKAG NG AND CONTAI NER NECESSARY FOR COLLECTI ON AND SHI PMENT
OF MERCURY SW TCHES TO RECYCLI NG, STORAGE OR DI SPCSAL FACI LI Tl ES;

(D) THE COST OF SHI PPI NG MOTOR VEHI CLE MERCURY SW TCHES TO RECYCLI NG,
STORAGE OR DI SPCSAL FACI LI TIES; AND

(E) THE COST OF RECYCLI NG STORAGE OR DI SPOSAL OF MOTOR VEHI CLE MERCU-
RY ADDED SW TCHES.

3. WTH N N NETY DAYS OF THE RECEI PT OF A MANUFACTURER S PLAN, THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL DETERM NE WHETHER THE PLAN COWVPLI ES W TH THE PROVI SI ONS
OF THI S SECTI ON, AND APPROVE OR DI SAPPROVE THE PLAN. | F SUCH PLAN IS
APPROVED, THE MANUFACTURER SHALL BEGQ N | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE PLAN W THI N
THI RTY DAYS OF RECEI PT OF THE APPROVAL FROM THE DEPARTMENT. |F SUCH PLAN
| S Dl SAPPROVED, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL | NFORM THE MANUFACTURER AS TO THE
REASONS THE PLAN WAS DI SAPPROVED. THE MANUFACTURER SHALL SUBMT A
REVI SED PLAN W THI N THI RTY DAYS OF RECEI PT OF A NOTI CE OF DI SAPPROVAL.

4. (A) EVERY AUTOMOTI VE RECYCLER SHALL REMOVE ANY MERCURY SW TCH I N AN
END OF LI FE VEH CLE PRI OR TO DI SMANTLI NG THE VEH CLE OR SENDING I T TO BE
SHREDDED, CRUSHED OR OTHERW SE DESTROYED. AFTER REMOVI NG THE MERCURY
SW TCH THE AUTOMOTI VE RECYCLER SHALL PLACE THE SWTCH IN A CONTAI NER
PROVI DED BY THE MANUFACTURER. WHEN THE CONTAINER | S FULL THE AUTOMOTI VE
RECYCLER SHALL RETURN THE CONTAINER TO THE MANUFACTURER WHO SHALL
DI SPOSE OF THE SW TCHES | N ACCORDANCE W TH STATE AND FEDERAL LAW

(B) THE AUTOMOTI VE RECYCLER SHALL CERTIFY THAT ANY AND ALL SW TCHES
HAVE BEEN REMOVED FROM AN END OF LI FE VEH CLE PRI OR TO SHREDDI NG CRUSH-
| NG OR OTHERW SE DESTROYI NG THE VEHI CLE. NO PERSON SHALL REPRESENT THAT
MOTOR VEH CLE MERCURY SW TCHES HAVE BEEN REMOVED FROM AN END OF LI FE
VEHI CLE, SOLD, G VEN OR OTHERW SE CONVEYED FOR RECYCLING WHEN SUCH
PERSON KNOAS OR HAS REASON TO KNOW THAT SUCH SW TCHES HAVE NOT BEEN
REMOVED.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw, provided that effec-
tive inmediately any rules, regulations and acti ons necessary to inple-
ment the provisions of this act on its effective date are authorized to
be comrenced and conpleted prior to such date.



