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STATE OF NEW YORK

1025
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2009

Introduced by M of A Del MONTE, LUPARDO FIELDS, GUNTHER, STIRPE, COOK
-- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A BRENNAN, DESTITO  GABRYSZAK, KOON
PEOPLES, REILLY, SWEENEY, TOMS -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Tourism Arts and Sports Devel opnent

AN ACT to create a tenporary New York state conm ssion on the devel op-
ment of a nuseumthat honors the history and m ssion of the state's
forest rangers, game protectors, and environnmental conservation offi-
cers; and providing for the repeal of such provisions upon expiration
t her eof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The |I|egislature hereby finds and
declares there is a need to create a New York state nmuseum to pronote,
di splay and honor the worigin, history, work and achi evenents of the
state's forest rangers, game protectors, gane wardens and environment al
conservation officers.

The legislature finds that the creation of a New York state conmm ssion
is necessary to bring together persons qualified by experience and/or by
powers vested in them by their offices to devel op, plan, pronote and
gui de the devel opment of such a nuseum

S 2. 1. There is hereby created a tenporary state comrission to be
known as the "New York state conm ssion on the history of conservation
of ficers nuseunt.

2. As used in this act: "Conm ssion"” neans the New York state comm s-
sion on the history of conservation officers nuseumcreated by this
secti on.

3. a. The conm ssion shall consist of 17 nenbers to be appointed as
fol | ows:

The comm ssioner of the departnment of environnental conservation or
his or her duly designated representative; two nenbers of the departnent
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of environnental conservation's office of public protection, of which
one shall be a nenber of the division of forest protection and fire
managenent and one shall be a nmenber of the departnment of environnental
conservation's division of law enforcenment; the conmm ssioner of the
department of education or his or her duly designated representative; an
appoi ntee of the Fish and WIldlife Managenent Board; one nenber desig-
nated by the New York State Qutdoor Witers' Association; three nenbers
who shal |l be appointed by the governor; three nmenbers who shall be
appointed by the tenporary president of the senate; three nmenbers who
shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly; one nmenber appointed
by the mmnority |eader of the senate; and one nenber appointed by the
mnority | eader of the assenbly.

The comm ssioner of the departnent of environmental conservation or
his or her duly designated representative shall serve as chair of the

comm ssion. Appointed nenbers shall serve at the pleasure of the
appointing official or body. Vacancies shall be filled in the sane
manner provided for original appointnments.

b. The nenbers of the comm ssion shall receive no conpensation for

their services but shall be reinbursed for their actual and necessary
expenses incurred by themin the performance of their duties.

c. Notwi thstandi ng any inconsistent provision of any general, specia
or local law, ordinance, resolution or charter, no officer, nenber or
enpl oyee of the state or of any public corporation shall forfeit his or
her office or enploynment by reason of his or her acceptance of appoint-
ment as a menber of the conmmi ssion, nor shall service as such conmm ssion
nmenber be deened i nconpatible or in conflict with such office or enpl oy-
nment .

d. The comm ssion shall appoint such staff as may be necessary to
carry out its duties.

S 3. The comm ssion shall have the follow ng powers and duti es:

1. To plan, propose and develop a suitable nmuseumthat w Il honor,
di splay and pronote the history, origin, devel opment and achi evenents of
the state's outdoor gane, fish, and forest protectors and |aw enforce-
ment officers, known generally as forest rangers and environnental
conservation officers, and to highlight their role in New York's
protection of waters, |ands, forests, fish and gane;

2. To identify a suitable location for such a nmuseum which nay be
| ocated in existing buildings, facilities and offices maintained by the
state;

3. To identify and acquire artifacts, nenorabilia, unifornms and equi p-
ment of historic significance in the devel opnment of the ranger, gane
protector and environmental conservation officer services for display in
t he nmuseum

4. To encourage public appreciation for the beneficial role played by
game protectors, forest rangers and environnmental conservation officers
in protecting our fish, wildlife and natural resources in New York's
hi story;

5. To pronote the nuseum as an educational resource; and

6. To encourage students to consider careers as forest rangers and
envi ronment al conservation officers.

S 4. The conmm ssion may enploy and at pleasure renbve such personne
as it my deem necessary for the performance of its functions and fix
their conpensation within the amounts made available by appropriation
therefor. The comm ssion may neet and hold public and/or private hear-
ings within or without the state, and shall have all the powers of a
| egi sl ative committee pursuant to the |egislative |aw.
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S 5. The conmssion may request and shall receive from any subdivi -
sion, departnent, board, comm ssion, office, agency, or other instrunmen-
tality of the state or of any political subdivision thereof such facili-
ties, assistance and data as it deens necessary or desirable for the
proper execution of its powers and duties and to effectuate the purposes
set forth in this act.

S 6. The commission is hereby authorized and enpowered to enter into
any agreenents and to do and performany acts that nmy be necessary,
desirable or proper to carry out the purposes and objectives of this
act, and may accept donations to help fund the devel opnent of the nuse-
um

S 7. This act shall take effect imrediately and shall expire Decenber
31, 2014 when upon such date the provisions of this act shall be deened
r epeal ed.



