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Introduced by M of A Del MONTE, SCH MM NGER, ROBI NSON, GABRYSZAK,
GUNTHER, BALL -- Muilti-Sponsored by -- M of A EDDI NGTON, HOOPER
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and referred to the Commttee on Tourism Arts and Sports Devel opnent

AN ACT to amend the arts and cultural affairs law, in relation to
authorizing volunteer fire and anbul ance conpanies to receive grants
for |ocal government records managenent i nprovenent

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The Ilegislature finds that volunteer fire and anbul ance
conpani es performa vital function for the nunicipalities which they
serve, one that is essential to the health, safety, and welfare of al
persons within such rmunicipalities. Such functions are therefore a
publ i c purpose. Thus, the public records of volunteer fire and anbul ance
conpanies are a matter of great inportance and concern to the state and
are necessary to the adm nistration of the nunicipalities which they
serve. These public records docunent the |egal responsibilities of the
vol unteer fire and anbul ance conpanies and the reciprocal rights and
liabilities of the nunicipalities which they serve. These essentia
public records provide citizens and other public officials with a neans
of nonitoring the entitlements and obligation of nmunicipalities and the
expenditure of public funds. In addition, such records also reflect the
hi stori cal devel opment of the conmunities served by such volunteer fire
and anbul ance conpani es.

Such records are necessary to nunicipalities in connection wth
service award progranms for volunteer firefighters and vol unteer anbu-
| ance workers pursuant to articles 11-A, 11-AA, 11-AAA, and 11- AAAA
respectively, of the general rmunicipal |aw. These records are equally
necessary in connection with nunicipalities' obligations pertaining to
vol unteer firefighters under article 10 of the general nmunicipal |aw

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD0O0856- 01- 9



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

A. 1026 2

S 2. Subdivisions 1 and 3 of section 57.17 of the arts and cultura
affairs law, as added by chapter 737 of the laws of 1987, are anmended to
read as foll ows:

1. "Local governnent" neans any county, city, town, village, schoo
di strict, board of cooperative educational services, district corpo-
ration, public benefit corporation, public corporation, FIRE COVPANY AS
DEFI NED | N SECTI ON THREE OF THE VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTERS' BENEFIT LAW
AVMBULANCE COMPANY AS DEFI NED | N SECTI ON THREE OF THE VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE
WORKERS' BENEFI T LAW or other governnent created under state |aw that
is not a state departnent, division, board, bureau, comm ssion or other
agency, heretofore or hereafter established by |aw

3. "Local officer"” shall nean and include a |ocal officer as defined
in section two of the public officers |aw and any officer of a public
benefit corporation, FIRE COVWANY AS DEFINED I N SECTI ON THREE OF THE
VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTERS' BENEFI T LAW OR AMBULANCE COVPANY AS DEFINED I N
SECTI ON THREE OF THE VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE WORKERS' BENEFI T LAW

S 3. The commissioner of education is hereby authorized and directed
to pronulgate any rules or regulations necessary to effectuate the
provi sions of this act.

S 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



