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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

May 14, 2026
11: 24 a. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR ROXANNE J. PERSAUD, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: In the
absence of clergy, let us please bow our heads in
a nonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, May 13, 2026, the Senate net pursuant
to adjournnent. The Journal of Tuesday, May 12,
2026, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Sepul veda
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noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
Judi ci ary, Assenbly Bill Number 9144A, and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
Nunber 9286, Third Readi ng Cal endar 571

Senat or Kavanagh noves to di scharge,
fromthe Conmttee on Local Governnent,
Assenbly Bill Number 9570C and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 8527B
Third Readi ng Cal endar 763.

Senat or Conrie noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Transportation,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 5134 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 5164, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 776.

Senat or Sanders noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Banks, Assenbly Bil
Nunber 3304B and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 9656, Third Readi ng Cal endar 857.

Senat or Scar cel | a- Spant on noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Veterans,
Honel and Security and MIlitary Affairs,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 10418 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 9851, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 862.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: So
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or der ed.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Good
nor ni ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Senat or Hinchey, | wish to call up Senate Print
Nunber 1788, recalled fromthe Assenbly, which is
now at the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
223, Senate Print 1788, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

Secretary will call the roll on reconsideration.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bill
is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
amendnents are received.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
there will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

SENATOR G ANARI S: The Senate
stands at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 11:26 a.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
11:31 a.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

Senate will return to order.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4533

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: There's a report
of the Rules Conmttee at the desk.

Pl ease take that up

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bill:

Senate Print 10324, by
Senat or Serrano, an act naking appropriations for
t he support of governnent.

The bill reports direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al
those in favor of accepting the report of the
Rul es Comm ttee please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

report of the Rules Conmittee is accepted.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he suppl enental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1121, Senate Print 10324, by Senator Serrano, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity and appropriation at the
desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
a message of necessity and appropriation at the
desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to accept
t he nmessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al
those in favor of accepting the nessage pl ease
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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nmessage is accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
is laid aside.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
pl ease take up the reading of the suppl enenta
controversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1121, Senate Print 10324, by Senator Serrano, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
O Mara, why do you rise?

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
M. President.

Whul d Senat or Serrano, the sponsor
of this extender, answer sone questions?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the

Senat or vyi el d?
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The Senator vyields.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, here we
are, over a nonth and a half late on this budget.
Can you summari ze for us where we stand in
getting this budget to a close and when you
expect that to happen?

SENATOR SERRANC Thr ough you
Madam Pr esi dent .

Senat or O Mara, we've gone through a
few of these extenders. | can inagine it's a
little bit frustrating. But | do feel probably
nore optimstic than ever that an end is in
si ght .

W will certainly concl ude,
believe, shortly, but we're not quite there yet.
And the bill before us allows state governnent to
continue to nove forward and execute all of the
different things that it needs to do until we get
to that nonent.

But right now | don't have a
concrete update as to where we are with the fina
budget .

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam President, if the Senator will

continue to yield.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or, do you
expect us to have final budget bills next week or
after Menorial Day?

SENATOR SERRANC Through you
Madam President. [It's very difficult for ne to
speculate on that. | would hope that next week
we could start working on the final enacted
budget, but it's difficult for nme to say.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, this
extender takes us till Mnday of next week, three
days away.

In my experience, wthout having any
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budget bills finalized at this point, there's
really no possible way to have a final and
conpl eted group of budget bills by next Monday.
So why is this extender only going till Mnday
and not going later?

SENATOR SERRANC Thr ough you
Madam President. W don't control the | ength of
time the extenders cover, although it has been
sort of the pattern throughout these extenders
that they do carry us fromthe |ast day of
session in a particular week to the follow ng
week, the beginning of the foll ow ng week. So
this is just, | think, a continuation of that
pattern.

But beyond that, | cannot say -- |
can't really explain sort of the spacing of them

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senator, do we
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have a schedule for the joint budget commttees?

SENATOR SERRANC Thr ough you,
Madam President. No, we do not.

SENATOR O MARA: Thr ough you,

Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Do you expect that
t he budget commttees are going to neet again?

SENATOR SERRANC Thr ough you,
Madam President. | don't have any information on
that at this nonent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thr ough
you, Madam President, if the Senator wll
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Ther e has been,
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you know, several | guess statenents, for |ack of
a better word, by the Governor that there's a
budget deal. That was over a week ago. The
Governor said there was a budget deal. The
Governor had a press conference, a ful

Power Poi nt presentation on this budget deal. And
yet still we have no bills in print.

So, you know, you said it's
frustrating to have this, but it's concerning
al so. There seens to be no sense of urgency in
getting this done, and very few details about
what these agreenents may or may not be on the
maj or i ssues.

Can you tell us where we stand in
regards to the agreenent on changes to Tier 67

SENATOR SERRANC Through you
Madam President, | don't -- | don't have any
details on those policy issues.

And again, the bill before us does
not enconpass any of those. | believe those, if
they do exist, will ultimately be part of a final
budget .

But to your previous statenent,
Senator O Mara, | do sense there is an urgency.

| think there's been an urgency fromthe very

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4541

begi nning to get a good budget.

But this one has been particularly
difficult, and because of the many different
factors involved. But certainly it is an
i mportant budget, and it's inmportant for our
constituents to have a very good budget that
speaks to the needs of New Yorkers across the
st at e.

And | feel confident that we wll
get to that point and it will be a good budget.
But right nowit is still out there, so we still
have some work to do.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: | certainly agree
that it's better to have a good budget than an
on-tinme budget, but | don't think it's good
government to have a two-nonths-1| ate budget

either, with the seem ng | ack of activity going
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on here.

And we want a good budget for
New Yor kers, and we want New Yorkers to
under stand what that budget is. And there's been
no information forthcom ng other than sone
overarching bullet points that tell us we have
deal on these policy agreenents.

Now, it's cone out that the Tier 6
agreenent is going to cost about $500 mllion.
Who is -- whose cost is that $500 mllion? |Is
that state governnent cost? Does that include
| ocal governnents' share in that? And is this a
one-tinme $500 mllion or is this going to be
$500 mllion every year going forward due to the
changes being proposed in Tier 67

SENATOR SERRANC Through you
Madam President. Senator O Mara, it's difficult
for me to give you any answers on that because |
don't have the details in front of nme.

To your statenment as to this budget
process and conveying that information, you know,
fromthe Executive Budget through our budget
one- house, these have been opportunities for us
to convey to our constituents about where our

budget priorities lie and solicit feedback from
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themon different itens -- which ny office, and
|"msure all of your offices have gotten.

So while it certainly has not been a
perfect process, it has been wi dely reported,
many of the details of the budget. And as we
continue to cl ose down these different itens, |
think we'll have nore information to convey back
to our constituents.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, is there
any ot her Senator present here today that
has i nformation and details on this issue?

SENATOR SERRANC Through you

Madam Presi dent, | cannot say for sure.
But the bill before us is a bill
that | sponsor, so I'll be nore than happy to

give you as nuch information as | can.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
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Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: You know, havi ng
no information as things progress (air quotes)
doesn't really make us feel that things are
progressing on this.

And seem ngly every tinme the
Gover nor makes an announcenent on where we stand,
there's nore things being added, such as an
additional $4 billion to bail out New York GCity,
in one of her nost recent conments on that.

Can you tell us, this additional
$4 billion, where's it comng fromand what's it
going to, other than just New York City? |Is
there paraneters on what it's being used for?

SENATOR SERRANC Through you
Madam President. Senator O Mara, it's difficult
for nme to give you that answer wi thout fina
budget | anguage in front of nme.

But considering the size of the
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State of New York and all of the different
agenci es and prograns and schools and really
worthy itenms that need to be addressed in this
budget, | think it's not surprising that it has
taken this long, considering the magnitude of our
budget .

However, | do feel good that we are
inthe final stretch and that we are getting
closer to a resolution on this budget. And |
hope, in the com ng days, to have budget | anguage
that we can begin voting on.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: W have these
general proposals of an additional $5.5 billion
to bail out New York City.

We all represent various
constituencies, various |ocal governnents,

various school districts that all have their own
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fiscal concerns. And while the dollar anmounts
may not be as |arge, the percentages of what
t hese | ocal governnments are facing are equally as
| arge as what the City of New York is |ooking at.

So what, in addition to this
$5.5 billion that the Governor's earmarking for
New York City, how much nore is being discussed
to give to our local governnments to help them
stave off property tax increases?

SENATOR SERRANC Through you
Madam Presi dent, in our Senate budget one-house
we tried our best to support all the localities
t hroughout the State of New York, with an
under st andi ng that they have trenmendous need and
they're al so great econom c generators for the
entire econony for the state.

So that can be, | think, a very
cl ear blueprint of where we stand and where
negoti ations are. But certainly we feel very
strongly about the Gty of New York, as we do of
every town and village throughout the State of
New York, ensuring that they can have the
resources they need to thrive and to be part of
the great State of New York and be the econom c

generators that they all are.
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SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senator, | can
tell you that my |ocal governments and schoo
districts aren't feeling it -- school districts
in particular, with budget votes next Tuesday.
And we're extending this budget until Monday.
There will be no budget on Monday.

You know, when it was initially --
came out of the agreenents with an additi onal
$1.5 billion going to New York City, and then
$100 million for basically the rest of the state,
ot her than sonme amounts in particular for the big
cities along the Thruway.

But, you know, $100 mllion to
$1.5 billion is 1/15th. Now, we're at
5.5 billion. And | haven't done the math in ny
head, but it's four or five tinmes nore of that

di screpancy between how much New York City's
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getting and how nuch the rest of the state is
getting.

How i s that bal anced? And how can
you justify that?

SENATOR SERRANC Thr ough you
Madam Presi dent. There is a very large
concentration of people in the Cty of New York
and there certainly is a |lot of need and need for
resources there.

But | can tell you, when it comes to
school districts -- you did nmention that,

Senator O Mara -- that the Executive Budget had a
good nunber in there. W in our Senate budget
one- house, we built up fromthere as well.

So while we don't have a final
enacted budget in front of us to vote on and to
point to as far as what school districts can
expect, | think it's safe to assume, based on
what the Executive Budget had and what our
one- house had, that it would be a good nunber.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the

Senat or vyi el d?

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4549

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Well, | can't
di sagree with you strongly enough on that,
Senator. That, you know, the Governor's budget
came out with a 1 percent increase for sone
65 percent of the school districts in this state.

And we don't have a firm nunber as
to where we are now. At best, fromwhat |'ve
heard, those |ower school districts, al
non- ur ban school districts, all rural, poor
school districts, getting 1 percent, maybe
2 percent in this budget -- but yet they're
putting budgets to their voters next Tuesday.

What is the total anmount that's
agreed to at this point going to school aid?

SENATOR SERRANC Through you
Madam Presi dent. Thank you for that question,
Senat or O Mar a.

I n our Senate budget one-house we
actually had a 3 percent increase, so we were
bui | di ng upon what the Governor had put forth.

But again, not to get too deep into

t he specul ation, because | will rem nd everyone
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that the bill before us does not contain any of
this information. This is a budget extender.

But pl ease know that all of us in
our conference care deeply about every town,
village, locality and school district throughout
the State of New York. And we want to ensure
that they have the resources that they need to
educate the kids, the children, the students in
their localities.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Madam President, if the Senator wll
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: There's been a | ot
of di scussion around giving New York City the
opportunity to inpose a pied-a-terre tax on
hi gh-end second hones in New York City. And
there's been sone discussion of spreading that to
upst at e.

Can you tell us, is that going to be
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spread across upstate and the rest of the state,
Long Island included? And what are the
paranmeters going to be? Wat's the criteria to
make a pied-a-terre qualify to have to pay this
tax, and what is that tax rate going to be?

SENATOR SERRANC Thr ough you

Madam President. Senator O Mara, | cannot
speculate on that. It's certainly not in the
bill before us.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam Presi dent. Thank you, Senator.

On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
O Mara on the bill.

SENATCR O MARA: That's the
problem There's nothing in this bill before us
t oday on where things stand in the budget.

Thi ngs shoul d be being resol ved and
checked off, and we should be letting New Yorkers
know where we stand on these issues, where this
Legislature is, where the Governor is, what
agreenents have been nade so, you know, maybe, by
chance, we could get sone actual feedback from
the citizens of New York across the state, not

just the interests of New York City, of where
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this budget is headed, what they can expect.

| know t here have been certain
agreenents that are final. What they are and
what the details of those are, we don't know.

But there's no way that there aren't
some things that are finalized that we could be
i nform ng New Yorkers of so they could be talking
to us and telling us what they think about that,
every one of us.

And we shoul d be very concerned
about that, because we're their representatives.
They el ect us to cone here and represent them
and | ook out for their interests and | ook out for
the interests of the state as a whol e.

But keepi ng everybody in the dark,
now over a nonth and a half late on this budget,
as |'ve said many tinmes on these extenders, it's
not good governnment. Really, it's enbarrassing
that we operate this way. And we need to do
better for the citizens of this state.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Are there any other Senators w shing

to be heard?
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Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is

cl osed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we've agreed to restore this bill to the

noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
has been restored to the noncontroversi al
cal endar.

There's a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Serrano
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 11365 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 10324, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1121.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Rhoads to explain his vote.

SENATOR RHOADS: Just to clarify,
Madam President. |s this vote on the
substitution, or is this vote on the

bill-in-chief?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There's

a substitution at the desk. It is the bill,

but --
SENATCOR RHOADS: So it is the bill.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Yes.
SENATOR RHOADS: Ckay. Madam
President, | rise to explain ny vote.

Budget s are supposed to be about
priorities. Senator Serrano tried to explain
where the Majority's budget priorities are. He
uses the term"ours." These are not the
priorities of the Republican Conference. They
are certainly not nmy priorities in this budget.

But the problemis we are now
passi ng our 12th budget extender. The budget is
now 45 days -- is alnbst 45 days late. W are
spendi ng 10 percent of |ast year's State Budget
this year by extender.

We have the Governor, who cane out

| ast week and not only announced the fact that we

had a budget deal, but had an entire Power Poi nt

presentation with details about the budget bill.
We had the Majority in the Assenbly

and the Senate come out and say, W have no idea

what they're tal ki ng about, but we don't think
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we' Il have another extender that's going to
i nfl uence payroll.

As of today, we are guaranteed to
have to pass another extender that is going to
deal with payroll.

Bi parti san budget subcommittees,
conference subconmittees, have not nmet in
two nonths, which is the process that we're
supposed to be going through by this budget.

Apart fromthe fact that we don't
know whet her people are lying, don't know what's
happeni ng, we can't get any information --
there's no transparency in this process.

The people of the State of New York
and their representatives, at |east on this side
of the aisle, haven't been told anything about
what is happening in this process other than what
we're hearing on the floor, which is
essentially -- with all due respect, is
essentially answers w thout answers.

What this process has been turned
into -- and | thank you, Madam President, there
is no urgency. W, after we consider today's
cal endar, will be going home. Not staying here

to work over the weekend, but going hone.
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Thi s budget process has been turned
into an abom nation of the denobcratic process.
don't know - -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
how do you vote?

SENATCOR RHOADS: | do not want to
support a shutdown. However, | don't know
anot her way to register nmy opposition to what
t hat process has been turned into.

|"mvoting in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Rhoads in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1121, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Rhoads and Wi k.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
let's get back to notions and resol utions and
take up previously adopted Resol ution 1896, by

Senator Bailey, read that resolution's title and
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call on Senator Bail ey.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1896, by
Senat or Bail ey, nourning the death of the
Honor abl e Eli ot Engel, Assenbl yman, Congressnan,
di stingui shed citizen, and devoted nenber of his
comunity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Bail ey on the resol ution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

|"mrising with a heavy heart,
al nrost a nonth post the untinmely death of the
great Eliot Engel. And | do so at this tinme, at
the onset of ny remarks | just want to let ny
col | eagues here know, let the public know that
there will be a public nmenorial this com ng
Sunday for Congressman Engel at Lehnman Col | ege,
his alma mater, from®6:00 to 8:00 p.m, which is
why the timng of this was inportant, so that we
can rem nd peopl e about what Congressmenber Engel
was able to acconplish in his life.

But nmy first interaction with

Congressman Engel wasn't by virtue of ny working
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i n governnent or being around governnent, it was
when | went to school with his daughter Juli a.
Peopl e woul d say that her dad is a Congressman,
and | was |like, Wat's that?

Vell, we |learned what it was. And |
went to el enentary school and junior high school
with Julia. And sone of the things that
Congressman Engel did were quite inspirational.

He grew up in Eastchester Gardens
public housing. Went from public housing to
teaching public school. Then he wanted to be a
public servant, and he ran for the Assenbly. He
served in the Assenbly for about 11 years, and
then ran for Congress, and did a |lot nore for
America and our district than just standing on
t he edge of the aisle.

A |l ot of people knew Eliot Enge
because he stood on the edge of the aisle to
shake nost president's hands, Madam Presi dent.
But Eliot Engel did a |ot nore.

He did great things in Co-Op City,
where he represented and where he once |ived
also. He did great things -- he was a sponsor or
cosponsor of single-payer healthcare back in

2003. Before it becane a national talking point,
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Congressman Eliot Engel was tal king about how we
needed to do better anpbngst our society.

But | wanted to focus on the nman
El i ot Engel, Madam President. He was sonmeone who
really cared. He actually really cared about his
community. And he would show up in the nobst
random pl aces by hinself, without his staff, even
t hough his staff wouldn't want himto go to these
pl aces by hinsel f.

Long before his reel ection,
Eli ot Engel would be at a block party or a street
renam ng with three other people. And he would
sit there and talk to the three other people that
were there because he |l oved his comunity.

| specifically renmenber the street
renamng for J.W Smith, Madam President. It was
95 degrees that day. And everybody that was
supposed to cone, nost of themdidn't cone.
Eli ot showed up. Now, this wasn't because he was
runni ng, because he didn't have a primary that
year. This wasn't because he needed el ectoral
credit. Because he cared about his conmunity,
and he showed up. And that's a shining nonment of
how | remenber Eliot.

Hs wfe, Pat, amazi ng worman. |
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remenber her fromwhen | was a kid, seeing the
famly at PTA conferences. They were a very
civically involved famly with their other
children, Philip and Jonathan -- and Julia, as |
nmenti oned earlier.

And | just wanted us to renenber
that he had a life well-lived outside of the
space of Washi ngton

And recently -- | just wanted to
make sure this is record. Congressnenber Latiner
reached out the other day and noticed that the
House Foreign Affairs Conmttee, one of the few
bi parti san things that's happening i n Washi ngt on,
they voted 39-7 so that building of the
chancel l ory in Kosovo woul d be named after Eliot.

Eliot did a |lot of great thing for
the residents of Kosovo and Al bania. He's very
hi ghly regarded over there.

But | think that this should show
who he was, Madam President. That even in tines
of deep political discord and division that when
we're | ooking to do sonething for Eliot Engel, we
can do so in a bipartisan manner.

| just want to nake sure | send ny

| ove again to Pat and the famly and to the
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Team Engel folks like Bill Witz and

John Calvelli and so nany other fromthe

Team Engel tree. W know how nuch you | oved him
and we | oved himas well.

| thank you for the opportunity to
be able to present this resolution. My
Congressnenber Eliot Engel's nenory be an eternal
bl essi ng.

| vote aye, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Leader Stewart-Cousins on the
resol ution.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so much, Madam Presi dent.

And | rise also to pay tribute to
sonmeone who was a friend, who was denonstrably,
as Senator Bailey said, commtted to community
and to public service. And thank you again for
sponsoring this resolution and having this nonent
to tal k about soneone who was, for those of us
who knew him really a friend.

You know, yeah, he was a politician.
And yes, he was a public servant. But he was

al so a guy that you could always talk to and ask
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his opinion. He would never be the person who
woul d say, "By the way, what | think you should
do" -- unless you asked. But if you asked, he
would tell you. 1In a way that you understood it,
he woul d explain his reasoning and give you an
opportunity to really assess what your options
wer e.

And in tinmes where we know, as
politicians, it can be difficult to determ ne
whose advice you can really take, Eliot Engel was
not one of those people. You knew that what he
was saying was heartfelt and that he was doing it
to help you.

So | really appreciated this about
him And the fact that when | got into politics,
actually it was '92, and Eliot was ny
Congressperson. |'d noved to Yonkers fromthe
Bronx. He and | had very simlar paths. | grew
up in public housing, he grew up in public
housi ng. Went to public schools, taught. And
actually he and I went to the sane high school

So we had a lot in common. But the
first Congressperson that | was aware of when we
noved to Westchester was Eliot Engel. And so in

that regard, he was a nodel for so many who were
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growing up in politics. And again, to have
sormeone who had the title of Congressman but who
was accessible, who was willing to be in your
comunity no matter how big or how snmall, left an
i ndelible inpression on nme and so many ot hers
about what public service |looks |ike and what it
nmeans to actually be someone who is not only
active in D.C. or on the floor of Congress, but

al so in our very conmmunities.

So | too want to give my condol ences
to the Engel famly, to Pat, to Julia, to Philip
and Jonat han, and his grandchildren. And, you
know, to |let them know that his service, whether
it was on an international stage in his role
as -- he always used to say foreign rel ations,
foreign affairs. W would al ways | augh about how
they are two different things in the Senate and
in the Congress.

But whether it's an international
role, a national role, and nost inportantly a
very, very local role, his legacy will be
treasured, renenbered, enul ated.

And again, we wish that he rest in
peace, because he has contributed over 44 years

to taking care of the rest of us.
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So thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Madam Leader.

Senat or Mayer on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And t hank you, Senator Bailey and
Leader Stewart-Cousins, for talking about our
friend Eliot Engel.

He really was, for those of us who
were in his world, a friend as well, as the
| eader said, a congressman and a | eader in the
Washi ngt on worl d.

| just want to for a mnute focus on
his role as chair of the Foreign Affairs
Comm ttee. Many nenbers of Congress who have
such distinguished roles don't translate it for
t he people they represent, but he did.

And in Yonkers, where there's so
many people who are either first or second
generation com ng from another country here, in
t hose years, whether it was from Ukraine,

Al bani a, Kosovo, he was present in our comunity
standing up with tremendous courage on behal f of

their famlies at hone.
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And | renmenber being at the
Ukrai nian festival many tines, with the | eader
and others in Yonkers, with thousands of people
of Ukrai nian heritage who cared and were
concerned about their famlies back hone,
wel coming himas if he was a fell ow
Ukr ai ni an- Amreri can. And the sane when we were in
t he Al bani an- Anreri can comrunity.

Each of these inm grant conmunities,
he was able to translate his own history as a
child of immgrants into a real synpathy and
enpathy with the next generation of Americans.

We m ss having that kind of
| eadershi p now, soneone who understands the next
generation of our friends and nei ghbors. Eliot
Engel was exceptional in translating that into a
meani ngf ul connection to the people he
represented at honme, as well as on the
i nternational stage.

W were very, very fortunate to have
his | eadership. Toward the end of his term
was in a church in Tuckahoe with himin a very
tough tinme. He was courageous, thoughtful,
enpat hetic, and exhibited | eadership.

We really treasure his nmenory. My
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his menory be a bl essing.

And | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Stavi sky on the resol ution.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And as I'mlistening to

Senator Bailey -- and thank you for introducing
this resolution -- and the | eader and
Senat or Mayer, |I'mstruck by the warnth that we

all felt for Eliot Engel.

W do a lot of resolutions here, and
often we don't really know t he people
individually. But this is different. As nany of
you know, many years ago ny husband was in the
Assenbly and chaired the Assenbly Education
Committee. And | think it was in the '70s when
he had a person active in Bronx politics by the
nanme of Patty Ennis on his staff, and she worked
in the district office for quite a nunber of
years.

And she had the sanme qualities as
Eliot, and in fact they were dating for a | ong

time. She was dating this young teacher active
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in Bronx politics.

And one day there was a vacancy in
the Bronx for the Assenbly, and she -- her
partner, so to speak, was running for the seat.
He was a teacher at the tine. So she asked
Leonard and nme, and ultinmately ny son, to cone to
the Bronx and ring doorbells. They gave us
sheets, and we rang doorbells. And | renenber
goi ng honme around 2:30 or so to pick up nmy son
who was in elenmentary school, and the three of us
rang doorbells in Co-Op City for Eliot.

He was el ected to the Assenbly,
obvi ously, and then to Congress.

And | do have a connection to his
congressi onal career, because | spent sone tine
i n Rockland County. And of course it was great
wat chi ng himas a nmenber of Congress. And |
remenber the post office dedication for sonebody
we knew in common. And | saw the warnth that the
people felt for him

This was not sonebody who was al oof
and arrogant. This was a teacher who never
forgot where he canme from

So to Pat and to his famly, we wll

all mss him
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Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

The resol ution was adopted on
April 21st.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Next let's nove
on to previously adopted Resolution 1843, by
Senat or Ashby, read that resolution's title and
call on Senator Ashby, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1843, by
Senat or Ashby, congratul ating the
Christian Brothers Acadeny Varsity
Basket bal | Team upon the occasi on of capturing
the 2026 New York State Public H gh School
At hl etic Association C ass AAA Boys Basket bal |
Chanpi onshi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ashby on the resol ution.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent, for allowing nme to introduce
today the Christian Brothers Acadeny Varsity

Basket bal | Team for capturing the New York State
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2026 Cl ass AAA Boys Basket bal | Chanpi onshi p.

Undef eat ed season, first AAA boys
basket bal | season to go undefeated and wi n the
New York State Chanpi onship.

We're joined by players
Jacob Bowden, Brandt Cadet, Amare Coffil
Sebastien Dorcel us, Jack Hulett, Rae'vel Johnson,
Ki eon Pol | ydore, Theodore Tidgewell, Jason Vogel,
Austin OGsinski and Jayden Gsi nski .

And for some of us, these nanes nmay
sound a little famliar. Osinski, |egendary
coach from Schal nont. Corey Gsi nski
Kevin Gsinski, both standout players in the
Capital Region, both of whom | foul ed
tremendously during nmy tinme on the court. It was
a privilege to play with them

We are al so joined by Head Coach
Gal al Cancer, Assistant Coaches Mal col m Austin
and WIIliam Banagan, Athletic Director Blaine
Drescher, Assistant Athletic Director Tina
Sl i ngerl and, Team Manager Trustin Tolliver, and
staff nmenbers Andrew Goodenote and
W1 1iam Tooney.

Madam Presi dent, please congratul ate

them offer themall the cordialities of this
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august body.

And just a tremendous acconpli shnent
for you guys. | know that we will be wel com ng
you back here next year.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

To the undefeated Cl ass AAA
Christian Brothers Acadeny Varsity Basket bal
Team congratul ati ons on everything that you' ve
acconpl i shed. Continue doing well. Continue
bei ng excellent not only in academ cs but in
sports.

We wel cone you on behal f of the
Senate. W extend to you the privileges and
courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol uti on was adopted on April 21st.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Now | et's take
up previously adopted Resol ution 2083, by
Senat or Baskin, read that resolution's title, and

call on Senator Baskin.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2083, by
Senat or Baskin, conmenorating the four-year
anni versary of the shooting at Tops Friendly
Mar kets in Buffalo, New York, on May 14, 2026
and honoring the victins, survivors, famlies and
comunity at large in the wake of this
devast ati ng tragedy.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Baskin on the resol ution.

SENATOR BASKI N: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Madam Presi dent, |ast year | stood
in this very chanber and | spoke about the
horrific events of May 14, 2022, at Tops G ocery
Store on Jefferson Avenue in ny district in
Buf fal o, New York

There was a part of nme |ast year
that was fixated on not crying, because | believe
t hat nonments of extrenme enotion should be
reserved for privacy. | did not want to cry | ast
year. | did not want to be enbarrassed.

Last year, in the days leading up to

t he anni versary of the sensel ess massacre that
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took 10 of nmy community nenbers, | wote ny
remarks and | prepared nyself not to cry. | did
not want to talk about the tragedy of 5/14 while
consuned by tears.

But anyone who experienced May 14th
as a frontline witness, |like the residents of the
63th District did, anyone who sat with and hel d
menbers of their community as they grieved their
i nconcei vabl e | oss, that person should feel pain.
That person should feel grief and anger, and that
person should cry.

When we renenber that on a nornal
sunny Saturday afternoon a racist white
nationalist cane into ny commnity and sought to
terrorize and kill as many Bl ack peopl e as
possi bl e, that he drove two hours to deliberately
target the only grocery store in a historic Bl ack
nei ghbor hood -- yes, we should cry.

Madam President, | know that there
are Bl ack people across this nation who are born
into hardship every day, a hardship that this
country specifically designed for them But
al so know personally many, nmany Bl ack people in
Buffalo, in the 63rd District, and | know their

traunma. | know their stories. You see,
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Madam Presi dent, 5/14 was not a standal one traunmm

for ny cormunity. It was a re-trauma. It was a
remnder. It was not a dark day; it was a darker
day. It was a deeper sadness in a life already

afflicted by pain.

The peopl e of Buffal o have been
carrying the trauma of May 14th every single day
for the past four years. Again, not as a traum,
but as a re-traunma. Ask anyone in the community
where they were or what they were doi ng when they
first heard about the shooting. They renenber.
Survivors relive the fear they felt that
afternoon. Children in nmy conmunity are grow ng
up with the nenory of hate and viol ence attached
to a place that should have sinply been known as
a nei ghborhood grocery store.

So we should cry. W should nourn
when we speak the nanes of the victinms who were
ripped away fromtheir famlies, ripped away from
our community in a pure act of hatred and
cruelty: Celestine Chaney; Roberta Drury;

Andre Mackneil ; Katherine Massey;
Mar gus Morrison; Heyward Patterson; Aaron Salter;
Ceraldine Talley; Ruth Wiitfield; and

Pear| Young.
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Madam Presi dent, we should cry when
we think about the re-traunma endured by the
survivors on that darker day, including the three
who were shot and wounded: Zaire Goodman
Jenni fer Warrington; Christopher Braden.

We should cry when we renenber the
10 people stolen fromus that day and the |ives
that they lived. They were nurturing nothers and
fathers. (Weping.) They were grandparents.
They were cherished children. They were
siblings. They were dedicated community
activists who worked to i nprove their
nei ghbor hood. They were public servants who
prot ect ed peopl e.

They were sel fl ess caregivers who
provided for their |oved ones. They were
faithful |eaders who spread God's |ight
t hroughout their conmmuniti es.

The May 14t h shooter, who was
radi cali zed online to hate people who were
different fromhim wanted to divide nmy community
further. He wanted to break my conmunity. But
t he opposite happened.

The pain that we felt on May 14,

2022, does not di sappear because tinme has passed.
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And | guarantee that every year that we renenber
this day on the floor of the New York State
Senate, that | will feel sorrow, I will fee
anger, and I wll cry.

But grief is not weakness. Tears
are not weakness. Anger at injustice is not
weakness. These are enotions, and these enotions
are proof of our humanity. They are proof that
we | ove people. (Weping.) They are proof that
ot her communities other than ours natter. They
are proof that we care about lives that are
stolen from us.

May God bless the Gty of Buffalo
and all the people that are back home today who
are angui shed. May God remind all of us in this
chanber that we have a responsibility to respond
to the violence of May 14th with progress. And
may He remind ne that it's only on the day that |
stand to nmenorialize May 14th and | don't cry,
that's the day that | should feel enbarrassed.

| also want to ask God for a specia
prayer and a special healing for the East Side of
Buf f al o.

| want to thank all of ny coll eagues

in this chanber who will vote in favor of this
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resolution and who will continue to keep ny
district in prayer.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senator Zellner on the resolution.

SENATOR ZELLNER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise today as a Senator from
Buf falo but, nore inportantly, to advocate for a
comunity still carrying the pain of May 14th
every single day.

And as our Senator April Baskin
rem nded this chanber, four years ago today a
nei ghbor hood grocery store becane the site of one
of the nost horrific acts of racist violence in
nodern history. Ten innocent people were
nmur dered sinply because of the color of their
ski n.

And | think all of us remenber where
we were when we heard that news. But this felt
di fferent because this was Buffalo. This was our
comunity. These were our nei ghbors.

For many people on Buffalo's

East Side, May 14th did not create the pain. It
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was the nonment the rest of the country finally
paid attention to pain that existed for
generations. A conmmunity that had al ready
endur ed segregation, disinvestnent, food

i nsecurity, violence, and | oss.

And yet even after unimgi nable
| oss, this community still chose conpassi on.

That is Buffalo. And what stays with nme the nost
is who we lost. People Iike Pearl Young. | knew
Pearl in ny time as board of elections
conmi ssi oner. She was one of our dedicated

el ections inspectors. Pearl lived a life
centered on hel pi ng ot hers.

And Geraldine Talley. |If you asked
peopl e who knew Gerry Talley, they would tell you
that she was an anmazi ng nom an amazi ng baker,
someone who nade birthday cakes for every one of
her col | eagues' birthdays every single year.

That was who she was.

And today we renenber the other
ei ght innocent people who never returned hone
that day. W renenber the survivors, the
wor kers, the shoppers, and the people forced to
run for their |ives.

Four years later, there are stil
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some of our neighbors carrying the intense pain
of that day.

One of the voices to enmerge from
this tragedy has been CGerry's son Mark Tall ey.
And over the | ast four years he has rem nded
peopl e that for Buffalo, May 14th did not end
when the nmenorials were over.

And while Buffalo will never forget
the 10 innocent |ives taken too soon, we al so
know there is plenty of work ahead. Wrk to nake
sure famlies can afford to stay in the
nei ghbor hoods they built. Wrk to make sure
children grow up with opportunities close to
home. Work to make sure communities have access
to fresh food. Wrk to make sure people feel
safe in their own comunity.

Because the people we | ost should
still be here. They should still be with their
famlies. They should still have been able to
wal k into a grocery store on a Saturday afternoon
and cone hone.

So today we renenber them But the
best way we can renenber them and to honor them
is to continue working to build the kind of

community that they deserve.
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Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senat or Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

This attack certainly took place in
Buffal o, but Buffalo is all of us.

| was visiting Buffal o on a banking
tour, and | canme across a supermarket, a very
bl and- | ooki ng supermarket. And the only thing
that stood out was that there was sonme -- it was
a tree or sonething of that nature where there
was a plaque or something on it. And I
guestioned people. | said, Wiat is this? And
they said, That is where the attack took place.

It was so typical. There was
not hi ng extraordi nary about the supermarket. It
was just a supermarket that you would find
anywhere. And that's what struck ne, ny friends,
that this was an attack that woul d have taken
pl ace anywhere, to any of us. A sick and
troubl ed m nd decided that this was the area --
it could have been your area. Just |uck of the

draw, if you wish, that it was theirs.
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There's a group of people out there
that call thenselves the accelerationists. They
believe that Anerica is falling, that Arerica is
hit and we're going to the bottom and it should
be dissolved. And if they could just end it,
they'Il create sonething in their mnds better.
The accel erationi sts.

And they want to accelerate
Anerica's downfall. These are white suprenacists
who have a very tw sted view of Anerica, and they
are hard at work accelerating this downfall that
t hey see.

Now, the American people should take
a different position. W should becone
decel erationists. W should conbat the nonsense
and the m ndset that they have by conmitting
oursel ves to these values that we call ourselves
hol di ng, values that are worth fighting for and
worth dying for.

America is an unfinished product.
Nobody can say this nore than Bl ack peopl e.
Anerica is certainly not the finished product or
not the place that has everything together.

But America is worth keeping.

Anerica is worth defending. These ideals put up
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by inperfect people are bigger than those peopl e.
And therefore, attacks by people who want to
accelerate the end of Anerica should be stopped
by every single person who calls thensel ves an
Aneri can.

Buffalo is not an isolated pl ace.
Belief is a warning shot across the bow to all of
us in America, that there are those who are
conmmitted to make sure that this union that so
many peopl e have fought and died for goes down
t he drain.

W in this chanber should conmit
ourselves that we are not going to let it happen.
We're going to reach across the aisle. W're
going to -- we could disagree, but we don't have
to becone di sagreeable. W don't have to just
say no when we know we shoul d say yes, or
vi ce versa.

We can be bigger than these things,
my friends. W can perhaps show the rest of the
nation where this country could go if it just
believed in the words that were witten.

Anerica is larger than any of us in
here and deserves to be fought for. And this is

why Buffal o should never stand by itself and
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never be -- and we should always say it. And not
just Buffalo, Charleston -- we could go down the
line, all of these places where we're getting

t hese shootings. This is anti-Anerican, and al
of us should say it and stand with it.

"1l be kind and end there by saying
we stand -- in the Talented Tenth Senatori al
District, we stand with Buffalo.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senator Conrie on the resolution.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| stand to support the resolution
mar ki ng four years of a tragedy that happened at
t he Tops Supernmarket in Buffalo.

The tragedy that happened, the fact
that we had a child that was raised in the State
of New York that wanted to commit nass nurder of
people he didn't know, is a tragedy that we can't
wal k away from It's a situation that we have to
face, that we as a state have not made sure that
our children understand the beauty of New York

New York was founded to create
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opportunities for people. New York enbraced
immgrants, fromthe Statute of Liberty, from al
of the people that em grated here fromdifferent
parts of the world, New York has al ways been a
state that enbraces culture. A state that allows
people fromdifferent areas to cone and

under stand what Anmerica is, understand how to
make a new |ife, understand how to escape

oppr essi on.

But the fact that we had a young nan
from New York State that wanted to kill people
for no reason, other than listening to hate bl ogs
and being on hatred websites, is sonething that
we need to change. W have | ost civics teaching
in our schools. W have lost the ability to nmake
sure that our children understand and enbrace
other cultures. W have broken down our
education system because people don't want to
take the tinme to nmake that happen.

This tragedy shoul d have never
happened. There is no New Yorker that should
ever want to hurt anyone.

The only Native New Yorkers here are
I ndians. W are all fromdifferent cultures.

W're fromall different backgrounds. W all
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need to respect each other.

| grieve for the people in Buffalo
that are still hurting fromthis. | hope that
t hey can continue to get the services and
resources that they need to continue to try to
live through this -- because you can never forget
it.

And we shoul d never forget that as
| egislators we need to do nore to be responsible
to all our children so that no child in New York
ever wants to do a hatred act |ike this again.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Senat or Baskin, thank you. Senator
Zel Il ner, thank you. But Senator Baskin, you
t al ked about crying.

| " mtal ki ng about Psalm 30:5 -- you
know what |'mgetting ready to say. Weping nmay
endure for a night, but joy -- | said joy -- |
said joy, it comes in the norning.

And so we will cry with you every
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night, April. We will collectively cry as a
comunity until that joy cones in the norning.
|'d be lying to you,
Madam President, if | was certain when that joy
is comng. But |I knowit's going to cone.
There's too nmuch weeping. Too rmuch racism And
I"'mglad that we |ift up the names of the
victims, because we become desensitized,
Madam Presi dent. The year after, when we had the
display in the LOB, everybody stopped. And then
the year after that, |ess people stopped. And
this year, people just seened to be wal king on
By. They just seened -- that it happened, it was
what it was. Those 10 people are still gone.
Their famlies will never forget.
Wen we | ose people, either |oved ones or
society, we got to be there for them |l onger than
just post a funeral, Madam President. The cards,
the influx, the calls, the love for Buffalo --
six nmonths, a year -- four years later we still
have to renmenber those fol ks that were just
trying to eat. If we really distill this down to
a basic societal and human need, these fol ks were
just trying to eat.

And they were killed because they
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were trying to eat and they were poor and Bl ack.
You don't deserve to die because you're hungry.
You don't deserve to die because you're Bl ack
That's why they died. W can't forget that.

We can't forget that there's an
idiot running around the incident who I'm not
going to dignify that's been goi ng around
claimng in the nanme of free speech that he's
calling people this and that. And people are
clicking on this garbage.

You know why, Madam President?
Because the | ounge conversations aren't the floor
conversations. W all get along, nost of the
time. W get along. But they don't see that.
They see the clips of the debates and they see
the you versus this and the D versus the R They
don't see the humanity.

We've got to show themthe humanity.
The | ounge conversations have got to cone to the
fl oor one day, Madam President. That's the only
way that the joy will cone in the norning, when
we collectively as a country have those
conver sati ons.

And I'Il leave you with this,

because | know nore people want to speak on this.
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Today is 5/14. And one of ny
favorite verses is from Matthew 5:14: You are
the light of the world. A town built on a hil
cannot be hi dden.

On 5/ 14, renenber Chapter 5,

Verse 14: Be that light. Shine the |ight.
Shine the light in places where you didn't think
it needed to be shown. But shine the |ight
nonet hel ess. Because you can't hide the light.
Everywhere you go, you've got to let it shine.

God bl ess the | egacy -- not just the
menory, the |egacy, tragedy to triunph, of those
lost in Buffalo. The nenories are always goi ng
to be a blessing. But we have to nake sure we
| et our light shine.

| vote aye, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senat or Har ckham on the resol ution.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank Senator Baskin for
the resolution and your powerful words.

You know, if we can't shed a tear in

the face of such horror and evil, it's okay. W
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can shed a tear. And Senator Zellner and ny
col | eagues, thank you for your remarks.

| was up in Buffalo a little over a
week after the tragedy, went up to see our forner
col | eague Senat or Kennedy, Senator Ryan, to be
noral support. W went to the nakeshift mnenori al
outside Tops with piles of flowers and hone
phot ographs. Met with grieving constituents of
now Senat or Baskin. Mt a worman whose son had
been shot through the neck that day.

And yet on the flip side, we mnet
with the volunteers across the street who were
di stributing food because the supernmarket was
closed. And the community com ng together.

But as many col | eagues poi nted out,
this was such an act of evil because these folks
were killed because of the color of their skin.
They were hunted down because they were Bl ack.

And yet there are too nany people
who | ook like me saying we're all of a sudden a
colorblind society. That we don't have to dea
with the inequities of the past, and that we
can't even say words |ike "diversity" or "equity"
or "inclusion."

And yet we know there are inequities
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in our education system there are inequities in
housi ng, there are inequities in our |egal
system there are inequities in education.
There's environnental inequities. W deal with
envi ronnental injustice and racismon a daily
basis in this body.

And so there is so nuch nore work to
do. And we cannot pretend that this was sinply a
one-of f by a madnman, because the seeds of that
evil are still here.

And so | rise today to support the
resol ution and support ny friends and col | eagues
in Buffalo, but also to support ny constituents
i n Peekskill and OGssining and Brewster and
Mount Kisco who still live with this indecency on
a daily basis.

And so that is what we strive to do
and that's why these resolutions are so
important -- not only to renenber those who we've
| ost, but certainly the charge that we have as
| awmakers and the work we still have to do.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Webb on the resol ution.
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SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to again thank Senator Baskin
for introducing this resolution. O course al
of ny col |l eagues who have spoken and will nost
certainly speak.

You know, as it's been mentioned,
four years ago not only did the City of Buffalo
suffer a trenmendous | oss, but our entire state.
And no one can deny the continuous trauna that
has ensued, especially after that day.

And we know that it was due in |arge
part to the public sickness and pervasi veness of
raci sm

The many cries and the questions of
why still remain to this day. And what do we
know, Madam President? Well, what we do know is
t hat our communities deserve to be safe,
especially those that are historically
mar gi nal i zed. And unfortunately gun viol ence,
like racism continues to be a chronic public
safety issue.

So whether it's mass shootings |ike
t he one that happened in Buffalo four years ago,

domestic viol ence, suicide, or everyday gun
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vi ol ence in our neighborhoods, we mnmust address
the root causes with urgency, conpassion, and a
commtment to justice.

Wth this tragedy, Madam Presi dent,
we know that it was racially notivated. It took
pl ace in a predom nantly Bl ack nei ghborhood. The
sheer fact of 10 people losing their lives sinply
goi ng about their day, and three other people
injured, that trauma stays not only with those
who were lost, their famlies, but the comunity
at | arge.

Every person, no matter their zip
code, their race, ethnicity, however they
culturally identify, should not have to worry
about being killed or injured through viol ence or
t hrough policy that sanctions that violence.

Everyone deserves to be able to have
a better quality of Iife. And behind each
statistic, this is a |oved one, a conmunity
menber, a future stolen far too soon.

Madam Presi dent, we also can't
ignore the role of policy in governnment in this
conversation. Al nost exactly a year ago the
federal Department of Justice cancel ed roughly

$500 million in grants for crimnal justice
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organi zations that work on safety and justice
initiatives.

We know this decision will hurt our
comunities not just in New York State, but
across the country, especially those that are
al ready suffering due to having sone of the
hi ghest rates of violence due to nmany years of
hi storic underinvest nent.

Madam Presi dent, gun violence is a
public health tragedy, it is a crimnal justice
tragedy, and it is a nental health tragedy. W
have to keep pushing for conmonsense gun safety
| egi sl ation.

We al so have to ensure that we
commt ourselves to addressing the m ndset and
the actions that foster hate and bigotry. That
we have to take a role, especially in our
chanmber, an active role to nake sure that we
continue to center our shared humanity.

And, Madam President, we have to
commt ourselves to centering the right to
dignity and respect, conpassion and | ove.

Today | stand with all of our
col | eagues here to not only comrenorate this

tragedy, but may we strengthen our resolve to
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fight against the hate and the viol ence that
resulted in this racially notivated massacre.

May we continue to commit to
advanci ng, not only through policy, but also
budgetary investnents, practices that will center
our shared humanity.

| vote aye, Madam President.

And t hank you agai n, Senator Baskin.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senator Myrie on the resol ution.

SENATOR MYRI E: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

It has been said that only | ove can
drive out hate. So | want to begin with |ove for
the 10 beautiful souls that were |ost four years
ago. Love for their famlies that are changed
forever because of what happened four years ago.
Love for the nei ghborhoods that are inpacted by
what happened four years ago.

And from Brooklyn to Buffalo, |ove
to you, April, for your district, for your
community that had to endure such a tragedy.

But it isn't just love that drives

out hate. W are and should be a society of |aws
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that drive out hate. Right nowthere is a young
man in his basenment being radicalized, being fed
algorithnms that are watering the seeds of hatred
t hat becone a forest, that rob people of their
lives, literally.

W have to be a state of |aws that
drive out this hate. Laws that provide food
access for the people of Buffalo. Laws that give
t he young people of Buffalo sonething to do, a
pl ace to be, community to have. A state that,
yes, has laws to hold the gun industry
accountable, to hold big corporations
account abl e, people who profit off of anger and
hate and vi ol ence.

W have to be a state of |laws so
that May 14th beconmes a day of love. A day of
celebration. A day of change, a day of hope,
where we say this is how we used to be, but we
have changed that together.

So to the people of Buffalo, we got
your back. Brooklyn got your back. New York
has your back. W wll never relent until we rid
oursel ves of the tragedy that stole 10 beauti ful
soul s.

| vote aye
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Bynoe on the resol ution.

SENATOR BYNCE: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| stand today in support of the
resol ution marking the death and the nurders of
the 10 i nnocent people in Buffalo.

As many of ny col |l eagues have spoken
today, | have simlar sentinments. | wanted to
talk today as a woman of great faith, a woman who
| eans on the word of God and the prom ses of God
in times of these struggles. | wanted to talk a
bit about weeping may endure for a night, but joy
conmes in the norning. But hope cones in the
norni ng. But sol ace cones in the norning. And
resilience conmes in the norning.

But faith wi thout works is dead. W
nmust, we nust as a chanber, as representatives
fromacross this great State of New York, make
sure that God's greatest conmmandnent, which is
| ove, is sealed in every policy and every
deci sion that we nmake here in this chanber.

We nust understand, as Senator Mrie

said, that only love can drive out hate. Love.
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Love for our communities. Love even in
di f f erences.

But standing on commnality, the
commonal ity of our desire to serve our
comunities and do best by them

So today, | stand with Buffalo. And
| am praying for a peace that can transcend al
understanding on a day that they have to relive
the trauma of the individual who decided to cone
there and prey -- not pray to God, but prey on
i nnocent victins.

May God bl ess and keep the great
peopl e of Buffal o.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senator Cleare to close.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| stand today with the people of
Buf fal o, but with Bl ack people across this
country and all over the world.

| renmenber when this news first came
tome -- and | thought it was so ironic -- | have

relatives that live in the South, Florida,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4597

calling nme to ask me was | okay. That was so odd
to me, because it seened like it was al ways the
ot her way around. This doesn't happen up here.
And the other thing that it nade ne
t hi nk about was, why does all this hate still
exist? W pass |aws. People know the harns and
t he dangers. But we have not had equality.
We've not had equity. And when we tal k about a
Bl ack curriculum and teaching Bl ack history, sone
people may think it's just for Black people. But
it's nore inportant in sone ways, and clearly
fromthis exanple, that all people know

Bl ack history and see Bl ack peopl e as human.

You' ve got to understand what it takes to kill a
person -- a person, soneone who did nothing to
you -- let alone to go kill 10 or as nany as you
can.

When | wal k through that corridor
and | look at those faces, | see nmy aunties, |
see ny uncl es, grandnother, grandfather. | can
never harm anybody like that. This had to be
sonmeone who was just that cold and ruthless.

So as we fight to understand these
things -- yes, we need gun |laws. Absolutely we

need them But we also do need to strongly
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oppose these forces of evil that swall ow people
up and get into their heads. W can't let it go
by. W can't ever think or |let anyone think that
soneone el se is not val uable.

Senat or Bail ey, every year | wal k
past every nanme and | call it out. | speak it.
And | say a prayer for their famlies and for
them Because | know that on that day, they did
not know this was their last nonent. They didn't
have the opportunity to even say "God help ne."
They never thought that's what was going to
happen. And | think about that.

And Senator Baskin, | amw th you
The shock and the trauma spread all the way to
Harlem to the Upper West Side, to every part of
my district and every part of this country and
even other parts of the world. And we'll always
be shocked, and we shoul d al ways be shocked. W
shoul d al ways be traumatized by this. And let it
be a rem nder of the work we have to do to truly
be one nation under Cod.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

So | m sspoke. Senator Lanza to
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cl ose.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| just want to nake sure that |
don't let the nonent pass without saying | too --
on behalf of the people | represent on
Staten Island and on behal f of ny conference,
that we stand with Buffalo. W stand with the
peopl e of Buffal o.

You know, ever since evil slithered
into the Garden of Evil -- Garden of Eden. Ever
since that day, Madam President, it has stal ked
us. It wants us. And it needs us in order to
spread evil across the earth. And it is a
choi ce.

|'ve listened to the wonderful words
today and the inspirational words, words of |ove.
Too often it seens that it's easier to hate. Too
often it seens that while we're not | ooking, evil
snat ches one of us to do its deeds.

And | think part of the response,
we' ve heard about it today -- part of the
response is that by deed and by words we can keep
evil at bay. But it's a choice. |It's a choice

every day, every mnute, because evil wants us.
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And evil needs us.

And so | think of the words today.
And if you're searching for the right words, if
you're searching to know what it is you ought to
t hink and you ought to say, | would | ook no
further than the words of Senator Baskin, Senator
Conrie, Senator Bailey, Senator Sanders, Senator
Bynoe. Those are the words. That we're better
than it. That we will not let it take our souls.

Those words are powerful. | sat
here, and | was noved. And the trick, as so many
said, is to hold on to that.

But | believe, | believe that if you
enbrace love, and if we do stick together and we
do crowd out hate, | believe with those words we
can ensure, and they will usher in, that light in
the norning, as Senator Bailey so eloquently
rem nded us of.

So, Madam President, | stand with
Buffalo. And | vote in favor of the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

The resol ution was adopted on
May 12t h.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Thank you to all ny coll eagues for
their words on that |ast resolution.

At the request of the sponsors, al
the resol utions we took up today are open for
cosponsor shi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | have a notion
here.

On behal f of Senator Krueger, | w sh
to call up Senate Print 8512B, recalled fromthe
Assenbly, which is now at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
698, Senate Print 8512B, by Senator Krueger, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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Secretary will call the roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
amendnents are received.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
250, Senate Print 7942A, by Senator Oberacker, an
act to anend the H ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4603

the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 250, voting in the negative:

Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
459, Senate Print 1838, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 459, voting in the negative are
Senators Chan, Giffo, Helmng, Lanza, Martinez,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, Ott, Walczyk, Wber
and Wi k.
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Ayes, 46. Nays, 12.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
464, Senate Print 4033C, by Senator Harckham an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 464, voting in the negative:

Senator Borrello.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
504, Senate Print 8378B, by Senator Pal unbo, an
act to anend Chapter 495 of the Laws of 2011.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 504, voting in the negative:
Senat or Skoufi s.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
528, Senate Print 3371A, by Senator Persaud, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect January 1, 2027.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
571, Assenbly Bill Nunber 9144A, by
Assenbl ynenber Lavine, an act to amend the
Cvil Practice Law and Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 571, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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607, Senate Print 3836, by Senator Hinchey, an
act to anend the Al coholic Beverage Control Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 607, voting in the negative:
Senat or Cber acker.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
682, Senate Print 7713A, by Senator Krueger, an
act to anend the Ceneral Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it

shal | have becone a | aw
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 682, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo,
Hel mi ng, Lanza, Mattera, Miurray, Oberacker,

O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 38. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
724, Senate Print 9742A, by Senator Kavanagh,
an act to amend the Multiple Dwelling Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 724, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Bynoe, @Gllivan, Giffo, Mirray,
ber acker, Rhoads, Stec, Tedi sco and Wal czyk.

Ayes, 48. Nays, 10.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
763, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 9570C, by
Assenbl ynenber Lee, an act to anmend the
Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 763, voting in the negative are

Senators Martinez and Skoufi s.
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Ayes, 56. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
776, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 5134, by
Assenbl ynmenber Sol ages, an act to anend the
Public Authorities Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Oh, excuse ne.
Sorry.

In relation to Cal endar Nunber 776,
voting in the negative are Senators Bynoe and
Martinez.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 2.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
811, Senate Print 4969, by Senator Bailey, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 811, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, Gallivan, Giffo, Lanza,
Murray, Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Stec, Tedi sco,
Wal czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 12.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
857, Assenbly Bill Nunber 3304B, by
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Assenbl ynmenber Tapia, an act to anend the
Banki ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 857, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Gllivan, Giffo,

Lanza, Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 44. Nays, 14.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
862, Assenbly Bill Nunber 10418, by
Assenbl ynmenber Stern, an act to anend the
Vet erans' Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
909, Senate Print 8371, by Senator Brisport, an
act to anend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
921, Senate Print 8369, by Senator Stavisky, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
926, Senate Print 9997, by Senator Stavisky, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
939, Senate Print 4849, by Senator Fahy, an act
directing the Departnment of Transportation to
conduct a traffic and planning study on the
feasibility of transform ng the Harriman Canpus.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Fahy to explain her vote.

SENATOR FAHY: Thank you. Thank
you, Madam Presi dent.

| just want to take a nonent because

this is a bill and an issue that |'ve worked on
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for many, many years.

This is about undertaking a
conprehensive traffic and planning study for the
future of the Harriman State O fice Canpus,
created in the 1960s and ' 70s, and we are
desperately trying to get it into the
21st century.

W have now rel ocated a new
Wadsworth Lab, a noderni zed Wadsworth Lab, and
we've got to convert the entire canmpus from what
| refer to as the "Uptown Parking Lot District."
And it could be so nmuch nore.

So this is beyond a traffic study.
This is really about reimgining what is the
| argest and nost strategically |ocated state
of fice canmpus in New York State. It's a few
hundred acres.

And we want to connect it better
with the Gty of Al bany, where it is |ocated.
For decades it has really served as an isol ated
of fice conplex, with sone of the worst of 1960s
pl anni ng deci si ons.

This is a once-in-a-lifetine
opportunity which has been really enabled by a

$1.7 billion investnment in what will be new
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wor | d-cl ass Wadsworth public health |abs,
sonmet hing | have | ong supported.

But that should not be a standal one
investment. W shouldn't be doing standal one
public investnments. W can do so nmuch nore here
and nmake it a true hub for the life sciences,
bi ot ech, and public health research, as well as
addi ng commercial retail and critically needed
housi ng.

The bottomline is we need the
canpus to turn into a vibrant m xed-use
i nnovation district with space for all of the
above.

And it will help take sone of this
st at e-owned property and put it on the tax rolls
by privatizing pieces of it for the Gty of
Al bany, where we know there have been trenendous
fiscal challenges, partly because well over
60 percent of the City of Albany's land is
st at e-owned, state or publicly owned | and, and
not taxabl e.

So this is about planning
intelligently, really thinking about how we get
out of the 1960s and nake sure that as we're

recruiting scientists and nore, this is a
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mul ti-use, innovative canpus connected to the
city and surroundi ng comruniti es.

And with that, Madam President, |
vote in the affirmative, and thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Fahy to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
962, Senate Print 10071, by Senator Bottcher, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 962, voting in the negative:

Senat or Skoufi s.
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Ayes, 57. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
988, Senate Print 2484, by Senator Parker, an act
inrelation to directing the State Energy and
Pl anni ng Board to conduct a study on the
time franmes for replacing or upgrading battery
energy storage systens.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's nove on to
t he controversial cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
988, Senate Print 2484, by Senator Parker, an act
inrelation to directing the State Energy
Pl anni ng Board to conduct a study on the
time franmes for replacing or upgrading battery

energy storage systens.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Murray, why do you rise?

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. Wuld the sponsor yield for a
guestion or two?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

Through you, Madam Presi dent.

Senator, there's a |lot of inportant
i ssues that are being covered in this study, but
|'ve heard fromconstituents, |'ve heard from
many firefighters concern about fire.

Is there a reason -- | don't see
anything in here covering that issue. Has that
been purposely omtted, or is that just not in
t here?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you.

Recently there was an interagency

task force |l ed by NYSERDA and the PSC, the
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Public Service Comm ssion, that actually
addressed the issues of fire safety around
battery storage.

In that study, and I wll nake sure
you get a copy of it, they actually upgrade and
institute standards and sets of criteria around
battery storage that ensure safety.

They were already, you know, frankly
relatively safe. Like anything else, this deals
wi th technol ogy. There have been sone accidents
but nothing, you know, in the State of New York
t hat has, you know, rose to the |evel of concern
in that kind of way with this technol ogy.

The other thing to know is that when
you | ook at accidents that have happened with
battery storage, and what -- the current
technology is being used is different technol ogy.
Right? So there's an upgrade in the technol ogy.
There's an upgrade in the standards. There's an
upgrade in the criteria, nostly based on
recommendati ons nade by the New York City Fire
Department, which is the gold standard nationally
for fire safety.

In this particular bill, this is not

about siting, but just a study about where we
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should use them And so there's no need to refer
to that, one, because that work is being done
sonmepl ace el se, and that this bill is not about
particular siting around conmunities as nuch as
it is around planning for battery storage within
the context of the CLCPA, the Cimte Leadership
and Community Protection Act, which is the ruling
gui de for both environnmental and energy policy
for the State of New York

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

Madam President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Murray on the bill.

SENATOR MURRAY: And t hank you,
Senat or Par ker.

And | do understand that. |
understand there was other studies. What | also
understand in talking to people within the
industry is that this is ongoing. The technol ogy
continues to change.

But there continues to be a concern.
And so for the purposes of both public safety and
for the concerns of the firefighters of ny
constituents, | think that any study bill on this

i ssue should include fire safety. Because as was
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said by the sponsor hinself, the technology is
changing. And so as we continue to do these
studies, | think it's necessary that that be
i ncl uded.

So for that reason, 1'Il be voting
in the negative.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, the debate

i s closed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we've agreed to restore this bill to the

noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
is restored to the noncontroversial cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4624

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Parker to explain his vote.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Ladi es and gentl enen of the Senate,

t hank you for your attention. This bill is an
actually fairly straightforward bill that directs
NYSERDA t o conduct a study on preparing, you
know, around renewabl e energy.

Agai n, we have the CLCPA creates,
you know, a set of guidelines for us to protect
our environment. W need to build a clean energy
econony here in the State of New York. First,
because we need to protect our actual planet.

But it also will deal with the issue
of utility costs. And actually the nore that we
kind of pay attention and put our energy into a
cl ean energy econony, the lower the bills for our
constituents and the ratepayers of the State of
New York wi |l be.

But the other thing is as we | ook at
t he buil ding out of our clean energy econony, it
is the next best opportunity to build full-tinme
jobs at a living wage with benefits.

So as we tal k about where is our
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econony going, particularly in the context of Al
and those kind of things, those opportunities are
still in the clean energy econony.

So this is really sonething that we
need to |l ean into.

And we've heard many tinmes from ny
col | eagues across the aisle about how we need to
prepare, about how we need plans. Wll, here's a
plan. Here's sonething linking a particul ar set
of technol ogi es around battery storage and we're
devel oping a plan for it.

Battery storage is critical because
it's part of what | refer to as the holy trinity
of sustainable energy. R ght? Solar during the
day, wind at night, battery storage for all other
times. Right?

And so as we start devel opi ng nore
and nore of these projects, and particularly
| ooki ng at one of ny favorite things that | think
we need to do about -- around resiliency, which
is build mcrogrids around things |ike SUNY,

CUNY, hospitals, NYCHA right, to make sure
there's both energy resilience and effective
energy consunption and use, battery storage is

going to be an inportant part of this.
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This bill provides a planning
process. And so | ask you all to vote aye as we
go forward to build this clean energy econony.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Parker to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Conmrie to explain his vote.

SENATCR COWRI E: Madam Pr esi dent, |
support this bill. But |I do want to take the
opportunity, as we tal k about battery energy
storage, to point out that | do hope the study
tal ks about issues of fire and burning.

Because right now we've been told
that the only thing they can do is watch the fire
burn. And it's self-contained. And fortunately
it hasn't spread to other areas, and there hasn't
been a nmj or i ncident.

But the funes froma fire and the
toxicity comng froma fire freaks out urban
communi ti es.

Residents in ny district, in a
historic community -- an entrepreneur is putting
a battery energy storage facility |ess than
30 feet fromsoneone's hone. Less than 30 feet.

Literally, you could reach across his
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driveway and touch the walls of the facility.

This person is a third-generation
homeowner, in a historic conmmunity. W' ve been
trying to get themto be considerate, giving them
other locations in the area. Because there's no
doubt that with all of the tech that we're using,
with all of the electronics that are happeni ng,
we need to do nore for energy storage.

But for conpanies and for NYSERDA
not to take responsibility to try to fix this
problemis a travesty.

So | cannot not note that during
this time -- and | cannot not note that | hope
that this study will include what happens with a
total burn. Because the funmes and the toxicity
are freaking out -- the possibility is freaking
out consunmers, residents in ny area, and
t hroughout the state.

No one wants to have to be sitting
or living next to a facility that may burn
internally or externally for hours. And we need
to make sure that while they are inproving the
technol ogy, that there are sonme real studies done
to address this issue.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Conrie to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Stavi sky to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yes, thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And t hank you, Senator Conrie.

| don't want to be repetitive, but I
too have issues in the district concerning the
pl acenent and the operation of battery storage
facilities. And this is something that we' ve got
to deal with,.

And | et us hope that we can provide
both the energy but, nore inportantly, the safety
for the local residents.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Stavi sky to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 988, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrello, Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wal czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 13.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until Mnday, May 18th, at 11:00 a.m,
with the intervening days being | egislative days.

Since we're breaking for the
weekend, once again, let's go, Sabres!

The Kni cks may have the weekend of f,
but if they play, let's go, Knicks!

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Ckay.

On notion, the Senate stands
adj ourned until Monday, May 18th, at 11:00 a.m,
with intervening days being | egislative days.

(Whereupon, at 1:14 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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