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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Friday,
May 8, 2026, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Thursday, My 7,
2026, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Bail ey
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noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 10710 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 9599,

Third Readi ng Cal endar 659.

Senator Giffo noves to di scharge,
fromthe Conmttee on Local Governnent,

Assenbly Bill Nunmber 11008 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 9973,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 903.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: So
or der ed.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.

On behal f of Senator Ryan, | wish to
call up Senate Print 611A recalled fromthe
Assenbly, which is now at the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

Secretary will read.
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(Pause off the record.)

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
allow me to correct nyself.

On behal f of Senator Stavisky, |
wish to call up Senate Bill Nunber 611A, recalled
fromthe Assenbly, which is now at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
795, Senate Print 611A, by Senator Stavisky, an
act to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will now call the roll on
reconsi derati on.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

anendnents are received.
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SENATCR G ANARI S: Amendnments are
al so offered to the follow ng Third Readi ng
Cal endar bills:

By Senator Myrie, page 16,

Cal endar Nunber 540, Senate Print 1859;

Senat or Sepul veda, page 32,
Cal endar Nunber 847, Senate Print 5037;

Senat or Gonzal ez, page 33,

Cal endar Nunber 854, Senate Print 9051;

Senat or Baskin, page 43,

Cal endar Nunber 966, Senate Print 6020;

And Senat or Kavanagh, page 24,
Cal endar Nunber 724, Senate Print 9742.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bills wll
retain their place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: There will now
be an inmediate neeting of the Rules Commttee in
Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There
will be an imedi ate neeting of the Rules
Commi ttee in Room 332.

SENATOR G ANARI S: The Senate

st ands at ease.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate stands at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 4:08 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
4:14 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
there's a report of the Rules Conmittee at the
desk.

Let's take that up, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bill:

Senate Print 10262, by
Senat or Serrano, an act naking appropriations for
t he support of governnent.

The bill is reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept

the report of the Rules Commttee.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the report please signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
report of the Rules Conmittee is accepted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he suppl enental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There's a
substitution at the desk

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Serrano
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 11295 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 10262, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 999.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
999, Assenbly Bill Nunber 11295, by
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Assenbl ymenber Pretlow, an act naking
appropriations for the support of governnent.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity and appropriation at the
desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
a message of necessity and appropriation at the
desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nmessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the nessage, please signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
nmessage i s accept ed.

The bill is before the house.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
will be laid aside.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the

readi ng of the supplenmental cal endar.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he controversial supplenmental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
999, Assenbly Bill Nunber 11295, by
Assenbl ymenber Pretlow, an act naking
appropriations for the support of governnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
O Mara, why do you rise?

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
M. President.

WI1l the sponsor yield for sone
guestions on this 11th extender bill?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor will be Senator Serrano.

Senat or Serrano, do you yiel d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you. Thank
you, Senat or.

Here we are on Monday, May 11th. W

are taking up the 11th extender bill. W're now
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a nonth and a half late on this year's budget.
Can you tell us where we stand on an overall
budget agreenent so we actually have budget bills
for this current year to consider?

Since the Governor announced we had
a deal last Thursday, five days ago, and yet
apparently there is still no deal, where does
this process stand?

SENATOR SERRANC Through you
M. President.

Senat or, the negotiations are stil
continuing. | think we're in the final stretch
here. And we are certainly very close to having
a set of budget bills to vote on here.

But you are correct, we are -- this
is our 11th extender. And this will cover us
until May 14th, which is Thursday. It does
appropriate $2.9 billion to cover a host of

different issues.

But again, | cannot tell you for
sure exactly when we will have a full budget.
But the bill before us will get us at least to a

poi nt where we can continue the operating of
state governnent.

So that's pretty nmuch where we stand
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ri ght now.

SENATOR O MARA: Ckay, thank you

M. President, will the Senator
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or, do you
have any updates for us on the najor policy
i ssues that have been holding up this process --
nanmely, the CLCPA, SEQR, auto insurance costs,
and a few others. Wich of these have been
nai | ed down, which have not been nail ed down?

SENATOR SERRANC Through you
M. President. Those conversations are certainly
wi nding dowmn. And | think that there has been a
t remendous anount of progress nade on all of the
different policy issues that you' ve nentioned.
And t hey've been widely reported in the nedia as
wel | .

But until we have a final set of
budget bills and | anguage before us that we can

| ook at and -- it's hard to say exactly where we
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are on those issues.

But | do feel very confident that we
are very close to having all of the outstanding
i ssues resolved, and certainly all of the nmath as
wel | and the actual budgeting of this budget. So
| do feel very confident that we will have nore
clarity in the com ng days, and hopefully a
budget to vote on.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: It's been
reported, Senator, that there's been a deal to
provide some $1 billion of relief to ratepayers
inthis state on their utility bills. Can you
tell us how firmthat agreenment is?

SENATOR SERRANC Through you
M. President. Again, these are -- these sort of

fall under the heading of policy issues that we
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will not know until we have a final agreenent.

| do believe all of those are
i mportant issues. All of the policy issues that
you' ve nmentioned, both now and in previous
di scussions on extenders, are all critically
inmportant to residents of the State of New York
And | feel confident that we will get to a
resol ution very soon.

And we're close. We're | think in
the final stretch here, and we're just getting
everything together. And hopefully we will have
budget | anguage to vote on the renai ni ng budget
bills.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senat or, | ast
Monday you informed us that there were indeed
table targets of $380 mllion. | have not heard

of any joint budget conference comm ttees having
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been scheduled to distribute those funds anobngst
t he various areas of state governnent.

Can you tell us where we stand on
joint conference commttees and the fornal
di stribution of that $380 mllion?

SENATOR SERRANC Thr ough you
M. President. Thank you for that question,
Senat or O Mar a.

My understanding is the table
targets are actually $385 mllion.

As far as the joint conference
commttees, | don't know of any scheduled at this
time. But rest assured, | know that that
allocation for table targets is being utilized as
we wi nd down this budget process.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or, do you

know, can you tell us whether or not these joint
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budget sub-conference commttees are going to be
held at all?

SENATOR SERRANC Thr ough you
M. President. To nmy know edge, there aren't any
schedul ed at this tine.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Can you tell us
whet her or not they are actually going to be held
before we finalize this budget?

SENATOR SERRANC Through you
M. President. Again, it's difficult to answer
t hat question because | have no information on
t hat .

But just as a rem nder, the bill
before the house doesn't deal with any of those
issues. This is a budget extender bill to
appropriate for the continuation of state
government and things |ike payroll costs and

things for -- the Commuter Transportation
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Mobility Tax, WC paynents, and ot her inportant
paynents.

SENATCR O MARA: M. President, on
the bill.

Thank you, Senator Serrano.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
O Mara on the bill.

SENATCR O MARA: M. President,
we're no further along today than we were | ast
Thur sday when the Governor announced that there
was a deal on this budget.

W're still in linbo on all of the
maj or policy issues. W have no information from
the Majority where these stand, which of those
may have been nail ed down and agreed to, which
ones are open and outstandi ng, and what the issue
is that is open and outstandi ng on those maj or
policy issues that New Yorkers deserve to know
where the mpjorities of this Legislature and the
Governor are going to take the State of New York
in regards to these very significant policy
i ssues that are holding this budget up.

It's very concerning to ne that
there is no commtnent to hold the budget

conference committees to ultimately determ ne how
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the table targets will be distributed. M guess
is and hunch is that they probably won't be held.
As they haven't been held in prior years under
this Majority and under this Governor.

That we will get the budget bills in
t he dead of night, and we'll be asked to vote on
them that sane night, as has been done far too
often in this Legislature.

You know, we are now six weeks |ate
on this budget. W are now ei ght days away from
every school district inthis state voting on its
budget, not know ng what anmount of noney is going
to be designated in this budget for the voters to
vote on.

Those budgets are already in print.
They' ve al ready been deci ded based on a nunber
that they've guessed at, at this point. If we
had a budget done before the budget votes of
t hose school s next Tuesday, at |east the voters
m ght have a chance to find out whether those
school districts have allocated too nuch or not
enough state aid in those figures.

And if they've calculated too little
state aid, that neans the property tax levies in

t hese school districts are going to be raised
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further than they would need to be raised if that
aid was comng fromthe state. And voters would
have a decision to make and say, Well, no, this
budget's too much -- it's not needed. It's over
and above what the state aid nunber was factored
into formul ati ng that budget.

And voters could say, No, we're not
goi ng to support that budget because we want it

to be revised to include the accurate state aid

figure.

There's di scussions of this
$1 billion to be returned to ratepayers in sone
formor fashion. 1'd like sonme explanation to

the ratepayers of this state why it's only a
billion dollars being discussed.

Wiy isn't the full $3 billion that
NYSERDA and the utility conpanies of this state
are holding in escrow for further green projects
to go forward -- throwi ng noney down the drain
nore and nore, and not returning it to the
rat epayers who are in desperate need. Only a
third of what's being held is being considered to
be returned to those ratepayers.

And that amount is basically built

into NYSERDA' s financial plan for the next
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several years out, to have that excess in its
coffers rather than in the pockets of the
rat epayers of New York State.

| just want to know really what the
Governor and the majorities of this Legislature
are really doing about the affordability crisis
we have in New York State. And that we hear, day
in and day out, about the affordability struggles
in this state, and yet the State Budget continues
torise. Nowit's an estimted $268 billion,
around that, is going to be approved --
$15 billion nmore than | ast year.

As |'ve said many tinmes, the
spending in this state is out of control. It's
unsustainable. And it's only exacerbating the
affordability issues that we have in this state.
And it's only going to further exacerbate those
i ssues as we continue to have policies in this
state that drive businesses out, that drive
people out. We'Ill have less |arger taxpayers so
t he amobunt of spending is going to be spread
about even nore agai nst | ower-incone househol ds,
which is not fair. [It's not just.

And we' re making the wong policy

designations to nove this state forward so we can
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have sone affordability, sone senbl ance of
affordability so that New Yorkers can afford to
stay here and raise their famlies, so that

busi nesses will want to stay here and invest and
provi de the jobs that New Yorkers need to sustain
t hensel ves and their famlies.

You know, we now, in this budget
extender, have allocated $23.1 billion towards
this year's budget. Now, that's only 8.6 percent
of what the overall budget woul d be at
$268 billion. But an alarming fact is that that
amount of $23 billion is in excess of the entire
budgets of 22 states in this country, just to
show you how out of whack our spending is in this
state. Eleven to 12 tines nore than what
22 states are in this -- yeah, they're snaller
states, | get it. But our spending per capita in
t hese state budgets is out of control.

And there's nothing that's been
shown to be being done or even considered by the
Governor or the npjorities of the Legislature in
going after that issue, going after these
uncontrol | ed budgets, going after the inpact
t hey' re having on busi nesses and househol ds in

this state, with no relief in sight.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4219

you,

Thank you, M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
Senator O Mar a.

Are there any other Senators wi shing

to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is

now cl osed.

M.

Senator GG anari s.
SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

President. W' ve agreed to restore this bill

to the noncontroversial cal endar.

Wil |

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill

be restored to the noncontroversi al

cal endar.

Read the | ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

roll

t he

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar 999, voting in the negative:

Senat or Wi k.
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Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
let's return now to notions and resol uti ons and
recogni ze Senator Sanders for an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Sanders for an introduction.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,

M. President.

As the president knows, |I'msure, in
1787 Richard Al en and Absal om Jones were tossed
out of the Methodi st Episcopalian Church in
Phi | adel phia for a sinple crinme. Their crime?
Praying. They wanted to pray to God with other
peopl e. These people were white, and they were
Bl ack, and they were tossed out.

This led to many different things,
including the creation of the first Black
denom nation -- the AME church, the
African Met hodi st Epi scopal i an church, was
cr eat ed.

That church has of course been at

the forefront of many of the human rights
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struggles that the world has seen. To speak of
t hem woul d take days, if not nonths. But they
have been at the forefront.

In that tradition, the Allen AVE
church, located in ny favorite borough, Queens,
is also a church that has been at the forefront
of every human rights struggle that there is.
And now that it is under the guidance, the
pastorshi p of Pastor G een, we expect nothing but
great things fromit.

M. President, will you |let them
know that their trip up here has been
wel | -recei ved?

And now that | have introduced them
Pastor Green, we thank you for com ng up here
wi th your congregation.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Sanders.

To Pastor Green and our guests,
wel comre you on behalf of the Senate. W extend
to you the privileges and courtesies of this
house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
we have anot her introduction, this tine by
Senat or Hi nchey.

Pl ease recogni ze Senat or Hi nchey.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Hi nchey for an introduction.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,

M. President.

I f you like a good underdog story, a
real David versus Goliath, then you need to know
what happened in M ddl etown, New York, in the
early 1990s. It happened because of the grit and
determ nati on of students and their extraordi nary
t eacher, naned Fred | sseks.

| f you were one of Fred's students,
he taught you that you learned by doing. 1In his
pi oneering Electronic English class, he handed
students video caneras and together they
i nvestigated runors of contam nation at their
| ocal landfill, the kind that showed up through
sludgy tap water and birth defects in | ocal
chil dren.

These teenagers, backed by their
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teacher's belief in them becane key
investigators. They interviewed their neighbors
living with the consequences of pollution and
coll ected sanples fromthe landfill that showed
dangerous | evel s of ammoni a, arsenic and ot her

t oxi ¢ substance.

And yet reporters brushed them off.
Local officials put up roadbl ocks. But still
t hey pushed forward. Through the work of cl asses
from 1991 to '97, they uncovered a conspiracy of
t oxi ¢ dunping, Mfia involvenent, and political
corruption in their hometown.

Despite bei ng underesti mated by
those in power at every turn, they al so gained
allies. Anong themwas ny father, who was
Assenbl yman and the chair of the Environnenta
Conservation Committee at the tine. He
spear headed hearings and investigations, which
uncovered a vast organi zed-crime ring dunping
toxic materials across the state that led to nore
than 20 convictions and was a defining nonent for
me growi ng up, watching all of that in action.

I ncredibly, we are not only able to
| earn about what happened, we can see it unfold.

Fred and his students captured about 500 hours of
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archival video footage, and in 2025 directors
Jesse Mbss and Amanda McBaine turned it into the
accl ai mred docunentary Teenage Wast el and.

The filmshows us the incredible
gift Fred gave his students. He taught themthat
being in a denocracy neans believing it's yours
to protect.

We feel the turbulence of politics
t oday, and we know that the antidote to apathy in
our denocratic process is civic courage, because
the only plague to denocracy is indifference.

Fred and his students were a nodel
for the kind of change we can nake if we stay
engaged, and that is a beautiful thing.

So tonight, at 6 p.m, | invite
everyone to join us for a screening at the
State Museum for a free screening of Teenage
Wast el and, and the chance to neet the people who
unearthed this piece of Hudson Valley and state
hi story, several of whomare here with us today.

They are Fred |sseks, the nentor,
former teacher, and believer in the power of
col l ective action, and David Birm ngham one of
the former students whose bravery and persistence

hel ped uncover the truth. They are joined today
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with their famlies.

M. President, please wel cone them
to the chanber, thank themfor their incredible
wor k. Everyone shoul d check out this filmthat
the students created call ed Garbage, Gangsters
and Geed. | believe that still may be on
YouTube, but |I'msure we can get a copy.

And pl ease give themall the
cordialities and privileges of the chanber.

Thank you very much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Hi nchey. W thank you for your
wor K.

And to our guests, | welcone you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
let's take up previously adopted Resol ution 1343,
by Senator Gallivan, read its title and recognize
Senator Gallivan.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
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Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1343, by

Senator Gl livan, nenorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaim My 10-16, 2026, as
Police Week in the State of New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Gal I'ivan on the resol ution.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Thank you,

M. President.

Law enforcenent has been a part of
my life as long as | can renenber, and so | rise
in support of Police Wek in New York State and
across the country.

We all know the job of a police
of ficer is dangerous and difficult. W were all
rem nded of this just |ast week when we gat hered
in the Plaza here in Al bany, pausing in solemm

remenbrance of 56 officers who nmade the ultimte

sacrifice, and adding their nanes to the New York

State Police Oficer Menorial's black granite
wal | s.

Their nanes, and the nanmes of the
ot her fallen police officers etched on nmenorials
from Al bany to Washi ngton, along with the nearly

60, 000 police officers who are assaul ted each
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year while on the job, rem nd us of the cost of
our freedom

These fathers, nothers, brothers,
sisters, sons and daughters, sacrifice famly
di nners, holidays and personal safety so that the
rest of us can live the lives we do, safe and
secure in our homes and comuniti es.

We're fortunate and grateful that
hundreds of thousands of dedicated individuals
have taken the oath to serve and protect our
comunities across the country, despite the risks
and chal | enges they face.

As we honor all who have fallen, |et
us al so thank all who have served -- thank them
for their service, their sacrifice, their
dedi cation, and their steadfast protection of our
fam lies and our comuniti es.

And we can support them
M. President, with a conmtnent to providing the
policies, tools and training they need to protect
us and to ensure they return hone safely to their
own famlies each and every day.

| ask ny colleagues to join ne in
calling on the Governor to proclaimthis week

Police Oficers Week in the State of New York.
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Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Gallivan.

Senat or Chan on the resol ution.

SENATOR CHAN: Thank you,

M. President. | feel conpelled to stand up and
speak on behal f of Police Wek.

And | want to thank Senator Gallivan
for introducing this resolution.

As a retired police officer, | can
honestly say and speak with a clear conscience
that | did nmy job to the best of ny ability, and
with public service in mnd. | can't keep
account of how many people | hel ped, but it was
many and nany.

Today's atnosphere in regards to
police officers has changed. | feel very bad for
t hem because the public opinion about the police
is definitely on the wong side.

And | would hate for any new police
officers today to call this their good old days,
because | had ny good ol d days and ny
predecessors had their good old days. And |
don't want this kind of an atnosphere to be their

good ol d days, especially to the famlies of al
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the police officers that gave their lives, nade
the ultimate sacrifice, so that we could stand
here today.

| just wanted to say thank you, and
t hank you for still running around out there.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Chan.

Senator Rolison on the resolution.

SENATOR ROLI SON: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to thank the sponsor,
Senator Gl livan, for introducing this
resol ution.

| too attended the nmenorial of |ast
weekend. | renenber being here many tines over
during nmy career as a Town of Poughkeepsie police
officer. The menorial was dedicated in 1991.
And every single service at that nenorial is
special. It is special to renmenber the |ives
that were lost, the famlies that were affected,
and the communities also, M. President, that
were affected by the | oss of nenbers of |aw
enf or cenent .

This year there were 56 nanes added

to the nmenori al .
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And this year was a special year for
menbers of the City of Poughkeepsie Police
Departnment and the greater City of Poughkeepsie
comunity. This was the 15th anniversary of the
deat h of Detective John Fal cone, who was shot and
killed on February 1, 2011, after he and ot her
of ficers responded to a shots-fired call during
t he day near the Poughkeepsie Train Station.

Utimately John lost his life
because an individual who was there who had j ust
actually killed his wife -- which, at the tineg,
the officers did not even know that was the
genesis of the shots-fired call in a
domestic violence incident -- and John, in trying
to apprehend this individual, was shot and
kill ed.

And | have attended many of those
anni versaries down at the site by the
Poughkeepsie Train Station. This year was no
different. But thinking about John's famly, his
nom and dad -- his nomhas since left us, but his
father of course was there. And it is very
conforting to know that there were police
officers fromall over the Geater Dutchess

County and U ster County area to renenber John

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4231

And on that particular norning | saw
John and his City of Poughkeepsie police car, and
| waved at John. And | don't think he saw ne.

He was at a traffic light in the Cty of
Poughkeepsie. And then several hours later, John
woul d be gone. And it shows you the sacrifices
that can conme in an instant, and that happened

t hat day.

And | can al so say, M. President,
as this happens unfortunately throughout this
great state of ours all too often, that there are
people that are left behind. And in the Cty of
Poughkeepsi e of course it was his famly, but it
was the greater City of Poughkeepsie conmunity
that | oved John. And they felt that |oss just
like his fam |y, because John was part of that
famly.

So today, M. President, | want
to -- again, | want to thank the sponsor. | want
to thank all the police officers and their
famlies that make sacrifices for us every single
day.

But today, M. President, on the
15t h year of John Fal cone's death, |'m

remenberi ng Detective John Fal cone.
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Thank you, M. President. | proudly
vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Rolison.

Senator Wi k on the resolution.

SENATOR VEI K: Thank you,

M. President.

Pol i ce Wek has al ways been a big
deal in ny famly. It's always been a week of
cel ebrating and acknow edging all the hard work
that | aw enforcenent does. W typically will go
out to Yaphank headquarters, which is Suffolk
County police headquarters, to see all the
different skills that |aw enforcenent is required
to do, whether it's helicopters, Marine Bureau,
hi ghway of ficers, and the many, many |ifesaving
skills that they need to acquire and to be able
to performin order to save all of us on our
wor st day.

And it's usually the nost
interesting place you can be, and to see how many
di fferent things they have to do.

My late uncle, who was deputy
Suf fol k County police comm ssioner back in the

eighties, is actually in the Suffol k County
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Museum He was shot in the line of duty and many
years | ater passed away due to those injuries.
So it's always been sonething of nmy fam |y that
we cel ebrate | aw enforcenent.

Pol i ce Week nmeans a cel ebration for
all famlies of |aw enforcenent, to be able to
acknow edge what a difficult job this is. Every
day when ny husband put on his uniformand |eft
the house, | did not knowif he was going to
return that day. And now, as a nom | have that
same worry about ny son, who's a state trooper.

It's a difficult job -- not just
bei ng | aw enforcenent police officers, but it's a
difficult job to be the famly of |aw
enforcenent. They perform so many good deeds,
whet her it's hel pi ng sonmeone who got a flat tire
on the side of the road.

But then when you read in the news
how many people get hit and killed while they're
changing a tire on the side of the road, you
realize the dangers. You know, ny husband was
hit and severely injured, like so many ot her
officers on the job. Luckily, he's still alive,
t hank goodness.

But we don't see that with so many
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officers. And that's why we have these
menorials. M husband al ways attended the
menorial in Washington, D.C., and now | get the
great privilege to be able to attend the ones
that we have here in Al bany, which truly neans so
much to us, the famlies of |aw enforcenent.

But nore than that, | want all of ny
dear police officers to know how much we | ove and
support the work that you do, and that there are
so many people out there that rely on you and
think the world of you.

And | want to thank all of our
| aw enforcenent, today nore than any ot her day.
We | ove you, we support you, and we're here for
you.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Wi k.

Senat or Ryan on the resol ution.

SENATOR RYAN: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to say thank you to Senator
Gl livan for bringing this up.

| just want to nention | too was at

the nenorial service, and it brings back
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menories. In April of 2024, a high-speed chase,
two officers were led in the chase. The person
who | ed themon that chase went back to their
house, barricaded thenselves in. Mre than

100 | aw enforcenent officers responded to that
scene after a six-hour standoff.

Two officers, Oficers Hoosock and
Jensen, were brutally rmurdered, gunned down t hat
terrible night. And it was a bad week, nonth,
for | aw enforcenent |eaving behind famlies.

So | too want to mention that. And,
you know, that scenario tragically happens far
too many tines.

So | want to say, to our state |aw
enf orcenent agencies, to our county sheriffs
across the state, to our local town and village
muni ci palities, our police officers, to our

police chiefs, our detectives, our |ieutenants,

but also to -- because |I'ma union guy, our union
rank-and-file police nmenbers, | want to say
t hank you.

Thank you for all you do. Thank you
for putting on the badge. And thank you for
putting on the uniformand keeping us -- keeping

us safe and allowing us to sleep at night,
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knowi ng that there's sonmebody out there naking
sure that our communities are safe.

So | want to say thanks again. And,
you know, we owe you a debt of gratitude.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Ryan.

Senator Myrie on the resol ution.

SENATOR MYRI E: Thank you,

M. President.

| just wanted to thank
Senator Gl livan for bringing this resolution.

We have very spirited conversations
in this chanber in the Codes Conmttee around
public safety, but there's rarely if ever a tine
that our famlies have to worry about whet her we
wWill return home fromthe job that we do for
peopl e.

And this is sonmething that everyone
who puts on a uniform their famly has to endure
on a daily basis.

So | just want to say thank you for
the service that you provide to keep us safe. W
are grateful for that service, we appreciate that
service. And I'll be proudly voting in the

affirmative for this resolution
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Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Mrie.

The resol ution was adopted on
January 13th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
let's take up previously adopted Resol ution 1851,
by Senator Sepul veda, read that resolution's
title and call on Senator Sepul veda.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1851, by
Senat or Sepul veda, comenorating Dom nicans in
Al bany, a celebratory event of enpowernent, on
May 11, 2026.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Sepul veda on the resol ution.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thank you,
M. President, for allowing nme to speak on this
resol ution.

Today | rise before this chanber
with a deep sense of pride and a steadfast
commtnment to the communities that enrich and

strengthen the great State of New York.
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| have the honor of introducing a
resolution to recogni ze the Dom ni cans in Al bany
event. |It's happening today in the Well. It's
been goi ng on since 10: 00 this norning.

New York State is the hone to the
| ar gest Dom ni can conmunity outside of the
Dom ni can Republic, w th about 900,000 of them
calling New York State hone. They live in the
Bronx, Manhattan, Queens, Brooklyn,

Staten Island, and all the other counties
t hroughout the State of New York

Dom ni cans have becone a central
part of the social, cultural, economc, and civic
fabric of New York. Their contributions continue
to shape the industry, strength, and future of
our great state and great country.

Al ong with ny Dom nican col | eagues
in the Assenbly, today we aimto cel ebrate and
honor the Dom ni can community, a comunity that
has contributed i measurably to the econom c,
cultural and social growh of our great state and
nati on.

The Dom ni can presence in this
region tells us a story of constant hard work,

sacrifice, entrepreneurship, and dreans built
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t hrough determ nati on and perseverance.

This resolution is not nerely a
synbolic act; it is an institutional recognition
of a community that has hel ped strengthen and
shape the diverse identity of New York State. It
al so serves as a rem nder that our great state
grows stronger when we enbrace our differences
and cel ebrate our roots.

To my col |l eagues, | respectfully ask
for your support on this resolution -- not only
as a legislative gesture, but as an affirmation
of the values that unite us. New York State is
built by immgrants, enriched by diversity, and
gui ded by the hope of a better future for all.

Now i n Spanish. {Delivering address
i n Spani sh.}

Thank you. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Sepul veda.

Senat or Chan on the resol ution.

SENATOR CHAN: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to support Senator Sepul veda

because | proudly represent the nei ghborhood of

Sunset Park, in Brooklyn, with a | arge Dom ni can
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comunity.

| want to especially thank mnmy ol der
daughter Elizabeth's godnother. |'mgiving her a
shout out: Maria Padilla, who is in fact
Dominican. And she's happily retired in
Florida -- a retired cop, so she gets a double
t hanks today, both as a police officer and as a
Dom ni can worman who is the godnother to ny child.

And | want to thank the Hispanic
comunity in nmy nei ghborhood of Sunset Park,
especially the Dom nicans. W have nany eateries
that I enjoy very much, fromthe chicharron to
the pernil, and the Senator knows what |'m
tal ki ng about .

So | thank you for this resolution.
| proudly support it.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Chan.

The resol ution was adopted on
April 21st.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
t he sponsors of today's resolutions would like to

open them for cosponsorshi p.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship.

Shoul d you choose not to be a
cosponsor, please notify the desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
215, Senate Print 7618B, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 215, voting in the negative are

Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, O Mara, Ott, Stec,
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Wal czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 53. Nays, 7.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
258, Senate Print 1676, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 258, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo,
Hel mi ng, Martinez, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Rhoads, Stec, Wl czyk, Wber and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
262, Senate Print 4691B, by Senator Cleare, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 262, voting in the negative are
Senators Borrell o, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chan,
Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Mattera, Muirray,
Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec, Tedi sco,
Wal czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 44. Nays, 16.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
512, Senate Print 703, by Senator Krueger, an act

to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 512, voting in the negative:
Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
659, Assenbly Bill Nunber 10710, by
Assenbl ynmenber Dil an, an act to anend the
| nsur ance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 659, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 38. Nays, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
746, Senate Print 9611, by Senator Mayer, an act
to anend Chapter 217 of the Laws of 2015.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
760, Senate Print 7053, by Senator Wbb, an act
to anend the County Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

801, Senate Print 4389, by Senator May, an act to

amend t he Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 801, voting in the negative:
Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
839, Senate Print 88A, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anmend the El ection Law

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
will be laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
856, Senate Print 8199, by Senator Sanders, an
act to direct the Departnment of Financi al
Services to conduct a study on the banking
devel opnment district program

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 856, voting in the negative:

Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
871, Senate Print 9331, by Senator Ranpbs, an act
to anend the Wrkers' Conpensation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 871, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Lanza, Wal czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
893, Senate Print 9677, by Senator Baskin, an act
inrelation to enacting the "City of Buffalo
Hi storic Preservation Receivership Act."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 12. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
897, Senate Print 265, by Senator Harckham an
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act inrelation to directing State Board of
Real Property Tax Services to conduct a study on
real property tax saturation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
903, Assenbly Bill Nunber 11008, by
Assenbl ynmenber Hunter, an act to amend the
County Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
918, Senate Print 9848, by Senator Salazar, an
act to anend the Court of Cains Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 918, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Rhoads and
Wl czyk.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
945, Senate Print 9206, by Senator Lanza, an act
to anend Chapter 306 of the Laws of 2011

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

Cal endar Nunber 966 will be laid
aside. It is high.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
971, Senate Print 3366, by Senator Rivera, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 971, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,

Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 38. Nays, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
982, Senate Print 381, by Senator Brouk, an act
to amend the Labor Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 982, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Excuse ne. Al so
Senator Gallivan.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's take up
t he controversial cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
839, Senate Print 88A, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anmend the El ection Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or

Lanza, why do you rise?
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SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, |
bel i eve there's an amendnent at the desk.

| waive the reading of that
anmendnent and ask that you recognize
Senat or Wl czyk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

M. President, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that Senator Wal czyk be heard on that
appeal .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or WAl czyk may be heard.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,

M. President.

And t hank you, M. Floor Leader.
appreci ate the appeal here.

| needed an ID to drive here today.
| al so needed an ID to swipe into the building.
The bill before us will automatically register

peopl e to vote when they neet various state
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agencies and file paperwork, including the DW,
who actually issues | Ds.

Asi de from commobn sense and conmon
practice, this idea, this hel pful anmendnment t hat
| offer here today is also i nmensely popul ar by
the majority of New Yorkers.

A Siena poll just a couple of weeks
ago -- and I know we follow polls around here.
But just a couple of weeks ago they showed that a
maj ority of New Yorkers support voter ID

In New York we al so have an
affidavit systemthat if sonebody forgets their
| D on Election Day, has lost their ID, or just
didn't bring it to the polls that day, we have a
robust affidavit systemthat would allow themto
vote and continue the franchise. Nonethel ess,

t hey woul d just vote on another ballot.

So this bill that | offer up -- this

hel pful anendnment to the bill-in-chief that we'll
tal k about in a nmonent -- doesn't solve all of
the problens of the bill, but it is one hel pful

way that New Yorkers have consistently been
asking for. They want to believe in full faith
that our elections are secure by having voter ID

at the polls.
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Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCOR LANZA: Show of hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: A show of
hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
i s now before the house.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 9. This
act shall take effect January --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Wal czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,

M. President.

Whul d t he sponsor yiel d?
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

| thank Senat or Rhoads for goadi ng
you on to get up. This is your nonent,
Senat or WAl czyk. Let's go.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | notice we
al nost rushed t hrough things.

Through you, M. President. How

many regi stered voters are there in the State of

New Yor k?
SENATOR G ANARI S: Many mllions.
| f you want an exact nunber -- one
second, Senator Wl czyk. | can give you an

estimate, if you would |ike.

| would daresay we're probably at 7
or 8 mllion, but that's just a guess. | don't
have the precise nunber in front of ne.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President.

| talked to folks at the Board of
El ections this norning. They said it's roughly
13.5 million currently registered, a little bit
| ower than that in active voters that have voted
in previous elections in years past. | think
they | ook at the five-year | ookback.

And that's according to July of |ast
year. But the nunber is 13.5.

How nmany New Yorkers are eligible to
vote? Do you know t hat nunber?

SENATOR G ANARI S: |'"d say you were
correct on the nunmber. | was handed that
information after | answered.

So probably that nunber has
increased in |large part because we have sone
version of automatic registration in place. Yet
estinmates are there remain about 2 mllion
New Yorkers who are eligible yet unregistered.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: It's actually,
according to -- through you, M. President.
According to the Census's American Conmunity
Survey from 2024, there are 14.1 mllion
New Yorkers eligible to be registered.

So we're at about a 96 percent
registration rate for eligible New Yorkers in the
st at e.

What does this bill do?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: First of all,
that's an inprecise estimte that you' re using as
it relates to the census. |It's not an exact
figure. As we all know, the census is
not ori ously inaccurate.

But this would allow, even if it's
half a mllion or 2 mllion -- | guess we can
agree that that's the range we're talking
about -- that's a significant anmount of
New Yorkers who are currently di senfranchi sed,
even though they are eligible to vote.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Whul d t he sponsor
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continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President.

So the title of your -- of the bil
here says "provides for automatic voter
regi stration and preregistration for persons
applying for certain Departnent of Mdtor Vehicle
docunentati on and for Medicaid enrollees.”

What does this bill do?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: It streanlines
the automatic registration process we currently
have in pl ace.

Currently, if you're interacting
with the DW, | believe you have to fill out
paperwork in order to register, which is part of
your transaction with the Departnent of WMbtor
Vehi cl es.

Thi s woul d have the process be nore
automatic in the sense that it would be a burden

on the agencies thenselves to determne if you
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are eligible and then transmt that information
to the Board of Elections. So it would renove a
hurdl e that the voter would currently have to go
t hr ough.

And | should add that it would al so
make the process -- the reason it's called secure
AVR is it woul d make the process nore secure, for
| ack of a better word, in a |lot of the ways that
| would think you woul d support.

So, for exanple, currently soneone
who's filling out that paperwork has to attest
thensel ves to their eligibility. Wereas in
this -- under this bill, the agencies which woul d
be armed with the data and information to
conclusively prove a voter's eligibility would
have that burden

SENATOR WALCZYK: And,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: On page 3,
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line 24, you address DW voter registrations,

whi ch we've just talked about a little bit. Line
24 says "provides docunentation concl usively
denonstrating that such person is not a

United States citizen."

The checkbox that is currently on
the DW or Mdtor Voter registration, the checkbox
reads this way: "I decline use of this formfor
voter registration and preregi strati on purposes.
Do not forward ny information to the Board of
Elections. |f you do not check this box and you
provi de your signature on the space bel ow, you
will have applied to register or preregister to
vote, and you will have attested to your
eligibility to register or preregister to vote."

| s that box going to remai n under
this | aw?

SENATOR G ANARI S: | suppose t hat
woul d be up to the DW.

But it should not have to be there.
It woul d be redundant because the burden, as |
just nentioned, would fall on the DW, based on
the information the applicant provides to them
to make that determ nation regardl ess of whether

a box is checked or not.
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And if | could direct you to the
next page of the bill, on page 4, subdivision 2
says, in fact, that such person needs to provide
docunentation to the DW concl usively
denonstrating United States citizenship.

And so that -- it's alittle bit --
the section you outlined is a little bit
redundant. |t basically says you have to prove
citizenship. And if sonehow you prove that
you're not a citizen, because you registered to
vote with some other docunmentation, be it a green
card or what have you, the DW should definitely
not transmt that information.

But they're only authorized to
transmt the information, under this bill, if
t hey' ve already proven citizenship. So it's a
little bit redundant.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And what
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docunent ati on, for soneone who doesn't have any
docunentation -- often referred to as
undocunented -- what information would they
provi de the DW?

SENATCR G ANARI S: What i nformation
woul d they provide to the DW? | guess as it
relates to this bill, that's irrel evant, because
t hey woul d not have docunentati on proving
citizenship, so the inquiry would end there and
the informati on would not be sent to the Board of
El ecti ons.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | f someone is not
a citizen and doesn't have docunentation, what
woul d they bring to the Departnent of Motor
Vehi cles to prove their noncitizenship?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: You' ve asked the
same question tw ce.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | did.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: And what |'m
indicating to you is as it relates to this bill,
that is an irrel evant question.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: What, then, would
be the actions of the front-facing clerk --

t hrough you, M. President. Wat then would be
the actions of the front-facing clerk at the
Depart ment of Mbdtor Vehicles or a button-pusher
in the Departnment of Mdtor Vehicles if they're
doing it online?

What woul d they -- what
docunent ati on woul d they have to be able to not
regi ster soneone to vote?

SENATOR G ANARI S: You' re asking
t he question in the negative.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M1 hmm

SENATCOR G ANARI S: The fact of the

matter is if an applicant does not provide

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

4267

concl usive proof that they are a citizen, the
DW's process as it relates to this, to
regi stering soneone to vote, is over.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, and nmaybe
it's -- through you, M. President. Maybe it's
some confusion on the redundancy that you
nmenti oned earlier.

But on page 3, in Section 2,
(reading): Notw thstanding any other law to the
contrary, the Departnment of Mdtor Vehicles shal
not provide an opportunity to register or
preregi ster to vote to, or transmt an
application for registration or preregistration
for any person who, when conducting a Depart nment
of Modtor Vehicles transaction pursuant to the
subdi vision 1 of this section, provides
docunent ati on concl usi vely denonstrating that

that person is not a United States citizen.
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So | know you said it's a double
negative. But |I'm wondering about the double
negative in that statenment. |If they don't have
docunent ati on, how do they prove that they are
not a citizen to the Departnent of Motor
Vehi cl es?

SENATOR G ANARI S: well, as |
i ndicated to you, you're harping on this one
provi sion, which | would think should nake you
happy.

But the fact is in the foll ow ng
page, the bill tal ks about when the DW is in
fact authorized to transmt soneone's information
to the Board of Elections. It specifically says
after United States citizenship has been
concl usi vel y docunent ed.

Then there's this extra provision
that you're tal king about that says if sonehow
t hey' ve proven they're not a citizen, definitely
do not send that information to the Board of
El ections. But they wouldn't be allowed to send
it regardl ess unless there's sonething that shows
that they are in fact a U S. Citizen.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,

woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President. So on that process on page 4 that
you nentioned, there are multiple paragraphs
here. The DW and Board of Elections wll
determ ne what proves citizenship, as you
outlined. Wether they' re already registered,
and that information, how it gets shared. The
State Board of Elections then sends that
registration to the | ocal boards of elections,
and then the | ocal board of elections shal
regi ster that voter.

How wi || DW and t he Board of
El ecti ons deci de what docunents are -- make
sonmeone an eligible citizen to vote in New York
State's el ections?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: That will be for
them to determ ne.

| would think you woul d have sone
confort in the fact that the Board of Elections

deci si on- maki ng process is governed equally by
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Denocrats and Republicans. It's a decision that
t he commi ssioners would have to authorize, and

t hat woul d not have any partisan | eani ng one way
or the other.

So whatever the Board of Elections
deens sufficient would be sonmething that nenbers
of your party would agree to.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | asked the
guestion -- and | would have nore confort if it
were outlined in the bill. So |I asked the

guestion about what the process for the DW and
t he Board of El ections would be in determning
what that docunentation is, which isn't spoken to
inthe bill.

What do you inagine their process in
determ ni ng what docunentation --

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | assune there

woul d be sone kind of interagency docunent that
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woul d be agreed upon through what ever
aut hori zati on t hose agenci es have.

For the DW, it would probably be
t he conmm ssioner's agreenent.

For the Board of Elections, it would
be their conm ssioners' agreenent. Wich, as |
mentioned, is equally split anongst the parties.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wth three
parties in the mx here, the DW, the Republican
el ecti ons conm ssioner and the Denocrat el ections
commi ssioner, is there a weighted vote for --

SENATOR G ANARI S: No --

SENATOR WALCZYK: -- the process
for how -- or does it need to be unani nous when
determ ni ng whi ch docunentations will be

accept abl e?
SENATOR G ANARI S: No, | think -- |

think the bill is clear that DW woul d have to
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agree and the State Board of Elections would have
to agree.

And so the DW process woul d be what
it is. Let's presune it's the conm ssioner
si ngl e- handedl y naki ng the determ nati on.

But for the Board of Elections, for
themto agree, it would have to be a majority
vote of their comm ssioners. O else the Board
of Elections is not meking a decision, legally
speaki ng.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So -- and that
does give ne confort. So the conm ssioners of
t he Board of El ections, both Republicans and
Denocrats, would have to agree on which
docunentation is presented.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Correct.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

Through you, M. President, would
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t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wiy would -- so
we -- and | know we' ve done Mdtor Voter and we've
done the Green Light Law, and we do have
automatic voter registration. Sonme of those --
some of those policies haven't been all the way
put in place. | know the Board of Elections is
still working on agreenents for sone of the
finalization of Mdtor Voter or automatic
regi stration through the DW currently.

Whay woul d we put nore onus on
front-facing clerks to nore registrations at this
poi nt, before those rules are finalized at the
Board of Elections with, as you point out,
bi parti san agreenent ?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Because we have
a fundanmental di sagreenent about our denocratic
process. W like for people to vote who are
eligible to vote. And as | just saw from your

attenpted hostile anendnent, you prefer to put
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obstacles in people's way before we | et them
vote. So there's a fundanental phil osophica
di fference.

I will always be proposing
| egislation, for the last few nonths I'mhere, to
make it easier for people who are eligible to
participate in the denocratic process. And it
seens that you would prefer the opposite.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield for another
guesti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President. | didn't present this bill today;
" mjust asking some questions because I'd |ike
to know sone answers about it. It's a pretty
lengthy bill, and I"'mtrying to understand what
the inplication of the policy that you're
proposi ng here is.

On page 6, line 45, what if they

regi ster through the DW onli ne?
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SENATOR G ANARI S: What woul d t hey
do? |Is that your question?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, 1'I1l --

t hrough you, M. President, I'll clarify.

So line 45 says that if such
applicant applies to register to vote
el ectronically, such applicant thereby consents
to the use of an electronic copy of such
applicant's manual signature that is in the
custody of the Departnent of Motor Vehicles as
such applicant's voter registration exenpl ar
si gnat ur e.

So if someone is registering online,
how wi | | sonmeone at the DW determne their
citizenship?

SENATOR G ANARI S: well, as |'ve
di scussed, that would be up to the Departnent of
Mot or Vehicles and the State Board of Elections
to jointly determ ne.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Coul d that stil
be a checkbox opt-out, or a self-attestation in
the case of online registration through the DW?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No, that's not
the intention. No, that's not docunentation.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: On page 7 --

t hrough you, M. President. And this is talking
about so if they don't check the box, they're
essentially registered.

For each person who conpl etes an

application to register to vote -- | won't read

the entire paragraph, but it closes with |ine 36:

The departnent shall not transmit to the State
Board of El ections an application for
registration for a person who indicates on the

i ntegrated personal voter registration
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application, that such person does not neet the
eligibility requirenents for registration

So if they don't check the box, wll
they automatically be registered?

(Pause.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: I"mtrying to
remenber your question to answer whet her
negatively or positively in the formthat you
asked it.

But if they do not check the box, is
t hat your question? |If they do not check the
box, the information is provided to the State
Board of Elections for purposes of updating a
current registration, but it would not be
sufficient docunentation to actually register
sonmeone who's not registered to vote.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So under
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Green Light we've obviously been al ready giving
driver's licenses to noncitizens in New York
State. |If they've updated their address, w |l
they be registered to vote when they' ve updat ed
t heir address online?

SENATCR G ANARI S: For undocunent ed
i ndi vi dual s? No.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Vell, inthis
case they've got a docunent, it's a New York
State driver's license that we've already granted
them And under this provision, we'll be
transmtting information to the Board of
El ecti ons when soneone changes their address
t hrough My DW.

So will they be registered to vote
at that tinme when they've changed their address?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No. Like

said, if someone is already registered, that
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i nformati on woul d be provided so the board can
update a current registration, but they would not
be eligible to be newy registered.

Now, m nd you -- I'Il just
extrapolate on that for a second -- today soneone
can walk into the Board of Elections and register
to vote, and it's unlikely they'd be asked for
any docunentation at all. So this is a nuch nore
secure process than currently exists.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
briefly on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So today if
sonmebody wal ks into the Board of Elections to
register to vote, they'll get a voter
regi stration form

At the top of your voter
registration formit says: |If you do not have a
DW or Social Security nunber, you nay use a
valid photo ID, a current utility bill, bank
stat enent, paycheck, governnent check or sone
ot her governnent docunent that shows your nane
and address. You may include a copy of one of

those types of IDwith this form Be sure to
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tape it to the sides of the form cl osed.

And under identification, it says --
that's Block 13 -- you can provide a New York
State DW nunber, the last four of your
Soci al Security nunber, or if you do not have a
New York State driver's license or Socia
Security nunber -- but you are giving a
self-attestation saying that you're a citizen of
the United States, and your voter registration
formgoes -- it's at the Board of Elections.

It goes to the bipartisan
conmi ssi oners that we tal ked about earlier, in
order to validate your eligibility to register to
vote in the State of New York.

Through you, M. President, would
t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: On page 6 -- or
on page 9, rather, subsection 6, what does this
bill change about voter registration for

convicted fel ons?
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Before | get to
that, let ne just al so address your comments on
the bill. You just basically outlined the exact
scenari o you were concerned about. If a valid
driver's license is good enough when you show up
at the Board of Elections, the undocunented
i ndi vidual who has a driver's |icense would not
be deterred.

And so, again, this bill would
provi de a process that would be nore secure than
someone who's going to walk in, in person, at a
board of el ections.

Now, to your question about --
sonmeone who's incarcerated, was that the
guestion?

SENATOR WALCZYK: (I naudi bl e.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: G ve me one
nmonment, pl ease.

SENATOR G ANARI S: So ny
understanding is that the bill would provide for
the situation where soneone who is incarcerated
but would be eligible to vote upon their rel ease,
that information would al so be transmitted to the
State Board of elections so that those

i ndi viduals could be registered if eligible.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Al so on the sane
page, in Section 8 -- so we're | ooking at
line 45 -- it says (reading): Nothing in this
section shall be construed to require docunentary
proof of citizenship for voter registration.
Not hing in this section shall be construed to
authorize or require the Departnent of Mbdtor
Vehi cl es to request docunentation establishing an
applicant's citizenship solely for the purposes
of voter recommendati on.

Wy ?

SENATOR G ANARI S: That is to
provi de the individual with the option to not
provi de docunentation. And therefore, they would
not be registered to vote absent that
docunent ati on.

In other words, you can't require

someone to provide this docunentation to be
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transmitted to the state board. But if you don't
provide it, you won't be registered through this
process.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | read it a
di fferent and concerni ng way.

But on page 10 -- I'll nove along to
t he next point, because | think we may have a
di sagreenent on the technical purpose of that
section -- you're adding a new section to the |aw
that's Section 5-901-a for Medicaid enrollees in
the State of New York

When does that part take effect?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | believe the
effective date of the bill is three years from
its enactnent.

Correction. It's January 1, 2028.
Wi ch is probably three years fromwhen the bill

was passed, in 2025. So it would be January 1,
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2028.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: You can receive
Medicaid in New York State as a noncitizen, is
t hat correct?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Largely sone
rules for DOH and DSS -- these are largely sone
of the same rules for the Departnent of Health or
t he Departnent of Social Services as they are for
the DW, outlined in your bill here? Are they

| argely the sane rul es?
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SENATOR G ANARI S: That's correct.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President.

The New York State Conptroller
rel eased an audit |ast year; he found nultiple
issues with howthe state identified out-of-state
Medi caid menbers and found close to $1.2 billion
in managed care prem uns that were paid for
menbers who have resided outside of New York
State. Auditors found the State Departnent of
Health did not properly check to confirmthat
Medi caid menbers were New York State residents
and waited too long to recoup inproper paynents.

The breakdown there is roughly
150, 000 non- New Yorkers receiving Medicaid
paynents and anot her 600, 000 unverified by
Soci al Security nunbers.

Wul d t hese people be automatically
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enrolled to vote under this bill?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Not if there's
not concl usive proof of docunentation of
citizenship that the State Board of El ections
agrees to.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And that onus
woul d be solely on the Board of Elections? O
woul d the Departrment of Health or DSS be the
rul emaki ng body there?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | believe it's a
conpar abl e process to what we earlier discussed
about DW. It would be an enjoi ned agreenent
bet ween t he agenci es.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: There is a new
section for the New York City Housing Authority,
is that correct?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Way did you
sel ect the New York City Housing Authority to do
automatic voter registration in the State of
New Yor k?

SENATOR G ANARI S: What we
attenpted to do was find the agencies that have
access to citizenship information and
docunent ati on, and al so those that were nost
likely to interact with the individuals we

believe are eligible yet unregi stered, so we can
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maxi m ze the nunber of people we're hel ping.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: On page 13, if
sonmeone doesn't automatically register to a
political party, the Board of Elections will have
to mail theman enroll ment application, is that
correct?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Through you, why
is that provision in here?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Because t here
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are parts of the state in which primaries are
tantamount to elections. In your part of the
state, that nay be a Republican primary. |n ny
part, it's a Denocratic prinmary.

But we want to give every
opportunity for soneone registering to make a
conscious choice if they do not want to be
registered in a party, because they would in fact
be excluded fromparticipating in primaries if
t hey do that.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President. WII| the fornms for NYCHA, for
DW, for the changes that we've got on Medicaid
applications, will they include a party
regi stration opportunity already as a way that
you' ve envisioned it?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes, that's

correct.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, if they've already opted out of
enrolling in a party, why would we burden | ocal
boards of elections with mailing them an
additional registration fornf

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Vell, we want to
be sure. Because it's easy to imagi ne someone
who is going to the DW or to the Departnent of
Heal t h or Social Services or whatever agency
we're referring to, their primary purpose is not
to register to vote, it's to avail thensel ves of
services offered fromthose agenci es.

So they may not be thinking about
the voter registration aspect of their
interaction.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WI1l the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | f the Board
of -- through you, M. President. |f the Board
of El ections does not have consensus on
docunent ati on, woul d that prevent them being
referred to the Board of Elections for
regi stration?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes. O if they
were, then the board woul d decline to register
t hose peopl e.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: In 2021, New Yor k
City tried allowing noncitizens to register to
vote in our elections. Six out of the seven

j udge on the Court of Appeals found that to be
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unconstitutional. |Is that a problenf

SENATOR G ANARI S: No.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President. There's sonewhere between 800, 000
and a mllion noncitizens in New York. How wil|
this prevent them from being registered to vote
in the State of New York?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Because as we've
di scussed ad nauseamin this debate, there would
be concl usive docunentation of United States
citizenship required before any of this process
i s inplenented.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Does this bill
al l ow Social Services or the DW or NYCHA to pull
down lists fromUSCH S on the individuals that are
living in New York State that are noncitizens, to
check their citizenship status against those
lists?

SENATOR G ANARI S: | don't think
so. But why would that be necessary?

As | have said, if they don't have
proof that the person they're dealing with is a
citizen, that ends their process.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President. Are you famliar with the good
noral character test during an immgration
process?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Vaguel y.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
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woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So the good noral
test is a crimnal background check and al so
USCI S is checking as individuals are going
through the citizenship process, checking to see
if they' ve been registered to vote or if they
have voted in el ections.

You'll actually see this often show
up on inmgration attorneys' websites: |If you're
regi stered to vote, that could be a bar to your
citizenship in the United States. |f you have
voted, that coul d be another bar.

In fact, the Board of El ections has
reported nmany noncitizens reaching out to boards
of elections, sonetinmes they hear from
i mm gration attorneys, asking to be disenroll ed,
voluntary disenrollment in the State of New York

Are you concerned that by nore
automatically registering with many state

agenci es and bureaucracies, noncitizens may be
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registered to vote in the State of New York, in
fact barring themto citizenship or creating
anot her hurdl e?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No, |'m not.

And | understand you' re caught up
with the fantasy that there are hordes of
undocunent ed people dying to fakely register to
vote when the data indicates the contrary.

But what |'m concerned about is, by
your own adm ssion, at least half a mllion
people -- by my count, alnost 2 mllion people --
who are eligible to vote in this state and are
not registered to vote.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Al right. Al
of those concerns that you have swayed asi de, on
page 16, line 7, why would we exenpt people who
are automatically registered to vote, saying that

they did not willfully or know ngly seek to
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register if they're registered under the
provisions of this bill? Wy would we give them
that i mmunity?

SENATCR G ANARI S: First of all,
there is no page 16 in this bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President, |
apol ogi ze. Page 13 of this bill, |ooking at
lines 7 through 9.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Wiy is that
provi sion there, is that your question?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Sur e.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: To deal with a
potential adm nistrative snafu. If we're putting
t he burdens on the agencies as opposed to the
i ndi vidual s, we don't want to hold the individual
accountable for a m stake that an agency
representative m ght have nade.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: | f proof of
citizenship is required, how could an agency
possi bly nake a m st ake?

SENATCR G ANARI S: There are humans
i nvol ved.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President, on
the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: By the nunbers
New York State is actually doing really well on
voter registration. Roughly 96 percent of
el igible New Yorkers are registered to vote in
the State of New York

This bill will automatically
regi ster anybody that bunps into nmultiple
di fferent agencies, seeking out those next
4 percent -- those |ast 4 percent.

| f you' ve wal ked around New Yor k
State or ever talked to people during an el ection
cycle, which we often do, you'll find nany people
just don't want to register to vote. Sone of
t hose people may register by this, but this wll
al so capture an entirely new crowd that did not

intend to register to vote in the State of
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New York. And Motor Voter has already caused,
with Green Light, noncitizens to be accidentally
registered to vote in the State of New York

We know this. Talk to an
immgration attorney. Talk to soneone who has
gone through the inmm gration naturalization
process. This can actually be a bar to
citizenship that we're |aying down in our
bur eaucr acy.

So with all of the |anguage here,
with all of the affirmation that, no, we'll have
to confirma mllion tines that they are indeed a
citizen and eligible to vote, we have said but if
they are accidentally, by an adm nistrative
snafu, there is no problemfor them-- no
crimnality, no issue whatsoever -- because that
is exactly what this bill is designed to do.

The Board of El ections has handl ed
our registrations and enrollnments for a long tine
for very good reason. W haven't passed it off
to a bunch of different departnents that don't do
voter registration and enrol |l nment, because that
is the job of the Board of Elections.

And if you give it to the New York
City Housing Authority and to Medicaid, which is
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maki ng paynments to non-New Yorkers as well as
some noncitizens, and you say they're going to
automatically regi ster people to vote unless al
of these hoops are junped through and everybody
dots their I's and crosses their T's, the

danger -- as the sponsor has said, the danger is

that there could be adm ni strati ve snaf us.

Well, of course. And if you have a
mllion noncitizens living in New York State,
that's a mllion options for adm nistrative
snaf us.

This bill nobves nore registration to

Soci al Services, New York City Housing Authority,

and away from our bipartisan |ocal boards of

el ection. Instead of fixing problens, it only
causes nore. Instead of building faith, it only
degrades trust. Instead of protecting the

franchise, it threatens to dilute it. And it
even creates a bar to citizenship for those who
don't want to be caught up in adm nistrative
snaf us.

And for those reasons,
M. President, 1'll be voting no and encourage
nmy col |l eagues to do the sane.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
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you, Senator Wl czyk.

Senat or Borrello, why do you rise?

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President.

| want to thank mny col |l eagues for
t he debate today. | think Senator Wl czyk did an
excellent job of pointing out the issues with
this bill.

Now, you can go back and forth and
you can say, GCh, no, no, that's never going to
happen. O no, no, no, we have a check and
bal ance here. But our denocracy -- in fact,
every denocracy -- is built on faith and
confidence that the voters believe that when they
cast a vote, it will be counted and it will be
counted fairly.

Bills like this underm ne that
confidence. It is a direct threat to the
denocracy that | hear so nuch fromny coll eagues
on the other side of the aisle tal king about they

want to protect, protecting denocracy.
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Denocracy's foundation is free and
fair elections and peopl e having confidence that
when they cast a vote, that vote is a vote that
will be counted. W are threatening that here.

One-point-two billion dollars was
paid out for Medicaid recipients that don't |ive
in New York State. About 150,000 people, in
fact.

Now, you m ght say, Well, howis
t hat going to happen here? How are those folks
going to be registered here in New York? That's
a good question. Underm ning the confidence,
because people will ask that question and say:
How wi || they not be registered here in New York
State if they're registered automatically because
they interacted with the Medicaid office?

W do a lot of things here in
New York State that underm ne confidence --
confidence that we can pass a budget on tine,
confidence that we can actually fund things |ike
school s and hospitals.

But underm ni ng confidence in
denocracy is the nost dangerous thing that we do
here. You don't have to show an ID. W don't

want you to show an ID. W insist that you do
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not show an ID. People have actually been
scol ded going to a polling place and show ng
their 1D You can't do that.

So a sinple thing |ike showing an ID
could actually even offset a little bit of this
confidence that we're undermning in the system
But we're not going to do that here.

But here's the bottomline. Please

show ne that di senfranchi sed voter. Show that

sonmeone that said, | tried really hard to
regi ster and vote, and | could not. | haven't
seen one yet. | don't know anybody that has,

because it's very easy to vote here in New York
State if you choose to vote.

And this is still a denbcracy. This
is still where people have freedom of choi ce.
They choose not to vote. So the people that
aren't voting are not voting because they don't
want to. It's that sinple.

And to underm ne the confidence in
t he process because you think, arrogantly, that
we mnust have everybody vote and we nust register
everyone to vote is not only arrogant, it's
foolish and it's dangerous.

And I'll be voting no.
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Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Borrello.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: This bill is
restored to the noncontroversial cal endar by
consent, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
is restored to the noncontroversial cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 9. This
act shall take effect January 1, 2028.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anaris to explain his vote.

SENATOR G ANARI S: "This is still a

denocracy, " thundered one of our coll eagues.

Despite the best efforts of their president to
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make it not so -- refusing to accept the results
of a previous election, to this day claimng it
was invalid. Wich led to a bunch of mani acs
trying to stormthe Capitol, which this party
doesn't even recognize as a crimnal act.

Law enforcenent officers were
killed. W had the resolution on Police Wek
today. Were is the outrage that this
president's questioning of the denocratic process
directly led to that outcone?

Let's be clear -- thank you for the
exhal e, Senator Wber. Let's be clear about
what's going on here. Because there's no
undocurnent ed person today, under threat of having
their children yanked away fromthem who's going
to sit there, commt sone fraudul ent registration
and go and vote to affect an election as if one
vote's going to determ ne the outcone of a
particul ar election. That's not happeni ng.

What is happening is there are
peopl e who are eligible to vote who are not
voting. Maybe they choose not to vote. That's
possi bl e. They can continue to choose not to
vote. You can be registered and never show up to

vote if you don't want to vote.
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But we're about renoving hurdles to
voting for those eligible -- not placing new ones
in their place, not asking for ID where there are
| arge comunities that don't drive, don't have a
driver's license, don't have an ID readily
avai | abl e.

This is about voter
di senfranchi senent for ny coll eagues on that side
of the aisle. Let's not dress it up as sone
fantastical notion that there's massive fraud
going on when all the data in this country, for
decades, proves that that's not the case.

One of ny col |l eagues said, Oh, the
4 percent of the people that are not registered,
or whatever incorrect nunmber was bandi ed about --
by his own admi ssion, that's at least half a
mllion people. |If you want to scoff at half a
mllion people who should be able to vote and are
not registered, that makes ny point better than
anything I've said in the |last couple of mnutes.

M. President, this is a bill we've
passed before. W've had this debate. W'l
have it again. | hope the Assenbly joins us in
passing it for the first tine so we can get it

done and do sonething to nake sure that nore
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peopl e participate in our process and not |ess.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anaris to be recorded in the affirmtive.

Senat or Zellner to explain his vote.

SENATOR ZELLNER: Thank you,
M. President.

As a recent el ections professional,
a board of elections comm ssioner for the |ast
nine years, | rise in support of this bil
because, as Senator G anaris said, we have to
remove every hurdle to denocracy that we can

And | support this bill because this
does. This actually strengthens and streanl i nes
the process as it is now, because our agencies
will only be sending the people who are eligible
to be voters to our boards of elections, and they
will then determ ne but already have that
prerequi site from our agencies.

So M. President, | vote aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Zellner to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Helm ng to explain her vote.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
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M. President.

The bill before us continues to
shift responsibility to determ ne voter
eligibility and registration from our | ocal
bi parti san boards of elections towards state
agencies -- as we heard, towards the DW, the
Department of Health, and even the New York City
Housi ng Aut hority.

Under the bill, unless
identification docunments subnmitted to these
agenci es concl usively denonstrate soneone i s not
a United States citizen, they may nove forward
with the automatic voter registration process.

| want to clarify something that was
said earlier. Every eligible citizen should be
able to vote. And this body, both sides of the
political aisle, have taken past actions to
support voter participation. But this bill, for
me, raises serious concerns and questions,
begi nning with stripping away | ocal
deci si on- maki ng.

And it raises concerns about the
potential adm nistrative errors in the
regi stration process that could lead to the

possibility that noncitizens could be inproperly
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regi stered to vote.

For those reasons and nany ot hers, |
vote no and | urge ny coll eagues to do the sane.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Hel m ng to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to thank Senator G anaris for
this bill, because autonmatic voter registration
is a crucial step toward allow ng as many
el i gi ble people as possible to exercise their
right to vote.

A hundred years ago, especially
across the deep South, white suprenacists
enpl oyed a host of nethods to nmake it inpossible
for Black Americans to register: Poll taxes,
literacy tests, purges of voter rolls, threats of
vi ol ence and actual violence, including rnurder,
were all too conmon.

Everyone in this room understands
that noncitizen voting is a nonissue. But it is
bei ng used to revive the practice of erecting
barriers to registration -- once again, for the

pur pose of blocking eligible citizens from
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vot i ng.

In the past week we have seen white
suprenaci sts new y enbol dened by an extrem st
Suprene Court revel in their new powers to
di senfranchi se Bl ack voters everywhere they can.
We shoul d be proud here in New York that we are
making it easier for all eligible New Yorkers to
exerci se their franchise.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Rhoads to explain his vote.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

M. President.

We hear a | ot of words about
barriers to registering to vote. Were are those
barriers? Can anyone answer that question?
Were are the barriers? Wat's preventing --
whet her it's 500,000 or 2 mllion New Yorkers,
what's preventing themfromwal king into the
board of elections? What's preventing them from
going online to fill a voter registration fornf®
What's preventing them from going to the post
office to fill out a registration form and

submitting it? Nothing. Nothing at all.
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But what this bill does is renove
barriers fromnoncitizens to be able to go and
vote. In fact, it actually encourages the
process of noncitizens being able to go in and
register to vote, because it will actually
elimnate the presunption of liability fromthem
falsely registering to vote through this either
Mot or Vot er process or through the process of the
Depart ment of Social Services in one of your
| ocal rmunicipalities, through Medicaid, through
any one of the nunber of opportunities that are
now provi ded, as in through NYCHA

Now we're taking the responsibility
for maki ng that determination away fromthe
trai ned professionals at the Board of Elections,
and we're handing it out to untrained
adm ni strative agencies, |ike those responsible
for adm ni stering Medicaid -- 150,000
non- New Yorkers receiving Medicaid benefits.

The Enpire Center did a study. W
have 8.5 mllion Medicaid recipients here in the
State of New York, though the Enpire Center found
that only 5 mllion are financially eligible.

The same individuals who all owed

3.5 mllion people to sign up for Medicaid -- by
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far the single greatest expense, $120 billion,
that we have in our New York State budget -- the
same people who are allowi ng that kind of fraud
will now be responsible for determ ning who's a
citizen and who's not, for the purpose of
registering to vote.

This is an invitation to create a
fraud factory. And for that reason | wll |eave
it to the adm nistrative professionals in our
boards of elections, and I will vote no on this
| egi sl ation.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Rhoads to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Martins to explain his vote.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

M. President.

You know, we talk about, in broad
terns, both sides of the aisle,

di senfranchi senent, requiring proof, hurdles to
people voting. But it is our responsibility to
make sure that everyone who casts a vote has a

right to vote. This is as inmportant as anything
el se that we do, to ensure that those who woul d

t ake advantage of the systemare prevented from
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doi ng so and that we have nmeans of doing just
t hat .

The law is pretty clear here in
New York that someone can be crimnally charged
for voting if they know that they should not have
voted. "Knowi ngly" is the standard in our
statutes. It's Elections Law 17-132.

So it's clearly nore than
coi nci dence that the sponsor decided to put that
into this bill to renove the knowi ngly and all ow
for that process, because it's not that person's
fault. It couldn't be. It has to be soneone
else's fault if someone who shoul dn't be voting
is allowed to vote.

Now, let's talk about access to
voting. Here's a person who's registering a car
or obtaining a license at DW, and they can't
wal k into a board of elections or hop online to
register to vote? Let's stop for a second. No
one's being disenfranchi sed, no one's been asked
not to vote, no one is being prevented, there are
no hurdl es being placed here.

VWhat we're trying to do here --
clearly on this side, and perhaps not as much on

that side -- is prevent people being given the
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opportunity to vote who shouldn't be voting. And
if there's one right that we have as citizens of
this country, it's the right to vote and to
protect the denocracy. W should protect that
right, and not default to allow ng anyone to vote
who's not a citizen.

M. President, | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Martins to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Murray to explain his vote.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

M. President.

You know, we keep having these bills
back and forth tal king about nmaking it easier for
peopl e to vote.

You know, | did -- one tinme during a
debate, | did an actual side-by-side conparison
of registering your vehicle or registering to
vote. It's about four or five tines harder to
regi ster your vehicle at the DW, by the way,
than it is to register to vote.

Regi stering to vote is probably the
nost sinple interaction you will ever have with
government. It's such a sinple, sinple process.

Then we argue back-and-forth about
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is there fraud. One side says no, there's no
fraud. The other, yes, there is fraud. And yet
there's a sinple way to solve that problem A
way that nore than 80 percent of the country
agrees with. And we have that solution in the
formof an anmendnment: To sinply show photo ID.

And yet this body and the other side
of the aisle will do anything, anything but |et
t hat happen. It does have to nake you wonder
why.

| vote no, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Murray to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Skoufis to cl ose.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thank you very
much, M. President.

| want to opine on a subject that's
been harped on quite a bit here, which is trust
in our electoral system

In 2022, the State of Florida --
popul ati on about 23 mllion people -- you nmay
remenber, with nuch fanfare, established a new
office for election crines and security.
Governor DeSantis at the podium banging the

podi um about undocunent ed peopl e, hordes of
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undocunent ed people voting in their el ections.
People voting twice, like they're running to sone
coat closet after voting once, putting on a fake
nmustache to vote a second tinme. Lots of fanfare.
Several election cycles |later,
several years later, 25 people, in a state of
23 mllion, were charged and convicted with
el ection-related crinmes by this office. After
t hey spent over $10 million, by the way. Do the
per-charge cost on that one for taxpayers in the
State of Florida.
And just as we heard in 2022, in
Fl orida and around the country in other states,
and just as we heard on this floor, these
conspiracy theories are advanced in the nane of
creating better trust. |It's preposterous.
| don't recall seeing -- and |I'd
| ove to be corrected if I'"mwong. Senator
G anaris tal ked about the big lie from
President Trunp. |In addition to what he shared,
we literally had fake electoral slates in
countries -- in states around this country,
sl ates of fake electoral voters, in an attenpt to
steal a national presidential election.

But we'd rather tal k about
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conspiracies. Senator Rhoads nentioned -- he
referenced a think tank, policy experts, as it
relates to Medicaid enrollment. There's a reason
why we didn't hear a single reference to any
think tank or policy expert who has weighed in on
how many undocunent ed people vote in our states
or in our country's elections: Because it's
near zero.

| thank the sponsor for this bill.
This, unlike what we heard fromthe other side,
actually would elicit trust in our elections. W
have very different perspectives --
Senator Martins is right, we have very different
per spectives on these issues.

We heard fromthe other side what
they think elicits trust in our elections. W
believe we elicit trust by getting nore people to
vot e.

| vote yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Skoufis to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 839, voting in the negative are

Senat ors Ashby, Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
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Chan, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,

Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 38. Nays, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Back to notions
for a nmonent.

On behal f of Senator Harckham on
page 44 | offer the followi ng anendnents to
Cal endar Nunber 975, Senate Print 4903A, and ask
that said bill retain its place on the
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
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adj ourn unti |

3:00 p.m

tomorrow, Tuesday, May 12th, at

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: On

notion, the Senate stands adjourned until

Tuesday, May

adj our ned.)

12th, at 3:00 p.m

(Wher eupon, at 6:03 p.m, the Senate
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