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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: | invite
Monsi gnor Kevin Sullivan, from Church of
Qur Saviour in New York, New York, to join us.

MONSI GNOR SULLI VAN: As we begin
this session, |let us bow our heads and call to
mnd, in addition to being in one another's
presence, we are in God's holy presence.

Al m ghty God, we ask Your blessing
upon this New York State Senate. Bless the work
to foster the common good throughout all the
counties and communities of New York State.

May this body work toward especially
t he poor and the vul nerabl e bei ng protected,
feeling safe, that they may advance further in
their |ives.

On this day when we recogni ze the
| egacy of Dorothy Day, who spent so nuch tine in

Staten Island, may her |egacy be an inspiration
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that we all can change and grow, that we are not
paral yzed by our past but that we can nove in new
directions as we open ourselves to growh. And
as we see new insights, that we continue to build
upon them

May we be |ike her, passionate and
perseverant in commtnment to our val ues and our
beliefs. But yet nmay we draw from her
inspiration, be respectful of those with whom we
di sagree, and not be vitriolic in the way we
describe their notives.

Al m ghty God, these days we nust ask
You to reduce the hate that is in our world. W
remenber in a special way those who were victins
of the shooting in the nbsque in San Diego. W
remenber those who are victins of violence at
synagogues in New York and ot her pl aces.

And Al m ghty God, even though we are
in New York State, we ask you to protect those in
ot her countries, Christians in N geria and
el sewhere. May those who believe in You by
what ever nanme we call You, not use our belief in
You to spew hate and divi siveness on others.

Saf eguard all in New York State:

Qur long-termresidents who for decades and
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centuries have given so nmuch to build this great
state. And also watch over those newconers,
i mm grants and refugees, who seek to build a new
life here and seek safety.

And as we draw to the end of May and
t he begi nning of June, a special blessing of the
students of New York State. May this year be
finished well. May their sunmers be tines of
recreation and refreshnent.

And Al m ghty God, we ask Your
bl essings on all, that we mght |live worthy of
bei ng made in Your inmage and |ikeness.

And | et us all say anen.

(Response of "Amen.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
May 19, 2026, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Monday, My 18,
2026, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.
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Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.

There will be an i medi ate neeting
of the Rules Conmttee in Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 2:59 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
3:04 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
there's a report of the Rules Conmittee at the
desk. Please take that up at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bill:

Senate Print 10544, by
Senat or Serrano, an act naking appropriations for
t he support of governnent.

The bill reports direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to accept
the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the report of the
Rul es Comm ttee please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
report of the Rules Conmittee is accepted.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he suppl enental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1283, Senate Print 10544, by Senator Serrano, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity and appropriation at desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
a message of necessity and appropriation at the
desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to accept
t he nmessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the nmessage pl ease signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,

nay.
(Response of "Nay.")
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
nmessage is accepted, and the bill is before the
house.
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SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
will be laid aside.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the supplenental cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease go to the
readi ng of the controversial supplenenta
cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1283, Senate Print 10544, by Senator Serrano, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
O Mara, why do you rise?

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
M. President. WII Senator Serrano yield for
some questions on this extender bill?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Wil
Senat or Serrano yield?

Senat or Serrano yi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
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Senat or .

On this 14th extender bill on this
| at e budget, how nmuch nore are we appropriating
and t hrough when?

SENATOR SERRANC Thr ough you
M. President. Senator O Mara, this indeed is
our 14th extender. |t does contain $1.9 billion
i n addi tional spending, which brings us to a
total of $33.7 billion through these extenders.
And it does take us through Tuesday, May 26t h.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

If the Senator will yield for
anot her question, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or, do you
expect the joint budget conference comrttees to
neet before we take up any of the budget bills?

SENATOR SERRANC Through you
M. President. Senator O Mara, things have been

certainly noving quickly in the | ast 48 hours.
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W are seeing the light at the end of the tunnel
for this budget, thankfully.

And this budget extender gets us at
| east to continue the operation of state
government while we finalize all of the different
itens.

But as far as the understandi ng and
t he di scussion around this budget, it has
certainly been ongoing. It has been conveyed
t hrough nedia reports, and there's been quite a
bit of discussion about all of the different
policy items as well as budget itens at this
point. So certainly this has been w dely
reported and di scussed.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: It's ny

under st andi ng, Senator, that we have one of the
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remai ni ng nine budget bills that's in print that
we'll be taking up today, and that's the ELFA
bill.

When will we have the other eight
bills?

SENATOR SERRANC Thr ough you
M. President. You're correct, we do have the
ELFA bill ready to go, hopefully today.

The other bills, | believe they wll
be cl osi ng down over the next few days. And I
suspect that we will begin voting early next week
on the remaining bills of this budget.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: You just said that
hopefully we'll be taking up the ELFA bill today.
What did that nean?

SENATOR SERRANO Ckay. Well,

until there's a bill in front of nme. But yes, |
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believe we will. | amnore than hopeful. | am
pretty sure.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senator. | was pretty sure too.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR O MARA: But you nmade ne
second-t hi nk that.

M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: It was ny
understanding that there m ght be a second bil
com ng, either for a vote today or tonorrow,
whi ch in nmy understandi ng was going to be PPGG

Where do we stand on that bill?

SENATOR SERRANC Through you

M. President. W're continuing to close that

down. M understanding is that we will hopefully

have sonething to vote on tonorrow for that.

But the ELFA bill is certainly ready
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to go. W can begin with that. So I think we
can all hang our hat on the fact that budget
bills are comng to us. W wll begin, we wll
have a robust debate and di scussi on surroundi ng
that bill today.

W will be able to really have the
opportunity to understand everything that is in
that bill and vote on it. And over the next few
days, and including next week, we will conpletely
shut down this budget and have everything done.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senator, can you
tell us what the open, unresolved issues are for
the remaining bills to take up?

SENATOR SERRANC Through you
M. President. There's been |ots of nedia
specul ation and reports out there on different

issues. And it's been pretty clear that we're
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com ng together and finding cohesion and
coalition around those different issues.

And | think we are at that point now
where we are starting to go to print on all of
the remaining issues. | can't really specul ate
on what the different issues nay have been or
continue to be at this point, because it is very
fluid. But | do feel very confident that we are
at the end of that road.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

On the bill, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
O Mara on the bill.

SENATOR O MARA: You know, it's --
this whol e process renains very disconcerting to
me, that we're asking specific questions on what
i ssues are unresolved and we're getting responses
about things that have been discussed in the
medi a.

Well, we're the elected
representatives, not the reporters. And we're
t he ones representi ng 300-and-sone-t housand
peopl e each in our districts. And we're not

getting answers to these questions on nine
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remai ni ng budget bills, only one of which we have
before us to take up shortly, | believe.

And it's just -- it's very
unfortunate that this is what this process has
devolved to, with no information bei ng shared,
apparently even to the Majority nenbers, on where
t hings stand on these issues. And certainly no
i nformati on being shared to the citizens of
New York State on where these -- where this
budget process stands, what's actually being
di scussed.

Yet we're going to be presented with
bills on 12, 15 hours notice that we're going to
be having to vote on here shortly.

It's just -- it's the wong way to
be approaching this. And |I'mjust very concerned
with this process. And it's unfortunate for the
citizens of New York State that we have to
proceed this way.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator O Mara

Are there any other Senators w shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
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now cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 15. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1283, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Rhoads and Wi k.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Ckay, now back
to notions and resol utions.

Let's take up previously adopted
Resol ution 1493, by Senator Scarcell a- Spanton,
read its title and call on Senator
Scar cel | a- Spant on, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
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Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1493, by
Senat or Scar cel | a- Spant on, conmenorating the
45t h Anni versary of the death of Dorothy Day,
venerable Catholic lay | eader, journalist, and
cof ounder of the Catholic Wrker Mvenent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Scarcel | a- Spanton on the resol ution.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, M. President.

And t hank you, Monsignor Sullivan,
for that wonderful invocation

Today it's nmy great privilege to
cormenorate the Iife and | egacy of Dorothy Day, a
woman whose i nfluence stretches far beyond
hi story, beyond the Catholic Church, and beyond
t he novenent that she hel ped to build.

For many of us on Staten |sland,
Dorot hy Day does not feel |ike a distant figure,
she feels |ike sonmeone who's fam liar and
per sonal

| first | earned about Dorothy Day
years ago when | was a student at St. John Villa
Acadeny, ny all-girl Catholic high school. So

where el se would | be | earning, of course.
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| renmenber finding her incredibly
interesting, but at that stage of ny life |
nostly knew the version of Dorothy Day that many
peopl e know, the broad strokes: The journalist,
the activist, the founder of the Catholic Wrker,
t he woman who was di scussed in classroons and
books, and the hopeful | y-one-day saint.

Even then, there was al ways
sonet hi ng about her that felt different to ne.
Perhaps it was because she was not just a
historical figure to Staten |Islanders, but a
per son who bel onged to the place we all cal
home. She wal ked our streets, prayed in our
churches, raised her daughter here, spent summers
on our beaches, and built a huge part of her life
in the nei ghborhoods that we call hone.

Over time, | started to realize that
Dorothy Day's story was not only about faith and
activism but it was about Staten Island itself,
about how our borough shaped the woman who woul d
go on to shape so nany others.

Ri ght after Thanksgiving |ast year,
| happened to be flipping through the
Staten |sland Advance and saw there woul d be a

mass hel d on Novenber 29th, the anniversary of

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4888

Dorothy Day's death. And sonething conpelled ne
to attend, so | did.

Li steni ng about her story in mass
that nmorning cracked open the desire to learn so
much nore about her -- not just about the version
that we hear, but the woman herself. It led ne
to nmeeti ng Anne-Loui se, who we have here today,
who got ne interested in reading her books and
t he books her famly had witten as well.

What struck ne nost was the nore |
| ear ned about Dorothy Day, the nore human she
becanme. Sonetines history gives us a version of
a person which is polished and easy to digest,
but the story |I have |earned recently about the
wonman | admire and hope to see becone a saint was
not sinple at all.

From t he pages that nake her cone
alive, Dorothy Day was dynam c, passionate,
deeply faithful, a person full of conviction,
sacrifice, struggle, love -- and ny personal
favorite, sonetimes contradiction. Wich who
anong us isn't?

| have becone fascinated by the
| ayers and | ayers of what made Dor ot hy, Dorot hy.

| have begun reading the letters she wote
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t hroughout her life, a fascinating journey which
further shows how fully human she was -- not

unt ouched by pain or conflict or |onging,
westling with [ife, westling with |ove,
westling with sacrifice but finding deep faith
through it all, and finding the dignity in al
peopl e.

Toget her with Peter Maurin, she
hel ped build the Catholic Wrker nmovenent during
one of the nost difficult parts of Anerican
hi story. What began as a newspaper which sold
for a penny becanme sonething far greater -- a
novenent rooted in hospitality, labor rights, and
the belief that every human bei ng possesses
i nherent dignity.

Dorot hy Day and Peter Maurin
chal I enged people to look directly at poverty,
injustice and suffering, not as an abstract
political issue but as human realities demandi ng
bot h conpassi on and acti on.

What makes her | egacy so enduring is
that she did not sinply wite about these ideals,
she lived them She opened hones, shared neal s,
wel comed strangers, and built a novenent centered

on the belief that every person nmatters.
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The deeper | get into her history,
the nore | change how | approach nmy own work and
life. She's notivated me to sl ow down and see
the humanity in every constituent case, every
interaction, and every person who reaches out for
hel p.

I n government and public service, as
probably all of us in this roomknow, it is so
easy to nove on fromone issue to the next. But
the | essons of Dorothy Day rem nd us that every
i ssue belongs to a human being. Every call for
hel p bel ongs to a person carrying burdens we nmay
never fully see. And that perspective has stayed
with me deeply.

As a nother, Dorothy Day's life
speaks in another profound way. | think about
what it nmeant for her to raise her daughter Tamar
whil e serving and sacrificing so nuch of her
hersel f, whil e bal anci ng not her hood.

Her story is the story of so many
wonen who qui etly make sacrifices every day to
build a better world around themwhile trying to
be the best nmomthey can be.

That is why Dorothy Day resonates so

strongly to so many people. People see
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t hensel ves in her. She was |ayered, conplex, and
deeply human. And today as we comenorate the
45t h anni versary of her passing, it is especially
nmeani ngful that we are joined by people who
continue to carry her |egacy forward.

I'd like to extend a heartfelt
wel come to George Horton and his wife,

Carol yn Zablotny. GCeorge is the vice postul ator
of the Dorothy Day Quild. Kevin Ahern, chair of
the Dorothy Day Guild, along with his awesone
daught er 1sl ay.

I slay, hi! Good to see you.

And ny friend Anne-Loui se DePal o,
who founded Desert Day House, |eading retreats
for folks to wal k where Dorothy once wal ked.

And whil e she could not be here
today in person because she's with her own
grandchi |l dren, which only makes the Dorothy Day
famly even nore relatable, | have been in touch
wi th her granddaughter Martha, who |I've had the
privilege of speaking with over the |ast few
weeks as this special day cane together.

For Martha, when you see this, your
grandnother's |ife continues to inspire people in

ways that are deeply personal and transformative.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4892

Thank you for sharing your grandnother with us
today and for allowing ne to have the privil ege
of recogni zi ng her on the Senate fl oor.

| pray soon we will have St. Dorothy
Day and her legacy will continue to shape the
world for generations to come, especially on
Staten |sland.

Thank you. | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Ranos on the resol ution.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
M. President.

You know, there's a photo of
Dorothy Day hanging in my dining room | keep it
there not as decoration but as a rem nder to ny
children, to ny famly, and sonetines even to
nmysel f, as we eat, that we have a responsibility
to those who have | ess than we do.

And Dorot hy Day understood that
responsi bility deeply. Through the
Cat hol i ¢ Wor ker novenent she built something
rooted in a radical but sinple idea: Hunman
dignity isn't conditional -- not on imrgration

status, not on wealth, not on whether society
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consi ders soneone inportant.

She believed faith has to be lived.
And Dorothy Day believed that if we claimto see
Jesus in scripture, then we should al so be able
to see himin the hungry, the worker, the
i mm grant, the unhoused, and the person society
has deci ded to overl ook.

She believed faith was not about
power or performance, it's about how we treat
people. In soup kitchens, in shelters, on
pi cket lines with workers, alongside farmwrkers
demanding dignity and fair treatnent. She
understood that poverty is not a personal
failure, it's a societal responsibility. And she
under st ood t hat conpassion w thout nateri al
change is just performnce.

Dorot hy Day once said "W | ove God
as nmuch as the person we |love the least.” At a
time when too many working famlies are
struggling to afford housing, food, healthcare
and stability, Dorothy Day rem nds us that
justice is not abstract. It's whether workers
are treated with dignity, whether children go
hungry, whether the poor are seen as burdens or

as human bei ngs deserving of care.
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And as | awrakers, that challenge
bel ongs to us too. Because values only matter if
t hey shape how we govern

In the work |I've tried to do for
farmwrkers, donestic workers, underpaid workers,
i mm grant workers and famlies struggling to stay
afloat in New York, | often think about people
| i ke Dorothy Day who understood that dignity nust
be protected not only through charity, but
t hrough justice. Not only through kindness, but
t hrough systens that val ue human bei ngs.

She didn't separate faith from
public life. She brought noral clarity into
public life. And in nmonents |ike this, | think
we are called to do the sane.

So today we honor Dorothy Day not
only for what she believed, but for how she
lived -- with humlity, with courage, and with a
relentless commtnment to human dignity.

| want to thank Senator
Scarcel | a- Spanton for highlighting one of the
greatest New Yorkers who has ever |ived.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank

you, Senator Ranops.
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Senat or May on the resol ution.
SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
M. President.

And | al so want to thank
Senat or Scar cel | a- Spant on and Senator Ranobs for
your words, and the fam |y of Dorothy Day for
sharing her with the world.

In Syracuse is a place where
Dorot hy Day canme often. She worked with the
Berrigan brothers in the Catholic Wrker
Movenent .

And her legacy lives onin a
not-for-profit known as Friends of Dorothy in
Syracuse, which is run by two nen
M chael DeSalvo and Nick Orth, who started in
1992 opening their home to nmen who were dyi ng of
Al DS and whose fam lies had turned their backs on
them who struggled to find hospice care or
anyone who would care for them And M chael and
Ni ck have continued caring for people at the end
of their Iives who were outcast in various ways
fromsociety, for 34 years.

It is a remarkabl e organi zati on
inspired by a remarkable wonman. And | lift them

up today as well as this entire novenent that, as
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Senat or Ranps said, is for people who are
otherwise left in the shadows and don't have the
support that they need.

So | proudly vote aye on this
resol ution. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator My.

The resol ution was adopted on
January 28th

Senator -- and before we go to our
Senator, to our guests, | welcone you on behal f
of the Senate. W extend to you the privileges
and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze
Senat or Skoufis for an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Skoufis for an introduction.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thank you very
much, M. President.

In the event that ny many

constituents in the gallery are not keeping their
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eyes glued to Channels 83 or 108 when they're
back hone and watching us, they got a real treat
real |y wat ching denocracy in action just before,
as we passed our | atest budget extender.

But today is one of ny favorite days
of spring during legislative session, a day where
each year | get to invite and wel cone the
val edi ctorians and salutatorians fromthe dozen
hi gh schools in the 42nd Senate District.

There's sone extra brain power in the chanber

t oday.

And as we all know, it takes a great
deal of dedication, fortitude -- yes, of course,
academc talent -- in order to rise to one of the

two hi ghest ranks of their graduating cl asses.
But they go beyond acadeni c success, to a person.
They're |l eaders in their schools and communiti es;
t hey' re nenbers of various service organizations,
and active participants in clubs and nusi cal
groups, sports, athletics, and the list goes on
and on.

Many of them-- there are
20 students with us today. Many of them are here
with their parents. And certainly behind every

great student are great parents or caretakers.
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And so | welcome and congratul ate them as well.

And whet her upon graduation they're
going off to college or the mlitary or for sone
period of time traveling, I w sh them nothing but
conti nued success, and the best. And it's a
privilege to be able to represent them

And nost inportantly from ny
perspective, | hope they either stay or return to
New York where their talents and their expertise
are so desperately needed.

Wth that all said, | do want to
acknow edge the 20 students who are here for the
Senate record.

From Cornwal I Central Hi gh School
nmy honet own, we have Marisa Barnsby and
Sl av M shkovski .

From George F. Baker Hi gh School
Kayl ei gh Donnelly and Logan Saari - Poznanski .

From Goshen Central Hi gh School
we have Mehri Chezel - Ayagh and
Dal ton Fortugno-Harris.

From M ddl et own Hi gh School, we have
Mat t hew MacKay and Renata Rugeri o.

From M ni sink Valley H gh School, we

have Conner Doane and Colin Hansen.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4899

Fromny al ma nater, Mnroe-Wodbury
H gh School, we have Prasad Saha and Luka Joncic.

From Pi ne Bush Hi gh School, we have
Lucas Mei sel and Leah Meberg.

From Port Jervis Hi gh School, we
have M chell e G nena and Kayl ei gh Wi ght.

FromS.S. Seward Institute, the
val edictorian there is Al exander Vargas.

From Warwi ck Vall ey Hi gh School, the
salutatorian i s Nathan Link.

And from Washi ngtonville Hi gh
School, we have Joseph Millan and Carol i ne Korba.

It's a privilege to represent these
extraordi nary constituents.

And M. President, if you could
pl ease afford themthe privil eges and
cordialities of the floor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Skoufis.

To our extraordinary students who
are joining us today, | welcone you on behal f of
the Senate. W extend to you the privil eges and
courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze
Senat or Jackson.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Jackson for an introduction.

SENATCOR JACKSON: Good afternoon,
everyone. |'m State Senator Robert Jackson from
the 31st Senatorial District in
Nort hern Manhattan in the Northwest Bronx, and
|"m here with approxi mately 25 students, high
school students from Yeshiva University Cvic
Educati on Day.

And so | had the opportunity to go
upstairs while they were waiting to cone in, and
we shook hands and took pictures. And they were
very, very pleased to be here in the Capitol with
us, knowi ng that they were going to be watching
denocracy in action.

And so this is denocracy, whether
you agree or disagree, whether it's -- you're
right or you're wong. But this is what we do
here in the State Senate.

So to the students from Yeshiva

University Civic Education Day, | welconme you to
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the State Senate and | ask the chair to pl ease
give themthe courtesy of the house.

And t hank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Jackson.

To our students, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

At this time let's take up
previ ously adopted Resol ution 1939, by
Senat or Cooney, read that resolution's title and
recogni ze Senator Cooney, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1939, by
Senat or Cooney, nourning the death of
Freddi Macek, distinguished citizen and devot ed
menber of her conmunity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
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Cooney on the resol ution.

SENATOR COONEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

|"mso grateful for this opportunity
to honor ny friend and a friend of so many:

Freddi Macek, who sadly passed away | ast
Novenber .

For those who knew Freddi, they knew
her passion, her endl ess determ nation, her
hurmor, and her commitnment to students and workers
al i ke.

I'd like to extend a warm wel cone to
menbers of Freddi's union famly who join us here
t oday, those who stood beside her in the work she
cared so deeply about: Maria Fisher,
representing AFSCME, along with Brian MDonal d
from AFSCME. Eddi e Santiago, fromI|AFF. And
Kevin Eitzmann, fromthe State AFL-Cl O

Thank you for being here to
acknow edge Freddi's lasting inpact and | egacy,
as she leaves, with the |Iabor community. Freddi
spent over three decades as a second-grade
teacher in the Rochester City School District, ny
al ma mater, shaping the | eaders of tonorrow and

instilling a love of learning in each generation.
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The inmpact she had on these students
is truly imeasurable. Her support, her care and
expertise could always be felt with each cl ass
and with each individual student.

But what nade Freddi so special is
that her passion didn't end at the classroom
door. She was a fierce union advocate, fighting
for a better quality of life for her fell ow
instructors. Through the Rochester Teachers
Associ ati on and NYSUT, Freddi enbodi ed what it
nmeans to be union strong. And she never truly
sl owed down. Even in her eighties, Freddi
remai ned involved in community organi zing. It
was this boundl ess passion that served as an
inspiration to so nany.

And while her |oss has been felt
comunity-wi de, her legacy will continue on in
every student, friend, neighbor, and | oved one
she had the privilege of knowing. And we had the
privilege of know ng her.

It's my great honor to be able to
recogni ze her today and to show her the
appreciation froma state that deserved a union
| eader, a teacher, and a friend to so nany.

Madam Presi dent, | vote aye.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Cooney.

To our guests fromthe union famly
of Freddi Macek, we wel cone you. W acknow edge
her. W cherish her nmenmory and her work. W
appreci ate you being here in her nmenory, and we
will keep it alive.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on April 28th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze
Senat or Weber for an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Weber for an introduction.

SENATCR WEBER: Good afternoon,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Today it's my great honor to rise
and wel come a very special group of guests here
inthe gallery. And we recognize the grow ng
contributions, culture, and heritage of the
I ndi an Anerican comunity across the State of
New Yor k.

As many of our colleagues know,
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August has been officially recogni zed as
| ndi an Anerican Heritage Month here in New York
State, a neaningful opportunity to celebrate the
hi story, tradition, achievenents and enduring
i mpact of Indian Anericans in every corner of our
st at e.

| especially want to thank Dr. Aney
Paul for once again organizing this tripto
Al bany. Year after year, Dr. Paul, who's also a
Rockl and County | egislator, has hel ped strengthen
t he connecti on between communities across
New York State and their state governnment, while
al so rem nding all of us of the inportance of
ci vic engagenent, cultural understanding, and
public service. W are grateful for your
| eadershi p and dedi cati on.

| al so want to acknow edge the
| eaders of the outstanding organizations
represented here today.

From t he Rockl and I ndian Cul tural
Heritage and Arts Awareness Cl ub, we have
Shai m Jacob

It's nice to see you, Shaim . How
are you?

Representing the Hudson Val |l ey
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Mal ayal ee Association, we're joined by my good
friends Noah George and Paul Karukappillil.

The Indian Cultural Society of
Rockl and' s president, Suresh lyer, is also here
as wel | .

The chairman and founders of
Jeevan Jyoti: Suresh and Manta Arya.

And finally, nenbers of the
Al bany AAPI, and the Wrld Yoga Community.

So many great friends are here today
that 1| would like to recognize them It's great
that you' re here today.

You know, each of these
organi zations plays an inportant role in
preserving traditions, supporting famlies,
pronoti ng educati on, encouraging cul tural
exchange and buil ding stronger communities
t hroughout our state.

| " m especially proud to represent
Rockl and County, one of the nobst culturally
di verse counti es anywhere in New York State.
That diversity is truly one of our greatest
strengt hs.

Throughout the year | have the

privilege of attending so many wonderful | ndian
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American events in ny district, fromcultura
festivals and holiday celebrations to community
gat herings, educational prograns, and charitable
events.

Every one of those experiences
reflects the incredible warnth, generosity, and
spirit of service that defines the community.

Whether it's cel ebrating Diwali
participating in cultural performances, enjoying
incredible food that |I've gotten to really like,
or sinply spending tine with famly and community
menbers, |'m always rem nded how fortunate we are
to live in a place where so nmany cultures cone
together while we still proudly preserve their
uni que identities and traditions.

The I ndian Anerican community has
contributed enornously and continues to
contribute enormously to New York in business, in
nmedi ci ne, education, technol ogy, public service,
the arts, and countless other fields. But just
as inmportantly, this conmunity continues to
strengthen the social fabric of our nei ghborhoods
t hrough volunteerism faith, famly val ues and
civic participation.

So today, on behalf of the New York
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State Senate, | extend our sincere gratitude and
appreciation to all the guests that are here

today. Thank you for being with us here. Thank

you for all that you do for our communities. And

t hank you for hel ping make New York a richer and
nore vi brant state.

Madam Presi dent -- oh,
M. President, sorry. You changed. Please
extend to the guests here today all the
cordialities of this great esteened body.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Wber.

To our Indian Anerican guests, |
wel comre you on behalf of the Senate. W extend

to you the privileges and courtesies of this

house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
at this tinme there will be an i medi ate neeting

of the Finance Conmittee in Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There
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will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Fi nance Conmttee in Room 332.

SENATCR G ANARI S: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 3:38 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
3:47 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
there's a report of the Finance Commttee at the
desk. Please take that up

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, reports the
following bill:

Senate Print 9006C, Budget Bill, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

The bill reports direct to third

r eadi ng.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Finance Conmttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the report of the
Fi nance Commttee pl ease signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
report of the Finance Committee is accepted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he suppl enental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Serrano
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
Fi nance, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 10006C and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
9006C, Third Readi ng Cal endar 1284.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Is there a

nmessage of necessity at the desk?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Ch, sorry.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
a nmessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to accept
t he nessage.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1284, Assenbly Bill Nunber 10006C, Budget Bill,
an act to anmend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
a nmessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you. |
nove to accept the nessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the nmessage pl ease signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
nmessage i s accept ed.

The bill is before the house.
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SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
will be laid aside.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the supplenental cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he controversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1284, Assenbly Bill Nunber 10006C, Budget Bill,
an act to anmend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, |
bel i eve there's an amendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Borrello.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,
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M. President, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that Senator Borrello be heard on that
appeal .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senator Borrello may be heard.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President.

Well, we have a uni que opportunity
at this nonent. So we have before us a budget
bill that I amtold, if it passes, wll extend
the electric school bus mandate for five years.

So what ny anmendnent will do is it
will include a NYSERDA study on the effectiveness
of electric school buses. So if we're going to
take five years and we're going to delay it,
let's actually make sure we do sonet hing
productive in that five years to ensure that this
truly will work, and where it will work and where
it won't work.

So this is very germane to this
budget bill because it's indeed about addi ng sone
substance to this five-year delay on this EV
school bus nandat e.

So, M. President, | would certainly
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| ove to have this ruled germane so that we can
nove forward productively with this delivery in
the electric school bus nandate.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Borrello.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCOR LANZA: Show of hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: A show of
hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: As we begin
debate on this bill, I would ask my coll eagues in

the Mnority to identify the part of the bill

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4915

that they intend to debate as they get up. In
t he absence of Senator Krueger, we will have
vari ous nmenbers defending the bill, and it would
be hel pful to nove things along if we know which
part is being debat ed.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
O Mara, why do you rise?

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
M. President. | have some questions on the
fi nanci al plan.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Senator Liu wll
address those questions, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Liu, do you yield?

SENATOR LI U: | do yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senator. Good afternoon.

We have a financial plan before us
t hat was handed up at sone point last night. It
shows an increase in state funds in this budget
by 8.5 percent, with total State Operating Funds
being $161.4 billion.
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Do we have the revenue bill before
us in this house?

SENATOR LI U: Thr ough you,
M. President, we don't have the revenue bill
yet, but it is expected to be finalized by the
m ddl e of next week.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
M. President. |If the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCOR LI U Yes, | do,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, the
Al'l Funds budget at this point is $268 billion in
this budget, up nearly 4 percent fromlast year.

Can you explain the sources of
revenue that we're going to be collecting,
ultimately through the revenue bill, which is the
maj or part of this budget?

SENATOR LI U: Thr ough you,
M. President. The Senator is right, and it's a

3.8 percent increase over fiscal '26. And the
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tax receipts are al so expected to increase
commensurately, so that we have nore or less a
bal anced budget .

To answer your question, nost of the
tax grow h conmes from econom c grow h.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCOR LI U Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Since we're
predi cting an over 6 percent increase in tax
revenues in this financial plan, does that
i ndicate the econony in the State of New York is
doing fairly well?

SENATOR LI U: Thr ough you,

M. President. Yes, it does.

In fact, you may recall the end of
cal endar year 2025, just a few nonths ago,
revenues canme in $4 billion ahead of what was
expected at the tinme.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
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Senat or .

M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCR LI U Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Wth the taxes
anticipated to raise -- tax collections
anticipated to raise by over 6 percent this
com ng year, the increase in the State Operating
Funds part of this budget is an 8.5 percent
i ncrease.

Can you explain how or why the
grow h of State QOperating Funds disbursenments is
out pacing the growmth of the tax revenue increase?

(Pause.)

SENATOR LI U: Thr ough you,

M. President.

Part of the -- a large anount of the
grow h in spending ahead of the growmh in
revenues is the fact that we do have to nake up
for many of the federal cuts that have been

i nposed upon our state.
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And as you know, we try to hel p our
fell ow New Yorkers who have been hurt by the
federal budget cuts.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCOR LI U Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Wiile the State
Operating Funds budget is expected to grow
8.5 percent in this budget, over the |ast
two years it's grown 21 percent, far outpacing
inflation and certainly far outpacing any federal
cuts that have happened.

So, you know, we keep a 2 percent
tax cap on all our |ocal governnments and school
districts, yet here we exceed that 2 percent with
a 21 percent increase in state operating spendi ng
over a two-year period.

How can we justify that?

SENATOR LI U: Thr ough you,
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M. President. The expenditures have risen, but
so have our overall receipts, to the point we
have nore or | ess a bal anced budget |i ke we had
in past years.

And a great deal of the revenue
i ncrease i s because of a robust econony.

Not wi t hst andi ng the dire predictions of
forecasters fromyears past, the state econony
continues to bring in those tax revenues.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCOR LI U Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: But yet, Senator,
we're expected to start voting on this first of
t he remai ning nine budget bills today w thout
having a revenue plan in place -- at |east the
budget in pl ace.

Shoul d we be proceeding with this
budget wi t hout having all conmponents of it put

t oget her and have a whol e budget for us to be
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consi dering as a whol e?

Because the individual pieces al
need to add up to this amount in the financial
plan. Yet we only have one of those budget Bills
before us today. How can we responsibly be
proceeding with votes on this bill?

SENATOR LI U: Thr ough you,

M. President. Although we may not have the

details that will be spelled out in the revenue
bill, we do know what the revenues are going to
be. | believe we're |ooking at the sane chart.

So the revenues are going to be
sufficient to fund the expenditures that we're
expecting for fiscal year 2027. And this is also
inline with past practice. This is not the
first year that we'll be voting on sone of the
budget bills prior to the finalization of the
revenue bill.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR LI U: Yes, | do.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: " m al ways amused
by the argunent that that's the way we' ve al ways
done it, so let's continue to do it that way.

W did it that way when we were in
the majority. You didn't like it. You' re doing
it that way when you're in the mgjority. W
don't like it. | didn't like it then, | don't
like it now | don't think it's responsible
government. Yet the spending continues to go up
astronom cal |l y.

Can you tell us, Senator, what
revenue -- what taxes are being increased to help
generate the revenue to support this budget?

SENATOR LI U: Thr ough you,

M. President. There are no significant
increases in tax rates levied at the state |evel.

A lot of it has been driven by
econonmic growh. Some people will credit a
strong Wll Street environment for that. But
that reflects the overall state of our New York
econony. And so that's what's been driving the
i ncreases in tax revenues.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
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Senat or .

M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCR LI U Yes, | do,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: What i nsignificant
tax increases can you tell us are going to be
i ncluded in this budget?

SENATOR LI U: Thr ough you,

M. President, there are no tax rate increases.
Revenue i ncreases, yes, but not increases in
rates. And no new taxes that | can recall off
the top of ny head.

There may be sone mnor fee
increases that | don't recall right now W can
get you a list of those a little bit later. But
really the answer to your question is no new
t axes.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

M. President, if the Senator wl|

continue to yield.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCR LI U Yes, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: WI1l there be any
personal income tax rate reductions com ng forth?

SENATOR LI U: Thr ough you,

M. President, no.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Through you, M. President, if the
Senator will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR LI U Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Wth increasing
revenues due to the econony humm ng al ong and
Wal |l Street doing well, we have the revenues, we
have the resources. So your side of the aisle
thinks it's better to just spend all that noney
rat her than giving maybe a tax break to
New Yor ker s?

SENATOR LI U: Thr ough you,
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M. President. W are stepping up to help fellow
New Yorkers that were hurt by HR 1, the federa

tax bill that was passed | ast year. And that tax
bill actually gave many New Yorkers a substantia
t ax break.

So if you look at the overall tax
burden of New Yorkers, that's decreased for many
of the highest-incone New Yorkers.

W haven't increased tax rates for
New Yorkers in this budget. W don't plan to do
so. And the -- could we have offered additional
tax breaks? That woul d have been difficult,
given that the federal budget already inposed
huge burdens on our New York budget in our desire
to take care of fell ow New Yorkers.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

M. President, if the Senator would
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCOR LI U Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: The over al
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concerns we continue to hear over and over again
are the cuts of the federal governnent.

The cuts, at |east according to this
financial plan, are expected to be about
$7 billion, yet we're increasing spending by
13 or 14 billion dollars fromlast year. So
t hose federal cuts don't seemto be inpacting our
overal |l budget and ability to provide for
New Yor ker s.

And we have increased revenues
com ng, yet we're giving no tax breaks to any
New Yorkers. So | still don't see how we justify
not providing sone relief, and way outpacing a
2 percent growmh in this.

But to nove on in the financial
plan -- and it's not in here, but what are the
proj ected outyear gaps based on the structure of
this budget we're proceeding with?

(Pause.)

SENATOR LI U: Thr ough you,
M. President. | don't have the outyear budget
gaps, but they're simlar to the anounts
presented in the Executive Budget.

But they'll be at |east a couple of

billion dollars.
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SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR LI U Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: There will be at
| east a couple of billion dollars? | nean, in
prior years we were |ooking at 20 to 30 billion
dollars in outyear gaps. So has that been
cl osed?

SENATOR LI U: Thr ough you,

M. President. They have not been closed. They
are going to be simlar to what they are as
presented in the Executive Budget. Perhaps we
can get a copy of that shortly.

SENATOR O MARA: Do you have those
or you don't have those?

SENATCOR LI U | don't have them on
hand. But why don't we get a copy of themrea
gui ck.

SENATOR O MARA: Ckay. 1'Il nove

on, then. Thank you, Senator.
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M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR LI U Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, what is
t he expected cost of the reforns being considered
to Tier 67?

SENATOR LI U: Thr ough you,
M. President, the Tier 6 negotiations or
negotiations to amend Tier 6 are still underway.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR LI U Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: lt's difficult to
debate this budget with eight of nine budget
bills not being in front of us or in print, or

t hese deci sions having been nade. So that's
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concerning with noving forward at this point.

Can you tell us, Senator, we're
passing -- we're noving this bill today with a
nmessage of necessity, a bill that was introduced
|ater last night. The Constitution requires
three days waiting period. W don't have eight
of the nine renmaining budget bills.

What is the rush to get this bill
done today that we couldn't wait the
constitutionally mandated three-day waiting
peri od?

SENATOR LI U: Thr ough you,

M. President, we're trying to get the budget
done as expediently as possible.

And in particular, this budget bil
i ncl udes the funding for our public schools
t hroughout the State of New York. And as you are
i kely aware, many of our school districts, they
need their nunbers. They need their nunbers as
soon as possible. So this is an urgent nmatter.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR LI U Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or, our
school districts needed a budget before
yesterday, when all their budgets went to vote.
And so voters and school districts blindly put
forth a budget and went to vote on a budget not
knowi ng what that school aid was going to be.

Wil e we now have school runs today,
when were those school runs actually determ ned?

SENATOR LI U: Thr ough you,

M. President. |'mnot exactly sure when the
St at e Education Departnent delivered the schoo
runs. But those school -- the results of those

school runs are reflected in this particul ar

budget .

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCOR LI U Yes, | do,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Since the main
thing in this first bill of ELFA is the |ocal
school aid that's in there, and really not a
whole ot else in this budget bill before us, why
couldn't or why shouldn't that have been done
weeks ago? We're nearly eight weeks late on this
t he budget at this point, and we will be next
week. We just did an extender into next week.

So | don't see the urgency of having
to pass this today with a nessage of necessity
when we' ve extended the operations of governnent
into next week.

Do you, Senator, expect that we're
going to get the remaining eight budget bills
| ater today and expected to vote on them
t hr oughout the weekend?

SENATOR LI U: Thr ough you,

M. President, | don't expect that we'll be

voting throughout this inportant Menorial Day

weekend.

There's sone expectation that one
ot her budget bill nmay conme before the weekend.
And then we will finish the remaining bills next
week.
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SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
M. President. |If the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCR LI U Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: So at best, we
m ght get through two of the nine remaining
budget bills before the weekend.

| see no reason why these, since the
school budget votes have already been taken, why
these couldn't be held for the three-day waiting
period to get feedback from our constituents on
this. It really nakes no sense.

You know, as of -- can you tell ne,
Senat or, as of about this tinme yesterday
afternoon, around 3:30 or so -- and it's a little
after 4:00 right now today -- the word fromthe
majorities in the Legislature were there weren't
going to be any budget bills this week, we'd be
doi ng t hem next week.

And then | guess the Governor

pitched a fit and now, today, we mracul ously

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4933

came up with one budget bill to nove forward and
maybe two bill before this weekend, yet we're
still proceeding with a nmessage of necessity.

What is the urgency to nove on this
t oday? Because the CGovernor wanted it done
t oday?

SENATOR LI U: Thr ough you,

M. President. As you know, Senator, sonetines
we -- oftentines, things happen a little bit
| ater than we expect.

In this case, surprisingly,
pl easantly so, we're able to nove qui cker than
was expected yesterday. And | for one amgl ad
we' re noving ahead with this.

Your continuing question of the need
for the nessage of necessity -- again, we want to
get this done as quickly as possible. GCetting
this bill out of the way frees us up to
finalizing and voting on the remaining bills.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR LI U Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, once this
bill, this ELFA bill was put into print |ast
ni ght, that was set. And you can nove on to
wor ki ng on the other eight budget bills and wait
the three days to take that bill up so that we
woul d neet the constitutional requirenents of a
t hree-day waiting period.

It just nakes sense to nme to be
nmoving forward with this.

Senat or, thank you for your answers
to the questions.

And just on the bill briefly --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
O Mara on the bill.

SENATCR O MARA: -- M. President.

| believe we're premature in
bringing this bill up. W should have a conplete
budget before us, every aspect of it, not noving
parts.

Voting on a massive anount of
spendi ng for education w thout even having a
revenue plan -- and the revenue bill, as far as

where these -- how these revenues are going to be
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produced, and the other spending areas of the
budget, it's a pieceneal. And clearly we're not
going to have the rest of the budget bills

conpl eted before this weekend, a holiday weekend.
W' Il be into next week.

There's no reason that we coul dn't
and that we shouldn't be waiting the
constitutionally required three days just so
sonmebody can say we got the budget process
started and we passed a bill by this date.

It's by no nmeans a conpl et e budget.
This is -- continues to be bad governnent. The
increases in this spending continue to be
astronomcal, with a 21 percent increase in State
Operating Funds, the increase in the last two
years far outpacing inflation.

The ot her side of the aisle
continues to conplain about the federal
government and the inpacts that it has, yet the
spendi ng continues to go through the roof
unabated. The spending increases are far greater
t han what ever cuts have been proposed by the
federal governnment that may or may not cone
forth. Those remain to be seen.

And this is not a sustainable
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budget, a sustai nabl e spending plan. It
continues to go up, far exceeding the 2 percent

i ncreases that we require every other |ocal
government in this state, and school district, to
abi de by, or require a 60 percent vote of that,
which is not a requirenent here. W need

51 percent.

It is just spending out of control,
spending that is higher, far higher than states
| arger than the State of New York. It is just --
| don't see how it keeps going wthout inploding
on New Yorkers. And | think that's why we're
seei ng the exodus of people from New York fl eeing
to these other states that are now | arger than
us.

We continue to rely on significant
revenues fromWall Street, which is a great
industry in this state that we seemto be doing
everything we possibly can to run it out. W're
hearing fromthe | eaders of those major
institutions of the efforts underway and the
expansion that they're having in other states,
particularly Texas and Florida -- that that
revenue source is going to dwndle and it's going

to dry up, and it's going to be a ngjor
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catastrophe for this state because we have no
control over the unabated spending in this state,
and providing no relief to New York State

t axpayers.

When affordability is the buzzword
of the day, nothing, not one tax decrease in this
budget that we've seen so far. Eight bills
remain to come. | won't hold ny breath to see
themin there.

But this -- to conplain, you know,
about the federal governnment over and over and
over, yet continually outpace increases in
spendi ng by whatever cuts there will or m ght
possi bly be com ng, we continue to outspend those
with no concern for that whatsoever.

So, M. President, thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Borrell o, why do you rise?

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President, |
have questions on Part A, school aid,
specifically dealing with the delay of the
zer o- em ssi on bus nandat e.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,

t hat woul d be Senator Mayer.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
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Mayer, do you yield for questions?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Al'l right, thank
you. | didn't have to ask that time. Thank you

So, Senator Mayer, it says that
we're going to extend this mandate. | think
we've all heard fromour school districts this is
unwor kabl e, it's a huge unfunded nmandate, perhaps
t he bi ggest we've ever |aid upon a school.

But the question is, why five years?
What's the significance of delaying it five
years?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,
M. President, this is actually a very
significant victory for the school comunity.
Many of them expressed strong reservati ons and
concerns.

This just delays the bus requirenent
for purchasing or leasing to July 1, 2032, and
t he deadl i ne by which schools nay only operate or
maintain to July 1, 2040. So we have a
substantial amount of tine ahead of us, and we're

confident that many school s have al ready started
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this process and others will continue to.

And five years is a very reasonabl e
anount of tinme, coupled with the other kinds of
provi si ons we have enacted which refl ect concerns
by school districts.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Well, so | guess
I|"m-- you know, five years was just an arbitrary
nunber that you feel that -- you think in
five years, for exanple, that these school buses
will be cheaper or they'll be, you know, better
or they'll be able to last longer, they' Il be
able to last in our upstate cold wi nters without
having to turn the heat off, |ike the reports we
hear d?

Do you think in five years -- have
you been assured that the technology is going to
i mprove that much in the next five years that we

won't have the problens that we're seeing right
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now?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President. M colleague is throwi ng sort of
every conpl ai nt about electric school buses.

Let ne start by saying that we in
the Majority are conmtted to the transition to a
cl ean energy econony. \Wen we passed this in the
'22-'23 budget we thought the anpunt of tine was
reasonable. W put a good deal of noney in
there, including in the Bond Act and ot her
provi si ons.

We' ve now put additional funds in
there. W've worked closely with the school
community. And we're confident that within the
five-year extension both for the purchase and the
operation of electric school buses, that schools
will be able to neet this deadline, and it wll
protect both the children and the staff of the
school s.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So you brought
up funding. | think you're well aware that these
el ectric school buses thenselves are nuch nore
expensi ve, about triple the price of a
traditional gas or diesel school bus.

And that doesn't include the cost of
infrastructure. Some of the rural school
districts that | represent are telling ne that
it's going to be hundreds of thousands if not
mllions of dollars to upgrade their
infrastructure. And because of all of the green
energy mandates, the actual ability to deliver
those infrastructure inprovenents could be three
or five years out.

But let's just stay focused on the
cost first. 1Is there additional funding in this
budget so that they can actually execute this?
Because as far as | know, it's about an eight to
$10 billion delta, upside down, how nuch nore it
will cost for an electric school bus than for gas
or diesel, and we've only provided |less than a
billion so far.

So how are we going to make up that

del ta?
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SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President. First place, let ne just remnd
nmy col |l eague we passed the Environnent Bond Act
and allocated 500 mlIlion. Last year in the
Sust ai nabl e Futures Fund, we put in another
hundred m I 1i on.

At the tinme the bill was enacted,
there was federal noney which was used by all the
school districts. In addition, NYSERDA provides
t he noney for the study.

So we're confident with that, and
hopeful | y additional noney in the Sustainable
Futures fund this year, as well as other
provi sions, that there will be the funding as
wel |l as the safety needed to achieve this goal.
And we feel quite confident about that.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So, yeah, the

federal noney was a one-tine thing. That's gone.
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| think we're | ooking at, you know, roughly about
a billion or so dollars that you' ve said was
al l ocated by the state.

So are you going to assure our
school districts now that that additional we'll
call it 7 to 9 billion dollars will not be an
unfunded nandate on our school taxpayers?

SENATOR MAYER: Wel |, through you,
M. President, let nme just add to that.

When you purchase a school bus or
you engage in transportation costs, they are
rei nbursed by the State Education Departnent at
the ratio.

W have al so added rei nbursenent for
addi tional infrastructure costs associated with
el ectric school buses. So in addition to the
funds | described, there is an ongoi ng
rei mbursenent for the cost of buses for every
district, depending on their reinbursenent
nmet hodol ogy.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO well, if that
was al ways the case, then why have we heard from
literally every school district that this is
going to be devastating for their budgets?

| f that was all enough, then why
woul d we have this amazi ng outcry across the
state fromschool districts that it's just not
enough? | mean, you're saying that there's noney
there and it should be fine. But it's not fine,
right?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President. | would point out when the state
enacts a law that requires schools to do
something that is not 100 percent reinbursed by
the state, of course school s conplain.

Whether it's full-day pre-K, the
cost of educating a student, which is al so
dependent on property tax revenue, New York State
does not pay 100 percent of every educati onal
cost. Qur systemis built on a rubric of state
funds, where there are federal funds, and as well
as property taxes.

So |'"mconfident that schools wll
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have the funding froma variety of sources to
nmeet this requirenment in the extended period of
time which, as | note, is a long way in the
future.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR BORRELLO | think now on
two occasions |'ve tried to attach an anendnent
to force a study. | think there's very little we
do in the state that we don't study first, like
al nrost nothing -- except for this.

So will this also include in this
five years, this long tinme that we have, a study
to determ ne whether or not this is feasible
everywhere in New York State?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President. No, there's not a provision about
a study in here.
There are a nunber of studies done,

both on schools and on other buses that are in
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sync with the argunents that | am saying here
that are in the bill we're enacting today.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY:

Senator Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO Senat or Mayer,
t hank you.

You know, obviously we wel cone this
extension, this delay. And quite frankly, it's
because of the advocacy of nyself and ny
col | eagues on this side of the aisle that has
really brought this forward and made it part of
t he conversation

But you know what? Back in 2019 al
t hose mandates of the CLCPA seened |ike they were
a long way away. And all of a sudden they're
here. So to say that all of a sudden sonething
is going to change in five years, unless we do
something to make it change, | don't know that
it's going to happen.

| nmean, when the governnent nandates
somet hi ng, when t he governnment says you have to
buy sonet hing, when does it ever make it cheaper

or better? The governnment nmandates we have to
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have car insurance in New York State. W have
t he nbst expensive car insurance in Anerica,
because you have to have it.

W al ready have a backl og of these
el ectric school buses here and in other states
across the state. They can't produce them fast
enough. Apparently the Chinese can't get the
batteri es here fast enough.

But ny point is, when we mandate
this, whether it's 2027, whether it's 2030,
whet her it's 2035, whether it's 2040, we haven't
done a thing to ensure that this is actually
going to be feasible and cost-effective and, nost
importantly, safe for our children.

So | welconme this. But | hope that
in five years, the additional five years that
we're giving, this longer runway that the
Governor likes to talk about, we're actually
going to do sonething productive and effective to
ensure that this is actually going to be feasible
and practical and affordable for the peopl e of
New York State. "Affordable"” is a word that gets
thrown around in this chanber a lot. This is not
af fordable, and it may not be even with a

five-year-|onger runway.
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So M. President, |I'm supportive of
this idea but still skeptical.
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Chan, why do you rise?

SENATOR CHAN: Thank you,
M. President.

| was hoping to ask sonme questions
on Part B, evidence-based math instruction.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
Part B is al so Senat or Mayer.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Mayer, would you yield for a question?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR CHAN: Thank you, Senator.

Can you define "evidence-based nath
instruction"? What is it?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,
M. President. What is in this bill is a
requi renent that the State Education Depart nment
provi de school districts with evidence-based
i nstructional best practices for nunmeracy and the

teaching of math for students in G ades K-5 by
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January 1, 2027

The bill defers to the State
Educati on Department, which is the expert on
i ssues of nodel curriculumand best practices, to
come up with these material s.

SENATOR CHAN: And t hrough you,
M. President, will the Senator continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR CHAN: Thank you.

So is this a whole new curricul um
that the teachers nust relearn and apply into
teaching their students?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President. As | believe ny coll eague knows,
curriculumis driven at the local level. The

St at e Education Departnent provides guidelines
and gui dance for school s.

This bill provides that by
Sept enber 1, 2027, districts nust verify that

their curriculumand instructional practices for
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teaching math from ki ndergarten through five
align with the best practices provided by the
SED.

So it's not a curricul um nandat e.
There's going to be best practices drafted by the
St ate Education Departnent, and schools are going

to have to assess that they align with those best

practices.

SENATOR CHAN: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the Senator continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR CHAN: kay. So between
the years 2014 and 2024 | was a school vol unteer
for that period of 10 years in two schools. One
is a local zone school and the other one is a
screened-in mddle school. |In fact, the el apsed
time that | worked in these two schools is
13 years.

In that tinme | saw the schools, both

schools, transition from Go Math to Eureka Mth
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to | -Ready -- which, by the way, |-Ready and
Il lustrative Math, these latter two identifies a
student's weakness and vulnerabilities and
provi des a personalized online | esson plan to
hel p them stay on-track and inprove. And it
works. |'ve seen it.

So are we doing away with these two
particul ar prograns, |llustrative Math and
| - Ready?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,
M. President. W're not doing away, we are
deferring to the State Education Departnent to
come up with a best-practices nodel

And if the two nodels that ny
col | eague referenced are deened to be best
practices, | would assune they'|ll be considered
and included in the final provisions by SED

SENATOR CHAN: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the Senator continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATCOR CHAN: So what is the
reason for this new math instruction this year?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President. Well, this was | believe
originally proposed by the Governor in her
Executi ve Budget.

| think it reflects a broad
consensus that we need our students to be
stronger in math, particularly in the younger
grades, so that they can nove into nore advanced
mat h.

And it is one of the approaches
states are taking to ensure that students in the
early grades have the basics that they need in
order to proceed to nore advanced nath.

SENATOR CHAN: Thr ough you,

Madam President, will the Senator continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR CHAN: So the Governor's

i dea that we need this, was there any parent or
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t eacher input?

Because | know the teachers are
going to have to retrain. And every tinme they've
found sonet hing that works and they're getting
used to it, learning howto apply a certain
nmet hod of teaching and they're getting good at
it, they have to retrain themto sonething el se.

Was there parent and teacher input
in this decision?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President. | don't know which teachers were
spoken to by the Governor's office.

| would just say that SED and the
rest of us talk to teachers and teacher
representatives all the time. And |I am confi dent
that teachers will have a voice.

| would point out to ny coll eague
the fact that when you have to change how you
teach, like we did with the science of reading,
this is not always a bad thing. It's frequently
a way to inprove the outcones.

W' re supportive of change. If
t hings work the way they were done, we woul dn't
have to | ook at all new approaches or continue to

nodi fy it. That's the nature of inprovenent.
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SENATOR CHAN: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the Senator continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR CHAN: So who's going to
participate in devel oping the state's whole "best
practices" recommendati ons?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President. The bill does not specify who the
State Education Departnent will work with in
devel opi ng these best practi ces.

SENATOR CHAN: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the Senator continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR CHAN: So will the state

provi de funding for curriculumrepl acenent,
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teacher retraining, and instructional material s?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,
M. President. This bill does not provide that.

| assune in the next year's budget,
as we continue to increase education funding for
every school district, every school district in
the state to get nore Foundation Aid, we wll
continue to address the needs of every school
district.

SENATOR CHAN: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the Senator continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR CHAN: Thank you.

How wi | | the educati on conmm ssi oner
determine if the new math instruction is in fact
effective? Is it through test scores or math
conpr ehensi on?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President. M colleague is asking about the

bill. The bill directs the conmm ssioner and the
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State Ed Departnent to provide evidence-based
i nstructional best practices without a great deal
of description.

| am confident, having worked with
them on the science of reading and ot her issues,
that they are going to have to, as the experts in
education -- and that's what they are, under the
Board of Regents -- they will determ ne what are
t he best practices and what is the evidence-based
instruction that they recommend for all schools.

SENATOR CHAN: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the Senator continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR CHAN: Thank you.

When should we or can we expect to
see a rise in test scores after inplenmentation of
t he new mat h progranm ng?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President. | don't think that's a question,

in all good faith, that I can answer, when test
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scores would rise. | would hope it would be this
year. | would hope it would be next year. [|'m
sure ny col | eague agr ees.

This is the part of the goal of
i mproving testing scores -- not only test scores,
but actual math know edge and ability to do
conpl ex mat h.

SENATOR CHAN: Thank you,

M. President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Chan on the bill.

SENATOR CHAN: Ckay, so in the
past, between the years 2014, when ny ol der
daughter started the first grade, and 2024, when
| couldn't volunteer in the schools anynore,
finding little tine to do so, | saw our teachers
in two schools struggle with new curricul um

They work a ot on their own tine.
And just when they were refining their nethod of
teaching in a certain way, and we saw scores
i nprove, and then with the new programwe saw it
decline. And then a couple of years later, when
they're getting used to it, we saw the scores
i mprove agai n.

And | ately, we're -- right now,
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New York State spends over $41,000 per student
per year, and that's the highest in the nation.
And yet our math scores are once again on the
decl i ne.

So what it sounds like to nme is that
this evidence-based math instruction is going
back to the basics of counting fingers, |ike one
pl us one equals two. Wich is sonething that the
t eachers do anyway.

So | certainly hope this is going to
bring up our math scores in the state tests and
make our children have a better conprehensi on of
math. That will give a better reflection of the
noney that we're spending on our students.

Thank you very much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Chan.

Senat or Martins, why do you rise?

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

M. President.

| was hoping that Senator Mayer
woul d yield for a few questions on Part B.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Mayer, will you yield?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes. Let ne get to
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Part B.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

| just want to nake sure |I'm
correct, Senator. |It's a continuing discussion
on the evidence-based mat h questi ons you' ve j ust
fiel ded before we nove on to other topics.

Is it correct that this part wll
require that this new evi dence-based math
instruction has to be inplenented in school
districts by Septenmber 1, 20277

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President. Again, the |language is nore
nuanced than what ny col |l eague is descri bing.

School districts by that day nust
verify that their curriculumand instructional
practices for teaching math align with the best
practices. That is not the -- that is different
t han i nposing a curricul um

So there's an alignnment of the best
practices as determ ned by this evidence-based
review, and that's what the bill requires.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Appreciate it.

Thank you.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4960

M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So if we could,
just for clarity for our school districts, if we
wor k backwards fromthat date, and if this were
to pass and be signed into law, that would set |
guess a perhaps 15-nonth-or-so tinmeline in which
our school districts would have to align with
these new criteria, although we don't have any
particulars. Certainly we haven't seen them

And so to the extent that | expect
our school districts haven't seen them when can
we assure our school districts that they wll
have particulars and policies that they can
actually begin review ng for purposes of reaching
t hat Septenber 1, 2027, tineline?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President. Again, the bill doesn't say when
SED must begin the contracting process or the

revi ew process.
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But | would rem nd nmy coll eagues,
just like the science of reading, we're in a very
short wi ndow. W, through the Governor's
| eadershi p, began to greatly change the way we
approach the science of reading to an
evi dence- based et hodol ogy.

This has a short tineline. Once the
bill passes, |I'mconfident SED will advise us of
the tineline and we will see in enough tine to
advi se our school districts what the methodol ogy
that they recommend is and how qui ckly they can
enact it.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the Senator would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So |'ve heard on
a nunber of occasions references to the Governor,
now t he Governor's | eadership. Can you tell us
whet her you know how t he Governor came upon this

concept? Did this cone fromthe Governor's
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office? Didit cone fromthe State Education
Departnment? Did it conme froma think tank?

Where did this originate, if you
know?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President. The Governor had this in her
Executi ve Budget.

| would say, as one who represents
the State of New York on the Education Conm ssion
of the States, this is a national issue. Every
state, and particularly many states who are
chal l enged by the results in math scores, are
| ooki ng at how to i nprove math out cones.

This is very consistent with what
states are doing. They're |ooking at best
practices, evidence-based nethodol ogy. And |
believe the Governor is in sync with other states
and ot her governors -- nmany Republican governors,
| would point out -- who are |ooking at how to
i nprove math outcones. And | woul d presune that
t hat was what gui ded her.

But this was in the
Executive Budget. W have adopted it. W
believe it's sound, thoughtful, and will result

in better outcones for our kids. And at the end
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of the day, that's what we're here for.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
M. President. Thank you, Senator Mayer.

On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Martins on the bill.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So,
M. President, | recall all too well and not too
fondly the experinent that was Comon Core.
t hi nk many of my coll eagues here in the room al so
recall that experinent and the inpact on our
school districts, the inpact on our teachers, the
i npact on our parents, and nost inportantly the
i mpact on our students across New York State from
i mpl enenting a change in curricul um

So when we ask questions about where
this came fromand where is the evidence-based
criteria that led to evidence-based changes in
math curricula, I think we need to have sone
particul ars about where it cane from

To be perfectly frank, | do not care
for politicians getting involved in curricul a
when it comes to teaching our children, whether
it is a Denocrat governor or whether it's a

Republ i can governor or any governor. |If we do
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not have a basis for it that is rooted in
education, in education policy, in policy that
comes from-- whether it's professionals or those
teachers thensel ves or those who have dedi cated
t hensel ves to the education of our children here
in New York or el sewhere, we're mssing the mark

The fact that we can sit here and
di scuss changing math for every child K through
5th grade in New York State and not have the
ability to have an actual discussion of what that
nmeans, should be frightening to everyone who sits
in this chanber. | can tell you it's going to be
frightening to our teachers, to our parents --
who may not necessarily understand what it is
t hi s means.

Fol ks, we've been through this
before. The idea of sending this off to the
St ate Education Departnent, hoping that they cone
up with criteria intime to properly provide it
to our school districts and to our professionals
who are teaching our children, in time for them
to be able to inplenent by Septenber 1, 2027, is
wWr ong.

And j ust because the Governor

decided to do it, frankly, that's the worst
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reason for us to be doing this. | would prefer
to have heard sonebody say that this cane from
you know, a university or a study. But saying
that the Governor decided to do it, even with
ot her governors, whatever partisan persuasion
t hey happen to be, should be a concern for us.

We all want what's best for our
students. W all want to see increased math
scores. W all know, and certainly our residents
know t hat they've certainly invested
significantly in the education of our children.
We pay nore per child on education than anyone
el se perhaps in the world.

So yes, our parents and our
residents deserve to know that that noney is
bei ng properly invested and that they are getting
the results for that. That does not nmean we
signed of f just because the Governor said she
thinks it's a good idea w thout providing the
necessary details that allow us to properly
eval uate it.

Wth that, M. President, | would
ask if there is soneone who can speak to Part P

SENATOR G ANARI S: M. President,

t hat woul d be Senat or Kavanagh.
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SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you. Thank
you. M. President, if the sponsor would vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH:  Happil vy,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So, Senator,

Part P deals with changes to the law in all ow ng
for an expansion of protections for tenants in
the definition of harassnent of tenants in
rent-regul at ed apartnents.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Does this change
al so include protections for tenants who are
living in New York City Housing Authority
apartnents, in addition to those that are
privately owned?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,

M. President, | want to provide just a little
context here.

This is a bill that deals
specifically with tenants in rent-stabilized

bui | di ngs where the | andl ord engages,
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intentionally engages in specific conduct with

the intent of getting the tenant to | eave the

apartnent.

It's been longstanding law. This
bill -- under current law, it can be a nodest
crime to do that to one tenant. It can be a nore

significant crime to do it to two tenants. But
the two tenants have to be in the sane buil ding,
under current law, for it to be a nore serious
crime.

What this bill does is makes it
clear that if you' re harassing two different
tenants at the sane tinme -- they could be in two
bui | di ngs or one building -- you're still
violating the standard for the aggravated | evel
of harassnent.

And there's a further penalty if
you're currently intentionally harassing three or
nore tenants in nultiple buildings with the goa
of getting themto vacate the apartnment.

So this has been brought to us as an
i ssue that the Manhattan district attorney has
desi gnated for sonme cases where | andl ords were
percei ved to be doing that harassnent.

[t's -- whether -- what the
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penal ti es woul d be for one of our many housi ng

authorities if they chose to harass their tenants

woul d be, you know, it's not relevant to this
bill. 1'"mnot sure, but I'mnot aware of a | ot
of instances of public housing authorities
harassing their tenants with the intent of
getting themto | eave.

So this -- and this bill is not
germane to that particular situation

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Senat or .

M. President, on the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Martins on the bill.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So this
particul ar part, as Senator Kavanagh nenti oned,
deals with the definition of harassment or
providing for crimnal penalties in the event
that there is harassnent of tenants in certain
apartnent units.

And therefore nmy question. One of
the |l argest apartnent owners in the city happens
to be the city itself. Through NYCHA, they have
120, 000, 130,000 units or so where there are

500, 000 New York City -- New York State residents
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residing. And it's widely regarded to be, by
far, the worst landlord in the city, in the
state, perhaps in the entire country.

The living conditions for tenants
living in NYCHA apartnments -- it's easy to see.
Everyone can just do a quick Google search and
you can see instances where there have been
system ¢ harassnment of tenants.

But | point everyone's attention to
i nstances where NYCHA itself has been accused and
charged with trying to force people out of their
apartnents. You know, specifically there are
instances at the Fulton & Elliott-Chel sea
apartnents where they' ve clearly been charged
with trying to renove tenants so that those
apartnents and those buil dings can be torn down
and rebuilt.

And ny question for us is as we go
and discuss this in the context of
rent-stabilized housing for all the privately
owned buil di ngs out there, how do we forget those
tenants who are living in governnent-subsidi zed
housi ng and who we know tinme and again are facing
sone of the worst conditions. And we have

exanpl es where they are actually harassi ng peopl e
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to | eave their apartnents.

Now, you know | don't represent a
district in New York Gity. You know | don't have
NYCHA apartnents in ny district. But | know that
many here in this roomdo. And so if we're going
to provide protections for tenants, let's make
sure we include all tenants, including those
tenants who happen to be tenants of the worst
| andl ord in the Western Hem sphere.

So with that, M. President, 1'd
like to speak to Part O Now, Part Ois -- on
the bill.

Part O allows for a private cause of
action or a private right of action by tenants
under a J-51 program That is when people
actually come in and say, |'mgoing to nmake
i nprovenents to these apartnents.

If they don't follow all of the
regul ations and all of the rules with regard to
t hose apartnments and those i nprovenents, it gives
the tenant a private right of action. But once
again, M. President, once again that only
applies to rent-stabilized housing. It doesn't
apply to NYCHA housi ng.

So if we were going to allow a

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4971

private right of action, why wouldn't we allow a
private right of action to those tenants who are
living in NYCHA housi ng where the systemc
failure in heat, water, electricity, vermn
infestation, lead, nmold, is conmon?

You know, if we're going to protect
tenants -- and there are a half-mllion residents
who are living, many of themin significantly
difficult conditions, as has been identified and
we all know about it -- certainly those who have
NYCHA apartnents in their districts know about
it -- why are we excluding those tenants and not
af fording them those sane protections?

And so | would ask and certainly
suggest that when we're out there providing
conditions for tenants and protections for
tenants, why we would systemcally fail to
i ncl ude those tenants who are living in NYCHA

facilities?

M. President, | appreciate the
time. | want to thank nmy coll eagues for their
answers. |'Il leave it at that.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank

you, Senator Martins.
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Senat or Hel m ng, why do you rise?

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
M. President. |If the sponsor would yield for a
few questions on Part A

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
we' re back to Senator Mayer.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Mayer, would you yield for a few questions?

SENATCR MAYER: Yes, of course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Mayer vyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

Through you, M. President. During
an earlier debate I had made a note of sonething
that was said, that sonetinmes change is good
because with change cones i nproved outcones. And
| was thrilled to hear that, and nade a note of
it because change is what | want to tal k about.
Change is what | have questions about.

When New York State conmm ssioned the
Rockefeller Institute, we paid themto take a
| ook at the way we fund public schools and
education. And the institute came back with a
nunber of recommendations. One of those

reconmendati ons was that we shoul d | ook at
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separating sonme el enents of the Foundation Aid
formul a, such as special education, as
categorical aid, which would be nore effective.

So ny question is, does the budget
proposal before us reflect this reconmendati on?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President. No, this budget docunent does not
reflect that. But | would note that -- (pause).

So | et me be correct here. The
current budget does not reflect an increase for
special ed. | happen to support such an increase
and believe that it's necessary for nmany
districts and necessary in order to neet the
expenses of profoundly disabled children.

That being said, |ast year we
anended several provisions of the Foundation Aid
formula in response to the Rockefeller
Institute's recomendations -- which | would
poi nt out were sort of a nenu, as opposed to a
speci fic proposal.

But this budget does not include an
addi ti onal weighting for special -needs students.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

The Rockefeller Institute findings
al so noted a need to nodernize how district
weal th is neasured so aid cal cul ati ons better
reflect the actual financial realities of a
comunity.

Does the budget before us
i ncorporate any changes in how district wealth is
measur ed?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,
M. President, no.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

Through you, M. President, | do
have a question on Part B, if the sponsor wll
yield for a few questi ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anari s?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: That remains
Senat or Mayer.

SENATOR MAYER: Yes, | wll yield.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

So in prior back-and-forth debate
over Part B, which is titled "Evi dence-Based Math
Instruction,”™ | just want to be clear that |
support doing anything that we can to el evate our
children, inproving their scores.

But what | didn't hear during any of
t he debates, and ny question is, how are we goi ng
to measure the success of this progran? Does the
budget include any | anguage?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President, no. The bill does not reflect the
measur enment s.

But we have standardized
nmeasurements. W have math and ELA tests that
are taken in Grade 3 through 8, as well as
national standards that reflect other tests. And
we have decent data about how our students are
doing in math, which needs to continue to
i mprove

So I'mconfident that once this is
i mpl enented, the direct hope is it will result in

hi gher test scores and higher |earning. Test
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scores are not the only ganme in town. But that
students are prepared to take nore advanced
classes in math,.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

Through you, M. President, if the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR HELM NG So it wasn't too
| ong ago, in a prior budget, where we included
somet hi ng about the science of reading, a
Governor's initiative, and it had to be
i npl enented by our schools by Septenber of 2025.
It sounds kind of simlar to what we're trying to
do now with math.

Do we have any data that shows that
this new mandate on our schools is having a
positive outconme?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President. Conceptually, the effort towards
the science of reading was simlar in sonme ways.

This is a nmuch nore nodest approach
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really in every way. But the science of reading
i npl enentation did not take place until

Septenber 1 of this year, so we have yet to see
the results.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

On the bill, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Hel m ng on the bill.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

In 2024 the State of New York
commi ssi oned the Rockefeller Institute to analyze
and noderni ze the way that the state funds public
education. And |I renmenber when that happened
bei ng supportive of it, because | felt very
strongly, based on information | have heard from
nmy school districts, fromtaxpayers, from good
government groups, that this is an area where we
spend a | ot of noney. You know, the success of
our children is very inportant.

And it's unfortunate to me that the
budget that's before us, it largely supports
continuing the same approach to educati onal
funding i nstead of addressing those underlying
chal l enges that districts and taxpayers have

repeat edly been asking us to fix.
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We shoul dn't be ignoring those key
recommendat i ons of the Rockefeller report, we
shoul d be incorporating them

When | hear from ny schoo
districts, I"'msure it's very simlar to other
school districts where one of the nost -- the
hi ghest cost is related to special education
costs. They continue to grow dramatically. In
one district located in Ontario County, the
nunber of students requiring special education
services has increased by 700 percent over the
| ast 15 years.

In a small school district in
Li vingston County, out-of-district placenents for
hi gh- needs students now cost well over $1 million
annual | vy.

These aren't isolated situations,
and they're becom ng nore and nore commmoDn acr 0ss
upstate New YorKk.

The Rockefeller Institute,
comi ssi oned by the state, recommended changes
that coul d provide nore transparency and
flexibility, including separating certain
expenses, |ike special education, into

categorical aid streans and allowi ng districts
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greater flexibility within the conbi ned weal th
rati o cal cul ati on.

And | just wanted to provi de anot her
exanple. In the Gananda Central School District
al one, changes to the weighting of property and
i ncome wealth could increase Foundation Aid by as
much as $800 per student. That would help
relieve the imense -- and | can't stress it
enough, the i mMmense pressure on our | ocal
t axpayers.

The reality is that this budget
continues to provide tenporary relief in sone
areas whil e del aying nore nmeani ngful reforns that
many school s have been calling for year
after year.

And | have to say, on that tenporary
relief, I fully support the pushback on the
EV mandate. But again, it's just tenporary. It
does nothing long termto fix the chall enges that
our school districts have.

As we nove forward, | hope we take a
nore serious | ook at nodernizing the state's
approach to determ ning fair and adequate funding
for smaller and rural school districts. They

deserve the sane resources, their students
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deserve the sane support, and |ocal taxpayers
deserve a break. They shouldn't continually be
asked to shoul der nore of the burden.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Hel m ng.

Senat or Wl czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President, |
woul d i ke to ask a question on Part NN fromthe
one- house budget .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
it's a special budget edition of Wal czyk
Wednesday t oday.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: Seei ng how t here
is no Part NN, | guess | will attenpt to answer
the Senator's question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk, Senator G anaris yields.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President. So in the one-house budget that
was brought in this chanber, there was a -- it

provi ded for a 100 percent service-connected
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di sabl ed veterans' property tax exenption.

I's that included in this bill?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No, it is not.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And |'ve heard
froma nunber of veterans that are 100 percent
servi ce-connect ed di sabl ed that were di sappoi nted
in the way the Governor did a chapter anmendnent
to basically strip out that benefit for veterans.
And | think that's why it was inserted in the
one- house.

|s there a reason why it isn't in
the final bill here today?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Well, as the
Senat or pointed out, that was Part NN. This
current bill before us goes up to Part R So
there were 22 or 23 parts that are no longer in

this bill.
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There are eight additional bills to
come before the budget is done, so who knows. It
may or nmay not show up before we're done.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

And t hrough you, M. President, |
have sone questions on Part A

SENATCR G ANARI S: That woul d be
Senat or Mayer.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Mayer, do you yield to
guestions on Part A?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

Through you, M. President. The
Governor proposed in her budget a cut to
Li brary Construction Aid this year. The library
associ ations asked for $175 million in
construction aid. |Is that what this bill is
provi di ng?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President, | believe ny colleague is asking

about capital for libraries, which is not within

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4983

t hi s budget.

Thi s budget, with respect to
libraries, only deals with school |ibraries.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you, that
will be inalater bill.

So Library Materials Aid, then,
woul d be in here. They've been at the $6 mark
think since 1994. The libraries were asking for
sonme additional funds there. | think $11.33 was
their ask. D d they get any additional in
Li brary Materials A d?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President, no. That's unfortunate, but no.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President. Not to harp on the EV bus
mandate, but | did hear earlier you nentioned the
$500 million Sustainable Futures noney that was
used, | think by NYSERDA, to help pay for the
EV buses.

W1l that noney get returned to
rat epayers that it was taken fronf

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,
M. President. Those funds were direct
appropriations or reinbursenent to school
districts for the costs that my coll eagues are
conpl ai ni ng about due to the cost of inplenmenting
this electric school bus requirenent.

So it did not go to ratepayers. But
to the extent that it reinburses schoo
districts, it reduces the pressure on themwth
respect to property tax.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

And t hrough you, M. President,

woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And this -- |
know that it's difficult in the grand schene of a
| ar ge budget conversation with nultiple bills,
but NYSERDA has al so had various pots of nobney to
pay in portion for the electric buses for school
districts that do adopt them

WIIl those pots of noney be
di stributed back to the ratepayers that they were
overcollected from? O wll they just sit in
NYSERDA' s cof fers?

(Pause.)

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,
M. President. [If | understand correctly the
guestion, | believe the question is about funds
t hat NYSERDA possesses which ny col | eague has
suggested should be returned to ratepayers.

These are funds that are off-budget.
NYSERDA i s of f-budget. NYSERDA has all ocated
t hese funds, many of which are being used by

school districts for planning for the
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i npl enentation of the electric school bus
requirenent.

And they're not going back to
rat epayers, they're being used for projects as
desi gnat ed by NYSERDA. But NYSERDA has been a
key player in the effectiveness of noving towards
el ectric school buses.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

And t hrough you, M. President, wll
t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | know t hat
two-thirds of New York State school districts,
roughly, are hold-harmess at this point. Are
they receiving the m ninmumof a 2 percent
increase in Foundation Aid? Is that what |
under st and?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President. You know, at the urging of the
Senate Majority and the Assenbly Majority, the

1 percent which the Governor proposed was doubl ed
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to 2 percent. So every district that's on the
save-harm ess will get at least 2 percent. And
sonme districts are obviously getting nore because
of other changes that occurred.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Through you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: My est eened,
di stingui shed, and wel | -respected col |l eague from
t he Fi nger Lakes asked some questions about the
Rockefeller Institute's suggestions for changes
to Foundation Aid and the way that we distribute
school ai d.

One that's always -- and | think
we' ve had sone conversations about it. The floor
of the income wealth index, has that been
elimnated to show how poor a school district
actually is?

Have there been any changes to the

way that the incone wealth index is calcul ated?
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SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,
M. President, no. That recommendation or
menu -- in the menu of suggestions by the
Rockefeller Institute, was not inplenmented |ast
year when we nade the changes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Does it change
the formula for schools with high state ownership
of land or nontaxable [and within their school
district?

For exanple, | represent a nunber of
school s in the Adirondack Park, which neans they
have a very small anmount of property that they
can actually tax. Has there been any cal cul ation
changes as far as that goes in this proposal ?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President, no, there haven't been.

But | would point out -- and | think
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nmy col |l eagues on both sides of the aisle know
this -- this conference and our | eadership, and
nmysel f as chair and Senator Liu as chair of the
Comm ttee on New York School s, have fought to
expand and nodi fy the Foundation Aid provisions
to provide even nore relief to every district,

i ncl udi ng the ones you're di scussi ng,

Senat or Wl czyk.

We recognize this is not a perfect
formula. We fought for nore changes. W wll
fight for nore changes. W want the best. But
this budget is a conpronmise, and this is the best
we could get. And this is significantly better
than we started with or could have anti ci pat ed.

And so with that, |I'm here defending
t hi s budget.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
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M. President. School districts had al so
requested a change in the capital projects outlay
for the smaller construction projects that they
do, an increase from 100K to 250. Was that
i ncluded in this budget?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough
M. President, no, it wasn't, although it was in
our one-house and sonet hi ng we supported.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: W' ve al so
di scussed the 4 percent in undesignated reserve,
at tinmes showi ng that small, poor, rural school
districts, one student noving into their district
can have a huge budgetary i npact.

Have we increased at all or changed
at all the 4 percent in undesignated reserve?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President, no, that's not incl uded.
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| have a bill that noved through
committee | ast week, as you know, that for
pur poses of the increasing cost of special ed
students, we recomend that a significantly
hi gher reserve be authori zed.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: What about -- the
one- house had $10 mllion for civic education.
Did that nake it into the final budget here?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President. | hope it does. That would be in
an appropriation bill. That's not before us
t oday.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: There's al so been
a nunber of proposals on financial literacy. |Is
there any instruction -- | know there was a | ong
di scussi on about math changes. Anything on
financial literacy in the State of New York?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President. As | think you know, SED and the
Board of Regents inplenented a plan in which
financial literacy is nmuch nore included in every
grade level. And that has to be inplenented.

But | think the concept of
increasing financial literacy is top of mind in
the State Education Departnent, they're going to
nove in that direction

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Wl czyk.

Are there any other Senators w shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is

cl osed.
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The Secretary will ring the bell.

M ght | make a progranmm ng note that
the vote explanation tine is two m nutes per
menber. |If you are -- please adhere to the
two-mnute limt. W wll ask you to explain
your vote as you approach the two mnutes or
shortly thereafter.

Wth that being said, read the | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Stec to explain his vote.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,

M. President.

This electric bus nmandate that we
are delaying five years in this bill was approved
in the Senate ELFA bill in 2022. Not one menber
of this side of the aisle voted for the ELFA
bill. | suspect that a big part of that was the
inclusion of this electric bus nandate.

Since that time, | know | and a | ot
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of people on this side of the aisle, and |
suspect on both sides of the aisle, have had the
opportunity to hear from our school districts.

| have 48 school districts in ny
Senate district. In the last three years, | have
not heard a single school district tell ne that
t hey thought the EV bus mandate was a w se idea
or a workabl e idea or certainly an affordable
i dea.

| "' m encouraged that three or four
years after its inclusion in the budget that we
are delaying it five years. 1'd prefer to see it
go away conpletely. This one-size-fits-al
approach -- very rural, very large schoo
districts in the very, very cold North Country
are a conpletely different proposition than a
hi ghly congested, urban area to the south of
Al bany with short runs. And you've been hearing
that for years.

Again, |'mencouraged that we're
going to go with the delay. But with ny
background in engi neering, | strongly suspect
that the physics, engineering and econom cs won't
appreci ably change in the next five years. And

five years and two gubernatorial elections from
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now, it wll still be a bad idea.
And | will continue to be pushing --
until technol ogy changes, | will be pushing to

make sure that we repeal this mandate on all of
our school s.

And | will be voting in the
affirmative on this bill, but I still think that
this EV nandate is sonething that needs to go
away conpl etely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Stec to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Harckhamto explain his
vot e.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, M. President.

| just want to respond to a couple
of things very quickly.

The comment was nade about the need
for tax relief for our taxpayers and school
districts. It was this Majority, under the
| eadershi p of Senator Mayer and Senator Liu and
Senat or Jackson, that fully funded Foundati on
Aid -- billions of dollars nore for our school
districts, billions of dollars nore that our

| ocal property taxpayers don't have to pay.
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| also want to just comrent on the
EV mandate. Yes, the narketplace had sone
probl enms, and we acknow edge that. And that's
why this five-year delay is so necessary. But
let's remenber why we need to do this.

Students on school buses breathe
19 times nore harnful pollutants than fol ks not
on those buses: Benzene, fornal dehyde,
acet al dehyde. These are toxics that are |inked
to cancer and other serious health effects. The
particulate matter on the buses in terns of
asthma and ot her respiratory ill nesses.

And our school districts are now
conpl ai ni ng about the high cost of gasoline. The
price to operate an electric school bus is
actually far lower. Yes, they' re nore expensive
up front, priced to operate | ower.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Harckham to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

M. President.
| rise with some conpassion for ny

col | eagues across the aisle who every year need
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to use the budget debate to preach fisca
responsibility. | inmagine that's difficult to do
when the | eader of your party is engaged in
wast ef ul spendi ng and corruption at a scal e that
we have never seen in this country before.

| am proud to defend spendi ng
billions on education, educating all of our
children; on supporting childcare workers; and on
other itenms that really support the people of our
state, rather than sone of the things that we're
seeing at the federal |evel that are, you know,
billions being spent on a gol den ballroomor a
slush fund for January 6th insurrectionists.

| proudly vote aye for this bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Ryan to explain his vote.

SENATOR RYAN: Thank you,
M. President.

So | want to rise in support of this

bill, and I want to specifically tal k about the
inclusion of my bill, the five-year pause on the
el ectric school bus mandate. | want you to know
t hat .

So throughout ny tenure here, ny
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short tenure, what | heard |oud and cl ear
specifically for the | ast year and a half, and
al so heard it actually when | was trying to get
this job, is about this bill and the mandat e,
mandat e.

What | heard consistently through
the districts, feedback that it was unmanageabl e.
Count | ess hundreds and hundreds of conversations
t hrough the | ast year and a half at least. |
heard from school superintendents, school boards,
school menbers, financial admnistrators,
transportation directors, those that drove the
actual school buses, that the nmandate just wasn't
possi bl e; the current mandate tineline burdening
t axpayers; the cost of electric buses, charging
and infrastructure upgrades, electrical capacity,
and on and on and on.

| amreally happy that we were able
to get this done with this five-year pause. |It's
practical, it's responsible, it's comobn sense.
And obviously it adds sone tenporary relief,
much- needed tenporary relief. This gives our
districts tine to plan, allows the -- allows the
buses to catch up to technol ogy, providing

infrastructure to catch up, and al so protects
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t axpayers, in maintaining the safe, reliable
transportation for our students, our Kkids, which
is actually the nost inportant thing.

So I'm happy that we have a bal anced
approach. 1'm happy that there's a sense of
pragmatism |'m happy that this is getting done,
nmuch- needed relief, which we heard.

And | will say that really |I have to
j ust acknowl edge sonme of the people that actually
we' ve been working with for alnost the [ast two
years: Qur New York State United Teachers, the
New York State School Boards Association,

Counci | of Superintendents, School
Adm ni strators, Conference of Big 5 School
Districts --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Ryan, how do you vote?

SENATCOR RYAN: -- and nost
i mportantly, Andrea Stewart-Cousins.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Ryan to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Kavanagh to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you,
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M. President.

|"d just like to conment on a few
el enents of this bill. There's a |ot of great
things inthis bill. | want to conment on a few
of the things related to housing.

First of all, this bill includes a
very substantial expansion of the J-51 program
extends it for 10 years. This will be a very
val uabl e way of investing in the quality and
sustai nability of our housing throughout New York
City. About half of all co-ops inthe city wll
qgualify under this bill, and many, many of our
rental units.

This will require adoption by the
City of New York, but it's a huge step forward
and a very much nore generous programthan we've
seen in nmany years.

Secondl y, on tenant harassnent.
Contrary to what one of my coll eagues suggested
across the aisle, the activity that's going on in
Chel sea, in New York, would not constitute
harassment under this bill or any other bill.

We are not exenpting NYCHA from
bei ng responsible. In fact, the tenants in

Chel sea have been protected by federal standards
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for determ ning when they can be asked to | eave
their apartnments. And of course that is about a
project of building |ots of new housing units and
nmoving the tenants in the existing units into

br and- new bui | di ngs.

What ever you think of that project,
this bill is about |andlords who intentionally
cut off the power, intentionally make apartnents
uni nhabitable in order to intentionally push
peopl e out of their apartnents. It's very
important that we take this step, and this is a
very good way of protecting tenants.

Thirdly, the NPP and RPP prograns,

t hese are the Nei ghborhood and Rural Preservation
Prograns across our state. This bill finally,
after many years, will nake sure that every rura
community has an RPP. W' re expanding the
programto nmake sure there can be additional
organi zati ons serving parts of the state that
haven't been served.

And it also, as we did | ast year,
expands the anmount of noney avail able for those
progranms. They are the backbone of protecting
many of our communities, and |I'mvery proud that

we're able to do that today.
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And with that, | vote aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Kavanagh to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Ortt to explain his vote.

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you,

M. President. You know, | wasn't going to
speak, | just cane out here to enjoy the fun.
But | am supporting the bill, along

with a lot of our nmenbers, largely because of the
EV mandat e del ay, which this conference, the

M nority Conference, has advocated for, fought
for.

The delay certainly | think
highlights the flaws in the original |egislation
And | suspect the delay won't be enough and we'l|l
continue to have to correct this and ultimtely
get rid of the mandate. Because as was nenti oned
by Senator Ryan and others, our school districts
were the ones saying, This isn't going to work.

And that's what we said fromthe
very begi nning, and now here we are on anot her
epi sode of "We Told You So."

But M. President, | want to add --

| want to respond to something ny coll eague
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across the aisle said. Don't feel bad for ne to
preach fiscal responsibility. You nake it so
easy in the Majority Conference, because you're
spendi ng $15 billion over |ast year on a budget
that's two nonths late and counting. And it's
100 billion over the |last seven years.

So when it conmes to preaching fisca
responsibility, it's never been easier,
M. President.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Ott to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President. To explain ny vote.

| guess this is the part of the
conversation where | stand up and point out to ny
col | eague the Mnority Leader that the first word
of his titleis "Mnority" for a reason. It's
because the voters of this state have chosen the
| eadership that we have provi ded, now goi ng on
ei ght years, with a record-setting-size najority.

So | think that what we're doing
here is something that the people of this state

have supported over four, now going on five
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el ection cycl es.
| proudly vote aye, M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anaris to be recorded in the affirmative.
Senator Martins to explain his vote.
SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
M. President.
| vote to support this bill as well,
nostly because of the increased spending. And |
want to thank certainly ny coll eagues here for
all the work that they've done to push back on
the EV bus mandate. It makes a big difference in

our comrunities, certainly in our school

districts.

And | concur with ny col | eagues when
| say we should just get rid of it. [It's not
going to make sense. It won't nake sense

tomorrow. The weather doesn't permt for it.
The technology's not there. And just putting it
back five years is not going to resolve this
i ssue.

And a word of advice for our school
districts that are out there who may go out there
and purchase these school buses in anticipation

of neeting that deadline. Please don't.
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You know, the real victins here are
t hose school districts in our state that went out
there and actually purchased these buses and
burdened thensel ves with the cost of these buses
because they understood that the Majority had
i nposed that on them And although they didn't
agree with it, they went ahead and did it at the
expense of spending that noney on education, on
books, on facilities for their kids, and now
they're stuck with these things and they're not
able to actually use them

So as we approach this delay, please
don't buy them because this will be del ayed
agai n.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Martins to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Mayer to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
M. President.

| think it's quite extraordinary
that this debate was all in this extrenely
negati ve tone.

This is an extrenely positive

devel opnent, given the nonent we are in. W not
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only got the full funding of Foundation Aid, as
our Senate deputy | eader acknow edged. This year
we doubl ed the anmpunt the Governor was
al | ocati ng.

Al'l of us want nore noney for our
school districts. So in addition to getting at
| east 2 percent nore, also we have updated the
Foundation Aid fornmula this year. And it's too
bad we didn't talk about it, because the biggest
district in New York and in fact in the nation,
the New York City School District, is going to
benefit by an additional weight for students
experienci ng honel essness, foster care, and the
i ncreased wei ght for English | anguage | earners --
as well as districts outside of New York City.

These are our children too. Not
only do -- | don't represent New York City, but
care about those kids. And we have done
sonmet hing very positive for them

And for all of us outside New York
City, we have made a profound investnment in
full -day pre-K for 4-year-olds which never
exi sted as a universal requirenent until this
budget will make it happen in the next two years.

We've given flexibility on the
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buses -- thank you, Senator Ryan, for your

| eadership. But | think we have to thank our
| eader, Senator Stewart-Cousins, for ensuring
that this budget reflected our collective
commtment to every kid.

And it's a shanme that ny coll eagues
conpl ai ned about the additional cost when they
actually all want additional noney for their
districts. |'ve worked with themall to try to
get noney for their districts. This budget, not
perfect, gives noney to every district, inproves
t he outcomes for our children, and expands
accessibility for every child in New York
i ncluding the places we don't represent that we
have an obligation to speak up for.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Mayer to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Fahy to explain her vote.

SENATOR FAHY: Thank you,

M. President.

| too stand in support and will be
voting aye on this bill. And incredibly grateful
to the | eader and all of those who played a part

in many parts of this, starting with the
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Foundati on Aid.

| now have about 17 school
districts. Many of themw |l really use that
addi ti onal Foundation Aid. |'mproud of our
col | eagues for pushing that.

| also think it was incredibly
important to tweak the formula to add in
honel ess, ELL and foster care students.

|"mal so very pleased that we w ||l
now meke | arge renewabl e energy projects state
aid-eligible, reinbursable

And | know the electric -- | have
certainly heard a | ot about the el ectric buses.
| thank the Majority Leader for listening to us
and Senator Ryan for his | eadership on this.

They needed tinme. Many are trying to do the
right thing here. W nmay need sone changes as we
go forward as well, because this has been a
chal | enge.

Finally, | also want to nention that
probably ny favorite part of the entire budget is
that we are delivering on the financial prom se
fromyears ago of the universal pre-K Al of ny
districts benefited, many of themto the point of

doubl i ng the UPK fundi ng per student, which has
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been not hing short of extraordinary.

And again, | vote aye. Thank you
again for this budget.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Fahy to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Borrello to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President.

Yeah, | am supporting this bil
today, | argely because of the extension of this
EV nmandat e.

But, you know, | do find it alittle
rich to listen to fol ks tal k about giving
t hemsel ves credit. | nean, it's kind of like the
arsoni st taking credit for com ng back to fight
the fire.

This was a mandate that you put in
place. It's been in place | ong enough -- you
coul d have suspended it a while ago. But now the
Governor's in a reelection fight and we've got to
| earn about the fact that these school districts
have not been able to neet this mandate.

And |''m wondering, if we're thinking

that the technology's going to inprove, like if
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they kept their receipt, can they get their noney
back for the buses that they bought that are
obvi ously going to be better in five years?

don't think so.

So this is still a problem W
still have to address this. But I'll take the
half a |oaf today, and I'Il be voting aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1284, voting in the negative are
Senators O Mara and Wl czyk.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
has passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.

Returning to notions for a nonent,
on behal f of Senator Parker, on page 34 | offer
the foll owi ng anendnents to Cal endar 637

Senat e 9433A, and ask that said bill retainits
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pl ace on Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Senat or May, on page 23 | offer the follow ng
amendnents to Cal endar 238, Senate Print 7131A,
and ask that said bill retain its place on
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At the request
of the sponsors of the resolutions we took up
earlier today, they are all open for
cosponsor shi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
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no further

adj ourn unt

busi ness at the desk.
SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to

il Thursday, May 21st, at 11:00 a.m
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: On

notion, the Senate stands adjourned until

Thur sday, May 21st, at 11:00 a.m

adj our ned.)

(Wher eupon, at 5:23 p.m, the Senate
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